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ABSTRACT 

It is common to see children of school going age hawking on the streets of cities, which 

has been reported as the second highest economic activity engaged by children. The aim 

of the study was to investigate the effects of street hawking on pupils education in public 

basic schools in the Tamale metropolis in the Northern region of Ghana. This included 

causes of street hawking among children, effect of hawking on pupils' academic 

performance, and school attendance. The study was cross sectional consisting of both 

quantitative and qualitative data. Simple random, stratified and purposive sampling 

methods were used to select public schools and respondents. The quantitative data was 

analyzed using t test, cross-tabulation and frequencies distribution table. Quantitative data 

was presented in bar and pie charts. Qualitative data was analyzed using constant 

comparative analysis. Children were compelled to combine schooling and hawking due to 

reasons such as low education level of parents, low socio-economic status of parents, 

idleness of children after school, hawking as a form of training etc. Though children were 

introduced into hawking by different people, majority, 67% of respondents were 

influenced into it by their mothers. The study revealed that hawking done by pupils did 

not affect their school attendance. Academic performances of pupils were negatively 
., 

affected by hawking. The state and NGOs should economically empower parents 

especially those who have never been to school and those who after basic education could 

not continue to the next level of education. This and others were recommended to help 

reduce or eliminate child-street hawking in the Tamale metropolis. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

Street hawking is a negation of the international convention on the right of the child 

(Nseabasi and Oluwabamide, 2010). This kind of economic activity done by children is 

seen as a form of child labour and is exploitative as well (Isamal and Okunola, 2002; 

Ibanga, 2007). Isamal and Okunola (2002) reported that the practice is very common in 

most cities in Nigeria where family incomes are very low and have proved inadequate to 

cater for? whole family. Under this circumstance a child may be made to hawk along 

busy streets and major highways in order to supplement the family income. 

Various streets in Accra and other towns in Ghana in particular are becoming too 

chocked as a result of the activities of street hawkers. Children are left to wander about 

on the streets to chase cars to sell their items. Daily graphic of Ghana on September 16, 

2010 reported that, a national survey by the Ghana Statistical Service, ILO and IPEC 
., 

showed that out of 2J1 estimated population of about 6.4 million children between the 

ages of five ~111d seven, about 2.5 million are engaged in economic activities. 

Developing countries are faced with exponential growth in population which gives rise to 

rural-urban drift in search of better means of livelihood (Hoyamo and Keenan, 2007). 

According to UNICEF (2004) report, in the year 2000, 23 million children between the 
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ages of 5 to 18 years in urban areas of developing countries were doing one kind of paid 

work or the other. 

According to Ashimolowo et al. (2010) education is an essential pre-requisite for 

reducing poverty, improving agriculture and the living conditions of the rural people. 

Karande and Kulkarni (2005) emphasized that education is one of the most important 

aspects of human development. Again education prepares the younger ones for life and 

also increases their opportunity of acquiring a decent work (UNESCO, 2012). The article 

of Eyiah (2004) on brief history of state-organised education in Ghana confirmed that 

education is also seen as an important tool for national development and is therefore the 

duty of any progressive government to provide and promote educational policies and 

infrastructure which will enable people to acquire knowledge, skill and develop their 

potentials as well. 

The Education for All (EF A) Global Monitoring report of UNESCO (2005) documented 

that formal schooling is one of the several contributors to the skills of an individual and 

to human capital. It argued that, the distribution of personal income in the society is 

strongly related to the amount of education people have had thus more schooling means 
., 

higher lifetime income. 

Eyiah (2004) citing Asiedu-Akrofi (1982) in his article stated that, after the independence 

of Ghana, education became a high priority for the government. Free text books for all 

students and the creation of local education authorities to take charge of buildings, 

equipmen and maintenance grants for primary schools were therefore established. The 

Ghana government upon recognising the importance of education introduced Free 
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Compulsory Universal Basic Education (FCUBE) Programme to help parents or 

guardians who, due to poverty, could not afford education to take advantage of the 

programme by sending their wards to school. The FCUBE programme is to bridge the 

gap between children from well to do homes and those who are not from rich homes by 

taking away the economic barrier which made children from poor homes socially 

excluded from schools. FCUBE was introduced in the year 1996 to address the 

weaknesses of the 1987 Education Reform Programme (ERP) that was launched in 

partnership with the World Bank. The main aims of ERP were to expand access to basic 

education, to improve the quality of basic education, to make education more relevant to 

Ghana's socio-economic needs' and to ensure sustainability of the reform programme 

after the economic adjustment period (Djangmah, 2011) without considering the financial 

background of parents. All these reforms were aimed at empowering the child with 

knowledge and skills that would make him or her relevant to the society and earn him or 

her good standard of living which goes with higher levels of education. 

1.2 Problem statement 

According to Ayodele and Olubayo-Fatiregun (2014) hawkers' population was said to be 
., 

dominated by under-aged children. These children hawkers carry heavy items to sell 

them at the market, by the road side and traffic jams which may affect them because of 

the risky nature of their business which is sometimes done in the midst of moving 

vehicles and the tender age of practitioners with respect to the type of heavy wares some 

of them carry. Some of them are not strong enough to carry such heavy items. Johnson 
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and Ihesie (2015) explained that hawkers have to chase customers in moving vehicles to 

sell their items of trade or collect money for already sold items. 

In the northern region of Ghana, out of an estimated population of 332,184 children 

between 5-17 years, 37.3% are engaged in economic activity, with sales work recording 

10.8%, the second highest economic activity of children in the region. These children 

between 5 to 17 years worked or sold along the streets (GSS-GLSS6, 2014). About 88% 

of working children were said to be unpaid family workers and apprentices. Also as many 

as 1.59 million children combined schooling and working (GSS, 2003; MMYE, 2006). 

In attempt to eliminate child labour in the country, Ghana of which child street hawking 

is a form, the 1992 constitution of Ghana on the right of children has caused the 

government of Ghana to create Ministry of Manpower, Youth and Employment, Ministry 

of Women and Children's Affairs, Department of Children, Social Welfare, Special 

Police Unit for Child Protection (Avevor, Ghana web, 1/10/2015). 

Street haw .ing is still the commonest economic activity that children of school going 

age or who are in school are easily engaged in. How does this affect their school 

attendance and academic performance? It is therefore against this background that, the 

study seeks to investigate street hawking and its effects on pupils' education in public 

basic schools in the Tamale metropolis of the Northern Region of Ghana. 
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1.3 Research questions 

Main research question 

What are the effects of street hawking on pupils III basic schools III the Tamale 

Metropolis? 

Specific research questions 

1. What are the causes of street hawking among children in the Tamale metropolis? 

2. What is the effect of street hawking on pupils' school attendance in public basic schools? 

3. What is the effect of street hawking on pupils' academic performance in the basic schools 

in Tamale metropolis? 

1.4 Research objectives 

1.4.1 Main research objective 

To investigate the effects of street hawking on pupils in public basic school in the Tamale 

Metropolis 'of the Northern Region of Ghana. 

1.4.2 Specific research objectives 

1. To examine the causes of street hawking among children in the Tamale metropolis. 
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2. To analyze the effect of street hawking on pupils' school attendance in public basic 

schools in the: Tamale metropolis. 

3. To examine the effect of street hawking on pupils academic performance in the basic 

schools in the metropolis. 

1.5 Hypotheses 

1. Ho: Street hawking by pupils in basic schools does not lead to poor academic 

performance. 

HI: Street hawking by pupils in basic schools leads to poor academic performance. 

2. Ho: Street hawking by pupils in basic schools does not prevent them from attending 

school. 

3. HI: Street hawking by pupils in basic schools prevent them from attending school. 

1.6 Significance of the study 

Quality education attainment by people lead to increase in income, reduce poverty and 

eliminate social exclusion as people with special knowledge and skills are employed to 
., 

provide certain services for which they are paid. 

The study is significant since it will inform policy makers, government, NGOs and other 

related stakeholders interested in the welfare of children to re-examine and amend 

already existing policies. They may also formulate new policies to address Child Street 

hawking in order to help build a better country, Ghana. 
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The study will also inform the Ghana Education Service, Tamale metropolitan assembly, 

teachers and parents to come out with measures to protect children and their future. This 

may lead to discouraging students in economic activities such as street hawking while in 

school. 

Finally, it will add up to existing knowledge in the field of academics. It may also serve 

as a useful reference to students who may wish to conduct further research on other 

issues relating to this area of study. 

1.7 Scope of the study 

The scope of the study is Tamale Metropolis in the Northern region of Ghana. The group 

of individuals that were contacted for data included, Junior High School (IHS) forms two 

and three pupils, parents or guardians of student street hawkers and teachers. Street 

hawking done by children of school going age and are in school have many effects on 

them but the study however focused on the effects of street hawking on pupils' school 

attendance and academic performance as well. 

1.8 Organis. tion of the study ., 

The research work is made up of five (5) chapters. Chapter one consist of the background 

of the study and the problem statement. This same chapter further outlines the main and 

specific research questions and objectives of the study. Significance of the study was 

included which explained the relevance of the study and what contributions the 
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researcher intends to make. Limitation of the study was added and the last aspect of the 

chapter was organisation of the study. 

The chapter two being the literature review consisted of research works of others that are 

relevant to the study. The already existing literatures that are significant to the study from 

journals, books, articles and reports were reviewed. Literature on the causes of child 

street hawking, effect of street hawking on pupils' school attendance and performance 

were also considered. Theories supporting the study were equally discussed. 

The Chapter three is made up of the profile of the study area and the research 

methodology. The appropriate research design, sampling technique, data collection 

techniques, etc were used to collect data from the study area. 

Chapter four is about data presentation and analysis. Data collected were presented in 

diagram forms to ensure easy understanding and interpretation. The chapter also showed 

detailed discussion of findings of the study. 

Finally, chapter five consisted of conclusion and recommendation. The recommendation 

made may go a long way to help address the research problem that is being researched ., 

into. 

1.9 Limitation of the study 

The cross sectional nature of the study was a limitation. Cross sectional research design 

allows the researcher to collect data at only one point, snapshot rather than different 
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periods. Future study should focus on a number of academic years depending on the class 

of the respondents. 

There are many forms of work that children of school going age and are in school easily 

engaged in that may affect their academic performance and school attendance. Some of 

these works include fishing, mining, farming, hawking, porter work (kayayei) etc. The 

study however focused strictly on pupils engaged in hawking and those not engaged in 

hawking (not working). 

The research was again limited to only pupils in the public basic schools (JHS) even 

though there are pupils in private basic schools who are also engage in hawking and this 

aspect should be considered in future research. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter which is literature review consists of already existing knowledge related to 

the topic under study. The already existing knowledge is made up of ideas and findings of 

other researchers from journals, books, articles and reports that are significant to the 

study. Literature from both Ghana and outside Ghana on causes of street hawking among 

children, effects of student street hawking on pupils' school attendance and academic 

performance with respect to the research questions and objectives will be reviewed. The 

theoretical framework which is also part of the chapter two will present a theory that best 

supports the study. 

2.2 Theoretical framework 

2.2.1 Relative deprivation theory 

According to Townsend (1979) relative deprivation theory is the lack of resources to 

sustain the diet, lifestyle, activities and amenities that an individual or a group is 

accustomed to or that are widely encouraged or approved in the society to which they 

belong. Individuals compare themselves with other individuals or groups and when they 

feel dissatisfied and deprived, they resort to criminal ways of also getting what they think 

they deserve. The crimes which may involve acquisitive property crime done by them 

reduce their deprivation. Relative deprivation is regarded as a possible source of crime in 
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Western societies (Brown, 2014). Because relative deprivation theory is seen as a source 

of crime, it therefore does not anchor the study. 

2.2.2 Anomie theory 

Anomie theory was originated by Durkheim and later expanded by Merton. Anomie 

theory which is also known as strain theory was written by Robert Merton and he lived 

from 1910 to 2003. The theory is viewed by Merton to be a form of behaviour manifested 

by people who are suffering from strain. Anomie came about as a result of serious 

disjunction between culturally valued goals and the legitimate means through which the 

society permit some groups to achieve those goals. Merton believed that socially 

accepted goals such as the 'American Dream' like financial security can be obtained 

through talent, schooling and above all hard work. So it is generally expected that 

members should achieve the socially accepted goals by using legitimate means such as 

regular employment, relatively well paid occupations and completion of education. 

Garfield (1987) was ofthe view that legitimate means of achieving societal goals are 

highly unattainable for some group of people in the society. Merton explained that 

individuals or groups are exposed to some kind of pressure as they struggle to attain the 

cultural goals since they have access to fewer legitimate means (Winfree and Abadinsky, 

2003). When people find barriers in using legitimate ways to achieve accepted goals they 

become frustrated (Clinard and Meier, 2011). 

When individuals are not economically successful, they become frustrated and adapt 

other means to achieve their goals. Merton (1938) explained by stating that, when 

11 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



individuals are faced with gaps between their goals mostly money related and their 

current status they usually feel strained. That individual has five mode of adaptation, 

which include; 

1) Conformity: retains both goals and means. 

2) Retreatism: rejects both the cultural goals and the means to achieve them. 

3) Ritualism: accept the means but abandon the goals. 

4) Rebellion: replace new goals and means for existing ones. 

5) Innovation; is one of the anomie adaptations whereby individual work towards achieving 

cultural prescribed goals of success through illegitimate means. 

According to Merton (1957) unskilled labour status and the consequent low income 

cannot establish a person to the standard of worth as compare with other organised vice 

and crime. Low status and income stop these individuals from competing for goals 

measured by established standards of worth and they are more likely to engage in crime 

as an alternative way to achieve those goals (Clinard and Meier, 2011). 

The anomie theory (innovation) best support the study. The researcher is viewing this 

theory as the illegitimate ways persons use to achieve their goals which is not necessarily 

committing crime. The innovators accept the societal goals but reject the socially 

accepted means of obtaining them. The society in which one finds himself or herself puts 

pressure on individuals to successfully obtain socially accepted goals. When there is 

little access to legitimate means of becoming successful, children are allowed to hawk on 

the streets to help their parents or guardians gain financial security. 

12 
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Parents or guardians who are not able to achieve their goals through the accepted means, 

innovate illegitimate ways of getting them. One of the illegitimate innovated means is by 

engaging their wards in the kind of informal work they do in order to earn enough 

financial resources to provide educational needs of their wards and the family needs of 

their family members as well. This illegitimate means of obtaining goals is not accepted 

because according to the GSS-GLSS6 (2014) the children's act of 1998 (Act 560) stated 

that, children below 15 years are expected to be in school and are not to be engaged in 

any form of employment. However, children who are from 13 to 14 years are permitted 

to carry out 'light' family work in their houses. The ILO convention 138 defined light 

works to be works that should not cause harm to children's health, negatively affect their 

school attendance and training programmes approved by competent authority (ILO, 

1973). 

Schooling and hard work were considered by Merton (1957) to be the legitimate means 

of obtaining socially accepted goals but many parents or guardians felt constrained. 

Parents or guardians with low level of education such as IHS or who have never been to 

school may not be able to obtain the desired financial security and may wrongfully allow 

their wards to sell. Even though some parents in the informal sector like trading may 
.r 

work hard, they may not be able to achieve their goals, because according to Osei- 

Boateng and Ampratwum (2011) the informal sector was noted to be characterized by 

low wages. Also high number of traders selling almost the same items, located at the 

same place leads to serious competition among them, In order to prevent them from 

incurring much loss, they engage their children in economic activities to keep their 

businesses running. Again the informal sector employments are associated with irregular 
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source of income because the amount of money a trader gets greatly depends on the 

demand for that goods being sold. Therefore achieving the desired financial security and 

comfortably providing the family needs is nearly impossible. 

2.3 Defini ion of concepts 

2.3.1 Street hawking 

Hawking is a marketing system characterized by many buyers and sellers usually offering 

very small quantities for sale at a time (Olukosi et al. 2005). Street hawking is the selling 

of things along the roads and from one place to other (Umar, 2009). Street hawking is 

defined by Ikechebebu et al. (2008) as the canvassing for sale items conveyed by sellers 

along the street, from house to house or in the public space. According to Johnson and 

Ihesie (2015) child street hawking involves the selling of things along the roadside and 

from one place to another by children below 18 years. For the purpose of this study, street 

hawking is an economic activity that involves the selling of items in small quantities to 

the general public by moving from one street or place to another. Student street hawking 

on the other hand is an economic activity whereby children of school going age and are in 

school move from one place or street to another to sell items in small amount to the 

public. 

2.3.2 The basic school level 

The basic school level consists of nursery, primary and the junior high school. A student 

spends six (6) years at the primary level which consists of both lower and upper primary. 
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All things being equal, a student is expected to complete the junior high school within 

three years after which the Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) is written. 

The minimum number of years used for both the primary and JHS is nine years. 

2.3.3 School attendance 

School attendance of students is monitored in schools with the help of class registers. 

Each class is entitled to one register for one academic year. The names of the students are 

written in the class register and their attendance checked daily from Mondays to Fridays 

of every week except on public holidays where students are not required to attend school. 

When marking the register, the students in school are marked present and those who do 

not attend school that day are marked absent. At the end of the term, the total number of 

days that a student has attended school is calculated by summing all the days he or she 

was marked present. 

2.3.4 Academic performance 

Academic performance is the manner in which students deal with their studies and 

accomplish various tasks given to them by teachers in specific period (Dimbisso 2009) . 
. , 

According to Yusuf (2002) academic performance consist of marks obtained from 

teacher-made test, first term examination, mid-semester test etc. Academic performance 

can be measured at any point in time (Lawrence, 1998) because scores obtained by 

students are use to measure their academic performance at that time. In order for the 

researcher to carry out the study successfully, the continuous assessment which consists 

of students' class exercise marks, homework and examination scores were used. 

15 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



2.4 Causes of street hawking among children 

There are a number of factors or reasons that push children of school going age and are in 

school into trading on the streets. These factors compel them to combine both studies and 

work. Children largely engage in labour activities are; those from large family size; 

children's parents with low socio-economic status or poverty; low education or poorly 

educated parents and children living with unemployed parents (Fetuga et al. 2005; Nuhu 

and Nuhu, 2010). 

2.4.1 Poverty or low socio-economic status of parents 

Poverty is noted to be one of the most common factors that lead to child street hawking 

(Dustrnann, 2003; Caldwell et al. 2007; Ampomah, 2012). Although education is free and 

compulsory for every child, 85.4% of JRS pupils admitted of not having enough money 

to purchase school uniforms, books and pens since schools still charge high registration 

fees (Lambert et al., 2012). According to Ampomah (2012) study on child labour in petty 

trading (hawking business) in Ghana; a case study of Madina and Abokobi areas in Ga 

East district, the lower the socio economic status of parents, the more the occurrence of 

children hawking. Some children with poor socio-economic background had no other 

option than to abandon their right to education, withdraw from school and accept to take 

part in some odd jobs including street hawking (Olufayo, 2006). Families that are 

deprived of their needs due to poverty oblige their children to engage in risky jobs at an 

early age (Shikdar et al., 2013). 
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Most working children come from households with low parental socio-economic status as 

90% and 80.8% of working children from rural and urban areas respectively admitted 

that, low income was the main reason for them working (Togunde and Richardson, 2006; 

Devi and Roy, 2008). Johnson (1996) reported that children whose parents due to 

inadequate funds and resources to sponsor their wards education compel them to stop 

schooling and seek employment as a source of livelihood. According to Ampomah 

(2012),97% of children street hawkers in Madina and Abokobi in Ghana admitted being 

engaged in hawking as a result of poverty. 

According to Mauka (2015) the respondents of his study revealed that, their parents' 

income was small and it could not cater for their fees and sustain the family needs as 

well. Inability of parents to pay school fees due to low income made them allow their 

children to engage in income generating activities (Drew and Segi, 2004). Some parents 

greatly rely on the engagement of their children in economic activities to bail them out of 

poverty (Ray, 2000). It is therefore obvious that in developing countries children make 

significant economic contributions to their families through labour market activities 

(Isah, 2013), even the profit earned from trading could not guarantee them a better 

standard of living (Baah-Ennumh andAdom-Asamoh, 2012). 

Aliyu (2006) study on child labour in Zaria, Nigeria, also indicated that about four in five 

working children mentioned economic needs as the reason for them working and some 

even work to support their education. The research work of Omokhodion (2015) 

confirmed it by stating that, majority of children work to be able to eam some money for 

parents or to contribute towards the cost of their education. It was however obvious when 
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some student hawkers specifically stated what the money obtained from hawking was 

used for. Some categorically mentioned that, the money was used to pay their fees, buy 

some things for themselves and their families and part of that money was also given to 

their parents to take care of their younger siblings as well (Kaletapwa and Yumbak, 

2013). 

Niel-Hugo and Dorte (2000) explained further that, children from poor households were 

more likely to be engaged in harmful child labour as compare to those from well-off 

households. Therefore street hawking serves as a means of earning income to enable 

hawkers to contribute or supplement household income and also support other relatives 

(Niel-Hugo and Dorte, 2000; Ojo-Ajibare, 2013). 

Channes (1998) cited in Hussein (2014) stated that small children as old as ten years that 

were seen hawking along the roadside and on the streets did so to help their parents and 

relatives whereas in some cases, they were entrepreneurs on their own. Also 104 children, 

representing 37.6% of children engaged in street hawking studied, agreed that they were 

engaged in onomic activities to augment their families' income (Owoaje et ai., 2011). 

A different study reported that, majority of their respondents, 145 representing 64.4% 
.r 

sold on the streets in order to augment the family's income and support their families or 

other relatives as well (Johnson and Ihesie, 2015). 

Items such as plantain chips, sachet water popularly known as pure water, dusters, pens, 

toys etc. were sold by child street hawkers in order to' support their families financially 

(Yeboah et al., 2015). According to Ashimolowo et al. (2010) the percentage of children 

whose livelihood was based on trading was 89.2% and 10.8% represented those whose 
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means of livelihood was not based on trading. Also Johnson and Ihesie (2015) in their 

study indicated that 63 representing 28.8% of their respondents sold on the streets to earn 

a living. 

Shailong et ClI. (2011) reported in their study that one of the reasons observed by the 

tribune to be the sudden large increase in children hawking was parents' economy not 

being able to sustain their wards in school. This was as a result of parents spending their 

paltry eamings on food and transportation. They therefore send their children to sell and 

beg as a means of getting some extra income to sustain them. Parents whose household 

income was low due to poverty could not afford to provide for the education, 

nourishment and health related needs of members. Children belonging to such families 

were forced to contribute to family welfare by engaging in economic activities such as 

trading (Ashimolowo et al., 2010). 

Fetuga et al. (2005) was of the view that, hash economic realities and burden of paying 

school fees resulted in parents pushing their children to work. According to the Local 

Education Authorities (LEAs) some secondary school teachers explained that, some 

parents kept their children off school because they could not afford school uniforms or 
., 

necessary equipments needed for school for their wards (Malcolm et al., 2003). It was 

believed that poor parents or guardians were likely to compel their children into the 

labour market in order to increase the household income than to invest in their children's 

education (Nyarko, 2013). 

According to Syed et al. (1991) 62% of parents introduced their wards to employment. 

Okeke (2015) reported that, some parents that migrated from other places to the cities 
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with their families and could not cope with high cost of living send their wards to the 

streets to sell to boost the finance of the family. Owusu (1987) study on socio-economic 

factors which drive juveniles into employment cited in Nyame (2010) indicated that 44% 

of children escaped schools and worked because they needed money to pay their school 

fees. It was also made known that 27% of juveniles traded to supplement household 

budget. According to the report, some parents belonging to low income families in a 

focus group discussion expressed that they prefer their female children to work than to 

attend school. They explained that girls working benefited the entire household since 

some money is brought to the house after work (Davidson and Kanyuka, 1992). 

2.4.2 Occupation of parents or guardians 

Parents' occupations serve as proxies for their socio-economic status (Adane, 2013) and 

the kind of work parents are engaged in has influence on their children (Boadu, 2013). 

Employment in Ghana is mostly in the informal sector and more than 80% of workers in 

the country are employed in this sector (GSS, 2008). Boadu (2013) indicated that older 

children of some parent street hawkers attended school and later helped them to trade on 

weekends, during holidays and sometimes even after school hours. For low income 
., 

households that depend on informal work, economic status do not usual get better 

(Nightingale and Wander, 2011). 

It was again made known in Boadu (2013) report that out of 76% of the researcher's 

respondents (parent street hawkers) who had children, 28% of them allowed their wards 

to combine both schooling and hawking, There were also cases where some children 

hawkers were trading because that was their mothers' occupation (Ashimolowo et al., 
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2010). No wonder Owoaje et al. (2011) stressed that, out of 386 respondents, majority of 

them, 227 (82.1 %) were introduced to employment by their parents. Fetuga et al. (2005) 

also indicated that 82.2% of children that were engaged in labour activities did so 

because they were instructed by one or both of their parents. 

Most children were involved in economic activities in order to assist their mothers in the 

house keeping as 50% of children were found to be working for their mothers and 23.3% 

worked for their fathers (Ashimolowo et al., 2010). Children whose parents were 

employers or self-employed in any sector were easily engaged in work than children 

whose parents were employees since employers or self-employed parents would make 

productive use of their children in their field of work (Parikh and Sadoulet, 2005). 

According to Owoaje et al. (2011) higher proportions of children whose mothers had no 

formal education (81.8%) were engaged in child labour. 

The lower the income received by children labourers, the higher the probability of them 

becoming poor later in life when they become adults (ILO, 2006; Nyarko, 2013). This 

will maximise the probability of they also engaging their offspring in work (Nyarko, 

2013) because ILO (2007) explained that humans confined in the informal sectors have 
.r 

low skills, low productivity, low wages etc. It was again realised that mostly, more 

females (21.6%) than males (8.4%) are engaged in trading (GSS, 2008). 
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2.4.3 Education level of parents or guardians 

Parents who were poorly educated did not place much value on their children's education 

(Adane, 20 l3). According to Fetuga et al. (2005) and Parikh and Sadoulet (2005) 

children with parents who were not well educated or illiterate were greatly engaged in 

labour activities. It was again noted that decrease in parental education leads to a 

prevalence of children being involve in economic activities. Besides, low parental 

education level determines the type of job available and the amount of income to be 

received by the parent(s) (Grootaert and Kanbur, 1995; Alimi and Micah, 2010). There 

was therefore a strong connection between higher level of education and earnings for 

both genders. Also higher education levels correspond to lower levels of unemployment 

and poverty (Baum et al., 2013). It was not surprising that slightly less than a third of 

students in the study of Ntitik (2014) on parental characteristics influencing students' 

academic performance in public secondary schools admitted that, parental education level 

affected their academic performance. 

Children whose mothers did not have formal school education had 1.73 times risks of 

being ask to work as compare to those whose mothers have had formal school education 
_r 

(Devi and Roy, 2008). Such children were mostly assigned to roles by their parents and 

they participated in trading activities so as to help supplement family income (Fetuga et 

al., 2005; Ashimolowo et al., 2010). Togund and Richardson (2006) also argued that 

older children worked for many hours because of their experience and physical 

capabilities. Some of the children workers belonged to households whose adult heads had 

little or no formal education (Shukurat, 2012). 
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According to Nyarko (2013) highly educated household heads would be employed in the 

formal sector and they will not need any assistance from their children to carry out their 

official duties unlike children whose household heads were in the informal sector due to 

poor education. The highly educated parents put so much stress on the importance of 

child education because it is seen as a tool for overcoming ignorance and poverty (Davis, 

2005). These same parents support and involve themselves in their children's education 

by paying fees, buy books and also provide funds for remedial classes but illiterate 

parents on the other hand are not able to spend much on their children's education 

(Dachi, 2000; Georglou andTourva, 2007; Kapinga, 2014). 

Parents that were educated understood and knew the significance of education base on 

their personal experiences. They would therefore have greater influence on their wards 

schooling and employment (Tienda, 1979). Again, household heads with higher 

education background will not engage their wards in activities that will affect their health, 

education or development because they better comprehend the relevance of child 

education (Nyarko, 2013). Alimi and Micah (2010) argued that educated parents who are 

aware of the importance of education to a growing child will let their wards concentrate 

on activities that will enhance their full potentials and the reverse will be discouraged . . , 

Ndjanyou and Djienouassi (2010) stated categorically that, the lower the education level 

of parents, the higher the probability of their children working to the detriment of their 

schooling. These children usually get little investment in their education by their parents 

(Boozer and Suri, 2001). Parents with higher education levels on the other hand may earn 

higher money, knowledgeable and recognise the significance of investing in their wards 

23 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



education (Nyarko, 2013). Children from such homes enjoy some privileges like 

attending extra class and also getting supplementary books to enhance their performance 

at school (Adane, 2013) This therefore means that higher levels of parents' education 

reduce the probability of a child living in a low-income or poor family (Addy et al., 

2013). Again parents' education is a measure of better socio-economic status and good 

indicator of household income (UNISCO, 2004). 

2.4.4 Unemployed of parents or guardians 

A study conducted on the effect of parents' occupation on the child labour and school 

attendance found out that unemployed parents have inadequate resources for their wards 

to go to school with (Parikh and Sadoulet, 2005). According to Nuhu and Nuhu (2010) 

parents who were not employed obtained money from the efforts of their children from 

which the income is use for themselves and their wards as well. Irregularities of parental 

employment cause some parents to rely on their wards for extra stable income (Grootaert 

and Kanbur, 1995). Ibanga (2007) was of the view that some unemployed parents force 

their children to work. 

Abisoye (2013) research conducted 'in Ibadan, indicated that, as many as 93.3% of 

juveniles in the study area attributed their engagement in hawking activities to poor 

economy of parents as a result of their parents being unemployed. Child hawking has 

become a very significant way of supporting families financially and commerce in 

Nigeria (Nwadinigwe et al.,2006). Anarfi (1997) cite-d in Hussein (2014) argued that 

many of the young migrates that move to towns and cities face great difficulty in getting 

employment in the formal economic sectors because of limited education and they do not 
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have enough skills for formal job. Again as parents or guardians grow older, they become 

weak to work and will influence their older children to work so as to support the 

household income (Nyarko, 2013). 

2.4.5 Large family size 

Household size is considered as one of the factors that lead to children participating in 

economic activities (Parikh and Sadoulet, 2005; Ashimolowo et al., 2010). Fetuga et al. 

(2005) agreed to the earlier statement by explaining that, catering for a large family size 

is said to be one of the reasons why parents compel their children to engage in economic 

activities. Kempe (2005) argued that high fertility lead to large households and Fetuga et 

al. (2005) also explained by stating that such households have many dependants 

depending on the small resources available. Comparatively, large households are said to 

be poorer than small household families. When parents have many children with limited 

resources to cater for their needs like educational needs, they are more likely to let their 

wards work (Ampomah, 2012). In other words, the number of children in a particular 

household determines the number of children available to work (Grootaert and Kanbur, 

1995). 
., 

In large households, parents are not able to invest more in their wards schooling which 

lead to a reduction in children's educational participation and progress in school 

(Grootaert and Kanbur, 1995). Patrinos and Psacharopoulos (1997) explained that 

children belonging to larger households would easily work because of the unavailability 

of adequate resources. According to Shailong et al. (2011) some parents due to 

insufficient resources instruct their wards to assist them by working. In the same report 
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34% of the juvenile hawkers admitted of engaging in economic activities like selling so 

as to contribute to family income. It was further explained that poverty and illiteracy 

were reinforced by traditional customs such as polygamy and preference for large family 

size. Due to this, some children engage themselves in various economic activities such as 

street hawking in order to survive (Ashimolowo et al., 2010). 

According to Ibanga (1986) traditional custom especially polygamy lead to parents 

giving birth to many children resulting in poor living standard. Children belonging to 

such homes are forced to work because of the inability of parents to cater for their 

children. Another study showed that 28% of juvenile hawkers use the money obtained 

from hawking to help their mothers since most of them were from polygamous families 

(Shailong et al., 2011). 

The percentage of working children in homes with four or less children is 59.4% whiles 

82% of working children was recorded in homes with ten or more children (Owoaje et 

al., 2011). Again most children whose household sizes were above 9 to 12 persons 

participated more in economic activities outside school. The same research emphasized 

that 30% and 25% of children belonging to household sizes of 5 to 8 and 9 to 12 persons 
.r 

respectively were more involved in hawking (Ashimolowo et al., 2010). This therefore 

implies that, children from overcrowded families have a higher risk of working (Devi and 

Roy, 2008). Also in cases where there were many younger siblings in a particular home, 

the probability of the older children engaging in work at home such as selling is high 

(Nyarko, 20l3). According to Nyarko (2013) larger household size stretches the income 

available for the house up keep and parents or guardians will pressurise their older 
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children to combine both schooling and work. These children may drop out of school and 

pick up full time job to support their parents cater for their younger siblings. 

It was also discovered in a research conducted by Clark and Yesufu (2012) that children 

from large households were compelled to engage in street hawking. Some guardians who 

were interviewed admitted that, they allowed their wards to street hawk because it was 

seen as a marketing strategy. According to Clark and Yesufu (2012) both parents and 

children were able to sell many items within a short time by using child hawking. Some 

parents explained that, street hawking being a marketing strategy has helped them sustain 

their businesses for many years. According to Shukurat (2012) some parents due to 

competition among traders made little or no sales at all and thus send their wards to hawk 

for additional eamings. 

Children were into street hawking to aid their families financially especially in cases 

where family size was large (Fetuga et al. 2005). According to Nuhu and Nuhu (2010) 

older parents allowed their children to engage in street trading because they had more 

children and financial obligations to fulfil. 

2.4.6 Single parenting ., 

According to Keller et al. (1997) single parenting is the situation whereby a father or 

mother raises his or her children without the presence of the other spouse. Knox (1996) 

explained that many at times, single parent families included a mother, and children and 

the children's father no longer lives in the house with them. According to Knox (1996) 
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children with parents who are separated or divorced lose both emotional and financial 

support of their fathers. 

Due to economic hardship in single parent families, adolescents will be required to work 

for many hours to take care of their younger siblings (Amoakohene, 2013). According to 

Mather (2010) many single mothers have limited resources to finance their offspring's 

education, child care and health care cost. In the research of Shukurat (2012) a 

respondent however confirmed that, she allows her children to assist her earn some 

income for the household in order to make ends meet. This was as a result of the 

respondent being a single parent due to the death of her husband. 

2.5 Effect of street hawking 

According to Udoh and Joseph (2012) street hawking was explained to have negative 

effect on the future of children. Hawking activity can even sometimes, be hazardous to 

the health and education of the child who is engaged in it (Dustmann, 2003) These 

children are exploited because of the many hours they are engaged in trading activities, it 

serves as a hindrance to a child's school attendance and its effectiveness on his/her health 

(Ibanga, 2009). Basu and Van (1998)' claimed that illiteracy, low school attendance and 

low enrolment have developmental and performance implication and can be attributed to 

children's economic participation. Because of that, children can experience negative 

effect on their educational development and performance. According to UNICEF Nigeria 

(2006) Street hawking activities threaten children's physical, mental or emotional well 

being and it interferes with their schooling as well. 
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Earlier studies have condemned child participation in economic activities because of its 

resultant effect on their schooling, health, physical, moral and psychological development 

of the child (ILO - lPEC, 2002; UNCEF, 2004). Street hawking is noted to have negative 

effect on the level of education attained, school attendance, school grades, literacy and 

human capital formation (Murphy et al., 1991). However, the findings of Heady (2003) 

differ a bit from the earlier results since the researcher was of the view that child work 

had little effect on student school attendance but rather had great effect on their learning 

performance in reading and mathematics. The mentioned factors of street hawking were 

identified by other authors. Research works of this nature are mostly done in other 

countries and the southern part of Ghana but this is conducted in the Tamale Metropolis 

2.5.1 Effect of street hawking on children's school attendance 

Ebigbo (1993) stated that most children who street hawk in the mornings before attending 

school get to the school compound late. According to GSS-GLSS6 (2014) 82.1% of 

children were identified to attend school also participated in economic activity. Akpan 

and Oluw: banmide (2010) explained child street hawkers that work for long days fmd it 

difficult to attend class always. According to their report, 60% of hawkers confirmed that 

they sometimes go to school late and were irregular due to tiredness from the previous 

day's work. Onuzulike (2007) cited in Ayodel and Olubayo-Fatirgun (2014) noted that 

children street hawkers do not only hawk during early morning hours but also at night 

and during inclement weather too. 

According to Basinski (2009) 85% of street traders including those who are students, 

work for long hours either six or seven days per week. Another study in the year 2015 
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also showed that out of 225 respondents, most of the respondents, 201 (89.3%) of them 

worked for 4-7 days within a week, 88 (39.1%) of respondents worked all day and up to 

54 (24.0%) respondents spent 9-13 hours daily hawking (Johnson and Ihesie, 2015). 

Street trading done by children deprive them of the opportunity of being in school 

completely or partially because of the long hours they spend trading (Clark and Yesufu, 

2012; Johnson and Ihesie, 2015). Robson (2004) confirmed it by also stating that in 

Africa and particularly Nigeria, child labourers generally suffer from low school 

attendance. 

Shukurat (2012) reported that children street hawkers that are students often attend school 

late and return home early to sell on the streets. Absence of pupils from school was noted 

by most Local Education Authorities (LEAs) and teachers to lead to academic 

underachievement which could damage children's future job prospects. Academic 

underachievement was as a result of teachers not being able to give those children the 

needed help to be able to make up for the lost time. 

Absenteeism was again said to have two major effects on student which were, firstly it 

brings about a break in the continuity of learning and secondly, the curriculum was so full 
.r 

and tightly structured that absence invariable meant a child would miss something 

important (Malcolm et al., 2003). The staying away from school by secondary school 

students without permission was noted to be a perennial problem among students 

therefore affecting their academic performance. Many of these students spend their time 

in street hawking or other activities like watching cable network on television (Farauta 

and Yumbak, 2013). 
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The study of Ashimolowo et al. (2010) discovered that more than half of their 

respondents (79.2%) who were actively involved in trading activity believed it had 

negative effect on their school attendance rate or number of days in school due to the 

rigours involved in trading. The time spent by children working reduces the time 

available for educational activities (Kalenkoski and Pabilonia, 2009). According to 

International Labour Organisation, ILO (2010) an increase in a child's involvement in 

economic activity can lead to a decrease in school attendance as working children are in a 

way disadvantaged in terms of their ability to attend school as compared to their non- 

working counterparts. Children that combine both work and schooling have their school 

attendance affected and they are also disadvantaged (Apantaku et al., 2001). 

2.5.2 Effect of street hawking on children's academic performance in JHS schools 

According to Okafor (2010) when children work as wage earners to supplement the 

family income it may solve some family economic problems but create new ones for both 

the children and the society at large. When children combine education with work, others 

are made to totally ignore their education and concentrate on the work in order to raise 

more income to support their family (Kielland and Tovo, 2006). Farauta and Yumbak, 
., 

(2013) research revealed that street hawking done by students had a significant negative 

effect on students' performance in science subjects at the secondary school level. 

Ebigbo (1993) was also of the view that a student street hawker that sells in the mornings 

before attending school always lacks concentration in class work due to fatigue and stress 

as a result of they having to move in between vehicles and even run after moving vehicles 

to be able to sell some items. Canagarajah and Nielson (1999) also noted that student 
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workers are not able to pay attention III class because of fatigue. Bruscino (2001) 

affirmed the above statement by explaining that student workers are unable to concentrate 

in class but spend greater part of the lesson period sleeping. Nyarko (2013) also 

discovered that part-time jobs carried out by children disrupt their education because they 

become very tired after work and are unable to adequately take part in school activities or 

study at home. These children mostly suffer from poor academic performance, learning 

abilities and are easily ridiculed by their classmates (Elbedour et al., 2002). 

It was also discovered in the report of Banerji et al. (2010) that children who work and 

attend school simultaneously have small time or energy to study, rest or do their 

homework. According to Ekwe (1986), they quickly eat if there is food, change clothes 

and rush to the street to sell, which usually lead to poor academic performances, 

withdrawal from schools and consequently development of delinquent behaviours. 

A research on the effect of street hawking on the academic performance of students 

particularly in agriculture conducted by Farauta and Yumbak (2013) showed that, there 

was a very low rating score of the academic performance in practical agriculture of 

students th t were involved in street hawking. The same researchers stated that street 

hawking takes most of the students' school time leading to poor academic performance. 

According to Ashimolowo et al. (2010) some children street hawkers sell in the 

mornings, afternoons or evenings. According to their report, 26.7% of their respondents 

work only in the afternoon, 20.8% work in the morning only while 36.7% work from 

morning to afternoon and 15.8% in the evening. Those that traded from morning to 

aftemoon (36.7%) were more likely to skip school in order to do that. Sometimes, these 
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children are compelled to hawk items such as non-alcoholic drinks, water, groundnut and 

bread till very late in the night (Fawole, 2003). 

Ashimolowo et al. (2010) further noted that 75.0% of respondents were of the opinion 

that trading activity has adverse effect on their participation in homework activities while 

74.1 % believed it affects their participation in extracurricular activity. A large percentage 

of 84.2% children agreed to the fact that, trading activities engaged by them affected their 

academics. The remaining percentage, 15.8% also confirmed that trading activities did 

not affect their academic activities. This was a clear indication that a good number of 

students' academic performances were greatly affected by economic activities done by 

children. Owoaj e et al. (2011) discovered that 21.1 % of working children had been 

repeated in a class as compared with 9.4% of children who were not working. 

Also a large number of working children (80.7%) obtained overall scores below 50% in 

their previous term's examination as compared with 61.3% of the non-working children. 

Ubah and Bulus (2014) research on the effect of street hawking on the academic 

performance of students in social studies in junior high schools reported that, student 

street hawkers performed poorer than their colleagues who were not involved in street 

hawking. This is because the time spent leaming notes is correlated to examination 

performance since students that practiced that performed better than their colleagues who 

never practiced it (Crede and Kuncel, 2008). Ubah and Bulus (2014) however concluded 

by stating that, when student street hawkers are taken off the street, they will be able to 

focus on their studies and will therefore perform better academically in school. Though 

the study ofUbah and Bulus (2014) argued that student hawkers performed poorly in one 
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subject, social studies. Social studies test was designed by the researcher from topics for 

the term in social studies. This may not reflect students true performance since their 

performanc could be influenced by a number of factors such as sickness or the learners 

may not learn adequately for the test. That is why the current study took into 

consideration pupils' first term, second term and third term academic performance of 

pupils. The examination questions were set by teachers who taught these pupils for a 

period of time, a specific period was allocated for them to prepare and write the 

examination. 

According to Johnson and Ihesie (2015) about a third of their respondents who were 

currently in school admitted to obtaining worst grades ever since they started street 

hawking. The researchers explained that child street hawkers believed poor performance 

could be due to lack of time to study after school hours. It was however concluded that 

hawking was a common practice which affected the education of children resulting in 

many dropouts and poor academic performance. Similarly Ashimolowo et al. (2010) 

found that 70.9% of children in Epe, Lagos admitted that street trading had a negative 

effect on their reading schedule while 79.2% also confirmed that it affected their school 

attendance rate. ., 

According to Sakurai (2006) most child labourers in school are at a higher risk of 

dropping out of school before completion, grade repetition and not being able to move 

from the basic level to the second cycle (secondary education). Some students in the 

junior secondary schools in Nassarawa state, Nigeria were seen in school uniforms 

selling goods or items during school hours when they should have been in class learning 
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(Ubah and Bulus, 2014). Children can experience low school attendance, low enrolment 

and have developmental and performance implications which have been attributed to 

children's economic participation (Basu and Van, 1998 as cited in Ekpenyong and Sibiri, 

2011). 

In the study of Johnson and Ihesie (2015) a conclusion was made that child labour in the 

form of hawking has a negative effect on children leading to many of them having poor 

academic performance and eventually drop out of school. Another study claimed that 

failure in school subjects as a problem which street hawkers experience may have 

negative impact on their future (U gudulunwa et al., 2004). According to Alokan et a1. 

(2014) children that are actively involved in their parents' business may not see the need 

to go to school and they are likely not to perform well in class. Other studies indicated, 

working children from both rural and urban areas spend less time studying as compared 

to their non-working counterparts (Laureau, 2003; Devi and Roy, 2008). 

It was revealed that in situations whereby girls at a tender age are made to sell on busy 

urban streets may be exploitative on the part of parents and it can equally have negative 

implication on their education and academic performance as well (Yeboah et al., 2015) . 
. r 

According to Apantaku et a1. (2001) children that combine both work and schooling have 

their performances in schools affected and they are continuously disadvantaged. This is 

because student workers spend inadequate time learning and also do not get enough time 

to do their homework (Canagarajah and Nielsen, 1999). 

When the results of students involved in paid employment and those not engaged in any 

work was compared, it was noticed that those that were employed recorded poorer 
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academic performance (Lynn, 2004). Lockhead (1991) explained further that girls from 

poor families that work perform poorly academically because they have much work tasks 

to do after school hours. Due to the fact that, time students should have devoted to 

learning or attending remedial lessons was spent on working resulted to it competing with 

their student roles. Again child labourers in Suba and Homa Bay districts had 

significantly lower academic achievement mean score than their counterparts who do not 

work (Lingeve and Poipoi, 2012). It was realised that when children who are students and 

workers work for long hours, it affected both the standardize test scores and grades 

resulting in poor academic performance (Barone, 1993; Singh, 1998) . 

. , 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

Chapter three gives information about the study area and the methodology adopted in the 

study, the target population that was used for the research and how the sample sizes for 

the various target population were selected. Also the types of data source and data 

collection techniques employed by the researcher were not left out. 

3.2. Profile of the study area 

The Tamale Metropolis is one of the 26 districts in the Northern Region. It is located in 

the centre part of the region and share boundaries with the Sagnarigu District to the West 

and north, Mion District to the east, East Gonja to the south and Central Gonja to the 

south-west (Fig. 1). Tamale Metropolitan Area consists of two sub-metropolitan areas: 

Tamale South and Tamale Central Sub-metropolitan areas. The Metropolis has a total 

estimated land size of646.90180sqkm. (GSS, 2010) . 
. , 
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Fig 3.1: Map of tamale metropolis 
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.t 

From the 2010 population and housing census (PRe), the population of the Tamale 

Metropolis was 2,233,252. The number of males was 111,109 (49.7%) and the females 

was 112,143 (50.2%) which showed that there are more females in the Metropolis than 
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males (GSS, 2014). According to the same report, (GSS, 2014) the population of the 

Tamale metropolis is youthful with almost 36.4% being the population below 15 years. 

3.2.1 Political and administrative structure 

The political head of the metropolis is the Metropolitan Chief Executive. There are two 

constituencies in Tamale thus Tamale South and Tamale Central. It also consists of two 

sub-metros which are Tamale south and Tamale Central. There is a total of 205 unit 

committee members in the metropolis. The traditional chiefs, sub-chiefs and the Local 

Government structures work tother with the Metropolis in promooting peace, stability 

and development in the area. Traditionally, the Ya Naa is the overlord of the area but he 

enskins the Gukpegu Naa as his subject over the traditional administration of the 

Metropolis (GSS, 2014). 

3.2.2 Social and cultural structure 

According to GSS (2014) the Dagombas are the majority ethnic group living in the 

Tamale Metropolis even though there are other ethnic groups such as Gonjas, Mamprusis, 

Akan, Dagaabas and groups from the upper east region are also residing in the ., 

metropolis. The area has deep rooted cultural practices such as annual festivals, naming 

and marriage ceremonies. Some annually celebrated festivals in the metropolis are 

Domba, Bugum (fire festival) and the two Muslim Eid festivals (Eid Fits and Eid Adha). 
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3.2.3 Religion 

The Tamale Metropolis is dominated by Muslims and followed by christians, spiritualists 

and traditionalists. The muslims however constitute 90.5% and christians 8.8% (GSS, 

2014). 

3.2.4 Education profile of Tamale Metropolis 

The education system in Ghana consists of various levels such as kindergarten, primary, 

junior high school, senior high school (SHS) and tertiary. Information obtained from the 

Tamale metropolis education office on the August 10, 2017 indicated that, there are 593 

(100%) pre tertiary institutions in the Tamale metropolis out of which 35% of these pre 

tertiary are private and 65% are state owned (public). 

Within the Tamale metropolis, there are 227 kindergartens, 243 primary schools, 105 

JHS, 17 SHS and one technical and vocational education and training (TVET). The metro 

education directorate (MED) is headed by the Metropolitan Director of Education. The 

MED vision is to provide services to meet all the pre-tertiary education needs of children 

of school going age irrespective of their gender, ethnic, religion and political affiliation ., 

through team work and total pupil or teacher care. This means providing education to all 

humans living in the metropolis (accessed on the August 10,2017). 

3.3 The res 'arch design 

For the purpose of this study, the researcher used cross sectional design where both 

quantitative and qualitative methods were used hence mixed method. Cross sectional 
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design is a type of research design which helps seek the insight of the effect of street 

hawking on pupils academic performance and school attendance in the Tamale 

metropolis of the Northern region of Ghana. Bryman (2012) enumerated five research 

designs which are longitudinal design, case study design, experimental design, and 

comparative design and cross sectional design. 

According to Bryman (2012) cross sectional design helps the researcher to triangulate 

both quantitative and qualitative methods. This made it possible for the researcher to use 

both quantitative and qualitative tools (questionnaire and interview guide). De Vaus 

(2002) explained that, cross sectional design is very imperative especially when the 

researcher is answering questions such as 'why' or 'how'. Questions on how does street 

hawking affect the academic performance and school attendance in the metropolis were 

asked. This type of design supports descriptive and exploratory inquiry. Hence it helped 

the researcher to explore the causes of street hawking among children in the Tamale 

Metropolis. Research design is the process which enables the researcher to answer the 

research questions and to collect data from the respondents in order to achieve the 

research objectives (De Munck, 2009) . 

. , 
3.4 The t, ·bet population of the study 

The target population of the study was made up of three main groups. The first group was 

public junior high school (IHS) pupils in form two and three which included pupils who 

were engaged in street hawking and those who were notengaged in hawking. The records 

of school attendance and academic performances from the two groups (pupil hawkers and 

pupil non hawkers) will help researcher know whether street hawking led to poor 
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academic performance and prevented them from attending school. Since both pupil 

hawkers and pupil non hawkers attended the same public IRS, they are taught the same 

syllabus and subjects and write the same examination. Even though some of the first year 

students were also engaged in street hawking but they were excluded because the 

researcher needed one academic year of pupils' school performance and attendance. But 

during the period which the data was collected, the first year students had only first term 

academic performance and school attendance which was not enough secondary data for 

the study. The second group of the target population was made up of parents or guardians 

of pupil street hawkers and lastly, the final group also consisted of teachers from selected 

schools. 

The sample: frame of the study was the class registers of the various 15 public junior high 

schools that were selected. Sample frame is very necessary especially when dealing with 

probability sampling such as simple random sampling. Polit and Hungler (1999) cited in 

Mbokane and Ehlers (2006) explained population to be the totality of all objects or 

members that conform to a particular specification. Target population is also defined as a 

particular pool of cases that a researcher wants to study (Neuman, 2012). 

.t 

3.4.1 San P . size 

Out of a total population of 2460 pupils from the 15 selected public IRS, the sample size 

of students for the study was determined by using the Yamane (1967) formula, which is 

n = NI [1 + N (e) 2] Where: 

n = sample size 
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N = population size 

1 = constant and 

e = level of significance = 0.05 

and N = 2460 

n = 2460 -7- [1 +2460(0.05)2] 

= 2460 -7- (1+ 6.15) 

=2460 -7- (7.15) 

=344.0559;::; 344 

Therefore the student sample size for the study was 344. 

Questionnaires were administered to all the 344 pupils (student sample size) who were 

selected from 15 public schools in the metropolis. Sample is defined as the small part of 

the popula ion selected to participate in a study (Brink, 1996). The rule of thumb 

explained by Roscoe (1975) stated that, sample sizes greater than 30 but less than 500 are 
., 

appropriate for most social research. Smaller sample size gives less accurate results and a 

less representative of the population (LoBiondo-Wood and Haber, 1998). That means, a 

larger sample size gives a better representative of the population. 

A specific number of pupils were selected from each of the 15 chosen JHS which 

consisted of both hawkers (males and females) and non-hawkers (males and females). 

Out of a targeted population of 2460 pupils and a sample size of 344 (100%) students, 
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2% of the student sample size, 344 was chosen each from Datoyili T.I Ahmadiyya, Jerigu 

Kamaria Islamic and Nanton-Zuo community JHS. 3% of 344 pupils were taken from 

Souf-Watul Islamic JHS. Again 4% and 5% of 344 students were selected from 

Kakpagyili Taskif Islamic and Farukiya JHS respectively. The percentage of students 

selected from each school Wataniya Islamic, Bamvim Presby and Dabokpa JHS was 6% 

of 344 students. Also 7% of 344 pupils were from Lamashegu MIA, 10% of 344 each 

from Police Barracks and Nyohini Presby JHS A were equally selected. 11 % of 344 from 

Zogbeli IRS B and finally 13% of 344 pupils each from St. Paul RIC and Kukuo A.M.E 

Zion JHS to represent their schools. 

Exactly 84 male student hawkers, 88 female pupil hawkers were selected giving a total of 

172 pupil street hawkers from the public JHS in the metropolis. Another 84 non-hawkers 

male and 88 non-hawkers female students were also chosen and a total of 172 pupil non- 

hawkers were equally considered. The number of girls in each group was higher than the 

boys because of the high number of girls enrolment recorded at the basic school level. An 

overall total of 344 pupils were obtained for the study when the number of student 

hawkers and non-hawkers were summed. 

Fifteen (15) parents or guardians of student hawkers were chosen and interviewed. This 

number WJS obtained as a result of the researcher choosing one parent or guardian from 

each selected school. In every selected JHS, the head teacher assigned a teacher to assist 

the researcher, out of which a total number of 15 teachers were obtained. A sample size 

of five (5) teachers was then selected from the fifteen teachers (Table 3.1). 

44 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



Table 3.1: Distribution of sample size, sampling and data collection techniques 

Respondents Sample size Sampling Data collection 
techniques techniques 

IRS pupils (form 344 Stratified sampling Questionnaire 
two and three) 

Parents or guardians 15 Purposive sampling In-depth interview 
of student street 
hawkers 

Teachers 5 Purposive In-depth interview 
sampling 

Total 364 

Source: Researcher's construct (March, 2017) 

3.5 Sampling techniques and procedures 

Both probability and non-probability sampling techniques were employed. Al-hassan 

(2015) exp ained probability sampling by emphasizing that it gives every respondent or 

subject in the population an equal chance' to be selected in a study. The probability 

sampling included simple random sampling which was used to choose 15 public IRS 

from the metropolis and stratified sampling for grouping and selecting pupil hawkers and 

non-hawkers. The stratified sampling technique made it possible for the researcher to 

group pupils into male street hawkers, male non-hawkers, female street hawkers and 

female non-hawkers. The non-probability sampling on the hand was purposive sampling. 

With this type of sampling technique not all members of a population have an equal 
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chance of participating in a study (Saunders et al., 2012). The criteria used for the 

purposive Sc mpling by the researcher was at least two years of teaching experience for 

the teachers and at least two years of children participating in hawking for the parents. 

3.5.1 Simple random sampling (srs) 

There are 72 public junior high schools and 15 circuits in the Tamale metropolis. The 15 

circuits included; Aboabo, Bamvim, Changni, Dabokpa, Gumbihini, Hospital, Kaladan, 

Kpanvo, Kumasi Road, Lamashegu, Nyohini, Sakasaka, Salaga Road, Yendi Road and 

Zogbeli circuit. Each of these circuits had at least two public JHS. Simple random 

sampling (SRS) method under probability sampling technique was used to select one 

public school (JHS) from each circuit. 

In order to give all the 72 public JHS under the 15 circuits the same equal chance to be 

selected simple random sampling was used because it gives equal chance to respondents 

to be included or excluded in a sample (Kumekpor, 2002). In using the SRS to select 

junior high schools, Microsoft excel was used to select a JHS from all circuits with more 

than one JHS. However, Salaga road circuit had only one JHS which was Jerigu Kamaria 

Islamic JHS and it was automatically selected without using SRS. A total of 15 JHS 

schools were chosen for the study and those selected schools were a representative of the 

72 JHS in tl e metropolis. 
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3.5.2 Stratified sampling technique 

Stratified sampling technique was used to group and select male hawkers, female 

hawkers; male non-hawkers and female non-hawkers from public JRS form two (2) and 

form three (3) because of the heterogeneous nature of the student population. Stratified 

sampling ensures a representativeness proportion of different strata within a sample 

(Neuman, 2012). This sampling technique made it possible to group students into four 

homogeneous SUb-populations. These included; male pupils into street hawking, male 

pupils not into street hawking, female pupils engaged in street hawking and lastly female 

pupils not engaged in street hawking. 

Some teachers assisted the researcher to identify pupils who were engaged in street 

hawking and those who were not engaged in hawking. After obtaining the four strata, a 

simple fill 10m sampling technique was employed to randomly select specific number of 

males and females student hawkers, males and females non hawking students from each 

stratum. In this case, all students in the homogeneous groups had an equal opportunity of 

being sel c cd. A total of 172 student street hawkers and 172 non hawking students were 

selected fro the fifteen (15) public junior high schools that were chosen for the study . 
. r 

3.5.3 Purposive sampling technique 

Purposive s; npling technique was used by the researcher to select both parents of pupil 

hawkers and teachers as well. These people were chosen base on a criteria. A parent or 

guardian was purposively chosen from each selected school base on the criteria that his or 

her ward(s) were engaged in street hawking for a minimum of two years. A total of 15 
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parents or guardians were selected and interviewed. The researcher again used purposive 

sampling technique to select five (5) teachers out of 15 teachers who were assigned by 

the head teacher to assist the researcher. These five teachers were also selected base on 

the criteria of the teachers teaching for at least two years in their schools. Criteria specify 

the features or characteristics that people in a population should possess in order to be 

included in a study (Polit and Hungle, 1999). 

Purposive sampling is where the researcher intentionally selects respondents with 

particular characteristics according to the needs of the developing analysis (Morse, 2004). 

Non-probability sampling technique according to Al-hassan (2015) is a type of sampling 

technique whereby respondents do not have equal chance of being selected in a study. 

3.6 Sources of data 

There are two types of data sources which are primary data and secondary data source. 

These two types of data sources were used by the researcher. Primary data were obtained 

from questionnaire that was administrated to respondents (pupils) to answer and 

interview that was also conducted to solicit the views of both teachers and parents of 

student hawkers. .t 

Secondary data on the other hand consisted of students' enrolment from the education 

metropolitan office, academic performance and school attendance which were taken from 

the various selected schools. With the academic performance, individual marks obtained 

by students in the four main core subjects, English, mathematics, social studies and 

general science were considered. A more comprehensive data was obtained by using the 
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averages of the 2015/2016 academic year's results and school attendance of students. The 

average marks obtained by the pupils were used for the analysis. This was to make it 

possible to compare academic performance and school attendance of pupils into street 

hawking and those not hawking. In this case, the student street hawkers become the 

experiment group and the student non hawkers also becomes the control group. 

3.7 Data collection Technique 

3.7.1 Administration of questionnaire 

Data collection techniques used was interview and questionnaire. The researcher self 

administered some questionnaire to selected pupils which was made up of student street 

hawkers and student non-hawkers. The questionnaire consisted of sub-topics such as 

social-demographic characteristics, causes of street hawking among children, street 

hawking effect on pupils' school attendance and students street hawking effect on pupils' 

academic performance. Questions were asked under each sub-topic in order to solicit 

respondents' (both form three and form two pupils in public JHS) views to be able to 

answer the research questions. The questionnaires were semi-structured which consisted 

of both open ended and closed ended questions. 

According to Neuman (2012) closed ended questions make it possible for the researcher 

to easily compare answers of different respondents, it is also easier and quicker for 

respondents to answer. Open ended questions on the other hand by the same author, 

Neuman (2012) stated that it allows respondents to give detailed answers to questions and 

unanticipated findings may also be revealed as a result of asking open ended questions. 
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3.7.2 Interview 

Interview was one of the data collection methods used by the researcher to gather data. 

The respondents that were interviewed included parents of pupil street hawkers and 

teachers. Selected students who have been engaged in hawking for at least two years 

were asked to pre-inform their parents the previous day. The researcher met a parent or 

guardian one at a time the next day after school hours. The researcher had a face-to-face 

interview with the parents or guardians. Teachers on the other hand were pre-informed, a 

convenient day and time were agreed on and they were interviewed later on the agreed 

days. A face to face interview was conducted, open ended questions were read to 

respondents and answers to questions were provided verbally. 

Interview was however seen as the more appropriate data collection technique used to 

collect data from respondents (interviewees). The parents or guardians were interviewed 

in order to obtain evidence on the causes of pupils street hawking and the effects of it on 

their wards' school attendance and academic performance. 

An interview was also conducted to solicit teachers' VIews on the effects of street 

hawking on students' academic perfotmance and school attendance. This was aimed at 

getting vital information relating to the study and also to achieve the research objectives. 

This gives the researcher the upper hand to probe further for more information. Interview 

is often used by researchers to explore views, experiences, beliefs and motivations of 

individual respondents (Gill et al., 2008). There are three fundamental types of research 

interview which are structured interview, semi-structured interview and unstructured 

interview (Stuckey, 2013). Semi-structured interview being a type of data collection 
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technique made it possible for the researcher to probe deeply into topics to thoroughly 

understand answers of respondents (RAND, 2009). 

A face-to-face interview was conducted with teachers and student street hawkers' parents 

or guardians. The data collection approach used by the researcher in this case was 

interview notes. In other words, questions were verbally read to respondents and their 

responses recorded in the form of written notes. Interview also allow the researcher to use 

interview guide which contain questions and topics that must be covered (RAND, 2009). 

3.8 Data collection instrument 

The data collection instruments used to collect data from participates were questionnaire 

and interview guide. In order for the researcher to get information relating to the causes 

of street hawking among children, the effects of street hawking on students' academic 

performance and school attendance, questionnaires were administered to form two and 

three pupils fr0111 the selected schools. 

3.8.1 Questionnaire as a data collection instrument 

.r 

De eloping this, the survey questionnaire was designed on a three point Likert scale: 

+l=Agree; O=Uncertain; and -L=Disagree. According to Neuman (2012), Likert scale 

format for questionnaire is widely used in social science survey studies. The author 

further note that, despite often used on a continuous scale of 'Strongly Disagree - 

Strongly Agree' it is however argued to consider neutrality as one might have no idea to 

the elaboration. In this case he argued that, it is moderate to reset the scale to include + 
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and - signs to the scaling numbers where 0 will be the point of the neutrality which could 

be 'yes, no, or uncertain'. 

In this pel'S occtive, questions regarding the effects of street hawking on pupils' school 

attendance and academic performance in the Tamale metropolis were asked on a three 

point Likert scale: +1 =Agree; O=Uncertain; and -1 =Disagree. This made responding to 

questions easier and swift for participants' completion and erase participants caught up 

with doubts whether to choose 'Strongly Agree or Agree and vice versa. 

Interview guide was also one of the data collection instruments used to collect data. It 

entailed questions that helped the interviewer to get some key information concerning the 

topic under study. The interview guide also prevented the interviewer and interviewees 

from diverting from the topics and issues relating to the study. 

3.9 Pre-testing of questionnaire 

Pre-testing of the questionnaire enabled the researcher to know how well respondents 

understood the questionnaire. The questionnaire was pre-tested by choosing some pupils 

from 5 public JHS out of the 15 schools. Four students (two student street hawkers and ., 

two non-h. wkers) from each JHS were made to answer the questionnaire. A total number 

of twenty (20) pupils ensured a successfully pre-testing of the questionnaire. Some 

questions that were difficult for students to comprehend were reframed. 
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3.10 Data analysis 

Data analysis is the summarising of data and organising it in a way that answers the 

research questions (Yin, 2003). Responses of closed ended questions were coded and 

entered into the computer using Statistical Package of Social Sciences (SPSS) software. 

The coded data that were entered into the computer were cleaned. The cleaning of the 

coded data was done by checking the coded data to identify and correct those that were 

miscoded to ensure accuracy. This same data was analysed using descriptive statistics 

specifically frequency distribution tables and cross tabulations. Data collected in relation 

to the study were presented in pie charts and bar charts to ensure easy comprehension and 

interpretation of data as well. 

The statistical analysis that was carried out to test the two different hypotheses was the t 

test. The t-test is a statistical test used to compare the means of two groups (Kim, 2010). 

There are three types of t test which include; independent sample t test, paired sample t 

test and one sample t test. The independent sample t test compares the mean or averages 

of two independent groups. Paired sample t test compare the averages of the same group 

at different periods. A one sample t test compares the means of a single group against a 
.r 

known mean. 

The study used independent sample t test to test for the two hypotheses. It made it 

possible for the researcher to know whether there was any significant difference in 

academic performance and school attendance between student hawkers and non-hawkers. 

The data had both dependent and independent variables. School attendance and academic 
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performance were the two different dependant variables and group consisting of hawkers 

and non-hawkers were the two independent variables for the study. 

Assumptions of independent sample t test 

1. Dependent variable should be measured on a continuous scale. 

2. Independent variables should consist of two independent groups. 

3. There should be independent observations whereby there is no relationship between the 

observations of the two independent groups. 

4. There should not be any significant outliers. 

5. Dependent variable should be approximately normally distributed for each group of the 

independent variable. 

6. There should be homogeneity of variance. 

Results on the four main core subjects taught at the IRS level were used thus English, 

Mathematics, General Science and Social Studies. All the marks obtained in the various 

subjects in the 2015/2016 academic year were summed and the average marks calculated 

for each student. The qualitative data which was obtained from open ended questions and 

semi-structured interview was also analysed using content analysis. Content analysis is 

the making of replicable and valid inferences whereby interpretation and coding of 

textual material is done. It helps the researcher to examine patterns in communication in a 

replicable and systematic manner. 
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3.11 Challenges encountered during the data collection period 

At the initial stages of the data collection process, it was difficult to get some students 

who were involved in hawking to own up because they were shy and afraid of their mates 

mocking them. Some of the hawkers were not also comfortable with the idea of their 

academic performance and school attendance taken from their schools. The researcher 

with the help of the teachers explained what the research was about after which they 

willingly participated. 

It took the researcher so much time to collect data from schools especially the 2015/2016 

school attendance of students. Many of the school registers were not closed, so some time 

was spent closing them and that delayed the data collection. Also, since the sample size 

of students was made up of both form two and three pupils, it was difficult to administer 

questionnaires to students at the same time because one class could be busy and the other 

one free. 

Researcher upon meeting the parents for the first time for the interview, some of them did 

not feel at ease discussing their family issues with an outsider (researcher). But after 

prolong interaction with some of the parents; they willingly answered all the questions 

that were as ced. 

3.12 Ethical considerations 

The researcher obtained consent from the school authorities by sending an introductory 

letter to selected schools to formally inform them. All student respondents willingly 
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participated in the research and no student was forced to take part. The significance of the 

research and some terms that students did not understand were explained to them. 

The self-administration of semi structured questionnaire was accepted and answered by 

both students into street hawking and those not hawking. Information provided by both 

students to the researcher was confidential. Information such as student's identity and 

personal details were not made known to the general public. 

_, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the analysis and presentation of findings of the study conducted in 

the Tamale Metropolis. These analysis and presentation of findings included the causes 

of street hawking among children and the effects of hawking on pupils education in 

relation to their school attendance and academic performance. The first part of the 

chapter dealt with socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents thus pupils in 

JHS and hawkers' parents or guardians and teachers. The chapter also addressed the 

effect of hawking on pupils school attendance and academic performance . 

. r 
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4.2 School enrolment 

Table 4.1 shows the student enrolments of the sampled schools in the fifteen (15) Circuits 

within the Tamale Metropolis for 2013/2014,2014/2015 and 2015/2016 academic years. 

Table 4.1: School enrolment in public JHS in the Tamale Metropolis 

201312014 2014/2015 2015/2016 
CIRCUIT SCHOOL JHS JHS JHS JHS JHS JHS JHS JHS JHS 

1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
Kumasi Datoyili T.I 
road Ahmadi yya JHS 54 59 47 54 59 47 47 51 50 
Salaga J eriguKamaria 
road Islamic JHS 10 16 0 16 15 16 20 16 27 
Yendi road Nanton Zuo 

Community JHS 24 19 20 25 20 19 26 29 40 
Kpanvo Souf-Watul 

Islamic JHS 48 43 30 52 48 35 35 37 41 
Kaladan Kakl)JgyiliTaskif 

Islamic JHS 40 39 23 37 45 34 45 49 43 
Aboabu Wataniya 

Islamic JHS 82 83 55 79 81 55 81 81 55 
Bamvim BamvimPresby 

JHS 84 72 69 94 83 56 75 84 67 
Sakasaka Police Barracks 

JHS 103 120 45 91 106 85 128 111 66 

Zogbeli Zogbeli JHS B 117 169 51 223 117 98 109 117 102 

Gumbihini St. Paul JHS 204 179 128 215 195 145 173 188 163 ., 

Hospital Kukuo A.M.E. 
road Zion JHS 235 170 81 212 270 96 251 195 76 

Nyohini Nyohini A 127 127 85 140 140 101 146 144 83 

TOTAL 1467 1467 948 1578 1494 931 1421 1353 1004 

Source: Tamale Metropolitan education office (March, 2017) 
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There were generally lower total enrolments in JRS 3 than JRS 1 and JRS2 across the 

metropolis for the three academic years (Fig. 4.1). 

Fig. 4.1: Total enrolment by class and year 
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Source: researcher's construct (March, 2017) 

4.3 Socio-demographic characteristics of respondents 

_, 

4.3.1 Demographic characteristics of hawkers' parents 

Out of 15 parents that were purposively selected and interviewed, 13 were females and 2 

males. Five parents had their highest education level being JRS which consisted of 2 

males and 3 females. The parents who have never been to school were 10 female parents. 
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Most of the parents (87%) were traders while 13% were butchers and farmers. Many of 

the parents (73%) belong to household size of at least six (6) and a few (27%) had 

household size less than six. Again from that same group, 15 parents/guardians of student 

street hawkers, eleven (11) of them were married and still living with their spouses. The 

11 married couples were made up of nine (9) mothers and two (2) fathers. Three out of 

the fifteen consisting of 3 mothers were divorced and one guardian (grandmother) was a 

widow. 

The study however revealed that many hawkers' parents (100%) who were interviewed 

were employed in the informal sector and many women (87%) than men (13%) were 

noted to be employed in this sector. The data gathered also showed that, parents' 

education levels and employment have some influence on their socio-economic status 

since many of them, thirteen (13) out of fifteen resorted to petty trading. This was 

obvious because many of the interviewed hawkers' parents (67%) have never been to 

school. 

The study therefore agrees with Baum et al. (2013) study which stated the existence of a 

strong connection between higher level of education and earnings for both males and 
., 

females and also higher level of education corresponding to lower levels of 

unemployment and poverty. Because the pupil hawkers' parents did not complete second 

cycle institution they lacked the knowledge and skills needed to be employed in the 

formal sector. 
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4.3.2 Characteristics of teacher respondents 

Interview guide was used by the researcher to collect data from five teachers which 

consisted of four males and one female. All the teachers have taught for at least two 

years. The interview made it possible for the researcher to have a fair knowledge on how 

student workers (hawkers) behaved in class. The researcher also had the opportunity to 

explore further to know the opinions of teachers on the effect of pupils hawking on their 

academic performance. 

4.3.3 Characteristics of pupil respondents 

A total sample size of 344 pupils was used for the study and an equal number of 

questionnaires were administered to them. This sample size consisted of 166 boys and 

178 girls. The number of girls was more than the boys because female enrolment at the 

basic level was noted to be higher. The same sample size was again made up of 172 

student hawkers and 172 non-hawkers too. The ages of students were from 10 years to 17 

years. More than half of the students, 206 (59.9%) were between 15 to 17 years, 125 

(36.3%) were 13 to 14 years old and 13 (3.8%) were also 10 to 12 years old (Table 4.2) . 

. ! 
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Table 4.2: frequency distribution table showing the ages of JHS pupils 

Age Frequency Percentage (%) 
(years) 

10-12 13 3.8 

13-14 125 36.3 

15-17 206 59.9 

Total 344 100 

Source; Field survey, March, 2017 

Even though at the age of 15 years, a child is supposed to complete the basic education 

but due to peculiar cases, some of these children start formal education late which may 

result to their ages being extended to 17 years (UNICEF, 2015). Because of this reason, it 

is common to see children who are above 15 years still attending school at basic level. 

Items such as non-alcoholic drinks, sachet water, meat, beans, canned products, 

vegetables (tomatoes, pepper, onions) etc were sold by pupil hawkers . 
. ! 

4.3.4 Period of hawking 

The 172 students who were hawkers were engaged in this economic activity for a period 

ranging from 1 month to 5 years. The periods of hawking were categorized into four 

groups which included; 1-11 months, 1-2 years, 3-4 years and 5 years and above (Table 

4.3). 
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Table .. L3 Period of hawking 

Period Less than 1 1-2 years 3-4 years 5 years and above 

year 

No. Of 20 (11.6%) 52 (30.2%) 53 (30.8%) 47 (27.3%) 

students 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

According to the result of the data collected, many of the student hawkers have traded on 

the streets for at least one year. This means that, many of these children were exposed to 

street hawking at a much tender age since some of them were engaged in it for at least 3 

years. In order words, some pupil hawkers even sold items on the streets when they were 

in primary school. These pupil hawkers were more likely to experience many hazards at 

the initial younger age they started selling. This was because they might have had little 

knowledge about road signs and ignorantly put their lives in danger. 

4.4 The causes of street hawking among children in the Tamale Metropolis ., 

Children as tender as they are, were pushed into the streets to sell for various reasons. 

Results indicated that 105 (61%) pupils were hawking due to low socio economic status 

of parents, marketing strategy 35 (20%), idleness of children after school 22 (13%) and 

trading as a form of training 10 (6%). Some student street hawkers sell on the streets to 

earn some money to enable their parents provide their educational needs. According to 
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these hawkers, such money was given to their parents especially their mothers out of 

which part of that money was used to pay their examination fees, Parents-Teachers 

Association (P.T.A) fees, buy school bags, books, school uniforms etc. 

A parent, mother who was a trader and her husband a farmer belonging to a household 

size of five (5) said; 

"it has not been easy to provide for both the educational and 

family needs. So I had no other option but to involve my daughter 

in the kind of work I am doing. This increased the amount of 

money we earn at the end of the day since I will get small from the 

market and my daughter will also bring some money home after 

street hawking" (Interview, 11th March, 2017). 

Children who were engaged in hawking depended on the money earned after each day's 

sales for pocket or 'chop' money (money to go to school). Those who were not able to 

sell the previous day had no money to go to school with. Another parent belonging to a 

household size of eight (8) said; 

.r 

"it is very difficult for my husband and I to support our family with 

the little income we get. Giving chop money to our jive children 

any time they are to attend school is extremely difficult due to the 

little money we make. So I thought it wise to engage my children in 

the trading business so that they can get some money to buy food, 

water etc when they are in school" (Interview, 11 th March, 2017). 
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It therefore fortifies Kaletapwa and Yumbak (2013) and Omokhodion (2015) findings 

which clearly stated that some children who are in school also work to assist their parents 

cater for their educational expenses. The current study also supported UNISCO (2004) 

and Fetuga et al. (2005) research works because it was explained thatyarents' education 

level is a good indicator of household income but parents who unfortunately do not get 

that are exposed to heavy burden of paying fees which result to them allowing their 

children to combine both schooling and work. 

Some student hawkers claimed that, because their parents were poor and could not 

provide their basic needs, they have to embark on such economic activity to support their 

parents. This act by the children supplemented the efforts of their parents and also 

reduced the pressure parents may go through in attempt to provide the family's basic 

needs such as food, shelter, clothes and health expenses. A parent belonging to a 

household of fourteen (14) members lamented that due to the large family size, it was 

very difficult to provide for the family. Another parent who was a mother of three 

children admitted that she allows her daughter to trade on the streets to help boost the 

family's income. According to her, the money she earns from trading and that of her 

husbands' are not enough to cater for the family's needs. So there was the need for her ., 

daughters to also work to earn some income to add up to what they have already. This 

confirms the research works that founded that, children whose parents have low socio- 

economic status allowed their children to take part-time jobs (Togunde and Richardson, 

2006; Devi and Roy, 2008 and Ampomah, 2012). 
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Due to the lack of financial support some mothers receive from their children's father as 

a result of divorce or old age have to work extra hard to take care of their family's needs. 

Mothers in such situation engage their children in the kind of informal sector job, trading 

they are in. A guardian, grandmother belonging to a household size of six (6) said; 

"ever since the parents of my grandchildren travelled to the 

southern part of Ghana to find a better job, it has not been easy for 

me especially nolV that my husband no long work as a result of old 

age. 1 have to engage my grandchildren in selling after school 

because we all cannot depend on the money 1 earn each day after 

selling " (Interview, 18th March, 2017). 

According to some parents, there are many traders selling the same items in the market 

which lead to so much competition among them. Due to that, they are able to sell small 

quantity of items at the end of the day. Some parents engage their children to get more 

income by selling more items. A mother of six (6) children explained that, the more her 

children carry some of her goods out to sell the better because of the kind of perishable 

goods she was into. The goods finish on time for her to order for more and that keep her 
_, 

business going. 

To some households, it was difficult to survive without their children street hawking. The 

elderly children in some homes were made to street trade to eam more money to 

supplement the family's income. This was so because- as both parent and children sell, 

they are able to sell many quantities of their items within a day. Part of that same money 

was also used to take care of their younger siblings. This actually validates the research 
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works of Clark and Yesufu (2012) and Shukurat (2012) which categorically stated that 

due to competition among parent traders, child street hawking is used by them as a 

marketing strategy. 

The study also agrees with the anomie theory (innovation) which was reviewed by the 

researcher because of low socio-economic status of parents, educational level of parents 

etc resulted to their inability to provide enough food, clothes, P.T.A fees, school bags, 

books, etc. Since parents in such situations could not attain the desired financial security 

goal set by the society, they were compelled to resort to illegitimate ways of getting it by 

engaging their wards in trading. Parents or guardians did not however engage their wards 

in trading as a result of comparing and desiring the things others possess. 

Some parents also saw trading as a form of training especially for the girl child. This 

prepares and equips her for the future. She can have something doing when education 

does not favour her as one of the parent explained. A mother whose highest level of 

education was JHS was quick to add that after JHS she was not able to continue so she 

went into business thus trading. 

Idleness of children after school was' one of the causes of student street hawking. This 

was made known during the interview section where some parents mentioned it to be one 

of the factors. They claimed that their children after school have nothing doing. Due to 

that, their wards roam unnecessarily and even sometimes end up fighting with their 

colleagues. Some parents out of fear of their wards being influenced negatively by bad 

friends prefer to engage them in hawking to keep them busy. 

67 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



The education levels of parents 

The data collected revealed that, the highest education level for many student hawkers' 

parents was, "never been to school". About 105 (61.0%) and 66 (38.4%) hawkers' 

mothers and fathers respectively were under this category, "never been to school 

(Fig.4.2). Non-hawkers' parents on the other hand had many of their mothers, 55 

representing 32.0% with their highest education level being Senior high school (SHS) 

and fathers, 69 representing 40.1 % being tertiary. Tertiary education level however 

recorded the lowest number of hawkers' parents, thus 7 (4.1 %) for mothers and fathers, 

19 (11.0%) while tertiary and primary education levels also recorded the lowest number 

for non-hawkers' mothers, 20 (11.6%) and fathers, 14 (8.1 %) respectively. 

Fig. 4.2 Distribution of the highest education levels of parents 

• Pupil street hawkers' parents • Pupil non hawkers' parents 

~ I/) I/) I/) I/) I/) I/) I/) I/) I/) •... •... •... •... •... •... •... •... •... 
Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) Q) s: s: s: s: s: ..c s: ..c s: s: .•... .•... .•... .•... .•... .•... .•... .•... .•.. .•.. a ~ a ~ a ~ a ro a ro 
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Never been to Primary JHS Senior high Tertiary 
school school 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 
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A total number of students, 344 gave information on the highest education level of 

parents. The parents of these children included both fathers and mothers giving a total 

number of 688 parents. More than half of respondents' (pupils) parents, 462 (67.15%) 

attained basic school (primary to IRS) and 226 (32.85%) have never been to school as 

their highest education level. Out of the 67.15% of the parents with basic education, 

41.86% of them were the parents of student hawkers and the remaining 25.29% were also 

student non-hawkers' parents. Parents with such low education levels are more likely to 

work in the informal sector. The informal sector jobs were associated with irregular 

income because the amount of money obtained each day greatly depended on how 

frequent people needed the items that were sold. It was not surprising that many of the 

children who have combined both schooling and hawking had their parents not attaining 

higher levels education beyond basic school. This is agrees with Grootaert and Kanbur 

(1995) and Alimi and Micah (2010) reports which explained that low education level of 

parents determine the type of job available and the amount of income to be received by 

them. 

It was noticed that many student hawkers were led into hawking by their mothers. From 

the data gathered, 115 (67%) childrett were initiated into trading on the streets by their 

mothers, 38 (22%) were influenced into selling by their fathers, other relatives was 15 

(9%) and 4 children representing 2% were also introduced into hawking by their friends 

(Fig.4.3). 
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Fig. 4.3 Distribution of persons that led children into hawking 

Friends 
2% 

relatives 
9% 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

Children that were influenced into hawking by friends used it as an opportunity to always 

spend some time with their friends after school, during weekends and holidays. The 

people that introduced children into hawking were traders hence self-employed. It 

justifies the argument employers or self-employed parents make productive use of their 

children by involving them in the kind ~f work they do (Parikh and Sadoulet, 2005). 

This in a way is related to the education level of parents especially mothers. As many of 

the mothers have never been to school or got to the JRS level were more likely to work in 

the informal sector. These women were also likely to involve their children in their field 

of work since no special skills are needed to undertake such economic activities. Since 
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many parent hawkers also saw child hawking as a strategy to be able to sell a lot of their 

goods. This may be much easier for mothers who are traders to do since children spend 

much of their time with them. 

The field survey agrees with Parikh and Sadoulet (2005), Ashimolowo et al. (2010) and 

Owoaje (2011) as their findings admitted that, majority of children workers were 

introduced to work by their parents and many of these children worked for their mothers. 

The study again confirms the fact that higher levels of parents' education reduce the 

chances of a child living in a low-income or poor family and such parents see the need to 

invest in their wards education as compare to those with no education. Children from 

homes where parents have attain higher level of education also enjoy some privileges like 

attending extra classes and getting supplementary books to enhance their performance 

(Addy et (II., 2013; Nyarko, 2013; Adane, 2013). The findings agree with the report of 

Boadu (2013) that the kind of job parents were engaged in had influence on their wards, 

since parents who were traders greatly involved their children in trading. 

The study observed that 48.3% of non-hawking students belonged to household as large 

with at least 8 while72.7% of student hawkers are from the same number of household 
.r 

size and are into hawking. Even though some hawkers on the other hand who were from 

small household size of 3 (1.2%) were hawking. However, the mean household size for 

student hawkers was 13 but that of non-hawkers was 9. Student street hawkers' 

household size recorded a mode of 7 whilst non-hawkers had 5 as the mode. It was 

realized that some children belonging to small family size of at least two (2) and those 

from large household size of at least nine (9) were both hawking. Even though 13.4% of 
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pupil hawkers were from household size of at most five (5) but 86.6% of them were from 

household size of at most six (6). Despite the fact that, children from both small and big 

family sizes were trading on the streets, great numbers of them were noted to belong to 

larger families. 

The study therefore noted that child street hawking depended on the family size of 

children since fewer children from smaller household size were engaged in hawking. 

Children from larger homes depended on scare resources available which were not able 

to meet all the family members' needs. Also in cases whereby large families consisted of 

many children, these children were allowed to work to increase the resources to take care 

of everyone. But a household with fewer members will not have to compete for resources 

available. Children from such homes needs are easily provided for them without them 

have to work for those needs. The result agrees with the findings of Parikh and Sadoulet 

(2005), Ashimolowo et al. (2010) and Clark and Yesufu (2012) which observed 

household size as a factor of child hawking and children from such homes were forced 

into hawking. 

., 
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4.5 The effect of street hawking on pupils' school attendance in public basic schools 

in the Tamale Metropolis 

Findings of street hawking done by children in school showed that, many of them school 

attendances were not affected (Table 4.4). 

Table 4.4: Cross tabulation indicating whether student hawkers have ever skip 

school to sell and whether respondents ever escaped from school to sell 

Have respondent ever escaped from 
school to sell 

Not 
Yes No certain rrotal 

Have respondent Yes 14 22 2 38 
ever skip school 
o sell No 5 126 1 132 

Not certain a 2 a 2 
_, 

rrotal 19 150 3 172 

Source: Field survey (March 2007) 

From the data collected, it was discovered that only a few number of student hawkers, 38 

(22.1 %) admitted of ever skipping school because of 'the economic activity (hawking) 

they are engaged in. Many of the student hawkers on the other hand 132 (76.7%) said 
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they have never skipped school due to hawking and 2 (1.2%) of them were not certain 

whether they have ever skipped school or not (Table 4.4). 

It was realised that even though more than half of student hawkers 150 representing 

87.21 % have never escape from school to sell, 19 (11.05%) of them have ever escape 

from school to trade. With very high desire to make enough sales for the day, some of 

them go home earlier than their usual closing time. About 3 (1.74%) of hawkers were not 

sure whether they have ever escape from school to sell or not. Many of the hawkers made 

mention of them not escaping and or skipping school to sell. Therefore most student 

hawkers attended school regularly and equally stayed on campus till closing. Most were 

also able to attend all lessons taught by their teachers and also took part in other school 

activities carried out in the school without them leaving school earlier than the closing 

time. 

More than half 98 (57%) of the student hawkers sell 6 to 7 days in a week, 32 (18%) of 

them sell only weekends and 27 (16%) and 15 (9%) trade 4 to 5 days and 1 to 3 days 

within a week respectively (Fig. 4.4). 
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Fig. 4.4 A chart showing how often hawkers sell in a week 

6 to 7 days in a 
week 
57% 

in a week 
9% 

4 to 5 days in a 
week 
16% 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

Majority of pupil street hawkers were actively engaged in economic activities for many 

days within a week. These children due to reasons such as education level of parents, low 

socio-economic status of parents, occupation of parents and many others were compelled 

to combine studies and hawking throughout those days . 
. r 

Children hawkers hardly skip school in order to trade on the streets because majority of 

them that combined schooling and hawking, 149 (86.6%) sell in the afternoons after 

school hours. About 16 (9.3%) ofthe hawkers trade in the evenings, 6 (3.5%) of hawkers 

sell in the mornings and 1 (0.6%) also trade in the nights (Table 4.5). This meant that 

pupil hawkers attended school without any interruption from the economic activity they 
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are into and majority of these children were able to sell on the agreed time without 

absenting themselves from school. 

Table 4.5: Frequency table showing when pupil street hawkers trade 

Time Number of hawkers Percentage (%) 

Afternoons 149 86.6 

Evenings 16 9.3 

Night 1 0.6 

Mornings 6 3.5 

Total 172 100 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

This was also an indication that majority of student hawkers were not always engaged in 

trading in the nights. They have the nights to either learn or rest for the next day. 

Out of a total sample size of 172 student hawkers who were asked to indicate whether 

their involvement in hawking affected their school attendance, 92 (53.5%) of them 

claimed tl at it did not affect their school attendance. About 63 (36.6%) admitted, 

hawking affected their school attendance and 17 (9.9%) also were of the view that they 

did not know whether hawking really affected their attendance or not. A further 

confirmation was made as the data showed that more than half, 144 (83.7%) of hawkers 

attended school five days in a week. 
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The study revealed that a large number of student hawkers (144) addend school 5 days in 

week, 11 (6.4%) of them attended school four days in a week. School attended 3 days in a 

week was done by 9 (5.2%) of the sellers and 4 (2.3%) hawkers each attended school two 

days and once in a week (Fig.4.5) suggesting that hawking did not affect their school 

attendance because more than half of pupil hawkers attend school throughout the 

weekdays. 

Fig. 4.5 The number of days within a week pupil hawkers attend school 

five days 
four days 

three days 
two days 

one day 

• NUMBER OF DAYS WITH IN A WEEK SCHOOL IS AITENDED BY HAWKERS 

144 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

The finding agrees with the earlier findings that showed street hawking did not prevent 

children from attending school and it contradicts Robson (2004) study which stated that 

child labourers suffer from low school attendance. Even though many pupil hawkers in 

the study sell 6 to 7 days in a week, they mostly do so in the afternoons after school 
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hours. Majority of the student hawkers, 98 of them get to the school compound before 

morning assembly but comparatively, about 42 more of the student non-hawkers always 

get to the school compound before morning assembly for 5 days in a week (Fig.4.6). 

It was again observed that, the number of students who got to school before assembly in 

less than five days in a week, as the number of days (times) decreased, the number of 

student hawkers that got to their school compounds before morning assembly increased 

but that of the non-hawkers decreased. Thus for 4 times in a week, the frequency of 

hawkers that got to the school compounds before assembly was 24 while that of the non 

hawkers was 12. Again the number of student hawkers that arrived at the school 

compound before assembly 3 times in a week was 27 while that of the non-hawkers was 

11 (FigA.6). 

_, 
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Fig. 4.6 A chart showing how frequent students get to school compound before 

assembly 
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• Hawkers 
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Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

The findings on pupils school attendance contradicts the research results of (Apantaku et 

al., 2001; Shukurat,2012) which explained that children street hawkers that were students 

often attended school late, returned home early to sell on the streets and therefore 

disadvantaged. 

., 

Pupil hawkers were also allowed to state whether their engagement in hawking affected 

their school attendance. Out of 172 pupil hawkers, a little above half, 92 (53%) of them 

indicated hawking did not affect their school attendance. About 63 (37%) admitted that 

their attendance was badly affected while 17 (9.9%). of them could not tell whether 

hawking really affected their school attendance or not (Fig.4.7). 
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Fig. 4.7 Distribution on whether hawking affected school attendance 
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Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

The fmdings is in line with Heady (2003) where the researcher made it known that child 

work had little effect on pupils school attendance since fewer pupil hawkers (63 out of 

172) indicated that street hawking affect their school attendance negatively. 

The type of statistical test that was used by the researcher to know whether there was a 

significant difference between student hawkers and non-hawkers' school attendance was t 
.1 

test at 95% confidence interval. When the significant value (sig.) is less than the alpha 

value (a = 0.05), the probability value (P) for "equal variance not assumed" is used but 

when sig. is greater than a, the probability value (P) for "equal variances assumed" is 

used. The sig. value, 0.036 was less than 0.05 meant hence, the probability value (P) for 
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"equal variances not assumed" was used to determine whether the null hypothesis (Ho) 

should be rejected or not (Table 4.6a and appendix 4 and Appendix 5). 

Table 4.6a: Independent samples test school attendance 

Levene's Test 
for Equality 
of Variances t-test for Equality of Means 

95% Confidence 
Sig. Std. Interval of the 
(2- Mean Error Difference 

tailed Differen Differen 
F Sig. T df ) ce ce Lower Upper 

averages Equal 4.417 .036 1.563 342 .119 .640 .409 -.165 1.445 
of school variances 
attendance assumed 

Equal 1.563 292.493 .119 .640 .409 -.166 1.445 
variances not 
assumed 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

The H, indicated that, street hawking by pupils in basic schools does not prevent them 

from attending school. The decision rule was to rejected H, if the probability value (P) < 

0.05 and fail to reject when the P > 0.05. 

Since the P value obtained from the independent sample t test was (0.119) which was 

greater than 0.05, the researcher fail to reject Ho. This meant that, there was no significant 
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difference in school attendance between pupil who were street hawkers and those who 

were not. 

From the independent sample t test, the mean of school attendance for non-hawkers was 

60.34 and that of student hawkers was 59.70 (Table 4.6b; Appendix 4; Appendix 5). The 

non-hawkers' school attendance mean was higher than the hawkers' school attendance 

mean by 0.640 

Table 4.6b: Statistical analysis of pupils' school attendance from class register 

Group Statistics 

non-hawkers and Std. 
hawkers N Mean Deviation Std. Error Mean 

averages of non-hawkers 172 60.34 4.509 .344 
school 
attendance Hawkers 172 59.70 2.912 .222 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

The analysis of the quantitative data gathered indicated that for many pupil hawkers 

school attendance was not affected by the economic activity they were into since many of 

them sell or trade after school hours; weekends and public holidays. Student hawkers' 

parents made sure that their wards attended school every morning. So the idea of 

skipping school for the purpose of selling on the streets was discouraged by many parents 

or guardians. Therefore both pupil hawkers and pupil non-hawkers had the privilege of 

going to school regularly throughout the week. Pupil hawkers had the same privilege as 

their counterparts to actively take part in all school activities once they were also in 

school. 
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4.6 The effect of street hawking on pupils academic performance in the basic schools 

in the Tamale Metropolis 

Children, who were hawkers and students at the same time, had their studies and 

academic performance affected negatively by hawking. These students after trading were 

not able to leam effectively. The study noted that 92 of pupil hawkers studied for 1 hour, 

43 of them studied for 2 hours, 19 studied for 3 hours, 5 of the hawkers studied for 4 

hours or more and lastly, 13 hawkers did not study at all after school (Table 4.7). 

Table 4.7: Cross tabulation on data collected on student hawkers in relation to: 

when they study on their own and number of hours respondents study 

number of hours respondent study 

3 4 hours or 
1 hour 2 hours hours more not at all Total 

when do you Momings 11 1 1 0 0 13 
study on 
your own Aftemoons 3 4 2 0 0 9 

Evenings 75 _, 38 16 4 4 137 

not at all 3 0 0 1 9 13 

Total 92 43 19 5 13 172 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 
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The study observed that 49 of pupil non-hawkers studied for 1 hour and 48 of them 

studied for 2 hours. For 3 hours, 45 non-hawkers and 28 of the non-hawkers studied for 

4 hours or more, while 2 student non-hawkers did not study at all after school (Table 

4.8). 

Table 4.8: Cross tabulation on data collected on student non-hawkers in 

relation to: when they study on their own and number of hours respondents 

study 

number of hours respondent 
study 

1 2 3 4 hours 
hour hours hours or more not at all rrotal 

when do you Mornings 3 0 0 0 0 3 
study on your 
own Afternoon 3 0 1 0 0 4 

Evenings 43 48 44 28 0 163 

not at all 0 0 0 0 2 2 

rrotal 49 48 45 28 2 172 
., 

Source: Field survey, March, 2017 

About 170 student non-hawkers are able to learn on their own from 1 hour to 4 hours or 

more but 159 student hawkers are also able to study for the same duration. This means 

that, many of the student non-hawkers are able to read their notes and also revise on their 

own the things they were taught in class. The more students are able to study their notes 
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regularly, the more they understand and easily recollect topics that were taught in class 

and the more likely they will score higher marks. 

Apart from a few of the pupils consisting of thirteen (13) pupil hawkers and two (2) non 

hawkers giving a total of fifteen (15) from both groups who indicated that, they are not 

able to study at all (fig. 4.8). Majority of students belonging to the two groups (hawkers 

and non-hawkers) studied on their own in the evenings, 79.65% (137) of hawkers learn in 

the evenings whiles 94.77% (163) of non-hawkers learn in the evenings too. 

Comparatively, 43 less of pupil non-hawkers learnt for 1 hour, 5 more of pupils who 

were not hawkers studied for 2 hours and 26 more of non-hawkers learnt for 3 hours (Fig. 

4.8). Also 23 more of the pupils who were not engaged in hawking studied for 4 or more 

hours and 11 less of them did not study at all. 

_, 
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Fig. 4.8 Distribution of the number of hours pupils study 

_ Pupil hawkers _ Pupil non hawkers 

92 

2 hours 4 hours or more Not at all 3 hours 1 hour 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

Due to the laborious nature of hawking, pupils engaged in it, often end up being tired 

after the day's work therefore leading to many of them learning for one hour. It was 

observed that as the number of hours increases, the number of non-hawkers decreased 

slightly but that of hawkers decreased sharply except the number of students who did not 

study at all. ., 

Hawkers, who after trading on the streets and still make effort to study mostly end up 

sleeping off. Such children do not get enough time to learn on their own especially in the 

evenings because they spent much of their time, after school hours selling. Student 

hawkers experience little or no concentration as they read their books and they often end 
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up not comprehending most of the topics or subjects they have read while others due to 

fatigue and body pains did not study at all. 

Some teachers claimed that, many pupil non-hawkers were able to participate effectively 

in class by asking and answering questions than pupil hawkers. One of the teachers 

explained further by saying; 

"non-working pupils attend extra classes and also get enough time 

to study on their own and that help them prepare adequately for 

the next day. Child work especially hawking takes away much time 

that the student would have devoted to his/her academic work" 

(Interview, 18th March, 2017). 

The current study results agree with Nyarko (2013) report, part time job interrupted 

children's education such that they became tired after working and are not able to 

participate actively in school activities or study at home. 

Some teacl ers reported that some student hawkers were not able to concentrate in class. 

While some of these students were seen dozing as lessons were on-going, others _, 

attention was on the money they got from hawking. Some student workers also saw 

hawking to be one of the fastest ways of earning money for themselves. The teachers 

added that, some of them actually saw schooling to be waste of time because the more 

they stayed on the streets to sell, the more money theygot to buy items such as phones, 

clothes etc for themselves. 
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According to some of the hawkers' responses specifically those that sell after school 

indicated that, they usually have divided attention in class. They were not able to 

concentrate on topics being taught in class by their teachers. They rather thought of 

which streets, markets or areas to roam to in order to get more customers who will buy 

their items. This was due to the fact that they wanted to earn more money at the end of 

the day's sale so they could get enough pocket money for school the next day. This 

finding contradicts the study of Ebigbo (1993) which reported that student hawkers that 

sold in the mornings lack concentration in class due to fatigue as this study revealed that 

those who also sold in the afternoons after school hours equally lack concentration in 

class. 

Academic performances of children who have combined both hawking and schooling are 

badly affected by this kind of economic activity engaged by them. These children 

unfortunately often score low marks in examination which could be due to they not 

having adequate time to study more especially when they continue to sell on the streets 

during examination period. Some of these hawkers believed that, they would have 

performed better if they have had enough time to learn on their own especially during 

examination period. ., 

From the data gathered from the field, about 101 (59%) of street hawkers indicated 

hawking engaged by them affected their studies and performance, 57 (33.1 %) of them 

disagreed and 14 (8%) out of 172 of the hawkers did not know whether it affected their 

academic performance or not (FigA.8). 
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Fig. 4.9 Responses on whether hawking affected student hawkers performance 

.... ' 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

Majority of the hawkers however admitted, hawking affected their studies and academic 

performance due to the nature of the work they were engaged in, since this kind of 

economic activity requires the worker to move from one place to another which always 

resulted to he or she becoming fatigue . 
. , 

Some student hawkers also claimed that after school, their counterparts rest for a while 

and then attend extra classes to boost their studies. They hardly rest but rather spend 

greater part of their time selling. The female hawkers become more tired than the male 
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hawkers since some of them immediately after hawking in the afternoons, have to assist 

their mothers prepare supper in the kitchen. 

The study revealed that 91 (52.91 %) of the hawkers were able to do their homework in 

the house. Out of 77(44.77%) of pupil hawkers who admitted not being able to do their 

homework, 64 (37.21 %) of them attributed it to their engagement in hawking while 13 

(7.56%) were of the view that it was due to other reasons. The pupil hawkers who were 

able to do their homework irrespective of their engagement in street hawking chose not 

applicable (N/ A) since the researcher was interested in knowing the reason why pupil 

hawkers are not able to do their homework (Table 4.9). 

Table 4.9: Student hawkers in relation to: whether they are able to do their 

homework in their houses and if no, what could be the reason 

if no, what is the reason 

due to street due to other 
hawking easons ~/A [rotal 

Are you able to yes 1 .r 1 91 93 
do your school 
assignment or No 64 13 0 77 
homework in the 

not certain 0 0 '2 2 house 

iI'otal 65 14 93 172 
. 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 
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Even though a good number of student hawkers were able to do their homework, almost 

half of them were not able to do theirs. Normally homework given to students serves as a 

form of revision. It motivates them to go over the topic that was taught in class. In 

situations where students do not their homework always, they are more likely to perform 

poor in the main examination. The homework given to pupils also helps the teacher to 

assess how well they understood the topic that was taught on that day and students not 

doing their homework may send the wrong feedback to the instructors. 

It was observed that 155 (90.11%) non-hawkers did their assignment or homework in 

'their houses so the question that was asked to the reason why they are not able to do 

their homework was not applicable (N/ A) to them hence they selected N/ A (Table 4.10). 

Table 4.10: Cross tabulation on data collected on student non-hawkers in relation 

to: whether they are able to do their homework in their houses * if no, what is the 

reason 

if no, what is the reason 

due to other 
reasons N/A rrotal 

Are you able to do your school assignment yes 0 155 155 
or homework in the house 

no 17 0 17 

Total 17 155 172 

Source: Field survey (March,·2017) 
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Many of the non-hawkers did their homework because after school, they had enough time 

to rest, later leamed and also worked on their assignment. Street hawking activity carried 

out by many pupils prevented them from doing their assignments. 

The t test was again used by the researcher to know whether there was a significant 

difference between student hawkers and non-hawkers' academic performance at 95% 

confidence interval (Table 4.l1a; Appendix 6, Appendix 7). 

Table 4.11a: Statistical analysis result on pupils' academic performance (T test) 

Group Statistics 

non-hawkers and Std. 
hawkers N Mean Deviation Std. Error Mean 

average academic non-hawkers 172 54.02 11.293 .861 
performance 

Hawkers 172 45.32 9.632 .734 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

When the significant value (sig.) is less than the alpha value (a = 0.05) the probability 

value (P) for "equal variance not assumed" is use to determine whether the H, should be 

rejected or not but when sig. is greater than a, the probability value (P) for "equal 
., 

variances assumed" is also used (Table 4.1 Ob; Appendix 6,Appendix 7). The sig. value, 

0.044 which was less than 0.05 meant that, the probability value (P) for "equal variances 

not assumed" should be used. The null hypothesis which stated that, street hawking by 

pupils in basic schools does not lead to poor academic performance was to be rejected if 

the probability value (P) < 0.05 and fail to reject when the P value> 0.05. 
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Table 4.11b: Independent samples test pupils' academic performance 

Levene's 
Test for 

Equality of 
Variances t-test for Equality of Means 

95% Confidence 
Std. Interval of the 

Sig. Mean Error Difference 
(2- Differ Differen 

F Sig. t Df tailed) ence ce Lower Upper 

average Equal ~.071 .044 7.685 342 .000 8.698 1.132 6.472 10.924 
academic vanances 
performance assumed 

Equal 7.685 333.689 .000 8.698 1.132 6.471 10.924 
vanances 
not 
assumed 

Source: Field survey (March, 2017) 

Since the P value obtained from the independent sample t test < 0.001 which was less 

than 0.05, the H, was rejected, Indicating that, there was a significant difference in 

academic performance between student hawkers and non-hawkers and therefore non- 

hawker pupils performed better academically than student street hawkers. From the 

independent sample t test, the mean of academic performance for non-hawkers was 54.02 

and that of student hawkers was 45.32. The non-hawkers mean was higher than the 

hawkers mean on academic performance by 8.7. 

The analysis of the quantitative data on pupils' academic performance showed that their 

academic performance was greatly affected by the economic activity, hawking. Most 
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parents who engage their wards in the trading business immediately after school hours 

make these children extremely tired such that some are not able to learn for longer hours. 

Also some of them lack concentration in class when lessons are on-going, making it 

difficult for them to recall all that they have been taught at school. Majority of them end 

up not understanding the things that were taught in class hence learning the very topics 

they did not understand became very difficult for them. These student hawkers also lack 

the right text books and handouts needed to make learning much easier. 

Again, student hawkers unfortunately are always busy selling on the streets after school 

and do not get the opportunity to attend extra classes to enhance their studies. Due to lack 

of supervision by parents to ensure their wards learn also lead to them not putting in 

much effort to get better grades. This is attributed to parent's low level or no education 

which makes it impossible for them to read and understand the things that their wards 

~ere taught at school. Also because they have not benefited in any way from the school 

they attended when they were of their children's age, it may never occur to them to 

remind their children to learn. Such parents may see the buying of text books and other 

materials needed for studies to be waste of money. Their focus will rather be on the 

business they own where parents of student hawkers will prefer to invest much of their _, 

money in for it to grow. 

Student non-hawkers' parents on the other hand who are well educated and are better off 

in terms of socio-economic status will engage their children in activities that enhance 

their perfon ance. They will prefer to invest more in their children's education by letting 

them attend extra classes, buy them the necessary books and also assist them with their 
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homework as well. They also see education as one of the means through which human 

beings can be equip with the right skills and knowledge to work as a source of livelihood 

and also reduce poverty. While student hawkers will sell on the streets during holidays, 

their counterparts will not work but rather attend remedial class, revise old topics and 

learn new notes as well. 

_, 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Introduction 

This last chapter provides the overview summary of the findings of the research, 

conclusion and recommendation. Summary of the findings includes all findings that 

were observed in the previous chapter concerning causes of street hawking among 

children, effects of student street hawking on pupils' school attendance and academic 

performance in relation to the research objectives. It also includes conclusion and 

appropriate recommendation to address the issues that were raised. 

5.2 Summary of the study 

A study conducted on street hawking and its effects on pupils' education in public basic 

schools in the Tamale metropolis purpose was to investigate the causes of child street 

hawking an its influence on pupils' school attendance and academic performance. The 

study was significant since it was reported that, hawkers' population was dominated by 

under aged children and hawking was'also the second highest economic activity engaged 

by children in Northern region. Though certain measures were put in place by the 

government to eliminate the practice but many children are often seen selling on the 

streets. The study was guided by research objectives which included to; examine the 

causes of street hawking among children in the Tamale metropolis, analyze the effect of 

street hawking on pupils' school attendance in public basic schools in the Tamale 

metropolis and examine the effect of street hawking on pupils academic performance in 
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the basic schools in the metropolis. Two hypotheses were tested to find out whether was a 

significant difference in school attendance and academic performance of both student 

hawkers and non-hawkers. This was done by using 2015/2016 academic year's records of 

forms two and three pupils in public basic schools. 

The anomie theory also known as the strain theory was used to anchor the study. 

Considering one of the adaptations, innovation identified by Merton (1938) was best used 

to explain the research. Because the society in which one finds himself put pressure on 

the individual to achieve societal goals through legitimate means. Some peoples feel 

constraint and are not able to achieve the goals including financial security leading to 

them resorting to illegitimate means. Some parents or guardians in such circumstances 

compel their children to work to help them attain financial security which they must 

achieve according to the society so as to be able to provide the family basic needs. 

Cross section research design was adopted for the study where both quantitative and 

qualitative data were triangulated. The study targeted JHS forms two and three pupils, 

parents of stud nt hawkers and teachers. A total sample size of 364 respondents which 

consisted of 344 pupils, 15 parents of student hawkers and 5 teachers was used by the 
.r 

researcher. Students were selected using stratified sampling method and both parents of 

hawkers and teachers were also chosen using purposive sampling method. The parents 

were selected base on the criteria that, their children were engaged in hawking for at least 

two years and criteria for teachers was to have taught in their schools for a minimum of 

two years. Questionnaire and interview guide were the instruments used to gather data 

from the respondents. The researcher also made use of both primary and secondary 
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source of data. Quantitative data was analyzed using t test, cross tabulation and frequency 

distribution table with the help of computer software, Statistical Package for Social 

Science (SSPS). This same data was also presented on bar and pie charts. Qualitative data 

on the other hand was analyzed using constant comparative analysis. 

Student respondents' ages were from ten (10) years to seventeen (17) years. The 

hawkers' parents that were interviewed highest level of education was IRS and many 

mothers than fathers were engaged in petty trading. 

5.2.1 Causes of street hawking among children 

From the study conducted, a number of factors were identified to be the causes of street 

hawking among children in Tamale metropolis. Due to low socio economic status of 

parents, it was difficult for them to provide both educational needs of their children and 

that of the family's needs as well. Because of the pressure parents go through in attempt 

to make available the basic needs of the family, children from such homes were 

compelled to street hawk to be able to earn some income to assist their parents take care 

of their educational and family expenses. It was discovered that student hawkers 

depended on that money for 'chop or-pocket' money, buy school books, bags, uniforms 

etc. Children were therefore allowed to trade on the streets to boost the fmance of their 

families. Education level of parents was seen as one of the factors that push children to 

combine both schooling and work (hawking). Majority of parents or guardians who had 

basic school as their highest education level or those who have never been to school were 

likely to work in the informal sector. This had an impact on the kind of job available for 

them and their take home income. 
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Those that were self-employed in the informal sector engaged their wards in the kind of 

work they were doing. It was again realized that, parents with low education level and 

who are self-employed did not invest much in their wards education because of their low 

socio economic status but rather engage them in work mostly after school hours. Due to 

that, these children do not have the opportunity to attend extra classes after school to 

facilitate their learning but rather use those hours to trade on the streets. 

Majority of the parents especially the mothers who were traders saw child street hawking 

as a marketing strategy. Due to high competition among traders as a result of many of 

them selling the same items lead to them involving their children. This strategy increased 

the quantity of items sold each day and also increase the amount of money earned as 

well. It was found that, some parents allowed their children to trade on the streets because 

they saw it as a form of training for them especially for the girl child. This was to make 

their children hard working and also serve as an alternative means of livelihood in case 

they are not able to proceed to the next level of education. 

Children idle about after school and they often end up fighting with their mates or learn 

bad behaviours from friends. For fear of some parents having their wards being 
_, 

influenced by bad friends, they prefer to engage them in selling to keep them busy. Child 

idleness was mentioned by some parents as one of the factors that lead to child hawking. 

Large household size was identified as one of the causes of student street hawking 

because many children from large household size families were also involved in hawking 

and attending school at the same time. Children hawkers were influenced by people to 

engage in that economic activity. The study revealed that more than half of them were 
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introduced into hawking by their mothers. A few of student hawkers were influenced into 

hawking by their fathers, other relatives and friends. Items such as canned products, 

vegetables (cabbage, tomatoes, pepper, onions etc), non alcoholic drinks and many others 

were sold by these pupil hawkers. 

5.2.2 Effects of student hawking on pupils' school attendance 

Many of the student hawkers sell their goods after school hours in the afternoons. These 

pupils admitted that their engagement in the economic activity such as hawking does not 

affect their school attendance. Even though a small number of them said they have ever 

escape or skip school to sell. 

A great number of student hawkers out of 172 of them sell seven days in a week. Street 

hawking clone by children in school does not prevent many of them from going to school 

because a good number of hawkers attend school throughout the five working days. They 

also get to their school compound before morning assembly. But comparatively, many 

more of the non-hawkers attend school five times or days in a week and also arrive at 

their school compound before morning assembly than the hawkers . 

. , 

The statistical t test that was used to test the hypothesis indicated there was no significant 

difference in school attendance between student hawkers and non-hawkers. The research 

fail to rej ect the null hypothesis since the probability value (0.119) was greater than the 

alpha value (0.05) at 95% Confidence Interval level. 
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5.2.3 Effects of student hawking on pupils' academic performance 

From the data gathered, it was realized that both student hawkers and non-hawkers 

studied in the mornings, afternoons or evenings but a good number of them learn on their 

own in the evenings. A few pupils were also identified not to study at all. Majority of the 

pupil hawkers were able to learn for 1 hour as compare to the non-hawkers. 

As the number of hours increase, the numbers of non-hawkers who were able to learn for 

those number of hours decreased slightly while that of the student hawkers decreased 

sharply. This observation was however related to the kind of economic activity they were 

engaged in. Hawking which involves hawkers moving from one place, street or market to 

another place makes them tired when they return to their houses in the evenings. 

Tiredness experienced by hawkers makes it difficult for them to study for many hours. 

Many student hawkers also admitted that hawking indeed affected their studies and 

performance. According to them due to the laborious nature of the economic activity, 

hawking, they hardly get time to study. Most often, when they are learning, they always 

feel tired w ich affected their level of understanding and concentration while their 

counter parts, non-hawkers get the opportunity to rest and attend extra classes after 

school. Their counter parts therefore have an upper hand than them. Since non-hawkers 

are able to learn and prepare adequately for the next day class activities, they are able to 

participate effectively in class than hawkers by asking and answering questions in class. 

Pupils involved in hawking were not able to concentrate and understand topics taught in 

class. Some student hawkers according to the teachers are seen dozing as lessons are in 
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progress. They again added that, some student hawkers saw schooling to be waste of time 

and their focus was often on the money they got out of working by hawking. Some 

student hawkers were also of the view that, as lessons were on-going, they thought of 

which place to roam to and sell in order to get many customers buying their items. 

Student workers saw hawking to be one of the fastest ways of earning money for 

themselves because they more they stay on the streets to sell, the more money they get to 

buy some items such as phones, clothes etc for themselves. 

Comparatively, more of the non-hawkers did their homework in their houses than 

hawkers. Out of 77 hawkers who claimed they were not able to do their homework in 

their houses, 64 of them associated it to street hawking while the remaining of the 

hawkers' inability to do their homework was due to other reasons. Poor marks were 

obtained in examination by student hawkers because they sold on the streets even during 

examination period. 

Hypothesis on academic performance that was tested further confirmed street hawking to 

have negative effect on children who were engaged in it and attended school at the same 

time. The null hypothesis which stated that there was no significant difference in 
., 

academic performance between student hawkers and non-hawkers was to be rejected at a 

95% confident interval level if the P value < 0.05 and fail to reject if P value> 0.05. 

Since the P value was less than 0.05, the null hypothesis was rejected. This indicated that, 

there was a significant difference in academic performance between student hawkers and 

non-hawkers. In order words, non-hawkers performed better academically than their 

counterparts who were engaged in hawking. 
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5.3 Conclusion 

Pupil street hawking is a serious issue that should be addressed immediately because 

many of the children engaged in it are likely to have their education interrupted. Poor 

academic performance will definitely reflect in their final Basic Education Council 

Examination (BECE) with which they will not be able to proceed to higher levels of 

education, with many of them having their highest education level being JHS if their 

education should end at that level. The student hawkers with low or poor education 

backgrounds are likely not to have enough employable skills to work in the formal sector. 

They will therefore experience low socio economic status at adulthood and their wards 

may also be pushed into hawking. The country will thus be affected negatively since 

children are the future leaders of every nation. It is for this that some recommendations 

have been made to help address this social canker parents and education policy makers 

may not be aware of. 

5.4 Recommendations 

>- The Ghana Education Service (GES) together with the teachers and head teachers should 

organize more PTA meetings to educate parents (especially those who have engaged their 

wards in any kind of work) on the importance of education and the need for them to 

invest more on their children's education. State owned organizations such as Department 

of Children, Social Welfare etc and NGOs should engage media like television, radio 

stations etc to carry out intensive education on what-students are likely lose as they 

combine schooling and working (hawking). Parents or guardians should be encourage to 

focus on the future rather than their current situation that make them involve their kids in 
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work and the current benefit they derive from working children. Children should be 

educated and also discourage from indulging in hawking. 

);> The free education policy which has been implemented by the government of Ghana 

should be expanded to cater for other educational expenses such as examination fees, 

extra classes, provision of both exercise and text books of pupils. The Ghana school 

feeding program should also be extended to all schools in the country. This will take 

away the stress parents go through in order to provide their children with money to pay 

for extra class fees, examination fees, pocket money to buy food on campus and many 

others. Children from poor homes will longer have to work to earn some money to cater 

for their educational expenses. 

);> The Tamale Metropolitan Assembly should come out with by laws to eliminate child 

street hawking and promote good academic performance among students. When the by 

laws are enforced, hours after school will no long be used for trading on the streets but 

for other activities to enhance their learning. 

);> The government and NGOs should economically empower parents especially those who 

have never been to school and those who after their basic education could not continue to 

the next level of education. These parents should be trained to acquire some skills and 

also given some capital to start work With. This will reduce the number of them resorting 

to petty trading. The livelihood of parents will be improved and poverty level equally 

reduced. When the socio economic status of parents or guardians is better, they will be 

able to provide the family's needs without the support of their children. It will also reduce 

financial burden on parents or guardians that normally-leave them with no other option 
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than to engage their wards in work to take away some economic stress and pressure from 

them. 
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APPENDIXl 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL STUDIES 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PUBLIC BASIC SCHOOL PUPILS (JHS 2 AND 3) 

Dear respondent, 

The main aim of this study is to obtain evidence on the causes of student street hawking 

and its effects on pupils' school attendance and performance. This is required for partial 

fulfilment of my Mphil programme, social administration. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

SOCIAL-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

1. What is your sex? 

Male [ ] 

Female [ ] 

2. How old are you? 

10-12 years [ ] .r 

13-14 years [ ] 

15-17 years [ ] 

3. How many members are in your family? 

4. Do you street hawk or trade? 

Yes [ ] 
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No [ ] 

5. How many years have you been hawking? 

1 - 11 months [ 

1 - 2 years [ ] 

3 - 4 years [ ] 

5 years and above [ ] 

N/A [ ] 

6. What is your mother's highest level of education? 

Primary [ ] 

Junior high school [ 

Senior high school [ 

Tertiary [ ] 

Never been LO school [ 

7. What is your mother's occupation? . 

8. What is your father's highest level of education? 

Primary [ ] 

Junior high school [ 

Senior high school [ 

Tertiary [ ] 

Never been to school [ ] 
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9. What is your father's occupation? 

10. Who led you into street hawking? 

Mother [ ] 

Father [ ] 

Other relati yes [ 

Friends [ 

N/A [ ] 

EFFECTS ON SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

11. When do you sell or street trade? 

Mornings before school [ ] 

Afternoons after school [ 

Evenings [ 

ight [ ] 

N/A[ ] 

12. Does street hawking affect your school attendance? 
., 

Yes [ ] 

Don't know [ ] 

No [ ] 

N/A [ ] 

13. How does street hawking affect your school attendance if you agree? 
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14. How regular do you attend school in a week? 

Once in a week [ ] 

Twice in a week [ ] 

Three times in a week [ 

Four times in a week [ ] 

Five times in a week [ ] 

15. How often do you sell in a week? 

Only weekends [ ] 

6 to 7 days in a week [ ] 

4 to 5 days in a week [ ] 

1 to 3 days in a week [ ] 

N/A [ ] ., 

16. Have you ev r skip school just to sell or street trade? 

Yes [ ] 

No [ ] 

Not certain [ 

N/A [ ] 
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17. Have you ever escaped from school to go and sell? 

Yes [ ] 

No [ ] 

Not certain [ 

N/A [ ] 

18. How frequent do you get to the school compound before morning assembly in a week? 

Five times in a week [ ] 

Four times in a week [ ] 

Three times in a week [ ] 

Two times in a week [ ] 

Once in a week [ ] 

CAUSES OF CHILD STREET HAWKING 

19. Why do you street trade or hawk? 

20. When given the opportunity will you quit trading on the streets? 

Yes [ ] 

No [ ] 
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Uncertain [ 

N/A [ ] 

EFFECTS ON SCHOOL ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

21. When are you able to study on your own? 

Mornings [ ] 

Afternoons [ 

Evenings [ 

Not at all [ ] 

22. How many hours are you able to study on your own? 

1 hour [ ] 

2 hours [ ] 

3 hours [ ] 

4 hours or more [ 

Not at all [ ] 

23. Does street hawking affect your studies? ., 

Agree [ ] 

Uncertain [ 

Disagree [ ] 

N/A [] 

24. How does street hawking affect your studies? 
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25. Does street hawking affect your school academic performance? 

Agree [ ] 

Uncertain [ 

Disagree [ 

N/A [ ] 

26. Are you able to do your homework in the house? 

Yes [ ] 

No [ ] 

Not certain [ 

27. Ifno, what could be the reason? 

Due to street hawking [ ] 

Due to other reasons [ 

., 
N/A [ ] 

28. Does street hawking have any positive impact on your academic performance? 

Agree [ ] 

Uncertain [ 

Disagree [ ] 
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N/A [ ] 

29. How does street hawking positively affect your academic performance if you agree? 

30. How does street hawking negatively affect your school academic performance if you 

disagree? 

., 
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APPENDIX 2 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

DEP ARTMENT OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL STUDIES 

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR STUDENT HAWKERS' P ARENTS/GUARDIANS 

Dear respondent, 

The main aim of this study is to obtain evidence on the causes of student street hawking 

and its effects on pupils' health, school attendance and performance. This is required for 

partial fulfilment of my Mphil programme, social administration. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

1. What is your sex? 

2. What is your relationship between that child engaged in hawking and you? 

3. What is your highest education level? 

4. What wor - do you do for a living? 

5. How many children do you have? 

6. How many people make up your household? 

7. Are you single handedly taking care of your household without the support of your 

spouse? 

8. How long h •. ve your ward been street hawking? 

9. What are the reasons why you allow your wardls to street hawk? ., 
10. What are some of the problems your ward/s face as a result of their involvement in street 

hawking? 

11. Do you think street hawking affect your children's school attendance? How? 

12. Do you thin r street hawking affect your children's school performance? How? 
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APPENDIX 3 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL STUDIES 

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR TEACHERS (WITH AT LEAST TWO YEARS 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE IN THE SELECTED JHS) 

Dear respondent, 

The main aim of this study is to obtain evidence on the effects of student street hawking 

on pupils' health, school attendance and performance. This is required for partial 

fulfilment of my Mphil programme, social administration. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

1. In your opinion, are student workers able to concentrate and understand topics that are 

taught in class? 

2. What are some of the visible attitudes the student workers put up in class? 

3. Comparing non working students and working students, which of the group is able to 

participate effectively in discussions by asking and answering questions in class? 

4. Do student hawkers obtain good grades in class test, quiz, end of term examination etc? 

5. In cases where some of student hawkers do not perform well, do they put in much effort 

to get better grades? 

6. What are some of the things they do to improve their performance? 
.r 

7. From observation, do student workers do their assignment regularly? 

8. What could possibly be the effect of child work on students' academic performance and 

attendance? 
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APPENDIX 4 

NON HAWKING PUPILS' 2015/2016 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Gender Term 1 Tenn2 Term 3 Total Average 

Male 70 69 70 209 70 

Male 68 65 69 202 67 

Male 64 68 67 199 66 

Male 60 65 47 172 57 

Male 62 65 58 185 62 

Male 62 60 64 186 62 

Male 57 66 62 185 62 

Male 56 64 66 186 62 

male 70 69 65 204 68 

male 68 62 64 194 65 

male 70 70 65 205 68 

male 69 67 65 201 67 

male 65 62 54 181 60 

male 40 65 50 155 52 

male 70 49 51 170 57 

male 70 64 55 189 63 

male 65 62 53 180 60 

male 63 64 53 180 60 

male 70 62 51 ., '183 61 

male 66 51 42 159 53 

male 67 63 51 181 60 

male 66 60 54 180 60 

male 61 63 40 164 55 

male 69 64 53 186 62 

male 68 60 54 182 61 

male 63 61 53 177 59 
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male 67 63 51 181 60 

male 67 61 49 177 59 

male 62 54 38 154 51 

male 65 61 40 166 55 

male 65 61 44 170 57 

male 68 63 49 180 60 

male 66 62 50 178 59 

male 64 60 47 171 57 

male 68 64 48 180 60 

male 59 62 51 172 57 

male 67 62 49 178 59 

male 69 60 47 176 59 

male 70 56 49 175 58 
male 69 61 49 179 60 

male 62 60 47 169 56 

male 68 65 45 178 59 

male 68 64 54 186 62 

male 60 48 38 146 49 

male 67 65 52 184 61 

male 55 40 50 145 48 

male 63 65 52 180 60 

male 69 66 41 176 59 

male 68 65 51 184 61 
_, 

male 70 65 52 187 62 

male 60 64 50 174 58 
male 66 65 54 185 62 

male 67 65 54 186 62 

male 68 66 53 187 62 

male 62 59 54 175 58 

male 70 60 54 184 61 

male 68 65 54 187 62 
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male 69 65 55 189 63 

Male 70 65 54 189 63 

Male 70 64 52 186 62 

Male 70 64 53 187 62 

Male 69 63 47 179 60 

Male 69 54 47 170 57 

Male 67 63 58 188 63 

Male 66 38 64 168 56 

Male 70 64 46 180 60 

Male 70 67 47 184 61 

Male 70 65 53 188 63 

Male 70 65 54 189 63 

Male 68 65 54 187 62 

Male 69 63 54 186 62 

Male 70 64 53 187 62 

Male 68 64 55 187 62 

Male 70 68 55 193 64 

Male 65 65 55 185 62 

Male 66 65 55 186 62 

Male 60 64 55 179 60 

Male 70 65 54 189 63 

Male 70 64 55 189 63 

Male 70 65 54 189 63 ., 
Male 69 37 52 158 53 

Male 68 64 53 185 62 
·Male 66 65 52 183 61 

Male 68 65 55 188 63 

female 66 60 58 184 61 

female 67 63 59 189 63 

female 64 70 64 198 66 

female 68 65 49 182 61 
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female 63 67 64 194 65 

female 59 62 50 171 57 

female 64 66 60 190 63 

female 66 64 63 193 64 

female 60 65 48 173 58 

female 64 62 67 193 64 

female 65 62 60 187 62 

female 70 68 65 203 68 

female 69 70 64 203 68 

female 69 68 65 202 67 

female 70 67 64 201 67 

female 70 62 55 187 62 

female 61 49 39 149 50 

female 64 60 55 179 60 

female 69 63 53 185 62 

female 70 61 52 183 61 

female 66 64 53 183 61 

female 70 63 55 188 63 

female 70 58 48 176 59 

female 64 62 51 177 59 

female 70 62 53 185 62 

female 70 63 54 187 62 

female 68 64 54 186 62 
_, 

female 70 64 55 189 63 

female 69 65 54 188 63 

female 69 54 55 178 59 

female 70 63 52 185 62 

female 69 61 51 181 60 

female 67 64 50 181 63 

female 70 63 51 184 61 

female 69 60 48 177 59 
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female 68 51 37 156 52 

female 68 62 51 181 60 

female 64 52 47 163 54 

female 68 56 48 172 57 

female 61 63 51 175 58 

female 67 63 46 176 59 

female 40 17 15 72 24 

female 67 61 39 167 56 

female 69 61 38 168 56 

female 62 62 48 172 57 

female 70 54 54 178 59 

female 65 61 54 180 60 

female 69 61 52 182 61 

female 59 64 51 174 58 

female 58 60 49 167 56 

female 60 61 50 171 57 

female 59 60 49 168 56 

female 67 63 51 181 60 

female 67 65 50 182 61 

female 60 61 52 173 58 

female 65 59 51 175 58 

female 70 64 54 188 63 

female 68 65 54 187 62 
., 

female 69 65 53 187 62 

female 66 65 53 184 61 

female 67 65 54 186 62 

female 68 64 53 185 62 
female 69 65 53 187 62 

female 68 64 54 186 62 

female 68 62 55 185 62 

female 70 65 62 197 66 
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female 70 62 50 182 61 

female 69 61 53 183 61 

female 70 65 53 188 63 

female 69 64 62 195 65 

female 63 62 59 184 61 

female 66 64 57 187 62 

female 61 65 61 187 62 

female 67 63 64 194 65 

female 67 64 53 184 61 

female 70 65 51 186 62 

female 70 60 52 182 61 

female 50 61 50 161 54 

female 70 64 51 185 62 
female 66 59 53 178 59 

female 69 67 55 191 64 

female 66 63 54 183 61 

female 67 64 53 184 61 

female 63 62 54 179 60 

female 64 65 55 184 61 

female 58 61 51 170 57 

female 65 65 54 184 61 

female 67 51 55 173 58 

_, 
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APPENDIX 5 

PUPIL HAWKERS' 2015/2016 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Gender Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Total Average 

Male 57 60 65 182 61 

Male 70 69 70 209 70 

Male 65 68 54 187 62 

Male 65 63 60 188 63 

Male 59 62 57 178 59 

Male 63 61 60 184 61 

Male 62 58 56 176 59 

Male 68 63 51 182 61 

Male 60 60 59 179 60 

Male 57 60 56 173 58 

Male 66 58 59 183 61 

Male 60 59 60 179 60 

Male 61 57 60 178 59 

Male 65 61 56 182 61 

Male 70 61 50 181 60 

Male 57 63 52 172 57 

Male 64 60 57 181 60 

Male 59 63 52 174 58 ., 
Male 65 60 54 179 60 

Male 64 60 52 176 59 

Male 65 54 60 179 60 

Male 64 60 57 181 60 

Male 66 56 59 181 60 

Male 66 64 54 184 61 

Male 62 62 58 182 61 

Male 64 63 48 175 58 
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Male 69 65 53 187 62 

Male 63 65 55 183 61 

Male 65 59 47 171 57 

Male 62 60 51 173 58 

Male 68 63 56 187 62 

Male 66 65 50 181 60 

Male 60 62 51 173 58 

Male 65 57 47 169 56 
Male 63 60 54 177 59 
Male 66 58 56 180 60 
Male 68 53 58 179 60 
Male 68 63 48 179 60 

Male 66 60 52 178 59 
Male 69 60 57 186 62 

Male 69 58 54 181 60 
Male 69 55 58 182 61 

Male 60 58 55 173 58 
Male 69 58 49 176 59 

Male 65 56 58 179 60 

Male 61 59 45 165 55 

Male 66 64 54 184 61 

Male 64 56 43 163 54 

Male 60 61 51 172 57 
., 

Male 68 59 57 184 61 

Male 66 57 51 174 58 
·Male 63 60 50 173 58 

Male 60 42 47 149 50 
Male 66 65 53 184 61 
Male 67 62 52 181 60 
Male 70 63 55 188 63 
Male 68 64 54 186 62 
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Male 51 64 53 168 56 

Male 67 65 48 180 60 

Male 66 64 52 182 61 

Male 65 63 50 178 59 

Male 65 66 63 194 65 

Male 68 63 64 195 65 

Male 67 51 59 177 59 

Male 65 60 58 183 61 

Male 69 62 58 189 63 

Male 65 52 54 171 57 

Male 70 65 55 190 63 

Male 61 60 53 174 58 

Male 60 58 54 172 57 

Male 68 60 52 180 60 

Male 64 63 55 182 61 

Male 70 64 53 187 62 

Male 70 65 55 190 63 

Male 70 65 55 190 63 

Male 70 58 48 176 59 

Male 68 59 50 177 59 

Male 68 60 56 184 61 

Male 67 58 52 177 59 

Male 64 64 50 178 59 ., 
Male 70 64 52 186 62 

Male 65 63 51 179 60 

Male 60 62 49 171 57 

Male 64 60 54 178 59 

Female 60 62 62 184 61 

Female 69 65 67 201 67 

Female 70 67 62 199 66 

Female 70 67 62 199 66 
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Female 66 68 51 185 62 

Female 64 63 65 192 64 

Female 64 65 67 196 65 

Female 59 56 55 170 57 

Female 69 61 46 176 59 

Female 57 60 55 172 57 

Female 68 65 47 180 60 

Female 65 51 57 173 58 

Female 64 60 58 182 61 

Female S9 64 60 183 61 

Female 60 53 63 176 59 

Female 51 60 58 169 56 

Female 64 59 45 168 56 

Female 65 60 52 177 59 

Female 70 63 55 188 63 

Female 70 59 54 183 61 

Female 70 62 53 185 62 

Female 68 60 51 179 60 

Female 60 62 50 172 57 

Female 67 64 53 184 61 

Female 66 63 55 184 61 

Female 70 63 55 188 63 

Female 70 64 54 188 63 _, 
Female 69 60 50 179 60 

Female 70 63 53 186 62 

Female 69 62 50 181 60 

Female 70 65 50 185 62 

Female 61 65 50 176 59 

Female 63 61 42 166 55 

Female 67 60 50 177 59 

Female -" 62 46 166 55 )u 
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Female 6S 65 41 174 58 

Female 53 54 45 152 51 

Female 60 52 53 165 55 

Female 70 64 51 185 62 

Female 69 63 50 182 61 

Female 66 58 46 170 57 

Female 6S 61 48 177 59 

Female 69 62 49 180 60 

Female 70 56 49 175 58 

Female 68 65 55 188 63 

Female 51 59 49 159 53 

Female 62 60 41 163 54 

Female 61 59 41 161 54 

Female 62 60 42 164 55 

Female 62 61 37 160 53 

Female 62 64 48 174 58 

Female 60 62 48 170 57 

Female 68 62 42 172 57 

Female 65 60 46 171 57 

Female 67 63 50 180 60 

Female 69 59 47 175 58 

Female 60 53 49 162 54 

Female 65 60 50 175 58 
., 

Female 65 68 50 183 61 

Female 62 65 49 176 59 

Female 70 65 52 187 62 

Female 60 63 51 174 58 

Female 64 65 52 181 60 

Female 67 65 48 180 60 

Female 61 64 50 175 58 

Female 70 57 42 169 56 
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Female 70 65 53 188 63 

Female 65 59 53 177 59 

Female 67 67 58 192 64 

Female 70 57 59 186 62 

Female 61 64 68 193 64 

Female 67 62 65 194 65 

Female 62 57 45 164 55 

Female 60 59 61 180 60 

Female 63 65 58 186 62 

Female 70 65 55 190 63 

Female 69 62 53 184 61 

Female 66 60 50 176 59 

Female 68 61 53 182 61 

Female 70 65 55 190 63 

Female 70 62 50 182 61 

Female 62 59 48 169 56 

Female 62 60 54 176 59 

Female 66 60 53 179 60 

Female 64 59 49 172 57 

Female 67 62 50 179 60 

Female 69 64 50 183 61 

Female 68 65 53 186 62 

_, 
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APPENDIX 6 

NON HAWKING STUDENTS 2015/2016 ACADEMIC YEAR PERFORMANCE 

Gender Mathematics English 

Term Term 

Science 

Term 

Social studies total average 

Term 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

47 51 50 55 51 57 55 60 58 

52 50 54 60 74 72 59 58 57 

54 56 60 73 65 70 61 66 62 

47 51 50 64 65 60 84 75 79 

24 45 55 54 60 59 74 69 72 

32 42 60 52 49 51 68 58 64 

47 52 58 60 57 61 69 73 71 

45 51 55 57 59 65 60 58 67 

50 45 56 60 58 64 54 49 61 

60 55 68 53 61 66 60 63 72 

35 29 -+0 47 38 42 40 32 35 

71 58 69 60 64 59 56 68 60 

58 62 64 46 46 52 43 48 50 

52 59 62 41 59 48 40 58 61 

74 82 77 80 78 81 49 63 66 

60 72 74 55 60 51 58 53 64 
.r 

86 77 79 70 66 74 56 67 55 

42 50 48 45 40 51 45 44 50 

59 48 61 54 66 57 63 65 71 

55 61 66 65 71 68 65 73 71 

57 60 68 59 66 69 61 70 74 

60 68 71 71 65 77 83 79 81 

50 61 57 63 58 69 70 64 72 

45 32 40 35 40 34 31 42 46 
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60 74 69 687 

70 68 64 738 

62 71 68 768 

74 68 70 787 

75 68 73 728 

65 70 69 680 

69 67 75 759 

65 72 69 723 

67 52 69 685 

80 75 84 797 

51 56 67 512 

78 84 80 807 

18 25 21 533 

51 49 57 637 

69 44 93 856 

51 77 69 744 

51 81 78 840 

51 39 48 553 

68 64 76 752 

78 69 72 814 

80 77 70 811 

90 83 79 907 

80 76 77 797 

48 39 .:14 476 

57 

62 
64 

66 

61 

57 

63 

60 

57 

66 

43 

67 

44 

53 

71 

62 

70 

46 

63 
68 

68 

76 

66 
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male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

.male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

25 30 29 36 40 31 40 33 37 

45 53 68 58 61 68 60 59 75 

50 56 63 55 61 70 65 80 78 

44 50 55 38 46 40 44 55 50 

32 43 36 46 50 55 34 39 46 

50 60 55 57 65 70 35 42 47 

38 44 49 50 70 64 47 56 59 

24 38 33 46 49 55 28 35 31 

32 43 36 46 50 55 34 39 46 

50 60 55 57 65 70 35 42 47 

38 44 49 50 70 64 47 56 59 

24 38 33 46 49 55 28 35 31 

22 30 36 47 56 52 33 47 39 

49 61 56 60 59 54 60 57 66 

69 72 75 49 57 53 20 36 25 

30 40 38 43 48 50 26 31 37 

80 78 82 55 60 61 59 70 68 

39 50 47 70 77 80 53 69 56 

68 73 63 71 78 66 83 79 76 

60 58 68 57 60 58 60 48 55 

85 87 80 80 70 75 85 75 80 

50 61 56 68 78 66 55 57 61 

52 58 64 63 67 72 65 62 68 
., 

42 35 50 40 36 47 40 38 31 

50 47 41 39 40 49 43 40 47 

43 25 36 47 50 54 46 50 58 

31 47 49 51 48 55 56 51 60 

78 50 66 50 48 56 84 79 74 

50 64 70 14 18 27 35 17 40 

37 41 46 33 60 55 27 74 62 

49 39 53 33 64 52 64 57 70 
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45 31 42 419 

78 82 76 783 

80 77 73 808 

35 38 40 535 

21 37 28 467 

44 55 50 630 

33 47 39 596 

19 30 25 413 

21 37 28 467 

44 55 50 630 

33 47 39 596 

19 30 25 413 

18 26 31 437 

57 72 64 715 

20 25 30 531 

28 40 37 448 

44 58 50 765 

70 80 76 767 

73 69 61 860 

63 58 65 710 

78 59 72 926 

67 69 65 753 

62 59 66 758 

30 45 60 494 

44 51 61 552 

55 59 67 590 

61 68 73 650 

71 74 79 809 

36 29 44 444 

65 80 78 658 

45 71 64 661 

35 

65 

67 

45 

39 

53 

50 

34 

39 

53 

50 

34 

36 

60 

43 

37 

64 

64 

72 

59 

77 

63 

63 

41 

46 

49 

54 

67 

37 

55 

55 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

female 

female 

73 64 76 53 87 79 70 81 61 

40 45 39 56 49 61 52 47 46 

50 49 52 50 52 58 45 50 57 

51 48 62 60 65 59 50 55 61 

62 50 66 58 67 61 60 54 66 

49 54 69 65 70 71 70 65 72 

45 50 51 60 43 50 43 47 50 

51 45 62 50 46 57 50 65 49 

60 56 58 48 56 59 60 54 59 

54 59 62 59 60 64 53 54 59 

60 56 75 74 68 70 83 76 74 

70 64 61 63 78 72 77 68 71 

80 75 78 68 70 75 69 57 73 

50 61 67 55 65 61 59 74 64 

30 23 39 36 41 33 24 32 49 

50 61 57 66 58 61 54 67 72 

35 46 31 30 42 37 23 44 39 

60 55 62 50 58 60 70 66 77 

50 60 58 55 57 61 59 63 71 

50 43 44 50 54 59 60 74 68 

70 68 69 66 76 75 80 77 69 

77 61 66 60 73 80 71 80 70 

60 58 52 58 62 59 67 60 71 
_, 

35 26 39 22 45 33 34 28 40 

70 66 61 68 75 70 80 76 71 

50 45 56 51 60 5~ 62 59 67 

36 41 39 41 38 40 50 44 36 

51 56 49 48 54 57 56 49 58 

60 57 68 65 53 66 71 68 61 

51 61 58 65 70 64 56 59 60 

30 56 49 62 66 71 58 80 62 
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60 98 93 895 

50 54 60 599 

50 52 49 614 

60 51 64 686 

66 58 64 732 

50 48 56 739 

60 45 55 599 

61 58 56 650 

40 45 55 650 

56 49 51 680 

80 79 86 881 

78 81 76 859 

86 79 84 894 

72 76 84 788 

43 55 47 452 

66 73 68 753 

50 41 46 464 

66 72 69 765 

65 58 72 729 

77 64 63 706 

66 71 76 863 

61 68 77 844 

74 69 71 761 

44 56 58 460 

78 80 67 862 

57 66 69 700 

54 61 58 538 

60 59 64 661 

58 63 65 755 

70 69 75 758 

67 72 63 736 

- 

75 

50 

51 

57 

61 

62 

50 

54 

54 

57 

73 

72 

75 

66 

38 

63 

39 

64 

61 

59 

72 

70 

63 

38 

72 

58 

45 

55 

63 

63 

61 
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female 42 51 48 53 59 48 50 49 67 

female 35 47 50 51 44 56 54 52 63 

female 30 45 42 53 48 50 49 33 50 

female 32 50 46 49 50 48 50 54 48 

female 30 53 49 53 54 59 61 62 61 

female 40 48 55 50 48 55 59 61 63 

female 35 51 53 50 47 56 47 49 38 

female 45 40 51 55 63 54 56 58 62 

female 36 43 50 54 62 59 61 57 64 

female 26 30 38 40 36 43 15 34 28 

female 50 44 56 41 52 61 53 66 55 

female 46 52 57 66 73 69 56 70 77 

female 50 41 49 42 31 40 33 47 38 

female 44 59 57 51 63 58 43 47 52 

female 39 52 50 61 67 70 19 48 53 

female 46 50 50 49 62 57 44 39 51 

female 49 52 50 54 56 48 40 54 56 

female 51 57 61 55 58 60 58 62 67 

female 46 51 48 50 49 55 60 57 53 

female 30 41 39 35 40 39 25 30 37 

60 65 70 662 

70 61 73 656 

60 50 56 566 

62 59 65 613 

60 65 61 668 

65 55 62 661 

60 55 63 604 

59 65 78 686 

60 55 66 667 

35 46 41 412 

67 73 77 695 

80 69 78 793 

46 35 55 507 

32 44 64 614 

53 38 67 617 

45 67 37 597 

61 58 66 644 

80 64 76 749 

64 71 69 673 

45 50 54 465 

55 

55 

47 

51 

56 

55 

50 

57 

56 

34 

58 

66 

42 

51 

51 

50 

54 

62 

56 

39 

female 50 53 60 57 64 75 61 58 69 78 66 71 762 64 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

48 41 53 50 61 66 55 59 62 

15 22 31 30 24 35 19 28 36 
_, 

50 51 49 41 50 55 49 52 57 

40 39 50 53 49 56 49 53 56 

30 41 37 25 36 33 32 28 34 

50 55 60 61 55 60 58 50 60 

40 39 46 49 55 51 50 48 52 

37 40 47 50 41 55 45 37 48 

48 57 51 87 85 79 61 59 62 

60 58 62 72 74 68 67 72 70 

145 

58 66 78 697 

45 37 41 363 

61 70 66 651 

58 63 69 635 

37 40 45 418 

60 68 72 709 

70 68 61 629 

60 67 70 597 

63 59 66 777 

79 76 82 840 

58 

30 

54 

53 

35 

59 

52 

50 

65 

70 
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female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

41 40 36 45 50 54 36 50 48 

24 32 25 26 31 36 35 47 54 

20 30 25 24 30 35 23 22 30 

28 30 34 17 36 25 25 45 31 

28 40 35 29 45 37 38 39 46 

32 28 34 63 69 75 53 60 69 

34 45 40 59 64 56 50 64 71 

34 25 41 64 76 70 64 72 70 

42 50 48 69 71 78 57 66 69 

24 30 27 44 58 49 46 51 55 

60 55 65 56 51 57 66 60 58 

36 49 50 535 

31 35 40 416 

21 35 30 325 

14 25 31 341 

40 56 49 482 

62 75 71 691 

59 66 69 677 

40 59 48 663 

34 39 41 664 

56 70 68 578 

81 75 68 752 

45 

35 

27 

28 

40 

58 

56 

55 

55 

48 

63 
female 45 40 50 33 35 30 50 45 52 49 41 46 516 43 
female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

13 20 25 20 24 28 20 26 32 

16 22 35 60 66 71 50 63 66 

56 60 59 66 57 69 80 78 76 

50 48 51 30 37 25 61 52 59 

40 35 26 42 34 44 38 40 34 

29 33 46 46 50 56 37 42 49 

37 26 49 23 36 51 47 33 54 

45 18 26 28 30 43 51 37 58 

50 53 60 30 74 60 39 76 58 

24 30 34 30 26 35 15 40 32 

36 59 47 27 53 47 29 19 33 ., 
female 44 50 49 38 50 57 70 69 79 

female 41 39 44 36 44 39 71 66 75 

female 38 40 36 40 49 53 60 57 68 

female 40 50 61 54 66 58 61 69 70 

female 60 44 55 66 59 69 70 74 80 

female 50 46 49 50 49 51 50 48 44 

female 42 50 56 60 58 56 37 49 50 

female 49 51 51 50 47 53 47 50 52 

146 

36 44 33 321 
65 69 61 644 

72 77 70 820 

70 55 68 606 

48 55 53 489 

42 50 59 539 

35 55 66 512 

49 40 63 488 

75 82 60 717 

25 71 58 420 

42 26 49 467 

57 61 

45 53 

78 702 

51 604 

49 53 55 598 

65 70 74 738 

50 67 79 773 

44 50 49 580 

50 45 53 606 

47 50 53 600 

27 

54 

68 

51 

41 

45 

43 

41 

60 

35 

39 

59 

50 

50 

62 

64 

48 

51 

50 
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female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

40 53 49 51 48 54 61 55 60 

50 63 58 60 59 66 74 69 77 

60 51 57 56 66 62 68 76 70 

60 54 61 70 58 63 67 75 65 

50 41 46 57 49 50 51 60 58 

22 36 29 37 41 40 42 33 38 

40 38 47 45 44 31 58 60 64 

50 48 57 62 53 61 64 70 68 

28 19 31 33 39 27 36 25 40 

33 36 39 37 40 34 25 35 39 

40 48 51 48 50 46 50 49 66 

40 36 44 39 42 48 47 43 50 

22 30 34 40 39 35 32 41 38 

60 45 58 59 62 63 49 54 56 

59 66 71 68 73 69 66 70 74 

58 74 66 669 

78 71 80 805 

82 67 79 794 

77 61 69 780 

59 63 50 634 

45 50 39 452 

64 71 66 628 

77 80 70 760 

46 39 48 411 

40 51 58 467 

48 59 53 608 

48 50 54 541 

40 35 48 434 

60 70 56 692 

80 61 70 827 

56 

67 

66 

65 

53 

38 

52 

63 

34 

39 

51 

45 

36 

58 

69 

female 40 37 42 44 48 32 35 42 50 40 49 51 510 43 

female 54 48 52 55 61 66 60 58 61 74 63 58 710 59 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

46 41 55 54 57 49 59 63 50 

51 63 58 63 55 60 55 64 67 

40 36 47 49 54 50 52 38 49 

35 22 29 40 37 36 48 33 39 

61 53 57 50 59 64 54 60 67 

50 49 53 53 42 59 54 68 60 
., 

45 50 47 57 40 51 60 59 66 

147 

60 57 51 642 

53 68 60 717 

50 48 52 565 

50 48 52 469 

70 83 75 753 

57 65 68 678 

66 58 63 662 

53 

60 

47 

39 

63 

57 

55 
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APPENDIX 7 

STUDENT HAWKERS' 2015/2016 ACADEMIC YEAR PERFORMANCE 

Gender Mathematics 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

Terms 
-srd 
.) 

30 40 39 

41 45 

41 36 

40 36 

32 

30 

39 

50 

47 

39 

45 

26 

37 

44 

40 

50 

44 

67 

57 

38 

63 

49 

36 

35 

15 

40 

43 40 

50 49 

42 38 

34 39 

31 40 

23 32 

41 50 

32 45 

48 53 

38 50 

71 58 

66 72 

50 65 

69 71 

55 43 

44 49 

21 29 

33 26 

38 44 

English 

Terms 

52 50 

55 52 

48 59 

60 58 

55 60 

62 69 

37 39 

43 41 

38 19 

37 41 

51 47 

51 56 

51 56 

49 40 

55 51 

38 42 

38 45 

50 36 

53 46 

54 49 

45 39 

30 28 

37 43 

Science 

Terms 

51 52 49 53 50 

60 51 53 55 59 

56 52 50 49 61 

55 45 50 56 60 

57 30 56 60 59 

59 55 60 57 66 

49 52 63 58 44 

38 50 49 52 60 

40 31 25 42 45 

39 34 20 40 56 

54 49 57 51 59 

63 49 60 58 64 

63 49 60 58 64 

57 45 51 39 37 

60 48 36 53 37 
.r 

49 44 42 50 49 

42 36 50 48 50 

47 32 48 51 57 

59 47 51 56 49 

57 43 50 49 58 

33 26 33 28 40 

34 20 18 29 45 

41 40 39 45 50 

148 

Social Total Average 

studies 

Terms 

55 54 

52 57 

60 58 

59 64 

62 65 

64 61 

49 52 

59 56 

34 50 

58 64 

63 60 

78 66 

78 66 

45 50 

45 61 

39 68 

39 56 

27 73 

54 60 

62 53 

35 30 

36 41 

56 61 

575 

612 

600 

622 

637 

699 

562 

566 

421 

481 

626 

662 

696 

545 

642 

616 

557 

624 

622 

604 

394 

355 

534 

48 

51 

50 

52 

53 

58 

47 

47 

35 

40 

52 

55 

58 

45 

54 

51 

46 

52 

52 

50 

33 

30 

45 
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male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

38 

19 

40 

37 

50 

34 

40 

22 

32 

36 

40 

30 

20 

34 

81 

50 

59 

80 

80 

21 

23 

30 

26 

20 

18 

48 

49 

48 

23 

13 

35 

31 

30 

42 

41 

41 

50 

29 

38 

50 

35 

35 

25 

42 

79 

48 

48 

70 

60 

20 

19 

38 

22 

27 

43 

50 

51 

50 

20 

46 

40 

27 

46 

44 

48 

47 

49 

41 50 

22 35 

34 42 

50 48 

47 58 

28 35 

39 46 

36 40 

32 45 

41 52 

50 57 

46 42 

19 22 

27 25 

81 70 

60 51 

60 57 

59 54 

58 60 

36 42 

18 25 

61 75 

24 33 

33 27 

40 39 

16 22 

32 37 

19 21 

32 40 

39 17 

47 40 

35 

45 

42 

44 

31 

30 

39 

80 

54 

51 

75 

76 

27 

30 

35 

34 

31 

30 

56 

58 

59 

56 

35 

37 

48 48 42 51 49 

29 21 38 31 43 

47 36 40 45 60 

53 37 43 40 59 

51 57 48 54 66 

29 26 35 27 29 

50 45 51 54 50 

35 40 39 31 23 

41 35 29 39 18 

49 35 30 37 30 

49 25 38 42 56 

51 30 40 35 35 

29 26 29 35 25 

30 41 53 49 32 

85 66 67 60 68 

56 50 61 65 60 

60 45 49 52 54 

64 64 62 59 69 

63 85 82 86 75 

39 27 29 38 58 

29 17 23 28 39 

65 27 34 36 72 

39 24 25 33 58 
_, 

38 30 28 40 50 

42 40 39 51 45 

32 30 35 40 28 

40 45 48 52 33 

33 16 22 30 36 

47 36 43 49 62 

40 28 11 33 37 

50 40 31 45 50 

149 

58 66 

39 48 

51 58 

62 65 

59 69 

25 33 

60 55 

30 27 

25 30 

35 28 

45 40 

45 36 

20 39 

30 28 

70 56 

57 49 

50 63 

63 59 

58 63 

52 63 

43 45 

69 77 

63 55 

48 54 

30 51 

34 38 

41 39 

69 74 

69 74 

50 53 

55 45 

562 

382 

532 

580 

648 

389 

589 

387 

409 

465 

521 

456 

319 

430 

863 

661 

648 

778 

846 

452 

339 

619 

436 

424 

452 

422 

524 

478 

581 

376 

521 

47 

32 

44 

48 

54 

32 

49 

32 

34 

39 

43 

38 

27 

36 

72 

55 

54 

65 

71 

38 

28 

52 

36 

35 

38 

35 

44 

40 

48 

31 

43 
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male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

male 

female 

40 

50 

33 

32 

33 

34 

38 

25 

54 

35 

40 

18 

35 

30 

27 

38 

50 

40 

35 

46 

50 

28 

43 

46 

30 

33 

29 

40 

19 

25 

40 

31 

41 

45 

29 

37 

37 

49 

39 

50 

41 

32 

37 

24 

35 

31 

40 

46 

50 

42 

40 

46 

37 

45 

57 

28 

30 

37 

45 

41 

39 

35 

35 31 39 

49 45 

25 39 

32 28 

40 47 

48 50 

40 39 

42 35 

57 49 

44 49 

31 46 

38 26 

30 40 

35 41 

40 38 

45 50 

57 52 

52 56 

45 40 

52 48 

61 55 

42 39 

58 60 

66 58 

44 36 

46 53 

35 42 

51 49 

28 50 

37 44 

57 60 

39 

45 

47 

41 

45 

33 

41 

47 

38 

34 

22 

34 

42 

39 

45 

57 

50 

47 

50 

54 

31 

52 

43 

43 

40 

44 

38 

36 

42 

45 

48 50 52 49 60 

38 60 55 45 60 

41 30 42 39 45 

39 47 39 40 60 

50 44 50 52 66 

53 40 55 61 56 

38 45 41 53 45 

41 50 39 48 40 

61 48 50 58 60 

32 23 37 45 50 

35 30 36 41 44 

31 29 36 33 38 

28 50 46 39 47 

39 40 31 44 50 

44 42 40 49 50 

56 70 61 69 60 

65 63 59 75 68 

50 60 58 64 50 

50 51 47 53 40 

51 50 46 44 48 

68 54 68 62 69 

36 48 32 37 50 

53 52 58 64 64 
., 

54 60 51 55 52 

49 46 37 42 50 

57 49 51 44 60 

53 36 49 45 46 

55 57 49 58 60 

47 33 41 30 37 

48 35 42 39 47 

50 48 37 54 56 

150 

59 69 

62 57 

58 60 

62 59 

60 70 

67 72 

50 66 

62 68 

75 66 

45 41 

51 48 

44 47 

50 52 

41 53 

58 62 

74 71 

70 74 

62 66 

47 53 

56 59 

58 63 

49 53 

59 61 

60 59 

48 57 

53 58 

56 51 

71 69 

54 59 

38 49 

59 61 

563 

601 

502 

514 

590 

618 

537 

530 

675 

480 

468 

399 

475 

481 

520 

679 

736 

658 

550 

590 

708 

482 

669 

661 

510 

574 

523 

642 

475 

485 

602 

47 

50 

42 

43 

49 

52 

45 

44 

56 

40 

39 

33 

40 

40 

43 

57 

61 

55 

46 

49 

59 

40 

56 

55 

43 

48 

44 

53 

40 

40 

50 
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female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

35 

36 

35 

40 

55 

40 

40 

56 

25 

46 

48 

44 

34 

25 

30 

56 

41 

50 

25 

31 

40 

32 

44 

50 

31 

20 

46 

30 

31 

26 

29 

47 

33 

40 

38 

63 

55 

60 
,.,,., 
.).) 

39 

40 

35 

52 

47 
,.,,., 
.).) 

41 
-),5 

47 

49 

31 

26 

37 

40 

36 

54 
,.,,., 
.).) 

35 

51 

27 

36 

22 

37 

46 

40 

39 

36 

55 

46 

56 51 

58 54 

45 52 

50 48 

33 50 

50 61 

47 50 

40 55 

45 50 

65 57 

36 40 

30 45 

32 44 

31 27 

27 32 

51 43 

33 37 

51 56 

40 37 

30 35 

50 41 

31 40 

27 47 

53 58 

18 25 

35 31 

52 60 

35 21 

41 38 

31 26 

20 30 

35 

51 

36 

50 

41 

55 

50 

38 

26 

60 

51 

55 

33 

36 

44 

28 

31 

47 

28 

24 

57 

38 

40 

19 

31 

58 45 56 48 45 

60 57 41 48 52 

50 47 53 46 55 

51 45 49 55 57 

57 56 65 60 60 

55 59 67 66 60 

60 50 55 40 67 

65 33 61 71 63 

47 35 40 37 50 

61 40 59 60 66 

43 32 45 38 50 

42 25 36 45 41 

52 36 39 42 50 

40 44 38 47 48 

39 15 25 30 46 

55 38 26 43 59 

44 36 19 25 47 

50 45 51 57 67 

41 37 41 33 50 

40 31 29 37 56 

46 31 44 37 47 

38 35 47 30 48 

33 40 33 45 32 
_, 

61 56 60 58 60 

34 27 18 39 40 

29 37 28 32 40 

58 52 64 60 68 

36 44 30 28 40 

33 37 22 34 45 

28 18 33 25 38 

25 33 28 35 20 

151 

50 51 

48 54 

54 55 

58 54 

55 67 

40 62 

56 70 

67 60 

57 60 

70 70 

48 57 

58 47 

43 51 

55 58 

33 41 

53 62 

56 41 

59 70 

48 55 

48 61 

58 53 

50 53 

47 49 

59 65 

35 46 

49 43 

73 76 

45 41 

53 48 

41 46 

39 48 

588 

581 

571 

699 

676 

661 

630 

655 

521 

684 

513 

520 

520 

484 

385 

591 

477 

660 

471 

460 

528 

472 

464 

681 

374 

403 

717 

415 

458 

353 

375 

49 

48 

48 

48 

56 

55 

53 

55 

43 

57 

43 

43 

43 

40 

32 

49 

40 

55 

39 

38 

44 

39 

39 

57 

31 

34 

60 

35 

38 

29 

31 
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female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

20 

30 
40 

37 

28 

45 

22 

36 

40 

38 

50 

58 

48 

23 

20 

18 

17 

15 

27 

59 

50 

45 

30 
40 

39 

45 

55 

48 

56 

55 

56 

28 

27 

22 

30 

39 

48 

49 

47 

49 50 46 31 40 32 16 

39 47 51 48 39 41 32 

69 72 70 30 25 35 38 

50 49 52 29 27 34 40 

37 29 40 33 40 37 50 

50 45 38 20 33 29 34 

33 50 42 32 38 30 20 

68 72 63 44 50 41 43 

75 76 70 60 70 63 57 

49 54 44 46 48 53 40 

81 72 75 57 62 69 78 

63 68 58 70 65 71 75 

50 49 51 32 50 60 50 

25 29 30 22 27 29 50 

20 26 32 13 20 28 41 

l3 20 26 10 20 15 34 

13 20 26 10 20 15 34 

31 45 40 43 37 45 47 

47 30 

38 46 

32 45 

54 60 

62 69 

47 40 

45 31 

46 39 

54 60 

35 45 

81 75 

72 68 

76 67 

59 46 

50 46 

38 41 

38 41 

50 59 

427 

518 

555 

524 

490 

463 

409 

587 

729 

547 

816 

783 

638 

398 

345 

288 

282 

470 
25 33 29 22 19 27 21 43 32 39 46 53 389 
33 

48 

38 

17 

45 

50 

44 

20 

35 
42 

27 

40 

49 

47 

60 

60 

49 

30 

24 

26 

26 

28 

48 

45 

16 24 

23 28 

24 26 

25 28 

35 33 28 36 44 

34 44 48 39 21 

32 31 37 28 65 

33 21 26 31 32 

55 47 

26 34 

77 60 

29 38 

444 

440 

495 

330 
_, 

36 27 41 11 14 26 22 10 26 42 52 57 364 
26 

38 

40 

31 

30 
') - _) 

36 

26 

30 

34 

41 

40 

39 

25 38 36 22 29 34 34 

30 36 29 30 41 36 50 

40 42 45 37 42 47 48 

38 44 48 41 36 44 36 

46 30 

57 45 

50 49 

47 50 

384 

458 

516 

480 
50 41 51 55 59 61 55 63 65 55 - 67 70 692 

23 36 37 40 53 47 51 48 55 70 61 59 580 

39 40 43 50 45 49 50 55 61 60 75 58 625 

152 

36 

43 

46 

44 

41 

39 

34 

49 

61 

46 

68 

65 

53 

33 

29 

24 

24 

39 

32 

37 

37 

41 

28 

30 

32 

38 

43 

40 

58 

48 

52 
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female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

female 

Female 

Female 

Female 

43 

47 

38 

39 

30 

42 

35 

39 

47 

50 

30 

40 

33 

40 

41 

25 

40 

45 

30 

48 

33 

60 

27 

50 

.:51 

50 

32 

36 

45 

39 

31 

40 

55 

31 

26 

50 

35 

35 

36 

51 

46 

61 

c+7 

40 

45 

48 

49 

51 

27 

40 

50 

41 

44 

58 48 

51 50 

60 57 

30 29 

37 43 

50 49 

44 31 

32 43 

40 37 

60 64 

37 41 

45 39 

39 36 

50 65 

49 47 

30 35 

46 52 

60 53 

40 47 

65 54 

48 51 

61 59 

38 40 

49 58 

31 

56 

36 

38 

40 

48 

48 

41 

33 

57 

39 

59 

40 

66 

31 

57 

54 57 63 67 75 

47 58 50 61 50 

66 57 61 65 66 

38 24 38 33 35 

39 40 38 44 50 

53 60 57 62 74 

46 28 33 39 45 

37 45 38 41 42 

45 50 49 58 50 

70 59 62 68 54 

32 36 15 40 50 

50 55 49 53 62 

49 37 40 48 50 

53 70 68 74 71 

36 54 50 52 53 

40 44 33 46 57 

47 50 35 46 57 

56 54 61 57 60 

50 44 38 51 46 

60 68 59 55 70 

58 53 64 57 45 

57 60 50 53 57 

46 32 19 28 57 
_, 

53 48 52 56 50 

153 

65 76 

61 69 

59 62 

46 50 

48 55 

66 71 

51 56 

40 33 

65 69 

76 68 

48 56 

57 66 

48 55 

69 77 

61 58 

48 60 

50 61 

74 68 

50 58 

69 67 

58 61 

69 65 

49 55 

61 57 

706 

644 

692 

421 

500 

679 

488 

465 

581 

742 

446 

585 

501 

735 

584 

494 

553 

696 

539 

735 

615 

709 

462 

636 

59 

54 

58 

35 

42 

57 

41 

39 

48 

62 

37 

49 

42 

61 

49 

41 

46 

58 

45 

61 

51 

59 

39 

53 
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