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ABSTRACT

This study explored the ways in which the University for Development Studies (UDS)- Wa

campus was impacting the Bamahu community and its livelihood systems from a background of

university-community relations. Bamahu community was purposively selected for this study due

to the location of the Wa UDS campus. A total of 60 respondents across gender and generations

was selected using the random sampling method. Survey questionnaires were used to collect data

and both qualitative and quantitative techniques were used to analyze and present the findings.

This study observed that Bamahu was a previously agricultural community with a majority of the

population dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. The agricultural base of the community

also depended largely on a piece of land that was previously a Government state farm in the

1960's, and now allocated to the UDS to develop infrastructure for its satellite campus in Wa, the

capital town of the Upper West Region of Ghana.

The study concluded that the location of the Wa UDS campus had caused rapid transformations

in the demographic, socio- economic, and socio-cultural dynamics of the community.

Specifically, there were impacts on the physical environment, land use, and livelihood systems of

the area. Settlement patterns that were hitherto clan or family based, were replaced by more

socio-cultural heterogeneity and influences on the community. Previous farm lands were being

transformed into residential and commercial estates with physical developments underway in

Bamahu and surrounding communities. These transformations had implications for the

stakeholders of the community including the UDS, local leaders, government, staff, and students

of the university. The study recommended initiatives in university-community relations to

facilitate orderly and coordinated development of the university and the community.
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CHAPTER ONE: INT":;. 'ODUCTIOI T

1.1 Background to the study

Universities in developed and developing countries around the globe have made significant

impact on the communities In which they are located (Hart and >'J:"~i~!nore, 2010). This has

given rise to a growing importance of university-community ,>~gc~g<i.:,ment.The growing.. .
.1

importance of community and public engagement activities in Lltl\'/~rsiti'e~ has led to an

increasing emphasis on auditing and evaluating university-co.nrnunity partnerships (Hart jand

Northmore, 2010). For instance, in Ghana, since 1948 when the first University college (now

University of Ghana) was established in the then Gold Coast, the University college has made

several efforts to impact society and help in community development through .inivcrsity-

community engagement. The University of Ghana has successfully estnbtished ;j consultar.cy and

extension services unit to manage the activities of the University in order to positively impact the

wider society (University of Ghana, 2012).

While it is the case that universities are using various methodologies to undertake activities

aimed at impacting society positively, the Delphe Project, 2009, has opined that many

universities and research centers in the South use research methods, methodologies, and teaching

materials that are based on or borrowed from mainstream or Western sciences and technologies

in the pursuit of their mandates (Delphe Project 2009, and Papoutsaki, 2006). lt has been

observed that in universities in the South, there is the tendency to depend on donor agencies to

fund research, and that this dependency poses risk for the independence of academic research,

forcing academics to tailor their research to suit donor needs (Papoutsaki, 2006). Rooney and

Papoutsaki (2004) has earlier on opined that this dependency was not sustainable, since research
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Papoutsaki, 2004). This dependency is generally underlying the methodologies and approaches':"' ~,.~

was carried out not 011 a continuous basis but whenever the funds were available (Rooney and

being used in universities in the South ~~)pursue their mandates, and that it is usually justi ,led

under the assumption that these sciences and technologies were universally applicable and

relevant, irrespective of the economic. socio-cultural or ecological environment in which they

find their application (Delphe Project, 2009).

The Nijmegen Studies in Development and Cultural Ghai~ge has similarly observed that

knowledge systems from A frica, L.atin America and Asia have ihe~' O'.VI1 systematics. logics and

theoretical backgrounds. They have their own worldviews, epistemology, methodology, values

and knowledge community, hence they can be considered as sciences on their own (Pater and
~
~

Oankelman, 2009). Although these indigenous bodies of knowledLJe are widcsp.read ~l~dbeing
r

used in universities in the South to pursue their mandates, experience shows that they do not get

recognition from formal scientific institutions, or support from governments. ThE' need to

revitalize indigenous knowledge systems is felt widely in the parmcrs ' working areas and a

number of promising initiatives are emerging from the efforts in civic engag~mcl,l~; by

universities (Oelphe Project, 2009).

Rowe and Frewer (2000); Granner and Sharpe (2004) have also posited that there is lack of

standardized measurement instruments for evaluating university-community engagement (RO\\'(;

and Frewer, 2000; Granner and Sharpe, 2004). Nonetheless, pressure for greater accountability

has led to the growth of benchmarks and performance indicators designed to enable universities

to demonstrate their socio-economic and cultural contribution at local and regional levels. While

this may be the case, there has been less of a focus on developing tools to evaluate the processes

2
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by which higher education institutions establish and sustain community partnerships (Kezar,

2005; Buys and Bursnall, 2007).

In order to demonstrate their socio-economic and cultural contribution at national, regional and

local levels, universities have engaged in capacity development of the university faculty,

community, and country. The background is that higher education has been recognized as a key

driver of the new knowledge economy, and so universities are fast becoming central institutions

in the real life of contemporary society (Altbach, Reisberg, and Rumbley, 2009).

According to Kaburise (2003), the ontogeny of this new thinking in university-ccrnmunity

engagement dates back to the 1960s (Kaburise, 2003). In 1973, the Association of African

Universities lamented the fact "that the African universities had not so far identified themselves

with the realities of the predominantly rural society" (Effah, 2002). In Ghana, the i lJ80s saw the

emergence of public criticism of the universities for being out of touch with the realities of the

country. Ghanaian universities were largely perceived as elitist and neocolonialist centers of

privilege, far removed from the national effort to find solutions to the problems of national

development (Kaburise, 2003).

A decade later, the Delphe Project (2009), has opined that, increasingly, voices from the South

as well as the North have expressed the need for research, education and project methodologies

to address the specific perspectives, needs and potentials of non-western societies and

environments. In this way, poverty alleviation and efforts to reach the MDGs, and SDGs after

them can be responsive to specific contexts.

3
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In Ghana, after decades of debate, a national consensus was reached 0:1 the need to establish a

university in the northern part of the country. This was the context the University for

Development Studies (UDS) was established in 1992 by the Government of Ghana to respond to

"the new thinking in higher education which emphasizes the need for universities to playa more

active role in addressing problems of the society, particularly in the rural areas" (Effah, 2002).

The legislative instrument that established the UDS enjoined the university "to blend the

academic world with that of the community in order to provide constructive interaction between

the two for the total development of Northern Ghana in particular and the country as a whole"

(Kaburise, 2003). The campuses of the UDS are located at Nyankpala. Tamale, Navrongo and

Wa with a fifth campus expected to be in Kintampo in the Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana (Kuu-

ire, 2005).

In pursuit of a problem solving approach to university-community engagement, the need has

been expressed for research, capacity building and development initiatives that combines

elements of indigenous knowledge with mainstream sciences, trans-disciplinary sciences and

social learning with a participatory and actor perspective (Mcintyre, 2007). This is the literary

context within which this current work is located and seeks to examine the nature and

characteristics of the ways the Wa campus of the UDS was impacting the socio-economic

dynamics, the livelihood systems, and the socio-cultural and demographic dynamics of the

Bamahu community. This work uses the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach as theoretical

framework and the related Sustainable Livelihoods Framework as the conceptual framework.

4
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1.2 Problem statement

The literature on university-community engagements between the UDS and Bamahu

community, for example, Effah (2002); Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire (2005); Delphe Project (2009);

Wa Municipal Assembly (2010); and also Ahmed and Dinye (2011), have indicated that there

were only limited official consideration yet of the possible ways the Wa campus of UDS and

allied developments had impacted on the community and its livelihood systems.

The Wa campus of the UDS was located in Bamahu, a previously rural and mainly agrarian

community, as a result there has been the influx of overwhelming and diverse populations and

physical infrastructure into this community in a manner never seen in the history or the

community. Whereas this might be the case, the overall infrastructure, socio-economic and

livelihoods situation remained largely limited and underdeveloped. The impact of the location of

the Wa campus of the UDS in Bamahu is that beyond large populations engulfing the area, there

are disruptions and transformations in the socio-economic structure, rural livelihoods, socio-

cultural and demographic dynamics of the area. Real estates are taking over farmlands which

served as livelihood support for residents. Then on the positive side, land value has appreciated,

there is new skills development in artisans to feed the new real estate industry, emergence of

food supply market, market for housing, and other services in the community. There has also

been less focus to develop tools to evaluate the processes by which universities establish and

sustain community partnerships (Kezar, 2005; Buys and Bursnall, 2007).There is therefore the

need to understand how these dynamics interplay as impacts of the university on the community

with the aim to understand the interconnected systems and the capacity of the community and

livelihood systems to be made competitive and resilient.

5
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The main research question can be stated as follows:

1.3 Main research question

In what way is the Wa campus of the University for Development Studies impacting the

community and livelihood systems of the people in Bamahu Community?

1.4 Specific research questions

The specific research questions are:

I. What changes are impacting on the livelihood systems of the people in the community?

2. What are the prospects and challenges of University-Community Relations with regards to

livelihoods of the people in the community?

3. What are the socio-economic impacts of the UDS campus on the people It1 the Bamahu

community?

4. What are the socio-cultural impacts of the UDS campus on the people In the Barnahu

community?

1.5 Main research objective

The main research objective can be stated as follows:

To examine the possible ways the Wa campus of the University for Development Studies

impacting the community and livelihood systems of the people in Bamahu Community.

1.6 Specific research objectives

The specific research objectives are:

6
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I. To examine the possible changes impacting on the livelihood systems of the people in

the community.

2. To examine the prospects and challenges of University-Community Relations with

regards to livelihoods of the people in the community.

3. To examine the socio-economic impacts of the UDS campus on the people in the

Bamahu community?

4. To examine the socio-cultural impacts of the UDS campus on the people In the

Bamahu community.

1.7 Significance of the research

The literature on university-community engagement in the study area, Effah (2002); Kaburise

(2003), Kuu-ire (2005); UDS/Lancaster (2009); Wa Municipal Assembly (20 I0); and also

Ahmed and Dinye (2011), indicate that there was limited formal consideration yet of the possible

links between the UDS campus and livelihood systems in the rural community. This research

could serve as input for development experts to design and implement interventions for

sustainable university-community engagements (UDS/Lancaster, 2009).

The mandate that establ ished the UDS gave it a pro-poor focus and this is reflected in the

methodology of teaching, research and outreach. Kaburise (2003), posits that the UDS places

emphasis on a practically-oriented, problem-solving and field-based approach aimed at

contributing to national development (Kaburise, 2003). Currently, the UDS has been engaging

with communities under the Third Trimester Field Practical Programme (TTFPP) for students,

although not on a long-term and sustained basis (Kaburise, 2003). The absence of a sustained

UDS-communities engagement has created a knowledge gap that need to be filled. Therefore

7
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understanding the impact of such large infrastructural projects and large populations on local

livelihoods, the multiple impacts on different stakeholders can lead to the design of well-tailored

policy responses for the coordinated, and orderly development of the area (Ahmed and Dinye,

2011).

1.8 Scope of the study

It was noted in the background that the location of the UDS Wa campus to the Bamahu

community had impacted the community and its livelihood systems in many ways. This study

sought to investigate the ways the location of the UDS Wa Campus was impacting the

community and on the livelihood systems of the area.

In this regard, the study examined the direct livelihood changes occurring among the residents

of the community since the coming of the University campus, the prospects and challenges for

university-community relations. It also examined the challenges and constraints posed to the

University and livelihood systems of the community, and lastly examined the potentials and

opportunities posed for the University as well as the livelihood systems.

What this study did not attempt to do was to compose a 'wish list' or 'things to do' for

government or policy makers on university-community relations and sustainable livelihoods

development of the study area.

1.9 Operational definition of terms

University-community relations

The mutually beneficial and innovative relationship that a company, organization, or university

for that matter has with the people who live in the area in which it operates. The Copenhagen

Center opined that no single actor, public or private, has all-encompassing knowledge, overview,

8
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information or resources to solve complex and diversified problems. The university-community

relations governance paradigm stresses the importance of synergistic partnerships that harness

the strengths of each partner. It is based on the assumption that social issues can only be

addressed through the collective and innovative efforts of multiple stakeholders including

government, business and the non-profit sector. The governance paradigm seeks to create win-

win partnerships, whereby complex social issues and problems are addressed, but where each of

the partners also benefits from the exchange. Faced with increasingly messy and complex social

problems, universities and communities are creating innovative collaborations at an exponential

rate (Martin, Smith, and Phillips, 2005).

Sustainable livelihood strategies

According to Koczberski et al (2001), livelihood strategies refers to "those diverse activities

undertaken by smallholder households to provide a means of living. A key goal of livelihood

strategies is to ensure household economic and social security. In an analysis of smallholder

livelihood strategies emphasis is given to the range of income sources pursued by smallholders,

and the important role subsistence agriculture and kin networks continue to play in maintaining

household livelihood security" (Koczberski et al., 2001, pAl).

The Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA)

In the sustainable livelihoods literature, for example, Chambers and Conway (1992); Kollmair

and Gamper (2002), Essarnuah and Tonah (2004), and DFID (2008), a dominant approach in the

study of livelihoods is the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA). The SLA has dominated

much of contemporary livelihoods thinking. According to the SLA, a livelihood can be classified

as sustainable, when it is resilient in the face of external shocks and stresses, when it is not

9
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dependent upon external support, when it is able to maintain the long-term productivity of

natural resources and when it does not undermine the livelihood options of others (DFID, 2008).

The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF)

According to livelihoods literature, for example Chambers and Conway (1992); OFID (2008),

and Kollmair and Garnper (2002), the SLF in its simplest form is a livelihoods analytical

framework that depicts stakeholders operating in a context of vulnerability, within which they

have access to certain assets. These gain their meaning and value through the prevailing social,

institutional and organizational environment. The framework provides a checklist of important

issues and how these link to each other, while it draws special attention to core influences and

processes and their multiple interactions in association to livelihoods (OFIO, 2008).

1.10 Organization of thesis

This thesis is organized into five chapters, chapter one is the introductory chapter and gives a

background to the study where it runs a background of university-community engagements and

the increasing importance of the realm of community engagement establishing the literary

context for this current research, then there is the problem statement which espouses the situation

arising out of the location of the UOS Wa campus in the Bamahu community and identifies the

knowledge gap created as a result of the limited official consideration of the links between the

UOS campus and the Bamahu community. Then there are the research questions which

established the areas of focus of this current work within the wider literary community of

university-community engagements and sustainable livelihoods. The research objectives outlines

what specifically this research will achieve so that at the end it will be possible to ascertain the

extent to which the research questions have been satisfactorily answered. The significance of the

study touches on the policy relevance and practical or real life implications of this research for

10
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the community. The scope of the study indicates the coverage of this research and sets limits to

what this research will cover or will not cover. The operational definitions of terms used in the

study gives the meaning to the terms and concepts that have been used in this research in the way

they should be understood. A detailed literary review of literature on the terms used in this

research is found in the chapter on literature review. Finally the chapter closes with the

organization of the thesis, which explains which subjects are addressed in which section of this

research.

Chapter two is the review of relevant literature on the subject of university-community relations,

reviews literature on the impacts of large infrastructural interventions on the community and

sustainable livelihood systems. The chapter also focuses on the Sustainable Livelihoods

Approach (SLA) which served as the theoretical framework for this research and discusses the

Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF) which also served as the main conceptual framework

used to undertake this research. This review was done generally to piace the current study in an

appropriate literary context and to draw lessons for carrying out the study.

Chapter three deals with the methodology used to carry out the study. Sub-headings under the

chapter include the study area which deals with the peculiar situation of the community that

made it a good location to carry out research. The research design which deals with the issues of

whether this research is descriptive, exploratory, explanatory, qualitative, or quantitative and

gives reasons for the choice of research design. The population is also dealt with in this chapter

which refers to the larger group of people or potential respondents in the study community out of

which the samples were taken. The sample selection dealt with the random processes for

choosing the respondents to rake part in the survey to collect data for this research. The

instruments for data collection touches on the data collection tool that was administered to the

-- .

11
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sampled respondents to obtain data for this research. The chapter closes with data analysis,

which explains the processes by which the survey data were entered and handled on the

computer and analyzed to produce the results obtained in this research. Chapter four presents and

discusses the results obtained in this research. The chapter uses statistical diagrams to display

and discuss the results.

Chapter five is the closing chapter, it draws conclusions, and makes recommendations. These

conclusions and recommendations are also arranged along the thematic areas that this research

sought to explore as noted in the objectives of this research, to be able to measure to what extent

the objectives of this research have been met. .

Having set the agenda for this research as such, the next chapter will review related literature;

this will focus on university-community engagements, it will also largely examine the

Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), with a critique of same. The review will also focus on

some earlier studies that had used the SLA to draw lessons and insights for this research.

12
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This section on review of relevant literature explored University-Community Relations-A

Conceptual Perspective, Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), Sustainable Livelihoods

Framework (SLF), Applications and Restrictions of the SLA, and also ex •.rrnined some earlier

studies that used the SLA and the SLF, as theoretical and conceptual framework respectively.

The overarching goal was to draw lessons and insight into the applications of the SLF to the

situation of Bamahu community as a result of the impact of the location of the UDS Wa campus

infrastructure.

2.2 University-Community Relations-A Conceptual Perspective

Several studies worldwide have been conducted on the history, nature, and characteristics of

university-community relations for example Rooney and Papoutsaki (2004); Papoutsaki (2006);

Manuh, Gariba, and Budu (2007); Delphe Project (2009); Hart and Northrnore (2010); Altbach,

Reisberg, and Rumbley (2010); and University of Ghana (2012), have offered various shades of

opinions and perspectives on university-community relations. Martin, Smith, and Philips (2005),

argue that historically, universities and their surrounding communities have not often worked

cooperatively to address common problems, and that fortunately, this state of affairs was fast

changing, due in part to a shift from the old government paradigm to the new governance

paradigm (Martin, Smith, and Phillips, 2005).

The new governance paradigm encourages the creation of innovative partnerships between the

government sector, the priva e sector and the non-profit sector in order to harness the collective

13
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energies and strengths of all partners (Martin, Smith, and Phillips, 2005). Martin, Smith and

Phillips (2005) have also attempted to provide some definition as to what is meant by innovative

university-community partnerships, and also offered a brief history of university-community

relations. The central argument is that the shift from a government to a governance perspective is

promoting the use of innovative university-community partnerships and discusses critical success

factors with several case examples of successful innovative university-community partnerships

(Martin, Smith, and Phillips, 2005).

Universities have always strived to positively impact the communities they have been

established in varIOUS ways since the ontogeny of this new governance paradigm, stretching

across from socio-economic and cultural activities, research and innovations, capacity building

and community development outreach (Hart and Northrnore, 20 I0). Hart and Northmore (2010),

highlights the growing importance of the linkages between universities and their surrounding

communities (Hart and Northmore, 20 I0). According to the University of Ghana (2012), since

1948 when the first University was established in Ghana, the University of Ghana has been

working to impact society and help in national and community development through university-

community engagement (University of Ghana, 2012). The University of Ghana has posited that

the University has succeeded in establishing a consultancy and extension services unit to oversee

the activities of the University of Ghana in order to positively impact the wider society

(University of Ghana, 2012).

Literature on university-community relations situation of the UDS for instance Effah (2002);

Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire (2005); Delphe Project (2009) and also, Ahmed and Dinye (20 II) held

the view that, increasingly, voices from the South as well as from the North expressed the need
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for research, education and project approaches that addresses the specific perspectives, needs and

potentials of non-western societies and environments. In this way poverty alleviation and other

efforts to reach the MDGs can be responsive to location specific contexts (Delphe Project, 2009).

In line with this view, the University for Development Studies (UDS) was established in 1992

by the Government of Ghana in reaction to the new thinking in higher education which

emphasizes the need for universities to playa more significant role in addressing problems of the

society, particularly in the rural areas (Effah, 2002). There were provisions of the law

establishing the UDS that clearly demarcated the university's fields of emphasis to include

agricultural sciences, medical and health sciences, and integrated development studies; and also

enjoined the University to embark on research and offer practical training ill the subjects it

teaches and to rely on material available in the north of Ghana in particular and the country as a

whole (Kaburise, 2003).

The interface of university-community relations and livelihoods has been one of many issues.

Indeed, the literature is replete with evidence of the fact that universities have always had several

ways of impacting society as a whole (Effah, 2002). Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire (2005); Manuh,

Gariba, and Budu (2007); Delphe Project, (2008); and University of Ghana, (2012) among others

have pointed to ways universities have made attempts to impact society including physical

developments, socio-dernographic, socio-cultural, and socio-economic impacts, capacity

development of partners, research and community development outreach. Hart and Northrnore

(2010), have also pointed to the growing importance of civic engagements between universities

and the wider society (Hart and Northrnore, 20 I0).
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In furtherance of the new thinking in university education, the UDS produces graduates from the

university's professional programmes who form an important group of development practitioners

serving as facilitators in consultancies, NGOs and government establishments CUDS Graduate

Handbook, 2012).

The graduates from the UDS degree programmes also serve as rural development specialists in

NGOs and research institutes, as well as government agencies, conflict mediators in government

organizations, NGOs and private companies, project leaders in NGOs, or set up and manage their

own companies and NGOs depending on their interest and specializations CUDS Graduate

Handbook, 2012).

Additionally, the UDS through its International Centre for Education and Interdisciplinary

Research (ICEIR) among others collaborates with the academic faculties in the areas of research

and teaching CUDS website, 2015). Also, the University for Development Studies collaborates

with local and international NGOs, MDAs, CBOs and FBOs in research and training for

sustainable development. The Centre collaborates with Tamale Institute of Cross Cultural

Studies CTICCS) in the areas of cross cultural research, teaching and learning. The Centre also

has a long Standing Collaboration with the Ghana Institute of Linguistics, Literacy and Bible

Translation and a host ofNGOs in Northern Ghana CUDS website, 2015).

The University for Development Studies CUDS) has also been engaging with communities in

rural Ghana under the Third Trimester Field Practical Programme CTTFPP), under which

students are deployed annually to live among rural communities in Ghana, to experience and

observe first-hand the challenges confronting those communities and make propositions to

overcome those challenges with the aid of indigenous knowledge of the rural residents CUDS
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After the inception of the UDS in 1992, this piece of land was allocated to the University to

develop infrastructure for its Wa Campus (Kuu-ire, 2005). Available literature for instance

Kaburise (2003), observed that currently, there were some farmers from the surrounding.

communities who still had their farms and residences on the empty portions of the University

campus (Kaburise, 2003).

According to UDS-Lancaster Link Project has also observed that some community members

continued to have their major source of livelihood located on the University land with an ever

present risk of their crops getting harrowed away anytime the University wants to put up new

infrastructure. This relation between the Wa campus and its community revealed a sense of

insecurity and possible tensions between the university and the community (Ahmed and Dinye,

2011). Indeed, the Wa Municipal Assembly (20 10), had also observed that between 70% and

80% of the inhabitants of Wa Municipality which encompasses Bamahu still depended on

subsistence agriculture for their livelihood (Wa Municipal Assembly, 20 I0)_

The Bamahu community is located within the Wa municipality, the capital of the Upper West

Region of Ghana with geographical coordinates 10.4' Nand 2.30' W. In 2008, the University for

Development Studies (UDS) located its Wa campus to a new site in the Bamahu community

from a temporal site in the heart of the Wa municipality. The old site of the UDS campus now

houses the School of Law and Business. The location of the University campus to Bamahu has

attracted many people and infrastructure into the Bamahu area in a manner that is unprecedented

in the history of the community. Ahmed and Dinye (20 II), have observed that with the opening

up of the UDS campus in the area, there has been an increase in demand for housing units and

other social services and amenities (Ahmed and Dinye, 2011). That notwithstanding, there
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remains a supply gap in the infrastructure and services compared with the demand, and the

limited infrastructure has been largely constrained by the large numbers of students, staff, and

other workers in the community. These new dynamics of the community has impacted the

community in many ways, socio-economic, socio-cultural, demographic and livelihood systems

of the area and these impacts are the areas of focus of this research (Ahmed and Dinye, 2011).

Studies conducted on the relationship between the University and surrounding communities, for

example Effah (2002); Kaburise (2003), Kuu-ire (2005); and Ahmed and Dinye (20 11), have

further indicated that there was an influx of new infrastructural and physical developments into

Bamahu by private developers who have found a business of providing hostel accommodation

for students. Ahmed and Dinye (2011), have observed that, with the coming of the UDS, the

demand for housing units and other social services and amenities has received a tremendous

boost (Ahmed and Dinye, 2011). This trend has also exacted on the indigenes' access to

farmland, since people have sold their farmlands to private estate developers. Largely, there is a

gradual encroachment of residential units by commercial development. Landlords especially

those along the roads are converting residential units into commercial ventures (Ahmed and

Dinye, 2011 ).

The Wa Municipal Assemb!y (2010), commenting on the economic outlook of the area prior to

the location of the UDS campus, stated that the structure of the economy of the area had not

changed much over the past decade and was still largely dominated by agriculture followed by

commerce, and industry. The other key sectors of the economy were transport, tourism,

communication and energy, and that people's sources of livelihood depended on the economic
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activities they were involved in, the diversity, and the appropriate technology that they employed

(Wa Municipal Assembly, 20] 0).

2.3 Sustainable Livelihoods

The concept of sustainable livelihoods according to Chambers and Conway, (1992), to whom

much of the credit for earlier livelihood thinking is accorded "comprises the capabilities, assets

and activities required for a means of living. A livelihood is sustainable when it can cope with

and recover from stresses ai d shocks and maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets both

now and in the future, while not undermining the natural resource base" (Chambers and Conway,

1992).

The historical antecedence of livelihood thinking dates back to the works of Robert Chambers in

the mid-1980s who developed the idea of "Sustainable Livelihoods" with the intention to

enhance the efficiency of development cooperation (Kollmair and Gamper, 2002; DFID, 2008).

The background was that conventional development concepts did not yield the desired effects

and that humankind was additionally facing an enormous population pressure and so there was a

need to optimize the way society approached development (Chambers, 1992).

The concepts and ideas put forth in Robert Chambers' work constituted the basis for the

Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), as he developed for the British Department for

International Development (DFID, 2008). Kollmair and Gamper (2002), have also explained that

starting from 1997, the DFID integrated the sustainable livelihoods approach in its programmes

for development cooperation (DFID, 2008). In pursuit of the aim of eliminating poverty in

poorer countries, the DFID thought that the adoption of the sustainable livelihoods approach was

expected to contribute to this aim in providing structure to debate and discourse (DFID, 2008). In

this way, the approach had to be understood basically as a tool, or checklist, to understand
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poverty in responding to poor people's views and their own understanding of poverty (DFID,

2008). In adopting the SLA, the UK-DFID anticipated the application of the SLA to be f1exible

and adaptable to specific local settings and to objectives defined in a participatory manner

(Chambers and Conway, 1992; Kollrnair and Gamper, 2002; DFID, 2008).

2.4 The Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA)

According to the literature on sustainable livelihoods, for example, Chambers and Conway

(1992); Kollmair and Gamper (2002); Essamuah and Tonah (2004); and DFID (2008), a

dominant theoretical approach in the study of livelihoods is the Sustainable Livelihoods

Approach (SLA). The SLA has dominated much of contemporary livelihoods thinking, posits

that a livelihood can be classified as sustainable, when it is resilient in the face of external shocks

. and stresses, when it is not dependent upon external support, when it is able to maintain the long-

term productivity of natural resources and when it does not undermine the livelihood options of

others (Kollmair and Garnper, 2002).

Wilson (200 I), traces the historical trajectory of the concept of development which led up to the

concept of sustainability and livelihoods and argues that the concept of development has been

hotly debated, and one central idea in the debates was that development was a nebulous concept

and meant different things to different people. Wilson (2001), further posits development to be

planned activities to reduce a perceived problem. This opinion has led to a sense of development

as intentional action for a particular purpose (Wi Ison, 200 I). Another strand of argument was

that development was a historical process, in which societies transformed over long periods in an

apparently unplanned way, and that economic development and accompanying social and
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political transformations occurred as a result of the continuing development of societies (Wilson,

2001).

According to Wilson (2001), the goals and the approaches to development have also varied, and

the goals can vary ranging from encouraging economic growth, to alleviation of the worst effects

of poverty, through actions to change the economic and social structures that contribute to

inequality and lack of opportunity for the poorest. The approaches to achieving development can

also vary from the neoliberal approach, to the structural approach, to the interventionist

approach, through the people-centered approach, and lately the sustainable development

approach (Brundtland Report, 2007; Wilson, 2001).

Core Concepts of the SLA

People-centered

In the SLA, people rather than the resources they use are the priority concern in the livelihoods

approach, since problems associated with development often root in adverse institutional

structures impossible to be overcome through simple asset creation. Therefore, sustainable

poverty reduction will entail success only if development agents work with people in congruency

with their current livelihood strategies, social environment and capabilities to adapt. At a

practical level this implies a detailed analysis of people's livelihoods and their dynamics over

time.

Holistic

The concept of SLA as having a holistic view is aspired in understanding the stakeholders'

livelihoods as a whole, with all its facets. This does not however intend to be an exact

representation of the way the world is, but rather a manageable model to identify the most
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pressing constraints faced by people regardless of where that is, which sector or geographical

space, that these occur.

Building on strengths

Another essential point of the approach is the recognition of everyone's inherent potential for

his/her removal of constraints and realization of his/her potentials. This will contribute to

stakeholders' resilience and ability to achieve their own objectives, building on their innate

strengths.

Macro-micro links

Much of development activity tends to focus on either the macro or the micro level, whereas the

SLA tries to bridge this gap in stressing the links between the two levels. As people are often

affected from decisions at the macro policy level and vice-versa, this relation needs to be

considered in order to achieve sustainable development.

Sustainability

In the SLA, a livelihood can be classified as sustainable, when it is resilient in the face of

external shocks and stresses, when it is not dependent upon external support, when it is able to

maintain the long-term productivity of natural resources and when it does not undermine the

livelihood options of others (Koczberski et ai, 200 I, Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

The application of the SLF found practical expression in the works of the UK Department for

International Development CDFIO) and the International Fund for agricultural Development

(IF AD). In a simplified form, the SLF is a livelihoods analytical framework that depicts

livelihoods stakeholders operating in a context of vulnerability, within which they have access to

certain livelihood assets. These assets gain their meaning and value through the prevailing social,

23

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh



institutional and organizational environment (policies, institutions and processes). This context

of vulnerability influences the livelihood strategies that are available to stakeholders in pursuit of

their self-defined beneficial livelihood outcomes. In other words, the .framework provides a

checklist of important issues and sketches out the way these issues link to each other, while it

draws special attention to core influences and processes and their multiple interactions in

association to livelihoods. In the context of the SLF, the core ideas represented are explained and

defined below in the way they should be understood (DFID, 2008).

Vulnerability Context

The vulnerability context forms the external environment 111 which people exist and gain

importance through direct impacts upon people's asset status. It comprises trends, that is,

demographic trends, resource trends, trends in governance, shocks, that is, human, livestock or

crop health shocks, natural hazards, like floods or earthquakes, economic shocks like inflation

and interest regimes, conflicts in form of national or international wars, and seasonality that is

seasonality of prices, products or employment opportunities, and represents the part of the

framework that lies furthest outside stakeholder's control. It is also noteworthy that within the

SLF, not all trends and seasonality must be considered as negative, they can also move in

favourable directions. Trends in new technologies or seasonality of prices could be used as

opportunities to secure livelihoods (DFID, 2008).

Livelihood Assets

In keeping with the ideology of people-centeredness, the SLA is concerned first and foremost

with people. So an accurate and realistic understanding of people's strengths herein called

"assets" or "capital" is crucial to analyze how they endeavor to convert their assets into positive

livelihood outcomes (Bebbington, 1999 as cited in Kollmair and Gamper, 2002). People require
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a range of assets to achieve their self-defined goals, whereas no single capital endowment is

sufficient to yield the desired outcomes on its own. Assets in the context of the SLF are of

special interest for empirical research in order to ascertain, if those, who were able to escape

from poverty, started off with a particular combination of capital, and if such a combination

would be transferable to other livelihood settings. Furthermore, it would be interesting to

evaluate the potential for substitution between different capitals, for instance a replacement of a

lack of financial capital - as is often the case in the real ity of poor stakeholders - through a better

endowment with social capital (Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

Human Capital

In the sustainable livelihoods literature, "human capital" is a widely used term with varIOUS

meanings. However, in the context of the SLF it is defined clearly that "human capital represents

the skills, knowledge, ability to labour and good health that together enable people to pursue

different livelihood strategies and achieve their livelihood objectives" (OFIO, 2000). At the

household level it varies according to household size, skill levels, leadership potential, health

status, etc. and appears to be a decisive factor - besides being intrinsically valuable - in order to

make use of any other type of assets. Therefore, changes in human capital have to be seen not

oniy as isolated effects, but as well as a supportive factor for the other assets (DFID, 2000).

Social Capital

In the context of the SLF, social capital is taken to mean the social resources upon which people

draw in seeking for their livelihood outcomes, such as networks and connectedness, that increase

people's trust and ability to cooperate or membership in more formalized groups and their

systems of rules, norms and sanctions. Quite often, access and amount (If social capital is

determined through birth, age, gender or caste and may even differ within a household.
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Obviously and often parallel to positive impacts, social capital also may cause effects that are

restrictive for development. For instance, the membership in some groups such as caste groups

always entails excluding other stakeholders; or the social affiliation to a certain group or caste

may be positive or negative depending on the person's hierarchical po ition within the system. It

is still important through its direct impact on other capitals, by improving the efficiency of

economic relations or by reducing the 'free rider' problems associated with.public goods through

the mutual trust and obligations it poses onto the community. For 'he most deprived, social

capital often represents a place of refuge in mitigating the effects of shocks r lacks in other

capitals through informal networks (OFIO, 2008).

Natural capital

Natural capital is used for the natural resource stocks from which resource flows and services

(such as land, water, forests, air quality, erosion protection, biodiversity degree and rate of

change, etc.) that are useful for livelihoods. It is of special importance for those who derive all or

part of their livelihoods from natural resource-based activities, as it is often the case for the poor

stakeholders, but also in more general terms, since a good air and water quality represents a basis

for good health and other aspects of a livelihood. Within the framework, a particularly close

relationship exists between natural capital and the vulnerability context and many of the

devastating shocks for livelihoods are natural processes that destroy natural capital for example

fires, floods, and earthquakes (OFIO, 2008; Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

Physical Capital

Physical capital in the context of the SLF comprises the basic infrastructure and production of

goods and services needed to support livelihoods, such as affordable transport, secure shelter and

buildings, adequate water supply and sanitation, clean, affordable energy and access to
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information. Its influence on the sustainability of a livelihood system is best fit for representation

through the notion of opportunity costs as a poor Infrastructure can preclude education, access to

health services and income generation. For example, without irrigation facilities long periods are

spent in non-productive activities, such as the collection of water - needing extra labour force,

which could be used elsewhere. Since infrastructure can be very expensive, not only its physical

presence is important, but also the pricing and secure dis,pIQ'sirion for the poorest groups of

society must be considered (DFID, 2008).

Financial Capital

Financial capital, in the SLF, denotes the financial resources that. ople use to achieve their

livelihood objectives and it comprises the important availability of casu or equivalent, which

enables people to adopt different livelihood strategies. Two main sources of financial capital can

be identified, namely:

Firstly, the available stocks comprising cash, bank deposits or liquid assets such as livestock and

jewellery, not having liabilities attached and usuaily independent of third parties. Secondly,

regular inflows of money comprising labour income, pensions, or other transfers from the state,

and remittances, which are mostly dependent on others and need to be reliable. It is worthy of

note that, among the five categories of assets, financial capital is probably the most versatile as it

can be converted into other types of capital or it can be used for direct achievement of livelihood

outcomes, for instance, purchasing of food to reduce food insecurity. However, it tends to be the

asset the least available for the poor, this is what makes other capitals important as substitutes

(Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).
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Transforming Structures and Processes

These represent the institutions, organizations, policies and legislation that shape livelihoods.

They are of central importance as they operate at all levels and effectively determine access,

terms of exchange between different types of capital, and returns to any given livelihood strategy

(Shankland, 2000; Keeley, 200 I).

Structures according to DFID, (2000), can be described as the hardware (private and public

organizations) "that set and implement policy and legislation, deliver services, purchase, trade

and perform all manner of other functions that affect livelihoods" COFIO, 2000). An absence of

well working structures often constitutes an obstacle to sustainable development and makes

simple asset creation difficult in case of adverse structures impeding access to apply a certain

livelihood strategy. In contrast to other approaches, where scarcity and underdevelopment was

thought to be a problem of people not having enough due to lacking capital endowments, the

SLF analyzes it as a problem of access and the possibility to control the available resources that

are often sufficiently at disposition COFIO, 2000,2008).

Complementary to structures and processes constitute the "software" that determine the way in

which structures and individuals operate and interact. There are many types of overlapping and

conflicting processes operating at a variety of levels - and like software, they are crucial and

complex. Equally important processes for livelihoods are policies,' legislation and institutions,

but also culture and power relations. These may serve as incentives for people to make choices,

they may be responsible for access to assets or they may enable stakeholders to transform and

substitute one type of asset through another COFI0, 2000, 2008).

Transforming structures and processes occupy a central position in the framework and directly

feedback to the vulnerability context, while influencing and determining ecological or economic
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trends through political structures, while mitigating or enforcing effects of shocks or keeping

seasonality under control through working market structures; or they can restrict people's choice

of livelihood strategies and may thus be a direct impact on livelihood outcomes (DFID, 2000;

and Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

Livelihood Strategies

In the context of SLF, livelihood strategies comprise the range and combination of activities and

choices that people undertake in order to achieve their livelihood goals. They have to be

understood as a dynamic process in which people combine activities to meet their various needs

at different times and on different geographical or economical levels, whereas they may even

differ within a household. Their direct dependence on asset status and transforming structures

and processes becomes clear through the position they occupy within the framework. A changing

asset status may further or hinder other strategies depending on the policies and institutions at

work (Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

When considering livelihood strategies and issues connected to the SLA in general, it is

important to recognize that people compete for jobs, markets, natural resources, and so on which

makes it difficult for everyone to achieve simultaneous improvements in their livelihoods. The

poor are themselves a very heterogeneous group, placing different priorities in a finite and

therefore highly disputed environment. Compromises are often indispensable. An application of

the SLA offers the advantage to be sensitive for such issues in a differentiated manner (Kollmair

and Gamper, 2002).

Livelihood Outcomes

Livelihood outcomes in the context of the SLF, are the achievements of livelihood strategies,

such as more income, increased well-being for example non materia! goods, like self-esteem,
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health status, access to services, sense of inclusion, reduced vulnerability for instance better

resilience through increase in asset status, improved food security for example increase in

financial capital in order to buy food and a more sustainable use of natural resources for example

appropriate property rights. Outcomes help us to understand the output of the current

configuration of factors within the livelihood framework; they demonstrate what motivates

stakeholders to act as they do and what are their priorities. They might give us a,n idea of how

people are likely to respond to new opportunities and which performance indicators should be

used to assess support activity. Livelihood outcomes directly influence the assets and change

dynamically their level, offering a new starting point for other strategies and outcomes (Kollmair

and Gamper, 2002).

Applications and Restrictions of the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach

Kollrnair and Gamper, (2002) did indicate that the potential applications of the SLA were

manifold and not restricted to livelihood thinking only, as the approach included ideas of other

recent theoretical approaches. It had a flexible design and its openness to changes makes it

adaptable to diverse local settings, where it can be applied to different extents associated with

development research or project objectives (Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

Prior to any development activity, the SLA might serve as an analytical tool for the

identification of development priorities and new activities in order to understand the way a

socially constructed environment works and to find potential beneficiaries or partners in practice.

A study conducted by Ellis (2000) in three Tanzanian villages stresses the importance of a

detailed livelihood analysis for successful development cooperation. Ellis (2000), found out that

in a region commonly known as famous for coffee production, a detailed livelihood analysis was

successful to demonstrate that coffee production contributed to the household income only with
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1% - a striking fact that might have been overlooked without a detailed livelihood analysis (Ellis,

2000).

Furthermore, the SLA might be applied in the form of a livelihood analysis to assess how

development activities fit with the livelihoods of the poor, whilst the SLF might be of use as a

checklist or means of structuring ideas (Chambers, 1992). Kollmair and Gamper (2002)

examining the SLF as put forward by Chambers, stated that within projects or programmes, SLA

can be used to sharpen the focus of monitoring and evaluation systems, as it was done by Nicol

(2000), who adopted SLA to water projects in order to analyze, monitor and evaluate their

efficiency (Nicol, 2000).

In the view of Kollmair and Garnper (2002), the uses of the SLA are diverse, flexible and

adaptable to many settings, but it does not represent a magic tooi being able to eliminate

problems of poverty with a single sign, nor is it a complete new idea that will be revolutionary

for development research and cooperation. That notwithstanding, the SLF delivers a good too! to

structure development research and increase efficiency of development projects. Albeit the SLA

has strengths as an analytical tool, quite often its weaknesses can be found too. On the one hand,

a differentiated livelihood analysis requires enormous financial, time and persona! resources

often lacking in practical projects (Chambers, 1992).

Moreover, the claim to be holistic leads to a consideration of very many aspects, which

inevitably delivers a flood of information hardly possible to cope with. The decision about what

to consider with priority leads us to a normative dilemma (Kollmair and Garnper, 2002).

Furthermore, problems may arise with the analysis of the livelihood assets, as for example, the

difficulties to measure and to compare social capital. Additionally, the asset status of a person is

highly associated with the amount of dependence from a certain resource, varying according to
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the local context, as for instance, some actors might be able to satisfy their needs with a 10\\1 level

of financial capital, whereas others with more financial capital show by far less ability to do so

(Kollmair and Gamper, 2002).

Having examined the nature of the theoretical underpinnings for and the core tenets of the

Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), the next section will focus on the Sustainable

Livelihoods Framework (SLF), the dominant conceptual approach in livelihoods thinking which

has been adopted to carry out this study.

2.5 The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF)

The literature on livelihoods, for instance Chambers (1992); Chambers and Conway (1992);

Kollmair and Gamper (2002); and the UK-DFID (2000; 2008), have pointed to the fact that the

SLF is a dominant conceptual framework in livelihoods analysis as shown in Figure 1 below.

This framework was developed by Robert Chambers for the United Kingdom Department for

International Development to provide a checklist of important issues and how these link to each

other, while it draws special attention to core influences and processes and their multiple

interactions in association to livelihoods (DFID, 2008).

The SLF in its simplified form depicts livelihoods stakeholders operating 111 a context of

vulnerability, within which they have access to certain assets. These gain their meaning and

value through the prevailing social, institutional and organizational environment. The SLF is

widely used for investigating livelihoods while visualizing the main factors of influence. Like all

models, the SLF is a simplification and does not represent in real life, the full diversity and

richness of livelihoods, which can only be understood by qualitative and participatory analysis at

the local level (Chambers, 1992).
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Recovery Programmes (ERPs) by the Government of Ghana in the 1980's, and the mass

migration of rural residents to the city (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

One of the key findings of Essamuah and Tonah (2004), was that Accra's infrastructure could

not cope with the increasing population, and examined the livelihood strategies of households to

cope with urban poverty. The study found out that people's livelihood strategies included

increased participation in the informal sector activities, employing legal and illegal methods in

obtaining essential social services, increased patronage of street food vendors, and multiple

memberships in social, ethnic and religious associations (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

Essamuah and Tonah (2004), also found that the increasing urban poverty had implications for

division of labour and gender roles within the household, and established that poor adult men

were no longer able to meet their traditional responsibility of being the households'

breadwinners (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

As a consequence, women and children were compelled to combine their domestic duties with

income generating activities within the city's informal sector in order to cope with poverty

(Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

In carrying out this study in Nima - an overpopulated, crowded, and impoverished suburb of

Accra, the sampling technique adopted by Margaret Essamuah and Stephen Tonah of the College

of Agricultural and Consumer Sciences and the Department of Sociology respectively of the

University of Ghana, for selecting the study area was purposive because of the peculiar socio-

cultural, economic and demographic make-up of the area (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004). The

other reason for selecting Nima was easy accessibility and the fact that a good number of surveys

had already been conducted and that made secondary information available to facilitate the

literature review for the study, and also to facilitate comparison (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

34

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh



A survey questionnaire was used as a data gathering instrument and was administered to a

sample of 60 respondents selected from 35 households in Nima. Forty-five percent of the total

respondents were females while 55 percent were males. Two-thirds of respondents were self-

employed and worked mainly as petty traders, skilled and unskilled workers including masons,

carpenters, tailors and seamstresses and so on (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004). There were other

respondents who were cleaners, labourers, cashiers and clerks in the public service and the banks

in the city. The selection of households was done using the accidental sampling technique, so

members of the households who were available, willing and able to provide the needed

information were chosen for the survey. The survey paid particular attention to obtaining a cross

section of the community in the sample, and factors such as occupation, gender, and ethnicity

were also considered (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

The paper under review also used focus group discussions conducted within compounds toward

the latter part of the study to complement the survey data. Selected key informants such as

opinion leaders, and leaders of religious groups, social clubs, and ethnic associations in the area

were also interviewed to triangulate and validate the survey data (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

On livelihood strategies, Essamuah and Tonah (2004), found out that individual and household

livelihood strategies in Nima, had varied considerably, and that households' livelihoods

strategies depended on such factors as the level of education and training, the length of stay in

the suburb, the nature of the informal networks, the ethnic group of members, and membership in

social and religious organizations (Essamuah and Tohah, 2004). Instead of presenting the

livelihoods of individual households which would have been time and space consuming, rather

chose to present the main thematic livelihood strategies that were widely in vogue among
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households in Nima (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004). Generally speaking however, in the view of

the authors, the most urgent challenge of most households remained how to earn income to meet

their basic needs such as food, drinks, clothes, rent, and money to pay for other necessities

(Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

According to the study, many households in responding to the challenges employed both

legitimate and illegitimate opportunities to earn their livelihoods. Specifically, the most typical

informal occupations within the study area included the following:

1. Rental distribution of foodstuff and goods such as newspapers, imported household

items, crafts, toi let tissue, toys, etc.

2. Carriage of goods by head porterage, using bicycles, trucks and taxis to transport goods

across the suburb.

3. Providing skilled services such as shoe shine, watch repairs, hairdressing, manicure and

pedicure services, typing of documents.

4. Repair and maintenance services such as retro-fixing of umbrellas, cookers, fridges, fans,

bicycles etc.

5. Security services including work as day and night security men for shops, offices, and car

parks etc.

6. Gambling services such as sale of tickets for lottery and other games of chance, and sale

of telephone cards.

7. Door-to-door collection of recyclable materials including old newspapers, empty bottles

and cans, plastics, scrap materials etc.
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8. Engaging in prostitution on either permanent or intermittent basis especially among the

young females in the suburb who engage in casual sex for money for survival, and to

increase their income.

9. Begging along major highways and residential areas.

10. Engaging in organized and spontaneous crime mainly involving activities such as theft of

household electronic/electrical gadgets, mobile telephones, and other movable property.

Another significant observation the two scholars made about livelihoods was that, albeit living

in a densely populated area of Accra, some residents adopted urban agriculture as their major

source of livelihood or for added income (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004). Most of such persons

had their farms in parts of the neighbouring suburbs of Kanda, Ridge, Dzorwulu, Airport,

Cantonments and then along the city's Ring Road to the east. These farms although were started

,. as a means of supplementing household food supply, increasingly became commercial full time

jobs undertaken by adult men (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

In summary, Essamuah and Tonah (2004), concluded that the survival of the urban poor had

been largely due to their own ingenuity and determination, and the strategies adopted by the

urban poor which included increased participation in the informal sector, employing legal and

illegal means to obtain essential services, increased patronage of street food vendors, and

multiple membership of social, religious, ethnic associations (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

Finally, Essamuah and Tonah (2004) have also established that the time and energy implications

of engaging in secondary jobs could be very serious, since households were forced into informal

activity at the expense of vital activities such as education and child care among others

Consequently, the two scholars worried that under the current circumstances, the future could not
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be as good for the urban poor as more rural folks kept migrating to the city without

~ corresponding development and expansion of the city's facilities (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

Global Policy Network (2004), is another study on livelihoods but largely among urban wage

earners, especially those working in the formal sector, conducted by the Global Policy Network

and published jointly with the Ghana Trades Unions Congress (Global Policy Network, 2004).

The general conclusions were that the Economic Recovery Programmes (ERPs) and Structural

Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) that were adopted by many African countries in the 1980s had

brought an upsurge in poverty among sections of urban residents (Global Policy etwork, 2004).

The Global Policy Network therefore set out to assess the trends, levels and the sources of

incomes in Ghana in the 1990s, and their relative importance in household livelihood security.

The study emphasizes the role of inflation, the rapid depreciation of the Ghanaian national

currency, inappropriate government wages and tax policies, and the growing inequality in

income distribution and calls for the formulation of a national incomes policy and suggested

major rethinking of the country's wage policy (Global Policy Network, 2004).

According to the Global Policy Network, the Ghanaian economy like the economies of most

African countries was divided into formal and informal sectors. The formal sector employed

about 14 percent of the labour force aged between 15 and 64 years. The informal sector

(including agricultural/rural sector) was the source of livelihood for the remaining 86 percent of

the working age population. This study did also acknowledge that agriculture was the backbone

of the Ghanaian economy and that its share of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) averaged 40

percent between 1995 and 2003 and served as the source of employment for more than 55

percent of the labour force. (Global Policy Network, 2004).
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The Ghana Living Standards Survey-Gl.Sf (1999), also worried that two out of every five

Ghanaians lived below the official poverty line (GLSS, 1999). Following this background, the

Global Policy Network (2004) argued that the Economic Recovery Programmes (ERPs) and

Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) that were adopted by many African countries in the

1980s had increased poverty among sections of urban residents, and added that the incidence of

poverty was prevalent and estimated to be as high as 80 percent in the northern parts of the

country (Global Policy Network, 2004).

2.7 Conclusions

It has been noted from the literature including Effah (2002); Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire (2005):

Manuh, Gariba and Budu (2007); Hart and Northmore (2010); Ahmed and Dinye (20 II); Delphe

Project (2012); University of Ghana (2012), among others that university-community relations

I has become increasingly important to help universities to impact the wider society and contribute

to socio-economic and national development (University of Ghana, 2012).

It also came out clearly, that universities have used varied activities to impact societies in which

they were established. The University of Ghana for example has established a consultancy

services unit to coordinate the activities of the university to impact community and national

development (University of Ghana, 2012). The UDS has also been engaging with communities

in rural Ghana through community outreach under the Third' Trimester Field Practical

Programme for students and faculty to experience the development challenges of the

communities and make propositions to overcome these challenges (Effah, 2002).

It has also been established from the literature like Effah (2002); Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire

(2005), among others that universities and communities both as open systems affect and are

affected by the communities in which they are established. Ahmed and Dinye (201 J) have
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into the community, and settlement patterns, land uses, the socio-cultural outlook and the

•.
'-

observed that the coming of the UDS to Bamahu has attracted many people and infrastructure

livelihoods environment were fast changing and have impacted on the community in a profound

way (Ahmed and Dinye, 201 I).
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY

3.1 The Study area

The University for Development Studies (UDS) was established in 1992 and has operated the

multi satellite campuses system as opposed to the traditional practice of having a campus in one

of the metropolitan locations of the country (Kaburise, 2003). Consequently, the UDS has

campuses located in Tamale, Nyankpala, Navrongo, and Wa (Kuu-ire, 2005). The Wa campus of

the UDS was initially located in a temporal site in the Wa municipality until it was relocated to a

permanent campus in the Bamahu community still within the Wa municipality, the capital of the

Upper West Region of Ghana. The campus in Bamahu is specifically located at coordinates

9.992 Nand 2.474 W (Google maps, 2014). The relocation of the campus to the Bamahu

community has attracted large populations and infrastructure into the area in a manner

unprecedented in the history of the community (Ahmed and Dinye, 2011). Granted that this was

the case, the infrastructure compared with the demand largely remained limited and relatively

underdeveloped particularly considered against the strains of the influx of new population waves

including students, staff, and other workers into a hitherto rural and relatively under developed

location (Kaburise, 2003).

Field visits to Bamahu, revealed new dynamics that were impacting on the community and its

livelihood systems. Bamahu was purposively selected for this study due to the relocation of the

UDS campus and the impacts it was having on the community and its livelihood systems

(Ahmed and Dinye, 20 II). These impacts and new dynamics are the focus of this research.
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3.2 Research Design

The research design for this study was a descriptive design (non-experimental) since it does not

allow for any manipulation of the key variables (Jackson, 2009). A descriptive design describes

and interprets what exists (Creswell, 2003). This view of Creswell (2003), aided my choice of a

descriptive study design since the objective was concerned with conditions or interrelationships

that existed, opinions that were held, processes that were going on, effects that were evident, and

trends that were developing (Creswell, 2003). Unlike the explanatory research design which

focuses on "why" questions, the descriptive research design concentrates on "what" was going

on. It describes the situation or the phenomenon as it existed and does not focus on 'why' or

'causes' (Creswell, 2003).

The descriptive design was considered suitable for this research because the objectives of the

study were basically to examine the impacts the UDS Wa campus was having on the socio-

economic, socio-cultural, demographic and livelihood systems of the Bamahu community from a

university-community relations and sustainable livelihoods conceptual perspective since the

coming of the University campus. The study examined the nature and characteristics of the

relations between the UDS and its surrounding communities. Specifically, the study examined

the challenges and constraints posed to the University and livelihood systems of the community,

and finally it examined the potentials and opportunities posed' for the University and the

livelihood systems of the community by the location of the campus to the Bamahu community.

The objectives of this research as a science endeavor was a description of a phenomena or the

relationship that existed between phenomenon, as opposed to other goals of the scientific

enterprise including prediction and explanation (Jackson, 2009). As such, descriptive studies do

not make accurate predictions, neither do they determine cause and effect relationships. In
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The observational method is also sometimes referred to as field observation of social, biological

descriptive research designs, there are three main methods namely observational method, case

study method and survey method (Creswell, 2003; Jackson, 2009).

or human behavior phenomena that is closely observed. There are two major categories of the

observational method namely, naturalistic observation and laboratory observation. Among the

proponents of the natural observational method such as Jackson (2009), they have argued that a

major advantage of the naturalistic method of research was that researchers viewed participants

in their natural environments. This leads to greater ecological validity compared with laboratory

observation. Ecological validity have been explained as the extent to which research can be used

in real-life situations (Jackson, 2009).

The case study method in descriptive research design involves an in-depth study of an individual

case or group of individual cases based on the presence of some specified parameter the

researcher is interested in. Case studies often lead to testable hypotheses and allow us to study

rare phenomena. Case studies therefore should not be used to determine cause and effect, since

they have limited use for making accurate predictions (Jackson, 2009). There are two major

drawbacks with case studies namely expectancy effects and atypical individuals. Expectancy

effects include the researcher's innate biases that might affect the actions taken while conducting

research which can lead to misrepresenting the descriptions of a subject. Describing atypical

individuals may lead to poor generalizations and detract from external validity, so the findings

have to be extrapolated with caution (Jackson, 2009). In survey method research, respondents

answer questions administered through interviews or questionnaires. After respondents answer

the questions, researchers describe the responses given. In order for the survey to be both reliable
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Another consideration when designing questions to elicit appropriate responses is whether to

include open-ended, closed-ended, partially open-ended, or rating-scale questions. It is important

to emphasize that descriptive research methods can only describe a set of observations or the

data collected. It cannot draw conclusions from that data about causal relationships between

phenomena (Jackson, 2009).

3.3 Sampling and Sample Techniques

The population for this study was residents of the Bamahu community, including settlers,

indigenes and students of the University for Development Studies. The residents were to be

found in households within the houses in Bamahu and these households were selected as

sampling units out of which respondents were selected for the study. According to the Wa

Municipal Assembly (20 10), the Bamahu community had an estimated total of 172 households,

and these represented the population for this study out of which the samples were drawn (Wa

Municipal Assembly, 20 10).

Taking a cue from Essamuah and Tonah (2004), the estimated sample size was one of a third of

the estimated total households in the Bamahu community, that is 33.33% of 172 households,

namely 57.33 households, but then a total of 60 households were selected for this research. This

selection was done using the simple random sampling technique which gave every household

equal probability of being selected into the sample (Opoku, 2002; Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

Having selected the 60 sample households from the population of 172, one male or female of

working age class was selected from each of the 60 households using the accidental sampling

method to take the survey. In practice therefore, the survey was administered in those sampled

households where the household members were available and were capable and willing to take

~ part in the survey. The survey was administered through direct face-to-face interviews. The
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entire survey was administered within a period of two weeks with the help of two research

assistants and support from some community members.

During the community visits, field surveys were conducted as part of the processes of this

research, consequently the researcher observed many impacts that the relocation of the

University for Development Studies Wa campus was having on the Bamahu community. Some

of these impacts were socio-economic, socio-cultural, demographic, while some were challenges

and constraints, others were potentials and opportunities arising out of the relocation of the

University for the community and other stakeholders in the development of the University and

the community. Therefore a survey questionnaire was administered among the sixty (60)

sampled respondents to obtain detailed information about the nature and characteristics of

university-community relations in the Bamahu community since the inception of the Wa UDS

campus. Essamuah and Tonah (2004), adopted a similar approach to conduct a study on

livelihood strategies in Nima-a congested suburb of Accra. Essamuah and Tonah (2004),

specifically used a survey questionnaire for data gathering and chose a sample of 60 respondents

selected from 35 households in Nima. Forty-five percent of the respondents were females while

55 percent were males. This earlier study aided my selection of the number of respondents, the

method of data gathering and data analysis (Essamuah and Tonah, 2004).

3.4 Instruments for data collection

This section discusses the data collection tools and methods that were used, namely the survey

questionnaire, interviews, and field observations. Survey questionnaires were administered

through direct face-to-face interviews. The survey questionnaire contained questions both open-

ended and close-ended to enable a detailed collection of data. The questionnaire covered the

areas specified in the research objectives to ensure that the data covered the scope of the study.
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The survey was made amenable to statistical analysis using coding technique to enable data to be

captured for analysis. The questionnaire is presented in appendix I to this study report. Field

observations were conducted to witness livelihood changes, the physical, socio-economic, socio-

cultural, and demographic impacts the Wa UDS campus was having on the Bamahu community.

These methods were selected to complement each other to attain a deeper insight into the study

parameters. According to Cooper and Schindler (2000), a researcher was likely to attain a deeper

insight into a problem by using a complementary range of data collection methods rather than

using the most widely encountered method in the literature or suggested by disciplinary bias

(Cooper and Schindler, 2000).

This view of Cooper and Schindler (2000), aided my choice of the complimentary data

collection methods for this research since survey and interviews have been used variously to

study both small and large samples (Cooper and Schindler, 2000). There were focused group

discussions with sections of students and residents in the Bamahu community to obtain further

data to validate or complement the survey data.

Survey questionnaires were used to collect data on how community and livelihood systems were

affected by the relocation of the Wa UDS campus to the Bamahu community. There were close-

ended questions and open-ended questions in the questionnaire and the questions covered the

scope of research questions to aid the achievement of the research objectives (Opoku, 2002).

Please reference Appendix I in the addendum to this report for a sample of the survey

questionnaire.

3.5 Data analysis

The data collected during the survey were both qualitative and quantitative. The contemporary

Statistical Programme and Service Solutions (SPSS) software package from IBM Incorporated
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and Microsoft Excel were used to analyze the data and present the findings. There were 60

survey questionnaires administered and they were coded and entered into the computer via the

MS Excel environment and then exported to the SPSS environment for analysis. The responses

were tabulated and analyzed using normal distribution analysis. The normal distribution analysis

is perhaps the most important and most widely used distribution in statistics. It is also sometimes

called the bell curve, or the Gaussian curve named after the German mathematician Karl

Friedrich Gauss. The importance of the normal distribution stems primarily from the fact that the

distributions of many natural phenomena are at least approximately normally distributed (Lane

n.d.). Based on these reasons, the normal distribution analysis was used for this research.

The results of the analysis undertaken were presented in statistical tables and diagrams such as

histograms, pie charts, and group bar charts included in the Results and Discussion chapter

following this chapter to promote easy understanding of the results. The next chapter will be the

discussions of the results obtained in this study.
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CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter discusses the results from the data collected and analyzed on the impacts the Wa

UDS campus was having on the Bamahu community from a university-community relations

perspective, and focuses on the thematic areas set out in the objectives of this research. It is

important to repeat that the data collected from the community were entered into the MS office

environment using MS excel and then imported into the SPSS environment for normal statistical

distribution analysis. The summarized results have been presented in this chapter using various

statistical diagrams. Specifically, the results have been displayed in histograms, pie charts, group

bar charts, and statistical distribution tables for ease of understanding of the results.

The discussion of results focused on the social and demographic characteristics of the

respondents such as the age and gender distribution among the respondents. Beyond this, the

chapter discussed the ways the Wa UDS campus was impacting the community with specific

emphasis on changing livelihoods patterns. The discussion also focused on the socio-economic

developments in the community as a result of the relocation of the campus to the Bamahu

community. Specifically, the discussions examined the challenges posed to the university and

the community, the constraints posed to the university and the community, the potentials and

opportunities presented to the university and the community. The section concluded that from the

totality of the evidence presented on the interface of the UDS Wa campus and the Bamahu

community, interventions were possible on the platform of university-community relations that

would seek to enhance university-community relations with the overarching goal to achieve

orderly and sustainable development of the university community.
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4.2 SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

4.2.1 Introduction

The demographic characteristics of the people of the Bamahu community was of interest

in this study. This covered the age and gender of the people to understand how different

gender and age categories were experiencing the impacts of the presence of the UDS

campus in the community.

4.2.2 Gender of Respondents

The gender distribution of the respondents in Figure 4.1 below was represented fourty

five percent (45%), and fifty five (55%) respectively for female and male respondents.

This gender distribution among the respondents compares to an earlier study that was

conducted into livelihoods among urban poor residents in Nima, a congested suburb of

Accra by Essarnuah and Tonah (2004). Within the new impacts and dynamics in the

comrnunnity, men, women and youth were all experiencing the impacts, so the study

examined how the impacts were affecting traditional gender based roles among the

respondents.
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4.2.3 Age Distribution of Respondents

• The age distribution among the respondents to the survey as shown in Figure 4.2 below

demonstrates that the respondents were within the working age bracket of the community.

The minimum age bracket was the 20-30 years bracket and the maximum age bracket was

the 50 and above bracket. The implication of this age distribution was that all the

respondents were persons who had to fend for their own livelihood sustenance within the

new dynamics of the location of the University campus. These were also the same people

about whom the Wa Municipal Assembly (2010) had opined that 70-80% depended on

agriculture and kin networks for their livelihoods. The results obtained from the survey

especially on the self-defined beneficial livelihood options available to respondents

differed significantly from the view of the Assembly as demonstrated under the

livelihoods analysis of the survey in the next section of this chapter.
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Figure 4.2 Age Distribution of Respondents (source: Field data, 2014)
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The livelihood activities of the people shown in Figure 4.3 below, points to the fact that the

4.3 IMPACTS OF LIVELmOODS ON THE PEOPLE

4.3.1 Livelihoods Activities of the People

influx of people and infrastructure into Bamahu had exacted heavily on the residents' access to

farmland. Consequently, farming which was indicated by the Wa Municipal Assembly (2010) as

the major livelihood option of between 70-80% of the people of the larger Wa municipality, was

no longer the dominant livelihood activity in the Bamahu community. The data points to the

diversification of livelihood alternatives, and farming was now dominant among three percent

(3%) of the respondents. Farm lands were taken over for estates construction and other

competing land uses. Farming was overtaken by trade which had become the dominant

livelihood among 47% of the people. Other livelihood options as dress-making 14% for both

men and women, cattle trade at 17%, hairdressing, transport, vulcanizing services, petty fuel

J vending, were now competing with farming

Farmer
3%

fuel dealer
3%

VUlcanizer
lTransport owner --.:.3:...:%...::...

3%

Barber
3%

cattle dealer
17%

Tailor
5%

Trader
47%

Fig. 4.3 Livelihoods activities among the respondents (source: Field data, 2014).
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Furthermore, the diversifying nature of agriculture and allied livelihood alternatives and

divesting of agricultural lands for residential and commercial purposes encountered in the

problem statement had been supported by these results. Indeed, many people had diversified

from farming into other livelihood alternatives as a response to the new livelihood dynamics

occasioned in part by the relocation of the UDS Wa campus and allied developments into the

area. This trend was supported by Ahmed and Dinye (20 II) in an earlier study into the

challenges of urban planning in the Wa municipality.

4.3.2 Challenges posed to Livelihoods in the Bamahu Community

These are the major challenges arising from the transformations in livelihoods as a result of the

UDS campus presence in Bamahu, The issue of diversifying and competing land uses could

largely be attributed to the loss of agricultural lands to commercial land uses in Bamahu. Figure

4.4 below shows the challenges posed to livelihoods in the community. The distribution of data

shows that loss of agricultural land was considered significant among 22% of the respondents.

Ahmed and Dinye (2011), made a similar observation of lands being put to alternative uses

without recourse to orderly and consistent land use planning within the larger Wa Municipality.

The data further reveals that another 22% of the respondents considered the threat of possible

out-migration as a challenge on the livelihoods of the community, while 17% of the respondents

regarded the possibility of increases in food prices and estates prices all affected the livelihoods

of the community. Again, 18% of the respondents considered food supply deficit as important

factor to the livelihoods and lastly another 22% considered housing deficit as a challenge to the

community.
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::
Figure 4.4 Livelihood Challenges in Bamahu community (source: Field data, 2014)

The challenge of loss of agricultural land as indicated in Figure 4.4 above is rated similar to

possible out-migration which both registered as significant among 22% the respondents. The

community has lost vast agricultural lands to the University and allied developments in the

community. The loss of farmland could have significant implications for the community in that

the community of its own could no longer continue to produce enough food to meet the food

requirement of the additional population who had located to the Bamahu community. What this

implied for the livelihood systems was that such people had diversified from agricultural

production to other allied livelihood systems in the community.
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Closely related to the challenge of loss of agricultural land is the threat of migration to other

communities that still had the luxury of vast agricultural lands if such people intended to

continue to maintain a livelihood in agriculture. This challenge registered among 22% of the

respondents. The other side of this challenge is that it had the potential to provoke

entrepreneurial thinking from the population who could develop innovative livelihood support

systems within the situation.

Another related factor was food supply deficit arising out of the loss of agricultural land and the

threat of people migrating to other communities. This challenge was significant among 18% of

the people as shown in Figure 4.4 above. The linkages are very intricate, such that once land uses

had been changed from agriculture to other uses, and that people contended with the threat of

migrating, there were going to be decreases in food production. This situation is further

aggravated by the location of many people into such a previously rural agricultural and

homogenous society.

The possibility of increases in estates prices and food pnces registered among 17% of the

respondents as significant. This challenge arose from the fact of a generally underdeveloped

infrastructure in the community. It was the case that estates were fast developing in the

community, but considered against the demands of many students and staff in the community

within a relatively short period, there was generally a shortage in estates supply. This trend had

accounted for increases in estates prices and food prices.

There were also some people who had sold their agricultural lands to commercial and private

estate developers. According to the data, a chunk of the people (22%) in Figure 4.4 above

considered the loss of agricultural land as the most significant effect on their livelihoods.
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The challenge of loss of agricultural land is closely related to the fact that the people who had

sold their farmland and for that matter their major source of livelihood had attempted to diversify

their means of livelihood. Many of such people (47%) in Figure 4.2 had ventured into trade and

various others into various artisanship and services ventures.

4.3.3 Challenges posed to the University Campus

There were some developments observed which presented challenges to the University and

these challenges will be discussed in this section.

The UDS Wa campus still generally had limited and relatively underdeveloped infrastructure

albeit there were also several infrastructure development projects ongoing and this trend had

been compounded by having an overwhelming student population on campus to cope with. In

figure 4.5 below on the challenges posed to the Wa campus of the UDS, this challenge registered

the highest frequency among respondents.

Granted the generally limited and underdeveloped nature of the community infrastructure,

however, recently there had been some good buildings coming up JI1 Bamahu. These were

variously owned by university staff, private developers, and other entrepreneurs 111 the

community. The hospitality industry had brought very significant waves on the livelihood matrix

of the community. For instance, on approaching Bamahu from Wa town centre, one was greeted

by two magnificent hotei facilities on both sides of the road from a hilltop imposing on the rest

of the community.

Another challenge posed to the University was that there were limited numbers of highly

qualified and experienced professionals as shown in figure 4.6 below. This challenge was

~ particularly relevant to the Graduate School of the University to maximize efforts to enhance the
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Another significant challenge was the large student numbers that the University needed to

teaching staff with interested and highly motivated graduate students as teaching and research

assistants to be mentored by the existing team of lecturers.

manage with limited staff and infrastructure. There were times in the past that the community

and the university was overwhelmed with high student populations who were challenged with

acquiring accommodation and lecture halls were sometimes overcrowded. This challenge viewed

against the background of limited facilities in the community, reveals the real nature and

magnitude of the challenges posed to the University as indicated in figure 4.5 below.
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Figure 4.5 Challenges posed to the University (source: Field data, 2014)
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The distribution of the data on constraints to livelihoods as displayed in Figure 4.6 below have

4.3.4 Constraints to Livelihoods in the Bamahu community

confirmed the findings in the Ghana Statistical Service (2003), and Wa Municipal Assembly

(2010). Specifically, the constraints included inadequate skills in entrepreneurship and

management among respondents, low level of technology in the community, inadequate access

to venture capital or working capital facilities for community members, and limited distribution

of electricity within the community (Wa Municipal Assembly, 2010). Figure 4.6 below shows

the distribution of livelihoods constraints in the Bamahu community. Beyond these stated

constraints were related and all important issue of inadequate funds allocated from central

government for the development the area.
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Figure 4.6: Constraints to Livelihoods in the community (Source: Field data, 2012)
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The issue of low funds allocated from central government for the development of the area the

community to ensure coordinated and orderly sustainable development of the University and the

Bamahu community registered significantly among the respondents as indicated in Figure 4.6

above. Due to the wider challenge of inadequate development funds to undertake the requisite

development of many rural areas, the Bamahu community equally suffered a brunt of the lack of

funds syndrome, so the development of the area had largely been stagnated.

In accordance with the view expressed in the Ghana Statistical Service (2003), and Wa.

Municipal Assembly (20 I0), erratic and limited electricity supply had been a bane of many

livelihoods alternatives and the situation in Bamahu was no exception. This constraint registered

the highest frequency among the respondents with almost one third of the respondents saying

that this constraint was significant. Indeed, inadequate electricity supply had stifled many

otherwise brilliant interventions.

Due to the largely informal nature of the livelihood alternatives available in the area, there were

no access to formal working capital for the development of sustainable livelihoods in the area.

Banks are also not so accommodative of the informal sector due to the perceived risky nature of

the sector and especially startups. One fifth of the respondents considered lack of access to

working capital as significant in figure 4.6 above.

The Wa Municipal Assembly (20 l O), has indicated that, many livelihoods depend on the

activities that people engage in for livelihood, the diversity, and the appropriate technology that

they use. The technology required for agricultural production and other allied livelihood

alternatives had been el usive and people still used very crude and poor production/service

delivery methodologies. This constraint was noted as significant by almost one third of the
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respondents as shown in figure 4.6 above. Owing to this factor among others, many livelihood

alternatives in the community had been seriously constrained.

Another constraint to livelihoods development in the Bamahu community and the wider Wa

municipality, was the constraint of inadequate entrepreneurial and management competence

among many residents in the community. This constraint registered the second highest frequency

response as seen in figure 4.6 above. Inadequate management competence was also identified in

the Ghana Statistical Service (2003), industrial census, as one of the factors constraining

industrial development in the area.

4.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

The socio-economic situation of the Bamahu and even the wider Wa municipality was fast

changing as a result of the location of the UDS campus in the Barnahu community among other

factors. Figure 4.6 displays the most significant impacts the location of the Wa campus was

having on the Bamahu community and the Wa municipality in general. Bamahu community

which was until recently a kind of rural and peripheral community of the Wa Township, was fast

becoming a bustling suburban town centre since the coming of the UDS Wa campus to the

community. Significant among the impacts were the emergence of a micro industrial unit,

increases in physical infrastructure, emergence of a vibrant estates sector, emergence of a

transport sector, public-private-participation in local economic development, and rising cost of

living among others. The data on socio-economic impacts is displayed in Fig. 4.7 below.
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Figure 4.7 Socio-economic impacts of the UDS Campus (source: Field data, 2014)

These indications observed on the socio-economic and livelihood situation in Bamahu in part is

occasioned by the location of the University campus and other related developments, presented

an interesting mix bag of challenges, opportunities, potential, among other researchable issues.

These in turn presented an opportunity for the DDS to undertake the much needed development

research on the community, with the overarching goal to ensure orderly and coordinated

development of the campus community and the larger Wa municipality.

In figure 4.7 above, one significant development in Bamahu was the emergence of several micro

industrial enterprises which had sprung up among other major developments. There were sachet

water processing units, metal fabricating enterprises, secretarial services, laboratory services,

grinding mills, hairdressers and barbers, ICT shops, lube services, and labour services for

building construction in the community among others. Consequently, a commercial centre was

fast evolving alongside the University; indeed the town centre of Bamahu was fast becoming a
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bustling commercial suburban centre with a colourful variety of container shops selling a vast

array of consumer goods and services. These developments were in response to the need for such

services as being complimentary to the welfare and survival of the university and community but

also as businesses or livelihood alternatives to those who provided these services.

The physical environment of the Bamahu community had seen many developments along with

the Wa campus, for instance there were new university infrastructure such as the registry, lecture

halls, residential halls, faculties, communication antennae, drinks and food joints, mini bus

station, roads, and bridges. These were requisite infrastructure that the University required to

run. Notwithstanding these stated infrastructures, it was still the case, that largely the

infrastructure situation was still limited and relatively underdeveloped. In another instance, some

undergraduate lecture halls in the university sometimes ago were obviously overcrowded. This

trend came across as really strong evidence that indeed central government, stakeholders and

development partners to the university and the community including traditional authority needed

to pay particular attention to adequately resourcing the university to continue to grow.

Another observation on the infrastructure platform of the community was the emergence of a

vibrant commercial suburban centre, the Bamahu community have witness on either sides of the

road several container shops engaged in a variety of livelihoods and many of them were

practically replicating what the next container shop was doing. Some entrepreneurial staff and

students of the university had also set up various types of micro, small, to medium enterprises

and services in Bamahu.

Another trend that was observed on the livelihoods situation in Bamahu community was the

emergence of a vibrant estates sector. Some inhabitants had to diversify the usage of their

residential properties into commercial estates as a response to the challenge of large students'
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population in Bamahu in particular and Wa in general. What this observation implied for the

Bamahu community and Wa in general was that land and estate prices were increasing

phenomenally over the past decade. This had also in some cases occasioned the hurried

completion of some substandard estates for habitation by desperate students barring all the risk

factors involved. Such substandard structures had also amazingly attracted some exorbitant

estates rates. In interactions with sections of university students in Barnahu, it came out that this

trend had served to exact heavily on students' budgets amidst a scramble for the limited hostel

spaces available for students.

This notorious trend of limited and underdeveloped estates had been pet-named within the

student community as "September rush" to mark the period that fresh students usually reported

in large numbers for official registration, and acclimatizing with the environment and

community. This period WJS some kind of peak season for the estates owners in Bamahu and

Wa in general. It was worthy to note however, that real estates and allied infrastructure in

Barnahu in general were still largely limited and underdeveloped, and this trend was buttressed

by the Wa Municipal Assembly (20 I0).

The transport sector had seen impacts as well. The Ghana Private Road Transport Union mini

bus drivers' union, with limited numbers of mostly poorly maintained vehicles, the SRC bus

service, and metro mass transit bus service before it, were the main players in transport in the

community. There were also increasing numbers of private cars, motor cycles and motor

tricycles owned by some students, staff, and other persons in the community. The road from Wa

towards southern Ghana runs through the university and the community.

This observation on the transport situation posed both opportunities and threats. It presented

opportunities for transport owners to do business, and it was convenient for students and the
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community in terms of access for people and goods. The threat was the possibility of increased

road traffic accidents as witnessed in the increasing numbers of road traffic accidents many of

which involved UDS students and staff, and residents in the larger Wa Municipality over the past

few years. A visit to the out-patients department of the Wa Regional hospital and the Motor

Traffic and Transport Unit (MTTU) of the Ghana Police Service reveals much of the nature and

magnitude of this threat.

The road authority has recently taken steps to minimize the hazard of road accidents in Barnahu

and Wa town in general. Specifically, the roads department had constructed several speed

mounds and road markings on the main roads to facilitate pedestrian movement and also curtail

over speeding. Recently, there are ongoing road constructions to link the Bamahu community to

Danku community to the east and Kpongu community to the west.

One trend observed in the community was the active participation of the private sector in the

Bamahu community to cope with the situation posed by the location of the University among

other factors. Notably, there was private sector participation in most of the physical estates

developments that were ongoing in the community.

The active participation of the private sector in the developments in the Bamahu community did

not exclude the participation of government agencies. In this direction, beyond the University

infrastructure, there were present some government agencies such as Ghana Health Service

CHPS compound, Ghana Post office on the University campus among others. Further

observations revealed that, there was nothing like a bank branch on campus or nearby in the

Bamahu community to take care of the banking needs of the large student numbers.

The above observations had significant implications for the local economy of the community,

specifically cost of living in the community "vas rising due to the fact that the demand and also
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cost of food had increased to cater for new population and additional expenditure being incurred

to transport food supplies to the community. As a result of increased food prices, there was the

potential to trigger' a domino effect to the other sectors of the local economy; hence general cost

of living in Bamahu had increased.

4.5 SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPACTS OF THE UDS CAMPUS ON BAMAHU

This section focuses on the socio-cultural impacts of the UDS campus on the community.

Firstly, there was an upsurge in students' population in the community. There was a phenomenal

increment especially compared to the population at the onset of the University. This population

trend had obvious socio-cultural impacts on the community and livelihood systems. Another

related issue was that University Lecturers and staff population meant new influx of people to

the community. Figure 4.8 below shows the significant socio-cultural impacts that the UDS Wa

campus had on the Bamahu community and Wa municipality in general.
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Figure 4.8 Socio-cultural impacts of UDS on Bamabu (Field data, 2014)
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As a result of increasing population of students, settlement patterns that were hitherto culturally

homogenous and mostly family and clan based were fast being replaced with a diversity of

socio-cultural settlement patterns in Bamahu. Up to one third of the respondents thought that

population increases and changing settlement patterns were significant impacts of the UDS

campus on the Bamahu community and Wa municipality in general. A closely related impact

was that, the youth of the community and the wider Wa municipality were copying some

lifestyle and dress styles from the multi-cultural spread of students both male and female. Indeed

some students after their university education which was the reason that brought them to the

community, have decided to stay and work in the Upper West Region. In this regard, the

hospitable and accommodative nature of the indigenes has been applauded by many students and

indeed there is cooperation between the university population and the indigenes.

4.6 POTENTIALS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNIVERSITY -COMMUNITY

RELATIONS

The data on the potentials and opportunities presented by the presence of the UDS campus in

Bamahu indicated that the University and allied facilities brought in their wake significant

potentials and opportunities for university-community relations. These had implications for the

University and stakeholders; students, staff, the Bamahu community in particular and Wa lawn

in general. According to the data on the linkages between the university and the community, one

central idea was that, many diverse options and alternative livelihoods were possible for both the

University and the community. These potentials and opportunities are discussed in this section.

The situation of the university-community relations is one replete with several issues that are of

interest to a wide cross section of stakeholders namely government, the UDS, NGOs and
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development partners, the community in particular and Wa municipality in general. Reference

figure 4.9 below for a distribution of the potentials and opportunities for University-community

relations. For the government, there are issues about orderly development of the University

community, and how conditions can be improved. For the UDS, the situation requires the much

needed development research to attain a deeper understanding of the nature and characteristics of

university-community relations so that the UDS can make informed decisions about any

interventions that may accrue to the orderly and sustainable development of the University and

the community and the wider society.

NGOs and development partners

Housing schemes

University clinic/hospital

Private schools

Recreational facilities

Diverse alternatives possible

Many potential customers

Potential for University to grow

o 8 12102 4 6

Figure 4.9 Potentials and opportunities for university-community relations (Source: Field

data, 2014)

One potential was the possibility to develop affordable housing schemes for university staff

much similar to what pertains in other universities in Ghana and elsewhere. As shown previously

in this chapter, there is a housing deficit challenge facing the community and the UDS, and the
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situation is one that could be enhanced if there were an intervention to provide decent and

affordable housing to interested members of the community and university staff. The data in Fig.

4.9 above indicates this potential among the most significant potentials and opportunities

presented for university-community relations.

Another opportunity was the possibility for a modern university hospital to complement the

university infrastructure and support the health needs of the university community. It was also

observed that a university clinic had recently been constructed since it had become obvious that

the GHS/CHPS compound in the community could no longer suffice for the community. This

opportunity was the second most significant of the potentials and opportunities presented in the

community as a result of the presence of the UDS campus as shown in Fig. 4.9 above.

A significant potential for the UDS as with many universities in Ghana, is the possibility to

create a recreational center within the University to take care of the recreational needs of the

University community. Specifically recreational centers as gymnasiums, tennis courts, or multi-

sports centers, senior members' pubs, and food joints among others could be set up by private

entrepreneurs along with the University in the community to provide complementary services.

The possibility to create recreational centers registered fourth among the significant potentials

for the university according to the data in Figure 4.9 above.

Another significant potential was that in the varied and increased population in the community,

there are many potential customers for various livelihood alternatives. Granted the increased

population of the community, with a multi-cultural and heterogeneous collection of people,

inherent in these high populations is the fact that they are potential customers for many diverse

livelihood alternatives. Indeed the data on diversified livelihoods in Fig 4.3 earlier in this

chapter, adds credence to this potential and that many alternatives were still possible to promote
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activities that would complement life in the university community. This potential was rated the

fourth most significant among the potentials presented in the data in Fig. 4.9 above.

Finally, the potential for the UDS campus to develop generally was also indicated. Granted the

young and developing nature of the University and the underdeveloped nature of the community,

there was a vast potential for the UDS campus to continue to grow and improve the quality of its

services and academic faculty so the University can continue to produce entrepreneurs and

agents of change that the wider society so much requires to develop.

4.7 ADDRESSING THE CONSTRAINTS PRESENTED IN BAMAHU

Granted the nature of the constraints presented in Bamahu community, the question of whether

the respondents thought the staled constraints could be addressed, a large percentage of

respondents 67% were optimistic and thought the challenges could be addressed. Another

significant chunk 33% of the respondents were pessimistic about addressing the stated

constraints to the community and livelihoods.

In response to the question of how the respondents thought the constraints to livelihoods could

be addressed, the respondents opined that if there were interventions to seek to address the stated

constraints to livelihoods and the community, the ambitions and aspirations of the

entrepreneurial persons within the community could become manifest. Figure ·1.10 below shows

the distribution of how the respondents thought the constraints could be addressed.

68

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh



Entrepreneurship

Linkages

Stakeholders involvement

Markets

Services

Infrastructure

o 10 155

Figure 4.10 How to address the stated constraints (Source: Field data, 2014)

Granted the potentials and opportunities presented by the new dynamics within the Bamahu

community as a result of the location of the UDS campus, it was clear the need for various

entrepreneurial interventions that would seek to address the stated constraints using the much

acclaimed private public partnership/synergy paradigm in development practice that had been

put forward in Kostov and Lingard (2004). Specifically, the respondents agreed on a number of

strategic areas in figure 4.10 above that needed attention to address the stated constraints, namely

infrastructure provision, services provision, stakeholder involvement, linkages, and developing

entrepreneurial competence. In this way the respondents thought it would be possible to address

the challenges and constraints in order to harness the potentials and opportunities so as to attain

orderly and sustainable development of the university and community. Therefore, it creates the

temptation to think if these stated strategic areas in figure 4.10 above were tackled with

innovative interventions under university-community relations, it was possible for significant

achievements in university-community relations in order to attain orderly and coordinated

development of the university and community.
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On the question of whether respondents belonged to cooperative or social groups as a local

capacity issue to harness the potentials in the community, a small percentage 10% of total

respondents in table 4.11 below, had actually practiced a system of cooperative group farming on

their own farms and provided labour services to interested farmers and estates developers for a

fee. The other visible but socially weak group identified within the small percentage was the

sand winning group whose main activity was to load sand at a fee for estates developers. Beyond

cooperating at this level, they also as per custom cooperated on issues of a common social and

community interest.

Still exploring the issue of cooperative groups as a community capacity issue, there was a large

percentage (90%) of the respondents who had knowledge of but did not belong to any

cooperative groups within the community. On why they did not belong to any such groups, it

was found that such persons did not like the concept of' group'. Probing further, their reason was

that they did not want to be involved with other people's affairs. Another observation on the

same issue was the issue of free riders or social loafers within social groups who turned out to be

a disincentive to some people who had previous experience belonging to cooperatives.
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Figure 4.11: Do you belong to any work or social groups (Source: Field data, 2014)
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The survey also asked respondents whether they were aware of any government policy on

livelihoods. It was observed that the respondents were broadly aware of the primary

responsibility of the local government authority to undertake development of the community.

However, beyond this awareness, the respondents were not aware of any specific government

developmental policy especially related to sustainable livelihoods in the community.

On the question of the likelihood of any government development policy would benefit them,

there were no clear lines of agreement. Whereas some were optimistic about the possibility of

benefitting from government policy, others could really not figure out how, when or in what

form any benefit may come about.

In response to whether the community benefitted from institutional development assistance, the

data indicated that beyond the regular benefits from the patronage of the existing government

organizations' services, the community said they did not particularly benefit from any

development assistance. Investigating this issue, the findings corroborated the situation in

IFAD/UWADEP (2006), that besides the Upper West Region being one of the deprived Regions

of the country, the Region had also seen few targeted development projects.

4.8 CONCLUSION

From the discussions, it has come out clearly that the presence of the University campus in the

Bamahu community had impacted the community in an unprecedented manner in the history of

the community. In the final analysis, while the relocation of the Wa UDS campus to the Bamahu

community presented immense opportunities, it equally presented challenges with implications

for university-community relations. Going forward, it was possible to harness these opportunities

and work on the challenges to improve the iivelihood systems of the community for the overall

coordinated development of the Bamahu community.
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The Sustainable Livelihoods Framework was adapted as the main analytical tool to achieve

stakeholders' objectives was intended to promote policies and institutional framework,

infrastructure, services and markets, entrepreneurial competence, and stakeholder involvement

and linkages to facilitate a process to attain overall mutually beneficial university-community

relations. From the summary of the findings discussed, it had been argued that if there were

interventions aimed at addressing the identified challenges and also harnessing the opportunities

presented to the UDS campus and the Bamahu community, it would be possible to attain

sustainable university-community relations and livelihoods development in the community.

Following the examples in the literature such as Effah (2002); Kaburise (2003); Kuu-ire (2005),

Hart and Northmore (2010); University of Ghana (2012); Delphe Project (2012), among others,

these interventions could be initiated on a university-community relations interface specific to

the Wa campus of the UDS and the Bamahu community. The University of Ghana has

effectively done this and has gone ahead to establ ish a consultancy centre attached to the School

of Graduate Studies and Research to oversee university relations with the wider community to

contribute to projects and initiatives of community and national development (University of

Ghana, 2012).
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CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This is the final chapter in this research and it basically summarizes the key findings, draws

conclusions, and makes recommendations. The aim in so doing had been to make a contribution

to the ongoing discourse on university-community relations in order to attain orderly and

coordinated development of the university and the Bamahu community.

5.2 Conclusions

5.2.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY

The major conclusions from the findings of this research on the demographic characteristics of

the community supported by the Wa Municipal Assembly (2010), was that literacy in the

community was generally lower than the national average, and that there were more literate

males than females (Wa Municipal Assembly, 2010). The Medium Term Development Plan

(2010), of the Wa Municipal Assembly, indicated that while about 7 out of every 10 males were

literate, only about 4 out of 10 females were literate. Data available in earlier studies conducted

on the area, for instance, Wa Municipal Assembly (20 10), indicated that the reason for this

demographic outlook of the area was socio-cultural as well as biological because females tended

to drop out of school due to pregnancy and early marriages.

5.2.2 CHANGING LIVELIHOODS ACTIVITIES IN BAMAHU COMMUNITY

The summary conclusions from the data on the changing livelihood situation in Bamahu

community, held that the unprecedented influx of people and infrastructure into Bamahu had

exacted heavily on the indigenes' access to farmland, and had resulted in loss of agricultural

lands, increased population, housing deficit challenges, food supply challenges, threat of

migration from the community, increases in land, estates and food prices among others.
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Another conclusion drawn was that, having lost agricultural lands to estates developments, the

community could no longer produce sufficient food for the increased population. The implication

of this trend was that people having lost their land, needed to diversify from agricultural

livelihoods to continue to survive in the community. This situation on the one hand had a

potential to trigger migration to other communities that still had arable lands if such people

intended to maintain a livelihood in agriculture. On the other hand, it had the potential to

provoke entrepreneurial thinking from the community within the situation. This conclusion had

been reinforced by the views expressed by Koczberski et al (200 1), on the concept of sustainable

rural livelihoods and the relation that existed between rural livelihoods and agriculture and the

role that kin networks continued to play in maintaining household livelihood security of the rural

poor most of who depended on subsistence agriculture for a living (Koczberski et al, 200 1).

Furthermore, these new trends in livelihoods had resultant implications for the local economy of

the community, in that COSl of living had increased due to increased cost of food due to new

expenditure being incurred to cart food items to the community. This trend further had the

potential to trigger impacts in other sectors of the local economy; hence general cost of living in

Bamahu had increased. Closely related to this trend was the emergence of a vibrant estates

subsector as many residents had diversified the usage of their residential properties into

commercial estates as a response to overwhelming students' population.

Lastly, this trend also had practical and policy implications for the stakeholders in the university

and community in that land and estate prices had increased phenomenally over the past decade,

and had actually resulted in the hurried completion of some low standard estates for habitation

by desperate students against the odds at exorbitant rents. This notwithstanding, real estates and
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allied infrastructure in Bamahu were still largely limited and underdeveloped, and this finding

was buttressed by the Wa Municipal Assembly (2010).

5.2.3 SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE UDS ON BAMAHU COMMUNITY

The main conclusion on the socio-economic situation arising as a result of the location of the

UDS Wa campus in Bamahu was that previous farmlands had been diverted into estates

development, and communally held agricultural lands were being repossessed by the UDS and

private entrepreneurs. As a consequence, a notable trend was that real estate development

witnessed significant transformations, along with the influx of various peoples and cultures.

On the same score, a related conclusion was that the most significant new infrastructural

developments were the UDS campus infrastructure notably the Registry, Lecture halls,

Residential halls, Faculties, Clinic, communication antennae, drinks and food joints, mini bus

station, post office, roads, and bridges among others. These developments notwithstanding, it

was still the case that infrastructure remained limited and largely underdeveloped.

Furthermore, a notable conclusion on the socio-cultural situation in the Barnahu community was

that notwithstanding the generally limited infrastructure, recently there had been some modern

buildings coming up in Barnahu community. This conclusion led to the temptation to think that

albeit infrastructure situation in the community largely limited and underdeveloped, significant

achievements were possible.

5.2.4 SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPACTS OF UDS ON BAMAHU COMMUNITY

Having examined the summary of the socio-cultural impacts the UDS campus was having on the

Bamahu community, a major conclusion was that there was an upsurge in students' population in

Bamahu without corresponding increases in facilities in the community. The data on student
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populations now compared with when the campus started, was a phenomenal increment that had

obviously impacted on the socio-cultural characteristics of the community. A consequence of

this conclusion was that, settlement patterns that were hitherto culturally homogenous and

mostly family and clan based were giving way to more cultural and ethnic heterogeneity in the

community. A closely related conclusion was that many youths in the community had copied

some kind of behaviour and fashion traits from UDS students both male and female.

5.2.5 CHALLENGES POSED TO THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

The summary of the data on challenges posed to livelihoods in the community is that the

location of the UDS campus in Bamahu, posed some challenges to the University and livelihoods

in the community. The reality of the situation was that the University still generally had limited

and relatively underdeveloped infrastructure and was further compounded by having an

overwhelming students' population.

Another side of this challenge to the University was that the campus still had limited numbers of

highly qualified, experienced and higher pedigree of professionals as would be required to

successfully run the programmes and affairs of the University to be able to expand and sustain

the UDS professional programmes.

5.2.6 CONSTRAINTS POSED TO LIVELIHOODS IN BAMAHU

The summary of constraints to livelihoods in the area was loss of agricultural lands to competing

land uses, inadequate central government commitment to provide funds to develop the area,

inadequate working capital for various livelihood alternatives, inadequate power supply, low

level technology, and inadequate entrepreneurial and management competence. Suffice it to note

that the combined effects of these constraints has served to compound an already challenging

situation in the community.
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5.2.7 POTENTIALS FOR THE UNIVERSITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO LIVELIHOODS

From the analysis of the data on potentials and opportunities in Bamahu, the summary is that

the situation of the community was a mix bag of potentials and opportunities that presented an

interesting mix of entrepreneurship and research issues. A large percentage of the respondents

(67%) were optimistic that the challenges and constraints could be addressed, and so going

forward, the potentials and opportunities could be harnessed to ensure orderly and coordinated

development of the university and the community. Specifically, the potentials included the fact

that the young university could grow both in quality and numbers given the requisite attention by

all stakeholders.

Another major conclusion on the potentials to the university and community was that the

increased population in the community meant there were many potential customers for diverse

alternative livelihoods. Diverse livelihood alternatives such as commercial and industrial units,

recreational facilities such as UDS tennis courts, senior members' pubs/lodges, could evolve

within the university and the community. Also, new modern hostels/guest houses, decent

affordable housing such as chalets for staff, agricultural technology Transfer Park, NGOs and

business development services providers could partner the University and government for the

orderly development of the university community. In a final analysis, the overall situation in the

community as a result of the presence of the UDS campus among others provoked further

development research.

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

5.3.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY

Given the demographic situation of the community which suggested that the literacy levels in

the community were lower than the national average and that there were more literate men than
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women, this research recommended that SInce education and competence were critical in

determining the rural poor's ability to partake of the livelihoods processes, significant

achievements were possible given the right capacity development interventions. The reason for

this according to the Wa Municipal Assembly (20 I0), was that since over 70% of the population

of the larger Wa municipality had their livelihoods dependent on agriculture and allied activities,

therefore, if the constraints to livelihoods in the community were addressed, it was possible for

the ambitions and aspirations of the institutions, and entrepreneurial persons in the community to

be harnessed for enhanced livelihoods and orderly development of the community for the mutual

benefit of all stakeholders. This was especially so when viewed against the backdrop of

potentials and opportunities presented by the changing livelihoods, socio-economic, and socio-

cultural dynamics of the community.

5.3.2 CHANGING LIVELIHOODS ACTIVITIES IN BAMAHU COMMUNITY

This research having examined and made conclusions on the changing livelihood activities in

the community, went ahead to recommend critical engagements between policy makers and

other stakeholders in the university and community to attempt to figure out the most desirable

future state for the university and the community. This study recommended that it could be

possible for the UDS to proactively initiate steps on these engagements on a university--

community relations interface. Given that the UDS had faculties and departments training in

cutting edge development studies as an outcome of the problem based and pro-poor approach of

the UDS, getting the needed human resources to facilitate these engagements should be possible.

Following the conclusions on the changing livelihoods situation that Bamahu had witnessed, a

dominant feature was the emergence of a vibrant commercial suburban centre, given the

evidence that the community now had a varied collection of container shops engaging in varied
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livelihood options. Given this conclusion and the fact that the current livelihood situation in

Bamahu presented an interesting mIX of impacts, challenges, potentials, opportunities, and

several research issues, this study recommended further development research to attain a deeper

insight from various perspectives on the situation of the community with the overarching goal of

ensuring the orderly and coordinated development of the campus community. The study further

recommended undertaking this much needed research such that the potentials can be harnessed

effectively on a platform of university-community relations to seek to attain a sustainable

development of livelihood options and largely to seek the orderly development of the study

community.

5.3.3 SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE UDS ON BAMAHU COMMUNITY

A very significant recommendation on the socio-economic impacts of the UDS campus on

Bamahu community was [hat care ought to be taken by all stakeholders not to hurriedly complete

Bamahu into a concrete slum with haphazard and incongruous land uses. The reason for this

caution/recommendation was that, given the spate of physical developments in the community, if

caution was not exercised, Bamahu could fast become an unplanned but hurriedly developed

community-a slum at best. The danger was that the community layout could be heavily

compromised with structures on unauthorized locations such as government lands, roads, lanes,

parks, waterways, marshlands, and so on.

Another recommendation was that the university and the community needed to exercise further

caution and restraint in the way natural resources and ecosystem services were being depleted.

The critical issue of attention for all stakeholders was to consider the way the current generation

was utilizing the community resources, whether there will be enough for generations to come,

and whether peoples' livelihood alternatives were adversely impacting on ecosystems and
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generally speaking from the viewpoint of the sustainability and livelihoods frameworks which

were used to theorize and conceptualize this study. As an environmentally friendly and

sustainability conscious development institution, UDS and all stakeholders in the community

needed to pay particular attention to these trends. In furtherance of the agenda for the sustainable

development of the Bamahu community, this study recommended sustainable usage of land and

other community natural resources. The bogging question was whether with the rate the present

generation was utilizing the community resources, there were any considerations for the usage of

same resources by future generations without undermining the natural resource base as stipulated

in the contemporary paradigm of sustainable development (Chambers and Conway, 1992).

Finally and still on the socio-economic impacts of the UDS on the community, this study further

recommended that, granted there had been limited formal consideration yet of the ways the

University was impacting Bamahu and its surrounding communities, the UDS needed to take a

proactive role on the interface of university-community relations to facilitate a process of well-

structured and coordinated development of Bamahu and surrounding communities just as

pertains in other university surrounding communities in Ghana, whiles not compromising the

capability of future generations to be beneficiaries of same community resources.

5.3.4 SOCIO-CUL TURAL IMPACTS OF UDS ON BAMAHU COMMUNITY

From the summary of data and conclusions on the socio-cultural impacts of the UDS on the

Bamahu community, this study recommended harnessing the potentia! markets presented by the

new influx of people, students and university staff into the community. For instance, the

increased population presented the chailenge of many more people to house and to feed. This

challenge was particularly relevant to real estate and also agribusiness entrepreneurs to start up

hostel and accommodation facilities, and food supply related businesses in the community. This
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trend again presented an opportunity for a possible collaboration between the UDS and potential

partners, for example, the Social Security and National Insurance Trust (SSNIT), Ghana Hostels

Limited, who could possibly replicate in UDS similar hostel projects that SSNIT and Ghana

Hostels Limited were currently having on the University of Ghana main campus in Legon, Accra

and in other university campuses in Ghana.

Finally, on the socio-cultural situation 111 Bamahu, granted that the university and the

community had seen significant infrastructural developments, the overall situation was still

largely limited, and this trend had practical relevance and policy implications for government

and stakeholders to pay particular attention to resourcing the University to continue to grow.

5.3.5 CHALLENGES POSED TO THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

Taking from the trends of challenges posed to the university, this study recommends that the

Graduate School of the UDS goes ahead to quicken pragmatic steps to add on to the teaching

staff, interested and high potential graduate students from the University'S programmes as

teaching and research assistants under the tutelage of the existing faculty so that these mentees

could fit in when the University needed them. It is needless to add that the UDS also has a

mentorship programme in this regard, what might be required will be implementation of the

processes involved to acquire and retain the best human resource for the UDS. This is my

widow's mite from this research given that the issues were currently being discussed at various

levels to figure out the best way forward for the University.

5.3.6 CONSTRAINTS POSED TO LIVELIHOODS IN BAMAHU

Based on the summary of data on constraints to livelihoods, this study recommends pragmatic

interventions in university-community relations to seek to address or mitigate the constraints,

and harness the potentials and opportunities presented to the UDS and the Bamahu community.
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Given that the data had indicated that a majority of the respondents (67%) were optimistic that

the constraints could be addressed, therefore the impression was created about community

optimism and hopefulness about a desired future state of the community.

Lastly and still on the constraints posed to livelihoods in the community, the respondents also

agreed on certain factors that if they were tackled well, it was possible to surmount the

constraints to livelihoods. These factors included stakeholder and institutional linkages,

provision of infrastructure, services, and markets. The recommendation in this regard was that if

these factors were worked at on a university-community relations interface, it was possible to

facilitate the orderly, well-structured, and sustainable development of the university community.

5.3.7 POTENTIALS FOR THE UNIVERSITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO LIVELIHOODS

Based on the summary of evidence and conclusions on the potentials presented about the

university and the Barnahu community, and operating a background that resources are not but

they become, this research recommended initiatives in University-Community relations to

facilitate a systematic and coordinated process of harnessing the potentials and synergies of the

Wa campus of the UDS and the Bamahu community for improved sustainable livelihoods and

overall orderly development of the community. Such initiatives in university-community

relations were particularly appropriate for a university dedicated to bridge the gap between

theory and practice of development in Ghana, and especially that both the University and the

community were open systems that allowed for interactions with players within the environment.

It is further recommended that the University could do corporate social responsibility

programmes on the interface of University-Community relations that would facilitate the process

of a well-coordinated and orderly development of the university and community.
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Appendix I

The Survey Questionnaire

This researcher is a candidate for M. Phil Development Management degree from the University

for Development Studies. He is collecting data on the impact of the UDS campus on sustainable

livelihoods in the Bamahu community. Your cooperation is appreciated. Thank you!

A. Demographic data

Age:....... Sex M 0 F 0

Marital Status: Married o Single o
Occupation .

Level of education: None 0 Primary 0 JHS o SHS o
B. Perception on Impacts of the UDS on Bamahu community

1. What are the socio-economic effects of the Wa UDS campus on the livelihoods 111 the

community? Please tick as many as apply.

a. Increase in infrastructure b. Increase in population

c. Changes in settlement patterns d. Changes in livelihood systems

2. What is the nature of impacts the new campus of the university was having on livelihoods in

the community? Please tick as many as apply.

a. Estates development b. Land use variations c. Variations in livelihoods systems

d. Challenges to Livelihoods e. Potentials to Livelihoods f. Potentials to University

g. Constraints to Livelihoods' h. socio-cultural influences

3. What are the challenges posed to the University and livelihoods in the study community?

Please tick as apply.

Loss ofland 0 Threat of migration 0 Food supply challenges 0
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Increased estates prices 0 Housing deficits 0 Increased food prices 0

4. What are the potentials posed for the University and Livelihoods in the community? Please

tick as apply.

Many diverse alternatives 0

Institutional Linkages 0

Affordable housing 0 Potential Markets 0

Entrepreneurship 0 Capacity to grow 0

5. What are the constraints posed to livelihoods in the community? Please tick as apply.

a. Inadequate entrepreneurship skills b. Low level of technology c. Inadequate access to

capital d. Limited and erratic supply of power e. Lack of central gov't commitment

6. How can the constraints to livelihoods be addressed? Please tick as apply.

Infrastructure 0 Services 0 Markets o
Stakeholder involvement 0 Linkages 0 oEntrepreneurial competence

C. Community capacity and stakeholder collaborations

7. Do you belong to any work or social groups? Yes o No D

If yes, speci fy .

State why .

Ifno, why .

8. Are you aware of any government policy to support livelihoods in the community?

Yes 0 No 0

If yes, do you think it can benefit your livelihoods? Yes o No o
What kind of benefit. .

o o9. Are you aware of any NGOs working in the community? Yes

If yes, speci fy .

What are the activities undertaken by NGO .
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