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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the question of gender and, politics and decision-making in Ghana's 

democratic divensation, The main objective of the study was to understand how political culture 

facilitates the inclusion of men and women for sustainable democracy in Ghana A cross-sectional 

design also termed as quasi-experimentation or quasi control design was applied in the study in the 

capital cities of Northern Ghana. Questionnaire, Key Informant Interviews and Focus Group 

Discussions were the main tools used to collect empirical data, Data analysis was qualitatively and 

quantitatively. Results of the study indicated that in the three northern regional capitals, women 

have a low representation in politics and decision-making due to a number of factors: socio-

cultural, illiteracy, finance and religious. This did not however, apply to men. The conclusion is 

that women are prepared to have their voices heard in the decision-making processes of the three 

regional capitals in District/Municipal/Metropolitan Assemblies and other structures that provide 

the opportunity. Recommendations made were with regards to promoting the education of women 

and strengthening the capacities and confidence levels of women. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

BACKGROUND 

1.0 Introduction 

Chen and Rulska (2005) in their The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five 

Nations argued that the concept political culture was popularized by Almond and Verba in their 

five nation comparative study of 1963 titled: The Civic Culture; in which they purported that the 

development of a stable and effective democratic government depends upon the orientations that 

people have to the political process — upon the political culture (Teorell, 2002). More specifically, 

Dalton and Shin (2011), Chen and Rulska (2005) and Teorell (2002) have argued that the citizenry 

of more stable democracies such as the Great Britain and the United States of America had a more 

developed 'civic culture' — in particular, stronger feelings of citizen competence and higher levels of 

political participation at the local level — than the people of the younger and more fragile 

democracies of Germany, Mexico and Italy. What is interesting in this argument is that no country 

from the African continent was mentioned. 

Almond and Verba's (1963), cited in Chen acid Rulska, (2005) has been found to be the first major 

attempt at understanding the relationship between citizen orientations and democracy (Tessler and 

Gao, 2009). For Tessler and Gao (2009), it was the first attempt to systematically collect and codify 

variables measuring citizen participation across five different states. Those variables, based on 

cross-sectional surveys, measured the qualities used for assessing the degree of political 
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participation of citizens in the United States, Mexico, Great Britain, Germany and Italy (Tessler and 

Gao, 2009). Chen and Rulska (2005) stated that Almond and Verba (1963) wanted to create a theory 

of civic culture—a political culture explaining the political involvement of citizens or lack of it 

thereof in democratic states (Chen and Rulska, 2005). However, Almond and Verba's (1963) study 

was later criticized by Tessler and Gao (2009) for limitations such as its failure to examine 

subcultures, though it was the first large-scale comparative survey of its kind and established the 

importance of studying the attitudes, values and behaviour patterns of ordinary men and women. 

This, Chen and Rulska (2005) confirmed by stating that Almond and Verba (1963) stressed that 

their research did not carry the explanatory power for creation of the civic culture in the newly-

created nations. 

DeLeon and Naff (2004) argued that later works by Inglehart (1990) and Putnam (1993, 2001), 

among others, cited in their work Identity Politics and Local Political Culture were to rekindle an 

earlier tradition of studies on political culture in recent national and cross-national research. 

Building on original studies by Ela7ar (1966) cited in DeLeon and Naff (2004) and others, DeLeon 

and Naff (2004) stated that a number of scholars have looked at the impact of political culture on 

state politics and policies, including mass political participation (Baker 1990; Conway 1989; 

Erickson, McIver, and Wright, 1987, all cited in DeLeon and Naff, 2004) and such issues as female 

representation among state office holders (Arceneaux 2001, Norrander and Wilcox 1998, all cited in 

DeLeon and Naff, 2004). 

In a series of works over two decades, Inglehart (1988, 1990, and 1997, cited in DeLeon and Nati, 

2004) purported to show that, quite consistent with Almond and Verba's (1963) original argument, 

participation of citizens in the United States, Mexico, Great Britain, Germany and Italy (Tessler and 

Gao, 2009). Chen and Rulska (2005) stated that Almond and Verba (1963) wanted to create a theory 

of civic culture-a political culture explaining the political involvement of citizens or lack of it 

thereof in democratic states (Chen and Rulska, 2005). However, Almond and Verba's (1963) study 

was later criticized by Tessler and Gao (2009) for limitations such as its failure to examine 

subcultures, though it was the first large-scale comparative survey of its kind and established the 

importance of studying the attitudes, values and behaviour patterns of ordinary men and women. 

This, Chen and Rulska (2005) confirmed by stating that Almond and Verba (1963) stressed that 

their research did not carry the explanatory power for creation of the civic culture in the newly 

created nations. 

DeLeon and Naff (2004) argued that later works by Inglehart (1990) and Putnam (1993, 2001), 

among others, cited in their work Identity Politics and Local Political Culture were to rekindle an 

earlier tradition of studies on political culture in recent national and cross-national research. 

Building on original studies by Elazar (1966) cited in DeLeon and Naff (2004) and others, DeLeon 

and Naff (2004) stated that a number of scholars have looked at the impact of political culture on 

state politics and policies, including mass political participation (Baker 1990; Conway 1989; 

Erickson, McIver, and Wright, 1987, all cited in DeLeon and Naff, 2004) and such issues as female 

representation among state office holders (Arcerieaux 2001, Norrander and Wilcox 1998, all cited in 

DeLeon and Naff, 2004). 

In a series of works over two decades, Inglehart (1988, 1990, and 1997, cited in DeLeon and Naff, 

2004) purported to show that, quite consistent with Almond and Verba's (1963) original argument, 
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both the inauguration and stability of democracy had been promoted by certain traits of political 

culture among the citizenry. DeLeon and Naff (2004) also noted that the specific set of cultural 

indicators used, as well as the exact nature of the dependent variable democracy, had also varied 

somewhat over the years. However, in a contribution, Wetzel and Inglehart (2001) cited in DeLeon 

and Naff (2004) presented evidence that a leading factor behind the third wave of democratization, 

roughly occurring between 1985 and 1995 was the distribution of liberty aspirations — demands for 

personal freedom for self- and codetermination— across some 60 societies (DeLeon and Naff, 2004). 

The general conclusion on the view of Inglehart (2000:96), reechoed by Tessler and Gao (2009: 

198), is that "culture plays a crucial role in democracy ... its survival depends on the values and 

beliefs of ordinary citizens." 

Tessler and Gao (2009) posit that using World Values Survey data from 1990 to 1995, Inglehart 

(2000) also investigated the relationship between democratic achievement and adherence to self-

expression values, including trust, tolerance and political activism. In another empirical study, 

Tessler and Gao (2004) continued that based on data from Eastern Europe, Rose, Mishler and 

Haerpfer (1998) found that political culture promotes freedom of expression, political tolerance, 

respect for competing ideas and preferences, political interest and a willingness to participate in the 

political process. Tessler and Gao (2004) further argued that other studies have also identified that 

political culture promotes political interest, political tolerance, valuation of liberty, rights 

consciousness, support for civil disobedience, support for media independence and political 

participation (Booth and Richard 1998; Dalton, 2000; Garcia-Rivero et al,. 2002; Gibson et al., 

1992; Inglehart and Wetzel 2003; Nathan and Shi 1993; Rice and Feldman 1997 all cited in Tessler 

and Gao, 2009) to prove the point. 
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According to Tessler and Gao (2004) the most recent Arab Human Development Report published 

by the United Nations Development Programme (2006) discusses the importance of gender equality 

and women's empowerment as the new wave of sustainable democracy and as a panacea for a sound 

political culture (Tessler and Gao, 2009). In Ghana, research into Political Behaviour (Political 

Culture and Political Socializations), while crucial for political development, is inchoate, to say the 

least. Yet, the application of the Gender-Analytic Approach to social phenomena is still 

conspicuously absent in most literature including the literature on democratization in Ghana. 

Moreover, research on northern Ghana, particularly in the area of politics and political culture, is 

still woefully inadequate even though that area constitutes an important constituency for the 

development of sustainable democracy. 

This study attempts to fill the above lacunae by addressing the policy-oriented question of the nexus 

between gender, political culture and the development of viable democracy in Ghana in this era of 

increasing globalization. 

1.1 The Research Problem 

Although Ghana is seen today by many observers as a relatively stable country in the West African 

sub-region and continues to receive Massive foreign aid and investment from developed 
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Ghana endeavours to forge a viable blueprint for its democratic body politic in its social milieu 

because of a multiplicity of complex but interrelated factors among which are the need for a 

sustainable economic environment as a sine qua non for democracy, the absence of a sound political 

culture and the low levels of the cognitive (knowledge and beliefs), affective (feeling towards), and 

evaluative (judgments about) orientations towards politics among many especially excluded groups 

such as women. 

Primarily, the democratic project in post-colonial Ghana had apparently been misconstrued as a 

state-building yet a male-centric project; the development of massive and complex political 

structures/institutions and the failure to account for women's political orientations; their knowledge, 

beliefs and judgments about politics. The political elites who were largely men had emphasized 

more on building formal institutions including legislation, bureaucracies, mass media and political 

parties at the expense of the nation-building project of forging a sound Political Culture that reflects 

the political orientations of men and women supportive of a sustainable democratic political system. 

However, these orientations must not simply add but fundamentally include those of women. 

The seminal concern of this study therefore is the extent of gender considerations in politics and 

decision-making in Ghana's democratic dispensation. 

1.2 Research Questions 

A research question is a clear, focused, concise, complex and arguable question around which you 

center your research. A research question defines which data you need to collect and which methods 
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you will use to access and analyze your documents. Research questions help writers focus their 

research by providing a path through the research and writing process. The specificity of a well-

developed research question helps writers to work toward supporting a specific, arguable thesis. 

This sub-section introduces the main and sub-research questions for the study. 

1.2.1 Main research question 

How does political culture facilitate the inclusion of men and women for sustainable democracy in 

Ghana? 

1.2.2 Sub-research questions 

1. What are the effects of emphasizing the political culture of men and women of the three northern 

regional capitals over economic development in the cultivation of a viable democracy in Ghana? 

2. Is there any fundamental difference between women and men on their orientation to political 

participation in the three regions? 

3. Of what use is the political culture of women and men to political elites, civic educators, Ministry 

of Women and Children's Affairs and other stakeholders to the development of viable democracy in 

Ghana? 

4. What factors have shaped the political orientations of men and women? 
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5. Does political culture differ among different categories of women? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1.3.1 Main objective 

To examine how political culture facilitates the inclusion of men and women for sustainable 

democracy in Ghana. 

1.3.2 Sub-objectives 

1. To examine the consequences of emphasizing the political culture of men and women of the three 

northern regional capitals over economic development in the cultivation of a viable democracy in 

Ghana. 

2. To find out if there any fundamental differences between women and men on their orientation to 

political participation in the three regions. 

3. To ascertain the place of political culture of women and men to political elites, civic educators, 

Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and other stakeholders to the development of viable 

democracy in Ghana. 

4. To find out the factors shaping the political orientations of men and women. 
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5. To determine whether political culture (orientations) differs among different categories of women 

and implications the differences may present. 

1.4 Justification of Study 

That there is a serious gender imbalance in the representation of Ghanaian women in politics and 

decision-making is shown in the following statement from Daily Graphic of Thursday the 9th  of 

September in the year 2004: "Statistics of women in politics and decision-making in Ghana reveal a 

major gender imbalance. The situation is worrying when one considers the fact that women 

constitute 51% of the country's 18 million population" (p.11). However, merely acknowledging the 

under representation of women and declaring intentions to sensitise people about the problem is 

woefully inadequate. Such civic education must be grounded on empirical studies. 

A second rationale for undertaking the study hinges on the beliefs that political culture is necessarily 

correlated with the development of sustainable/viable democracy in a country. In fact, empirical 

studies have established this nexus (Almond and Verda (1963) and Pye and Verba (1965). However, 

leading studies on the subject, whether in developed or developing societies, have been gender-

blind: Almond & Verba (1963) and Pye & Verba (1965) are important literature in this genre to 

prove the point. 
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1.5 Operationalization of Key Concepts 

Gender defined 

The term gender denotes the qualities associated with men and women that are socially and 

culturally, than biologically determined. Gender includes the way in which society differentiates 

appropriate behaviour and access to power for women and men. 

Gender Equality 

Gender Equality means that women and men have equal conditions for realizing their full human 

rights and for contributing to, and benefiting from, economic, social, cultural and political 

development. 

Political Participation 

Political participation will refer to the effective involvement in decision-making, whether in policy 

making, planning, or administration and mean involvement in needs assessment, project 

formulation, implementation, or evaluation.' 
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Political Inclusion 

Political inclusion will contextually refer to the recognition and acceptance of groups and/or 

individuals by voice, action, status and responsibilities in the political spheres. 

1.6 Organization of Chapters 

Chapter One introduces the study while Chapter Two reviews relevant literature to the study. 

Chapter three discusses the Research Methodology while Chapter Four presents the results and 

analyses of the study. Chapter Five presents the summary, conclusion and recommendations. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE. REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

This chapter explores literature on democracy and the democratization process in Africa and Ghana 

with specific subsections on the relationship between democracy and democratization and the 

democratization process in Africa and Ghana. It also explores Gender, Politics and Political Culture 

Socialization with subsections on Gender and Political Participation, °ender and Political Culture 

and Gender and Democracy in Ghana. Attempts were made to fill the lacunae in the literature that 

was reviewed. 

2.1 Sustainable Democracy 

This sub-section introduces the concepts of democracy. democratization and the democratization 

process in Africa and Ghana, 

2.1.1 Democracy 

Oquaye (2004), in his book, titled Politics in Ghana 1982-1992: Rawlings, Revolution and Populist 

Democracy, opines that the term 'democracy' has become a prescriptive phenomenon. It stretches 

from the boundaries of a goal, a reality to an illusion. Its illusory perspective though intangible has 
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often been invoked as direct government of the masses in whatever form. He further argued that the 

term democracy has not been insulated from the conceptual problems surrounding the expression. In 

contemporary Ghana therefore, one can speak of "grassroots democracy", "participatory 

democracy", "people's democracy", "the national democratic revolution" and "economic 

democracy" (p.58). Tracing the origin of the word, Oquaye (2004) states that "democracy" is 

derived from the word "demokratia" from "demos" the Greek word for "people" and "Kratis" which 

means power or strength. And so for him, in its Greek derivation, democracy meant actual and direct 

participation of the citizens in public life. Star (1992) and Marshall (1997b) argued in line with 

Oquaye (2004) that the concept democracy has changed over time and there are significant 

differences in the aspects of democracy stressed by different authors. 

Galligan and Clavero (2008: 5) argued that "democracy is a concept that is highly contested, and 

therefore, a concept that is not easy to define." They explain that although there have been endless 

disputes over its meaning, democracy assessments tend to define the concept democracy in 

procedural terms i.e., as a political system characterized by the presence of a set of rules and 

institutional arrangements for arriving at collective decisions. Galligan and Clavero (2008: 5) 

explain that procedural definitions of democracy can be traced back to the influence of 

Schumpeter's seminal work, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, in which democracy is defined 

as 'an institutional arrangement for arriving at political decisions in which individuals acquire the 

power to decide by men as of a competitive struggle for the people's vote.' 

Expanding on this definition, Rakner, Menocal and Fritz (2007) presents Dahl's (1971) seven key 

criteria that are essential for democracy: control over governmental decisions about policy 
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constitutionally vested in elected officials; relatively frequent, fair and free elections; universal adult 

suffrage; the right to run for public office; freedom of expression; access to alternative sources of 

information that are not monopolised by either the government or any other single group; and 

freedom of association (i.e. the right to form and join autonomous associations such as political 

parties, interest groups, etc). Kabagambe (2006) has, however, stated that the number of variables 

put forward by Dahl (1971) is eight (8) although he failed to enumerate and elucidate on them. 

Dahl's (1971) definition of formal democracy includes the basic civil liberties that should, in 

principle, guarantee that the democratic process is inclusive, free of repression and enables citizens 

to participate in an informed and autonomous manner. 

For Huntington (1991) democracy is seen as a political system where 'the most powerful collective 

decision makers are selected through fair, honest and periodic elections in which candidates freely 

compete for votes in which virtually all the adult population is eligible to vote' (Huntington, 1991: 

7). One of the critiques of Huntington comes from Doorenspleet (2000b) cited in Strand, Hegre, 

Gates and Dahl (2012). It is that Huntington (1991) failed to incorporate a dimension of 

inclusiveness in his measure, and proposes a remedy partially based on participation. However, 

Kabagambe (2006) who also analysed the works of Dahl (1971), Schumpeter, and Huntington 

(1991) concluded that what sets apart Dahl (1971) from Schumpeter and Huntington (1991) is that 

he emphasizes the importance of political rights such as freedom of speech, freedom of press, 

general right to vote and organizational freedom. Some scholars like Rakner, Menocal and Fritz 

(2007) have however argued that the focus of Dahl's (1971) definition, on which most of the 

literature on transitions to democracy is based, is still on contestation. 
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Mazrui (2002) has stated that the most fundamental of the goals of democracy are probably four in 

number. Firstly, to make the rulers accountable and answerable for their actions and policies; 

secondly, to make the citizens effective participants in choosing those rulers and in regulating their 

actions; thirdly, to make the society as open and the economy as transparent as possible; and 

fourthly, to make the social order fundamentally just and equitable to the greatest number possible. 

While these are key indicators of democracy, Beard (2009) has argued that the most important 

characteristics of a robust democratic system are a strong civil society, an accessible and responsive 

government and active and constant engagement between the two. He explains that it should be a 

system that allows protection of the minority viewpoints and of basic human rights. 

For others like Walby (2008) and Onuoha (n.d), it is widely believed that democracy, which is 

predicated on the principle of majority rule, offers a window of opportunity for marginalized groups 

to participate in shaping policies and decisions that affect their lives. Onuoha (n.d) states that 

embedded in this understanding is the conviction that democratic governance should aim at 

providing equal opportunities and improving the socio-economic conditions of the people 

irrespective of ethnicity, religion, age or gender. Maloutas (2006) further posits that under the 

present conditions, democracy aims among other things, the greatest possible reinforcement of the 

possibilities of self-realization for all subjects, which necessitates the negation of stable and given 

identities ascribed to them, so that it may be open to all, women and men. 

There is no general consensus among scholars, authors, or even politicians about exactly what the 

word democracy denotes. Some argue that democracy is merely the acceptance of democratic 

norms, while others say that electoral freedom is democracy. Dahl (1971) even goes so far as to 
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argue that democracy has not yet been reached by any society, and that the closest we can see at 

present is a polyarchy, a system that exhibits many of the features of democracy, but hasn't quite 

reached full democratization (Whyte, 2009). 

2.1.2 Democratization 

Whyte (2009) has said that the problem that has engulfed the definition of democracy applies to the 

idea of democratization because although most,  of the articles purport to explain democratization, 

there is no clear consensus on what is democratization. For Whyte (2009), like the idea of 

democracy, most books or articles open with an explanatory section that explains the author's own 

definition of the term. Yet these explanations for Whyte (2009) rarely have much in common. As a 

result, each theory attempts to explain the development of a slightly different phenomenon, meaning 

that no two theories can be easily compared or combined. 

Kabagambe (2009) in A study of Uganda's Democratisation Process: Obstacles and Possibilities 

makes the argument that democratization is the transition from authoritarian or semi-authoritarian 

systems to democratic political systems, where democratic systems are taken to be those 

approximating to universal suffrage, regular elections, a civil society, the rule of law and an 

independent judiciary. 

According to Whyte (2009), one of the simplest and most effective definitions that appear in the 

literature is that proposed by Linz and Stepan, and later elaborated upon in Valenzuela and 

Mainwaring's Issues in Democratic Consolidation. For him, this dual definition of democratization 
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provides a link between the earliest stages of a transition to democracy, and the stable democracy 

that eventually emerges. Whyte (2009) continues to argue that during the transition phase of 

democratization, it is unclear whether democracy will continue, and not all of the key characteristics 

of democracy are necessarily present. The second phase, consolidation, heralds the appearance of a 

fully consolidated and stable democracy, which will likely continue for the foreseeable future. 

Alvandi and Hakala (2007) in Editorial Introduction: Democratisation, explained that Huntington 

(1991) argued that the literature on democratization was written in what he termed the 'third wave' 

of democratization. In this instance, and for Huntington (1991), waves denote a group of transitions 

from one type of regime to another that occur within a specified time period that outnumber, 

significantly transitions in the opposite direction at the same period. Agreeing with Huntington 

(1991), Dalton (1996) has stated that during this century there have been two waves of democratic 

expansions that have included dramatic periods of theoretical and empirical development in the 

social sciences. The first, Dalton (1996) stated, occurred after the turn of the century, when 

Woodrow Wilson, Harold Gosnell, Walter Lippmann, and others reexamined the nature of politics 

in modern mass democracies. The second period, according to Dalton (1996), followed the Second 

World War. It attempted to identify the requisites for stable and successful democracy and the 

factors that undermined democracy in interwar Europe. This period in Dalton's (1996) view, 

included scholars such as Barrington Moore, Hannah Arendt, Gabriel Almond, Raymond Aron, and 

Seymour Martin Lipset. Dalton (1996) continues that we are now living through a third period of 

democratic ferment that is producing a dramatic surge of academic research on the themes of 

democratization and democratic politics. 
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Nzioki (2007), following Huntington's (1991) third wave of democratization and Dalton's (1996) 

assertion that the nature and destination of the third wave transitions are unclear, posits that Africa's 

record in as far as democratic transitions go has persistently remained volatile, and largely negative 

due to the regimes that it has yielded. The transitions move from authoritarian regimes to "uncertain 

something else." But, for Tar (2010), Africa's democratic wave of the 1990s and 2000s has been 

termed "second independence" reminiscent of anti-colonial struggles of the 1950 and 60s which led 

to the end of European colonial projects in Africa. 

Thus, the available literature on democracy and democratization show that democratization paves 

the way for democracy to thrive in any society. According to Rakner, Menocal and Fritz (2007), 

agreeing with Kabagambe (2006), the process of democratization entails not only a transition to 

formal democracy, but also the consolidation of such a democratic system. Perhaps what seem to be 

missing in the literature so far is the lack of clarity on the role of democracy and democratization in 

the promotion of gender equality in any transition from one regime to another. I posit here that 

democracy and democratization are two sides of the same coin that seek to allow regime changes to 

give more room for the involvement of people in the decision making processes of their 

communities. This involvement should include those of women in order to make democratic and 

democratization processes complete. 

2.2 The Democratization Process in Africa and Ghana 

According to Huntington (1991) cited in Alvandi and Hakal (2007), the Third Wave of 

Democratization reached the African shores in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Bratton and de Walle 
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(1994), cited in Rakner, Menocal and Fritz (2007), stated that between 1989 and 1994, as a 

consequence of external and internal demand for democratic openings, 41 out of 47 countries in sub-

Saharan Africa underwent significant political reform, including, in many cases, the first 

competitive elections in a generation 

Furthering the above, Crawford (2004) argued that in Ghana the wave of democracy that swept 

through sub-Saharan Africa in the early 1990s brought irresistible pressure on the then quasi-

military government of Fl. Lt. Jerry Rawlings, the Provisional National Defense Council (PNDC), 

which was then in power since 31st  December, 1981 to draft a multi-party constitution for the 

Fourth Republic. The constitution was then approved by a large majority (92 per cent) in the 

national referendum of April 1992, instituting a hybrid model of a US-style executive presidency 

alongside a unicameral parliament of 200 members, also able to serve as government ministers, 

elected on a first-past-the-post single member constituency basis. AfriMap (2007) argues in similar 

lines with Crawford (2003). AfriMAP posits that the PNDC that took power in 1982 came under 

increasing pressure from the late 1980s to return Ghana to a democratically elected government. 

AfriMAP continued that domestically, civic groups mounted persistent demands for a return to 

constitutional rule and dialogue on the transition process. 

For Crawford (2004), although Jerry John Rawlings and his party, the National Democratic 

Congress (NDC), retained power in the 1992 and 1996 elections, a key criterion of democratic 

consolidation was met in the December 2000 and 2008 elections when a peaceful transfer of power 

between political parties occurred for the first and second time in Ghanaian history, with the 

opposition New Patriotic Party (NPP), led by John Agyekum Kufuor, winning both the presidency 
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and exactly half of the 200 parliamentary seats in 2000 and with the coming to power of John E. A. 

Mills NDC after the 2008 elections (Crawford, 2004). Gyimah-Boadi (2007) stated emphatically 

that the peaceful handover of power from the Rawlings-led government to the Kufour-led 

government on January 7, 2001 was truly a landmark event in Ghana's search for democratic 

development. 

Mukandala (2001: 1) argues that despite the plethora of literature on the field, all these endeavours 

tell of the 'two tales of democracy' in Africa: an account of liberal democracy and explication of the 

genuine struggles of people for real liberation and popular sovereignty as opposed to flag 

independence and a people's state. All the existing narratives, whether received or home-grown, 

reflect either of these two tales or a medley of them. Unfortunately, however, as Mukandala (2001) 

rightly argues, the stories on Africa have in the last analyses been tragic no matter what parameters 

we use to measure successful democratic transitions and consolidation. 

In the case of Ghana, although it appears to be progressively thriving on the democratization drive, 

Crawford (2004) argues in line with Almond and Verba (1963:32 cited in Crawford, 2004) that on 

the micro political level, Ghana only appears to have a relatively thriving civil society, especially in 

terms of associational life at the local level. Oquaye (2000: 13) on his part has lamented on Ghana's 

democratization drive, which serves to buttress the above assertion, specifically on the Ghanaian 

parliamentary representation, when he stated that "a further issue of representation in Ghana's 

Parliament concerns the gender balance, with 'currently only eight per cent of female MPs." He 

states emphatically that clearly this is woefully inadequate (Crawford, 2004). 
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As Rai (1996 cited in Crawford, 2004) has noted that democratization should provide an exciting 

potential for the lives of women. Whether this potential is realized or not should however depend on 

whether and how issues arising from women's experiences in both the public and private spheres are 

addressed. 

2.3 Politics, Political Participation and Political Culture 

This sub-section presents the concepts of politics, political participation, political culture and 

political socialisation. 

2.3.1 Politics 

Coming (2004) argues vehemently that there has never been a consensus even on how to define 

politics, much less how to explain it. Thus politics can be said to be a many-sided activity which is 

impervious to one simple definition. Corning (2004: 1) explains that Aristotle characterized 

humankind as the distinctively "political animal" (zoon politikon), and political theorists ever since 

have used Aristotle's evocative term as a touchstone. Corning (2004) reiterates Aristotle's view that 

man, when perfected, is the best of animals, but, when separated from law and justice, is the worst 

of all. 

Coming (2004) explains further that in his classic dialogue, the Republic, Plato proceeded from the 

core premise that the polis (or polity) is fundamentally an economic association; it is very different 

in character from an amorphous aggregation of individuals who happen to share a common 
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language, territory or culture and may, or may not, engage in arms-length exchanges. A polity, for 

Corning (2004), is characterized by a specialization of roles and a division of labor (or, more 

precisely, a combination of labor) and, equally important, interdependence with respect to the 

satisfaction of our various needs and wants. In other words, Coming (2004) argues that an organized 

polity, or state, produces mutually beneficial economic synergies; it is quintessentially a "collective 

survival enterprise" – a functionally interdependent "superorganism." 

Coming (2004) continued that however, this is not the only purpose that the state may serve. For 

him, Plato went on to argue that it should also strive to attain "the good life" (in both a material and 

moral sense), though he advanced this objective as a continuing quest, not a ready-mix formula. 

Moreover, and this was one of Plato's most profound insights, human nature is inherently "at war 

with itself." Coming (2004) posits here that there is a double-edge to the human psyche. Our 

"lower-level" appetites and urges manifestly serve our needs, but they can also become destructive, 

both to the community and individual. 

Returning to Aristotle, in the Politics, Corning*(2004) explains that he supplemented his mentor's 

views in some important ways. For him, Aristotle emphasized that physical security — both external 

and internal — is also a fundamental function of the state, one of its principle raisons d' tre (a point 

Plato also made in a later work, the Law.). The collective survival enterprise is not, therefore, 

exclusively an economic association (Coming, 2004). Corning (2004) said that Aristotle also 

stressed that human nature is not an autonomous agency but entails a set of innate aptitudes that are 

uniquely fitted for society and that can only be developed in a network of social relationships. Thus, 

according to Coming (2004), social life involves more than being simply a marketplace for 
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economic transactions. It also involves a life in common; we are all enriched by it, Indeed, a hermit 

is not only economically deprived; he/she is not fully human and, equally important, has no 

evolutionary future. 

On that score, Corning (2004) argued that what Aristotle seem to be emphasizing on is that politics 

is ultimately concerned with the overarching interests, problems and needs of the collective survival 

enterprise — the "public interest." This paradigm, according to Corning (2004), which has often been 

termed the "idealist" view of politics, has many modern echoes. 

Political theorist, Sheldon Wolin (1960 cited in Corning, 2004) speaks of activities related to or 

affecting the community as a whole, Deutsch (1963; 1966 cited in Coming, 2004) calls politics the 

dependable coordination of human efforts and expectations for the attainment of the goals of the 

society. Easton's (1965 quoted in Coming, 2004) definition, though a bit ambiguous, is probably the 

most widely employed by contemporary political scientists. He termed politics as the processes 

through which values are authoritatively allocated for a society. But perhaps the modern apotheosis 

of the idealist stance is Arnhart's (1998 quoted in Coming, 2004): normatively laden definition in 

Dawinian Natural Right. "the ultimate aim of politics is to form the character of human beings to 

promote some conception of the beg life." This is so, Arehart (1998) says, because "every political 

debate depends fundamentally on opinions' about what is good and bad. just and unjust." These 

moral opinions, Arnhart (1998) concludes, express "a universal human nature" (Arnhart, 1998:1 

quoted in Coming, 2004: 4-5), 
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Elucidating on his The "Realist" Model, Corning (2004) stated that unfortunately many theorists 

over the years have disputed the claims of the idealists (also referred to as "holists"). What has been 

called — at times with a supercilious tone — the "realist" (and sometimes "materialist") view of 

politics traces its origins back at least to the classical Greeks, including the Sophists, Skeptics, 

Cynics and Epicureans (their very names give the game away). He said these theorists advanced a 

radically different, individualist definition of the good life and of politics. Corning (2004) further 

argues that claims of the community, and the very concept of a "public interest," were rejected as a 

chimera, and the primacy of individual "self-interest" was posited as the foundation of social life. To 

him then, justice, according to the character Thrasymachus in Plato's Republic, is nothing more than 

"the interest of the stronger." 

Typical of genre on the view of Corning (2004) was the Epicurean School, which arose when the 

Greek city-states were in decline. The Epicureans advocated a thoroughgoing materialism and an 

individualistic pain-pleasure ethic that long predated the social contract theorists, utilitarians and 

other conservative modern thinkers (Corning, 2004). To the Epicureans, in the view of Corning, the 

individual self-interest is the driving force in humankind, and the "good life" amounts to nothing 

more than the satisfaction of our personal appetites and material wants. Corning (2004) has it that 

states are formed primarily to provide security against the depredations of others, and anything 

beyond this represents, in effect, a set of conditional, contractual arrangements to facilitate our 

personal self-interests. 
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Coming (2004) continues that in the Epicurean paradigm, moreover, there is no instinctive 

preference for, or obligation to, society, and justice is solely a matter of expediency. According to 

him, the Golden Maxims of Epicurus, the school's founder is: 

There never was an absolute justice but only a convention made in mutual intercourse, in whatever 

region, from time to time....Whatever in conventional law is attested to be expedient in the needs 

arising out of mutual intercourse is by nature just, whether the same for all or not, and in case any 

law is made and does not prove suitable to the expediency of mutual intercourse, then this is no 

longer just... For the time being, it was just, so long as we do not trouble ourselves about empty 

terms but look broadly at fact. (Corning, 2004: 5-6). 

The Cynic school, for Coming (2004), was even more hostile to the community and the state. 

Rejecting all social life, all rules of social intercourse or conventions, even the benefits of learning, 

the Cynics' attitudes ranged from rugged individualism to utopian anarchism and an idealized 

communism. 

The modem libertarian novelist, Ayn Rand (much-admired in conservative circles), on the view of 

Corning (2004), provides us with a high-decibel echo of these ancient theorists. In her two best-

selling novels, The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged, Rand's protagonists were defiant 

individualists. "Just as life is an end in itself, so every living human being is an end in himself, not 

the means to the ends or welfare of others — and, therefore, man must live for his own sake, neither 

sacrificing himself to others nor sacrificing others to himself" (Coming, 2004: 5-6). Rand's political 

philosophy seems paradoxical for Coming (2004): "Civilization is the process of setting man free 
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from men" (p. 5-6). Corning (2004) argues that it is needless to say, there have been many variations 

on the realist theme over the past 2000 years. He cites, for example, in Machiavelli's darkly cynical 

masterpiece, the Prince, politics is portrayed as the pursuit of self-interest clothed in altruistic 

rhetoric ("who gets what, when, how," in the words of the modern political scientist Harold 

Lasswell), and political power is often an end in itself (Corning, 2004). In Machiavellian view, 

according to Corning (2004), human nature is incurably selfish, aggressive and acquisitive. Only the 

raw power of the state can prevent anarchy. Indeed, Machiavelli was the very father of the argument 

that Machiavellian machinations — the use of deception, chicanery and naked force – were 

necessary if a ruler hoped to obtain his ends. Corning (2004) extended the argument to encompass 

Thomas Hobbes, whose outlook was deeply affected by the turmoil of the English civil wars, 

purveyed an equally dour vision of the political community. 

In the state of nature, Hobbes (1651; 1962) cited in Corning (2004), claimed in the Leviathan that 

humans are totally, relentlessly egoistic and he puts forth that for a general inclination of all 

mankind, a perpetual and restless desire for power after power that ceaseth only in death. Since all 

men are more or less equal in strength and cunning, Hobbes (1651) asserted, in Corning's (2004) 

view, that the state of nature is a "war of every man against every man" (Hobbes, 1651; 1962: 189) 

quoted in Corning (2004:14). Although peaceful cooperation may also be conducive to our self-

preservation, fear of punishment is the only reliable way to curb our egoistic behavior. "Covenants 

without the sword are but words, and of no strength to secure a man at all" (Corning, 2004:14). 

Therefore, Corning (2004) argues that the state is primarily an instrumentality for curbing our 

natural appetites and assuring mutual self-preservation; it amounts to nothing more than a contingent 
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social contract. Furthermore, only an absolute monarchy (a "leviathan") can be truly effective in 

preventing anarchy. Hobbes, like the Epicureans, also viewed "justice" as a meaningless term. It 

amounts to whatever a person can get, and keep, and the good life is merely the sum of our separate 

self-interests. 

Corning (2004) has stated also that the other great English social contract theorist, John Locke, lived 

in a very different, less turbulent period and pursued a different political agenda. As a self-appointed 

spokesman for a rising middle class that wanted to curb the power of the monarchy, Locke, 

according to Corning (2004) adopted a sharply contrasting set of assumptions about the state of 

nature. Whereas Hobbes viewed his fellow men darkly as the slaves of restless, irrational passions, 

Coming (2004) asserts that Locke in his Two Treatises of Government, portrayed humankind as 

fundamentally rational; the state of nature was therefore, a condition of peace and mutual aid. 

Humans are also endowed with certain inherent "natural rights," especially property rights (Corning, 

2004). Hence, societies (and governments) exist to preserve and enhance these rights; in effect, a 

society is a voluntary association for mutual benefits. According to Corning (2004), for Locke, the 

state does not exist to serve some vision of what is good for the community as a whole, or some 

disinterested concept of justice. The state's claims to power are circumscribed by its limited, 

contractual purpose. If this sounds familiar in Coming's (2004) view, it is because the fathers of the 

American Constitution were greatly influenced by Locke's thinking. As Grady and McGuire (1999 

cited in Corning, 2004) point out, modern constitutions are as much concerned with imposing 

constraints on the exercise of "sovereign power" as with any conception of the "general welfare." 
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According to Corning (2004), the new debate over the nature of politics and its role in human 

evolution was initiated by anthropologists Lionel Tiger and Robin Fox in their provocative 

popularization, The Imperial Animal of 1971 what they did, and with a certain relish, was to equate 

politics in human societies with dominance competition in the natural world. Thus politics is "a 

world of winners and losers." The political system, they claimed, is synonymous with a "dominance 

hierarchy." Coming (2004) continues that Tiger and Fox also recognized that dominance 

competition in nature also has a purpose. It is related to competition for scarce resources — nest sites, 

food, and especially obtaining mates. Tiger and Fox concluded that "the political system is the 

breeding system" (Coming, 2004: 7). Coming (2004) argues further that it is more often associated 

with leadership, the division of labor and cooperative activities of various kinds. It has become 

dissociated for the most part from breeding functions (with some notable exceptions, like Genghis 

Khan). Unfortunately, Tiger and Fox did not bring this crucial distinction into focus. Hence, in the 

end, we were left mainly with a loose analogy (Corning, 2004). 

Political scientist Dahl (1970) cited in Corning (2004) has written that a definition in effect is a 

proposed treaty governing the use of terms. The treaty embraces both idealist and realist models, and 

much more. It defines politics as being isomorphic with social cybernetics. To be specific: A 

political system is the cybernetic aspect, or "subsystem" of any socially organized, cooperating 

group or population. Politics in these term. refers to social processes that involve efforts to create, 

or to acquire control over, a cybernetic social system, as well as the process of exercising control 

(Dahl, 1970 cited in Coming, 2004). Power, in this definition, is essentially a means, not an end 

(Corning, 2004). Moreover, political power can be attained in many different ways in Coming's 
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(2004) assertion, including family inheritance, acquired wealth, seniority, expertise, merit, drawing 

straws, elections, the use of lethal force, and, yes, the often potent influence of amorous love. 

Coming (2004) however, contests that this definition of politics is not original. A cybernetic 

definition of politics is grounded in a biological – and functional – perspective and is related, 

ultimately, to the biological problem of survival and reproduction in, and for, organized societies. 

Politics, for Marx then, in Coming's (2004) view, is seen in negative terms. It is about class conflict, 

and political power, as Marx and Engels famously insisted in the Communist Manifesto (1976: 105 

cited in Coming, 2004), and is 'merely the organised power of one class for oppressing another'. 

Corning (2004) then argues in Marx's view that it logically follows from this that, once that conflict 

is ended through the overthrow of capitalism, there are no competing classes and therefore, by 

definition, no politics. For others, this Marxist vision is unrealistic—Ideal fancy' in Berlin's words 

(1969: 118 cited in Corning, 2004) failing to take into account human nature's tendency towards 

difference, striving, and competition. 

2.3.2 Political Participation 

Political Participation, in the view of Odame (2010) is the equal involvement in decision-making, 

whether in policy making, planning, or adfninistration. Within a political context, this could mean 

involvement in needs assessment, project formulation, implementation, or evaluation. It requires 

involvement of the women of the community affected by the decisions taken. For example, within a 

local administration setting, this relates to ensuring equality of opportunity for both men and 
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women, in terms of staff development, opportunities and promotion procedures, or equal voice for 

workers in the district assembly. 

Verba and Nie (1972:2) quoted in Allah-Mensah (2005:26) see political participation "as legal 

activities which directly or indirectly points to influencing the selection of and the actions of 

government officials." In addition, Allah-Mensah (2005) states that it involves partaking in the 

formulation, passage and implementation of public policies with more emphasis on representative 

democracy. It is therefore, an empowering process that allows people to do their own analysis. She 

draws from Nelson and Wright to distinguish between two forms of participation: Participation as a 

means and participation as an end. As a means, participation in her view is used to accomplish the 

aims of a project more efficiently, effectively or cheaply; and as an end, it has to do with a 

community setting up a process to control its own development. In spite of its diversity, it implies 

power relations between members of a community on one hand and between them and the state and 

its institutions on the other hand. 

According to Anarwat and Longi (2007) in Ghana, the low involvement of women in politics dates 

back to the colonial era. The only woman in the Gold Coast Assembly was Miss Mabel Dove 

Danquah who was elected to the Assembly in 1954. Allah-Mensah (2005) argued however, that 

Ghana is one of the first African countries tb introduce a quota system for women in 1960. In that 

year, the CPP passed a law allowing for the nomination of ten women to the National Assembly 

(Tamale, 1999: 23 cited in Allah-Mensah, 2005). Tsikata (2001) equally states that in 1960, 10 

women were elected into parliament by a special ballot box organized by the Convention People's 

Party (CPP) government. 
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Anarwat and Longi (2007) observed that it is interesting to note that the 1960 Women Members Act 

did not go without opposition from the male counterparts in parliament. Anarwat and Longi (2007) 

continued that one of the male members wanted no 'Pancake' ladies and 'Lip stick' women in their 

august Assembly. Notwithstanding these negative protests, Anarwat and Longi (2007) argued that 

the pancake-women demonstrated to the dismay of the Assembly their worth by their immeasurable 

captivating and inspiring contributions to policy formulation that changed public life in Ghana 

(Anarwat and Longi, 2007). The ECOWAS Observation Mission (EOM) led by H.E. Chief 

Olusegun Obasanjo to monitor the conduct of the Presidential and Parliamentary elections in Ghana 

on 7th  December, 2012 reports that while women's participation as voters in the electoral process 

was massively impressive, their aspirations for elective positions in the Presidential and 

Parliamentary Elections were severely limited. There were no women among the seven candidates 

in the Presidential election. Of the 1, 332 candidates vying for the 275 parliamentary seats, only 133 

were women, constituting a paltry 10 percent. Out of the 133 women who contested the 

parliamentary elections, only 29 were elected (EOM, 2012). See Table 2.1 below. 

Table 2.1: Number of Women in Parliament by Election Years 

Year 1960 1965 1969 1979 .1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 

No. of Seats 104 104 140 140 200 200 200 230 230 275 

Women 10 19 1 5  15 18 19 25 20* 29 

% of total 9.6 18.2 0.7 3.5 .8 9 9.5 10.9 9 10.5 

Source: Adapted and updated from Allah-Mensah (2005), and Myjoyonline.com  (2012). 

*The number was reduced to 19 when the female MP for Chereponi died and the seat was won by a 

man. 
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2.3.3 Political Culture 

According to Chilton (1988), "Political culture" is potentially a powerful, unifying concept of 

political science. He stated that when it was first proposed by Gabriel Almond in 1956 and 

subsequently employed in The Civic Culture (Almond and Verba, 1963; cited in Chilton, 1988), the 

term promised to solve in a scientific, cross-culturally valid way the micro-macro problem: the 

classic problem of specifying how people affect their political system, and vice versa. "Culture" (and 

thus political culture) was understood to transcend the individual, but not to the extent that it negated 

individual action entirely (Chilton, 1988). Chilton (1988) argues that true, individuals were 

socialized into their culture, but they also produced and reproduced it. He continued that culture was 

also understood to constrain political systems, without being identical to them: only certain systems 

could "fit" a given culture, but the unintended consequences of institutions might alter the culture 

that created them. Chilton (1988) expatiates that the success of anthropologists in studying culture 

assured political scientists that, properly defined;  "political culture" could be studied in all societies. 

Although formalizing and operationalizing the concept might require new methods, new data, and 

new theories, the concept itself seemed unproblematic (Corning, 1988). 

Almond (1956) argued that despite its surface simplicity, political culture has presented surprisingly 

complex conceptual problems. Almond's (1956:396 quoted in Chilton, 1988: 419) initial 

formulation defined political culture as the "particular pattern of orientation to political action." 

Almond and Verba (1963 in Chilton, 1988: 420) revised this conceptualization to the "distribution 

of patterns of orientation"-a more individual-level conceptualization. Chilton (1998) continued that 
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since those formulations were first proposed, many theoretical works have noted problems in 

defining, measuring, and testing hypotheses in political culture. Chilton (1988) says this stream of 

criticisms parallels and to some extent overlaps a second stream of new conceptualizations of the 

concept. These new conceptualizations do not retire older ones; they only jostle them for attention. 

For Chilton (1988) such a proliferation of conceptualizations is natural for an important, widely used 

concept like political culture, but thirty years of conceptualizations and theoretical criticisms have 

failed to redeem the earlier promise of the concept. Thus, political culture remains a suggestive 

rather than a scientific concept as concluded by Chilton (1988). 

Chilton (2005) stated that broadly speaking, the criteria for conceptualizations of political culture 

arise from three general concerns: a) that political culture offer distinctively new forms of 

analysism, particularly those appropriate to the micro-macro problem; b) that the concept not be 

limited to specific cultures or predicated upon a priori empirical assumptions; c) and that it be of 

scientific value. He believes the specific criteria come from Almond's Parsonian conceptualization 

of culture and from the necessities of comparative politics and of social science in general. Chilton 

(2005) employed these criteria to assess five conceptualizations of political culture: Kohlberg 

(1984), Colby and Kohlberg (1987) and Chilton (1988) classic Civic Culture Approach, Daniel 

Elazar's (1966; 1970) analysis of US subcultures, Kenneth Jowitt (1974) and Archie Brown's 

analyses of Marxist-Leninist political culture and Lowell Dittmer's "symbol system" approach. 

Chilton (2005) argued that these five represent a wide range of approaches. Furthermore, within 

political science they are also the best-known, the most widely used, and in his judgment the most 

successful conceptualizations of political culture. For him, if the criteria are useful, they should 
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apply to these five cases and if political science does in fact have an adequate conceptualization of 

political culture, it should be found among these. 

Chilton (2005) also argued that researchers in the tradition of The Civic Culture define political 

culture as the distribution of aggregated individual characteristics in a population. Research in this 

tradition typically employs sample surveys. For example, he cited that subjects in five countries 

were asked how they would feel if their sons or daughters were to marry opposition party 

supporters; the responses show that the five countries differ in the distribution of responses. 

However, for Chilton (2005), the conceptualization of political culture represented by this approach 

fails to satisfy the following criteria: supramembership, sharedness, inequality, and objective 

testability. He argues that it identifies political culture with the aggregate characteristics of 

individuals, and therefore does not satisfy the supramembership criterion. The only thing social 

actors "share," in Chilton's (2005) view, in their political culture, according to this 

conceptualization, is their common existence within a society having the given distribution of 

individual characteristics. For him, this is the concern of contextual analysis, not political culture: 

the political culture in the Civic Culture formulation is not "shared" in any interpersonal sense, and 

thus does not satisfy the sharedness criterion. Again, since each respondent is weighted equally in 

determining the political culture, for him, it also does not meet the inequality criterion. Also, 

because no non-problematic standards ekist for the characterization of political culture, this 

approach does not fulfill the objective testability criterion. 

Chilton (2005) argues that in addition, conceptualizations of the type offered in The Civic Culture 

may not satisfy the unrestricted applicability criterion if the individual characteristics studied are not 
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found in all societies. For example, Almond and Verba (1963 in Chilton, 2005) studied "attitude 

toward inter-party marriage," but for him a party system may not exist in every polity or may have 

different meanings in different polities. He argued that researchers have no transcendent justification 

for identifying social objects in different societies with one another. Such methods certainly show 

that individual, cultural and social-structural differences exist, but cannot determine whether such 

differences make any substantial difference to the political process (Scheuch, 1967, 1968 in Chilton, 

1988, 2005). The major competitor to the Civic Culture tradition according to Chilton (2005) is that 

begun by Daniel Elazar's (1966, 1970) influential analyses of subcultures in the United States. 

Chilton (2005) stated that Elazar (1966, 1970) identifies three U.S. subcultures: the traditionalistic, 

the moralistic, and the individualistic. These subcultures dominate different regions of the country, 

and each has a distinctive set of values, which in turn create a distinctive form of politics. 

Chilton (1988, 2005) continued that despite his description of specific political subcultures, Elazar 

(1966, 1970) presents no coherent conceptualization of political culture per se-that is, of what 

constitutes culture in the abstract. He cites several works; Almond's (1956) conceptualization 

(Elazar, 1966:84, 1970: 256), The Civic Culture (Elazar, 1966:85, 1970:258), and various 

anthropologists and linguists (Elazar, 1970:257) but according to Chilton (2005) he does not appear 

actually to use their methods. He argued that Elazar (1966, 1970) does not, for example, conduct 

surveys in the manner of The Civic Cultute to delineate the beliefs and extent of each culture, 

although he apparently makes use of surveys collected for other purposes. For Chilton (2005), his 

Cities of the Prairie alternates between regarding political culture as determined by the "political 

style, questions, issues, and processes of the locality" (Elazar, 1970:454 cited in Chilton, 1988, 

2005) and as defined by these factors (Elam., 1970:455 cited in Chilton, 1988, 2005). Chilton 
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(1998, 2005) argues that while Elazar (1966, 1970) may be an acute observer of U.S. political 

orientations, his method is not presented clearly enough to be generalized, and his basic theory of 

culture is nonexistent. 

Chilton (1998, 2005) therefore, concludes that Elazar's (1966, 1970) conceptualization does not 

satisfy at least criteria unrestricted applicability and nonreductionism. He freely acknowledges 

(Elazar, 1970:280) that his focus on democracy makes his work readily applicable only to the 

United States. He went further to state that if Elazar (1970) really wishes to insist on the connection 

of his conceptualization to that of The Civic Culture, then he imports that work's theoretical 

problems. For Chilton (1998, 2005), clearly Elazar (1966, 1970) knows more than he is telling us, 

but his focus solely on the United States, and particularly the general ambiguity of his 

conceptualization, renders it theoretically inadmissible. 

Jowitt (1974 cited in Chilton, 2005) defines political culture as the informal organization of the state 

... the set of informal, adaptive postures-behavioral and attitudinal-that emerges in response to and 

interacts with the set of formal definitions-ideological, policy, and institutional-that characterize a 

given level of society. This conceptualization according to Chilton (2005) leads into a fascinating 

interpretive analysis of the problems faced by Communist regimes in attempting to replace the pre-

existing political culture with a Marxist-Leninist one. He continues that Jowitt's conceptualization 

has an unusual combination of strengths and weaknesses. For him, unlike Elazar (1970), Jowitt 

(1974) rightly excludes social structure from culture by differentiating formal rules and informal 

adaptations. However, for him, Jowitt (1974) confuses a hypothesis about the relationship of regime 

and culture with a conceptualization of the latter when he assumes that political culture arises and 
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exists only as an adaptation to a regime. How culture originates and whether it is the cause or effect 

of regime structure are empirical issues. Chilton argued that we can, however, ignore the issue of 

how the adaptations arise and simply look at what sort of sociological object they are. From this 

perspective, he posits that Jowitt's (1974) conceptualization may satisfy the supramembership 

criterion, although Jowitt (1974) does not clearly specify how "informal, adaptive postures" are to be 

measured. Chilton thinks that Jowitt's (1974) conceptualization probably does not satisfy the 

sharedness criterion, however, because there is, no guarantee that responses to a regime will be 

shared. Like the Civic Culture's orientations, responses to a regime may be quite diverse. 

Chilton (2005) further explains that his conceptualization of culture as the response to a regime 

clearly sees culture as manipulatable to some extent by the regime, and thus satisfies the inequality 

criterion. Jowitt (1974:1173 cited in Chilton, 2005) discusses at length the response to a regime 

evidenced in adaptive behavior; the conceptualization thus meets the behavioral criterion. The post-

behavioral criterion is met because for Chilton, Jowitt defines culture as a set of postures guiding 

action, not as the action itself. Chilton (2005) thinks the conceptualization satisfies criterion 

unrestricted applicability only if we are willing to assume that every society has, in Jowitt's 

(1974:1173 cited in Chilton, 2005), a "set of formal definitions-ideological, policy, and 

institutional." This assumption, according to Chilton is valid for nation-states, the objects of Jowitt's 

(1974) research, but it is less plausible for tribal societies, for example, and is implausible for small, 

nongovernmental institutions like families or small groups. Chilton (2005) further argues that 

perhaps Jowitt (1974) could clarify the concept of "formal definitions" to permit its application to 

such cases, but the point is strained. In any event, Jowitt (1974) does not argue it. Chilton (2005) 

states that within these constraints, however, the conceptualization does seem to satisfy the non- 
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reductionism criterion because it permits free exploration of each society's unique adaptations 

(Chilton, 2005). 	Concluding on Jowitt's (1974) work, Chilton (2005) argues that the 

conceptualization does not satisfy either the 'objective testability or comparability criterion. 

Comparing it to the Civic Culture conceptualization and others similar to it, Jowitt's (1974) 

conceptualization for Chilton (2005) is not readily susceptible to objective standards of hypothesis-

testing that uses objective data. He further assesses that, in addition, the conceptualization is global 

and intuitive, making comparisons of cultures difficult. Therefore, Jowitt's (1974) conceptualization 

must also be judged inadmissible. 

The next on Chilton's (2005) analysis is Archie Brown's (1977 cited in Chilton, 2005) 

conceptualization of political culture which he argues includes a potpourri of social elements: the 

subjective perception of history and politics, the fundamental beliefs and values, the foci of 

identification and loyalty, and the political knowledge and expectations which are the product of the 

specific historical experiences of nations, and groups. Chilton (2005) explains that as with Jowitt's 

(1974) complex definition, this combination of elements produces at once both strength and 

weakness. The strength of Brown's conceptualization according to Chilton (2005) arises from its 

deliberate demarcation of a set of interesting elements to study. Far more than a conceptualization, 

Chilton (2005) posits that Brown's (1977) phrase carries an entire implicit theory: of where culture 

comes from (historical experiences of nations and groups); of its manifestation in shared group 

symbols "foci of identification and loyalty); and of its manifestation in individuals ("subjective 

perceptions" and "fundamental beliefs and values"). In consequence, Brown's (1977) approach has 

led to a variety of suggestive empirical results (Brown and Gray, 1977; cited in Chilton, 2005). 
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This same strength here is however, also the source of theoretical weakness, according to Chilton 

(2005). For him, it is one thing to catalogue the concomitants of political culture; it is quite another 

to define it. By calling his phrase a conceptualization, Brown (1977), conflates individual 

(subjective) perceptions and group symbols (foci of identification and loyalty) (Chilton, 2005). 

Chilton (2005) asserts that in the discussion of The Civic Culture in preceding pages, these are 

distinct social elements, which satisfy different subsets of the nine criteria. To the theorist, in 

Chilton's (2005) view, the conjoining of these elements - in the absence of further conceptual 

integration of their disparate aspects - results in a combination of their separate weaknesses, not 

their strengths. Chilton (2005) also contests thaf just as we saw when examining the Civic Culture 

conceptualization, which Brown's (1977) closely resembles this aspect of his conceptualization 

prevents it from satisfying several of the criteria mentioned above. Chilton (2005) thinks that as a 

rough and ready guide to political culture's theoretical environment, Brown's (1977) phrase has been 

empirically productive. As a conceptualization of political culture, however, the phrase requires 

additional coordination of its separate elements. 

Chilton (2005) further examined Dittmer's (1977) work in which political culture is defined as a 

system of political symbols, which system nests within a more inclusive system that we might term 

political communication. Chilton (2005) argues that this conceptualization turns sharply away from 

the weakness of individual-centered conceptualizations like Almond and Verba's (1963), and yet 

does not rely on the presence or absence of (nonuniversal) political institutions. The 

conceptualization accordingly differs from previous conceptualizations in satisfying all but the last 

two theoretical criteria. For Chilton (2005), the conceptualization satisfies the supramembership 

criterion because the symbols of political discourse are used in communication, which by definition 
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goes beyond the individual. It fulfills the sharedness criterion to the extent that these symbols have 

common meaning. Chilton (2005) argues that Dittmer (1997) does not explore what becomes of the 

nature or status of a symbol if, as some studies show, it means different things to different people. 

He cautioned for a note that the conceptualization's problem with sharedness is different from that of 

Almond and Verba's The Civic Culture, which makes the distribution of differences the very 

centerpiece of its conceptualization. Chilton (2005) postulates that Dittmer (1997) hopes his 

symbols are shared, but cannot prove they are. However in Almond and Verba's The Civic Culture, 

the issue is irrelevant. 

Chilton (2005) expatiates that a long research tradition discusses how people have, or might have, 

differential degrees of control over the meaning and use of symbols; accordingly, Dittmer's (1977) 

conceptualization meets the inequality criterion. Dittmer's (1997) conceptualization for Chilton 

(2005) also satisfies the behavioral criterion, since people's symbolically mediated understanding of 

the political world determines in pan their political behavior (Hewitt, 1979 cited in Chilton, 2005). 

Moreover, although symbols affect behavior, they are not identical with it: they are neither defined 

in terms of it, nor a perfect empirical determinant of it. Thus, Chilton (2005) argues that Dittmer's 

(1977) conceptualization also meets the post-behavioral criterion. Symbols appear to have similar 

functions in all societies. Therefore, as long as social scientists do not restrict themselves to any 

particular medium of communication or 'class of symbols, Dittmer's (1977) conceptualization 

satisfies the unrestricted applicability criterion. 

Chilton (2005) elucidates that each culture deals uniquely with the objective conditions it faces, and 

this uniqueness is expressed in its symbols. Symbolic meaning within the culture must be accurately 
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understood, of course: researchers must not use an ethnocentric interpretive framework to establish 

meanings. Chilton (2005) thus argues that assuming this caveat is heeded the study of culture in 

terms of symbols should do justice to the uniqueness of each culture, and Dittmer's (1977) 

conceptualization should meet the criterion of non-reductionism. However, for Chilton (2005), 

Dittmer's (1977) conceptualization has difficulty satisfying the comparability criterion. Cross-

cultural comparison of symbols is difficult, because every symbol is meaningful only within a larger 

symbol system or subsystem of the culture (Geertz, 1973 in cited Chilton, 2005). Chilton (2005) is 

of the view that intercultural comparisons consequently require the comparison of entire symbol 

systems (or subsystems), not individual symbols; and, as has sometimes been the case in past 

national character studies, social scientists are reduced to comparing these systems/subsystems 

through intuitive global judgments. A similar problem arises in assessing the internal coherence of a 

culture by comparing symbol subsystems. 

Chilton (2005) further explains that global characterizations of culture allow cross-cultural testing 

only if culture-free dimensions of comparison can be found. Such culture-free dimensions are 

notoriously scarce. Global characterization in Chilton's (2005) view also offers no way to test 

whether specific aspects of the symbol system are consonant with the global characterization. For 

example, Chilton (2005) cites Pye (1972) as asking, referring to Clifford Geertz's (1973) description 

of the Balinese cockfight, what is the reldtionship between the important place that cockfighting 

occupies in Balinese culture and the violent intra-village slaughtering of Balinese [by] each other 

after the unsuccessful Communist coup of 1965. It is "plausible" that the two are related, as Pye 

(1972) notes in Chilton's (2005) view, but social scientists desire a more objective criterion than 

plausibility. Therefore, Dittmer's (1977) conceptualization does not meet the objective testability 
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criterion. Despite its failure to meet the two last criteria, Chilton (2005) stated that Dittmer's (1977) 

approach marks a considerable theoretical advance. Its problems with comparability and objective 

testability turn out to be resolvable through .a little theoretical finesse involving the cognitive 

structure of symbol systems. Conceptualizations such as the one elaborated in Almond and Verba's 

The Civic Culture, on the other hand for Chilton (2005) remain trapped in a morass of problems 

arising from their individual-level origins. It may be that these latter formulations can be 

resuscitated somehow, but he can see no way of doing so (Chilton, 2005). 

A new conceptualization of political culture is one given by Chilton (1988; 2005). He sees the 

concept as all "publicly common ways of relating within the collectivity" (p.427). This 

conceptualization according to Chilton (2005) satisfies a supramembership criterion, because the 

public commonness of a way of relating is not a characteristic of the individual (or of arbitrarily 

aggregated individuals). For him, one cannot determine if a culture exists by examining individuals 

in isolation. The conceptualization is also seen to satisfy tautologically a sharedness criterion, 

because in his understanding, a culture is said to exist only insofar as its ways of relating are 

publicly common, i.e., shared. 

Chilton (1988, 2005) proposed that the conceptualization fulfills an inequality criterion, because it 

does not assume that social actors have equhl ability to establish public commonness. He stated that 

one can at least imagine the possibility that differentials of power could give social actors 

differential control over what way of relating is publicly common. For Chilton (2005), the present 

conceptualization assumes neither equality nor inequality, but simply points to the empirical issue of 

how public commonness is established and maintained. The proposed conceptualization according 
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to Chilton (2005), obviously meets the behavioral criterion, because the definition of any social 

situation makes some behaviours more appropriate than others. The way people define situations, 

and the effect of those definitions on behavior, constitute the subject matter of symbolic 

interactionism. 

I believe that though the above conceptualization of political culture by Chilton, (1988, 2005) has 

made an attempt to encompass different spectrums of societal being, it has fallen short by not 

specifically stating the equality levels of men and women in the "public commonness". Thus, there 

is the need for Chilton's (2005) conceptualization of political culture to be seriously engendered to 

give the parameters within which men and women in a given culture can be part of the "public 

commonness" in order to have sustainable democratic political systems. 

2.3.4 Political Socialization 

Hanna Wass in her work Generations and Socialization into Political Participation, the term 

political socialization first appeared in the study of political science in 1959 when Herbert Hyman 

published a book Political Socialization. For her, Hyman (1959) defined the concept as the learning 

of social patterns mediated by various socialization agencies whose social positions this learning 

process correspond. 

Also, Emamjomezadeh, Mahmoodoghli, Rahbargazi, and Keshavarz (2012) see political 

socialization as a process through which people in a certain society get familiar with political system 

which includes understanding of politics to an acceptable degree and their reactions to political 
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phenomena. In its specific sense, Emamjomezadeh and associates (2012) postulate that political 

socialization implicates the transfer and acquisition process of values, roles, and sociopolitical 

behaviours in a particular society. For Emamjomezadeh and associates (2012), according to Almond 

and Verda (1963), political socialization is part of the continuous process of social order which is 

responsible for teaching certain political behaviors to the new members of a society in order to make 

them think in keeping with the changing political system they are living in (Almond & Verba, 1963 

cited in Emamjomezadeh et.al, 2012). Emamjomezadeh and associates (2012) argue that Nnoli 

(1990) puts it that, socialization is a process through which members of a society gradually 

internalize and appropriate various physical, cultural, technological, and aesthetic values of a society 

throughout their lives. Therefore, in political perspective, socialization is having assumptions and 

perspectives about information and certain behavioral patterns with respect to the government and 

its various activities in the people of society. The assumptions might be official or unofficial, overt 

or invisible, desired or without any planning. 

Furthermore, Owen (2008) agrees with Rush (1992) when she asserted that political socialization is 

the process by which citizenship orientations are transmitted, is conditioned by shifts in the political, 

social, and economic contexts at the community, nation-state, and international levels. She argues 

that having a strong grasp of how the socialization process works can provide us with tremendous 

insights into the changes that are going do in a society and how they are affecting democratic 

regimes. 

From the foregone analysis, politics, political participation, political culture and political 

socialization are complementary in nature. One works to promote the other to give a justice and 
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equitable society. What seems to be missing however, in these concepts is a gender dimension. For 

instance, how does politics ensure the involvement of women and men in the polity or-state? How 

does political participation promote equal involvement of women and men in politics? How does a 

political culture allow women and men to participate equally in politics? And finally, how does 

political socialization orientate women and men for effective political participation in the polity or 

state? These are perennial questions which will help us to give correct conceptualizations of the 

above concepts in order for them to give a just and equitable society in Ghana and the rest of the 

world. 

2.4 Gender, Political Participation and Political Culture 

This sub-section presents the concepts of gender and political participation, gender and political 

culture and gender and sustainable democracy. 

2.4.1 Gender and Political Participation 

According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the term gender denotes: The 

qualities associated with men and women that are socially and culturally, than biologically 

determined. Gender includes the way in which society differentiates appropriate behaviour and 

access to power for women and men. Although the details vary from society to society and change 

over time, gender relations tend to include a strong element of inequality between women and men 

and are strongly influenced by ideology (UNDP, 1986; cited in Onuoha, n.d). 
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According to ABANTU for Development (2004), traditional prejudices, beliefs and perceptions, 

gender discrimination and low levels of literacy have contributed to low level of women's 

participation in the policy-making process in Ghana. There is also evidence of the lack of political 

will and commitment by political parties and the executive arm of various governments to facilitate 

women's effective participation in politics and decision-making. In his examination of the Ghanaian 

political spectrum, especially the dynamics of political representation and participation, Edward 

Akita (2010) argues in line with ABANTU for Development (2004) that women representation and 

participation seemed to be skewed towards one particular gender-the male. Ghana operates a 

Parliamentary democracy which calls for fair and equal representation. 

2.4.2 Gender and Political Culture 

Kandawasvika-Nhundu (2009) argues that local traditional/cultural beliefs and values form one of 

the most important impediments to the participation of women in most facets of public life. African 

traditions have mainly defined and ascribed separate roles to males and females. While the male 

roles are more empowering, the female roles are disempowering. These gender roles and societal 

expectations hinder the participation of women in politics. 

USAID/Ghana states that Ghana is not an exception to the above situation. In a Final Report on 

Ghana Democracy and Governance Assessment, USAID/Ghana (2011) argues that a principal 

constraint to gender equity in Ghana is the strength of traditional authorities. The chieftaincy is an 

overwhelmingly male-dominated institution, even in many matrilineal societies. This is especially 

problematic in the north and in rural areas, where state structures are weakest, because traditional 
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authorities tend to possess greater authority in locales where the state is not active. The strength of 

traditional authorities and male dominance reinforces and legitimates gender discrimination. 

2.5 Gender and Sustainable Democracy 

The importance of women's participation in national governance for Helgesen (2011) has been 

established at the highest level of international policy on human rights, equality and equity. In 

African democracies, the case for women's participation has gained further momentum, as women's 

participation in politics and governance has been recognized as an indicator of democratic 

governance. Yet, in the West African sub-region, the percentage of women in national governance 

remains below the minimum target of 30% (Helgesen, 2011). Helgesen (2011) argues that no 

discussion is more important for gender equality than that of democracy and gender because it is 

about power and influence over the very political processes that in turn determine development, 

peace and security, and human rights. For her, democracy and gender equality are two of the most 

universally accepted notions in today's world. Yet, democracy's great promise is often not translated 

into a meaningful reality for citizens. And gender equality is even farther from being meaningfully 

realized. Hegesen (2011) therefore, argues that democracy cannot be fully realized unless there is 

equality between citizens, and that includes equality between women and men. Democracy will also 

not be realized if there is numerical equality but not popular control over public decision-making. 

Kandawasvika-Nhundu (2009) captures succinctly that the present ideal for democracy and for that 

matter sustainable democracy is that it should be inclusive, participatory, representative, accountable 

and transparent. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.0 introduction 

This chapter discusses the research methodology employed in the research, which includes the 

specific research methods used and the overall research methodological framework employed. 

3.1 The Research Location 

Northern Ghana comprises the three northernmost administrative regions of Ghana: the Upper West 

Region, Upper East Region and Northern Region. Northern Ghana shares international boundaries 

with Burkina Faso to the north, Togo to the east and La Cote D'Ivoire to the lower southwest. To the 

south, Northern Ghana shares regional boundaries with the Brong Ahafo and Volta Regions 

(Awedoba, 2006). 

3.1.1 Selecting the Study Area and Communities 

The three regional capitals of the north: Bolgatanga, Wa and Tamale, where formal politics tended 

to be concentrated were purposely selected. Statistics show that the three northern regions have low 

levels of literacy, especially among women and in the rural areas (FAO, 2012). Hence, if the study is 
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situated outside the main capitals of the regions, it might be difficult to get the people with the right 

knowledge to answer the research questions. 

3.1.2 Profile of the Study Area 

The study area comprised of the three regional capitals of the three northern regions. These are 

Tamale (Northern Region), Bolgatanga (Upper East Region) and Wa (Upper West Region). 

Fig 3.1: A Map Showing the Study regions and locations where the data was collected: Bolgtanga, 

Wa and Tamale. 
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The Tamale Metropolitan Assembly (TaMA) was established under Legislative Instrument (L.I) 

1801 of 2004. It is one of the six Metropolitan Assemblies in the country and the only Metropolis in 
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northern Ghana. TaMA has three sub-metros comprising Tamale Central, North and South. The 

Assembly has a total membership of 97 of which 64 are elected, 29 Government appointees, three 

Members of Parliament and one Metropolitan Chief Executive. There are a total of 197 communities 

in the Metropolis of which 33 are urban communities. The Tamale Metropolis shares boundaries 

with six other districts namely the Savelugu-Nanton to the north, Yendi Municipal Assembly to the 

east, Tolon-Kumbungu to the west, Central and East Gonja to the south (Tamale Metropolitan 

Assembly, 2012). 

3.1.3.2. Bolgatanga Municipal 

The Bolgatanga Municipal Assembly with its capital- Bolgatanga was established by (LI) 1797 of 

2004. Bolgatanga is also the capital town of the Upper East region. The Municipality is divided into 

three (3) administrative zones which are; Bolgatanga, Zuarugu and Sumbrungu-Sherigu zonal 

councils. The Bolgatanga Municipal Assembly has one constituency, thirty-seven (37) electoral 

areas with a total number of two hundred and thirteen (213) communities and thirty-seven (37) unit 

committees. The total membership of the Assembly is fifty-five (55) made up of thirty-seven (37) 

elected members, sixteen (16) appointed members, a Member of Parliament and the Municipal Chief 

Executive. The Assembly is bordered to the north by the Bongo District, to the south and east by 

Talensi-Nabdam District and to the west 13y the Kassena-Nankana East Municipality (Bolgatanga 

Municipal Assembly, 2012). 
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3.1.4.3 Wa Municipal 

Wa Municipal Assembly was created out of the-then Wa District in 2004 with legislative instrument 

(L1) 1800. The Assembly is empowered as the highest political and administrative body in the 

Municipality charged with the responsibility of facilitating the implementation of national policies 

(Wa Municipal Assembly, 2012). The Municipal Assembly is composed of the General Assembly 

and its Secretariat, Departments of the Assembly, 5 Zonal Councils, 1 Urban Council and 73 Unit 

Committees. The General Assembly has a membership of 43, 2/3 of which is elected and 1/3 

appointed by government. The Wa Municipality shares administrative boundaries with the Nadowli 

District Assembly to the north, the Wa East District Assembly to the east and south and the Wa 

West District Assembly to the west and south (Wa Municipal Assembly, 2012). 

3.2.1 Approaches to the Research 

The study depended largely on qualitative data interspersed with quantitative data in the data 

collection and analysis. The two approaches differ markedly from each other in several ways but 

complement each other (Neuman, 2006). The nature of the data determined the differences between 

the two approaches. In the view of Neuman (2006), quantitative research often relies on 

interpretative or critical social science. It efnphasizes on measuring variables and testing hypothesis 

that are linked. 

On the one hand, the quantitative research approach involves the use of numerical and statistical 

procedures in a manner that facilitates the quantitative measurement of the research results (Kane, 
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1995 cited in Abagre, 2012). Qualitative research on the other hand for Corban and Straus, (2008) 

allows a researcher to get an inner experience of participants and to determine how meanings are 

formed through culture and to discover rather than testing variables, depending largely on narratives, 

descriptions and explanations (Corban and Straus, 2008). The justification for the use of both 

qualitative and quantitative data goes in line with Osuala's (2007 cited in Abagre, 2012) assertion 

that one approach cannot answer all questions and provide insights on all issues. 

3.2.2. The Research Process 

An outline of the research was done which allowed the researcher to undertake the study 

systematically. Below is a step-by-step outline of how the research was done by the researcher. 

1. Specification of the research problem and contact with research supervisor. 

2. Review of relevant literature on gender, political culture and sustainable democracy. 

3. Determining the Sampling design and determining the sources and techniques of data collection. 

4. Preparation of research tools and contact with research supervisor. 

5. A research budget preparation and recruitment and training of research assistants. 

6. Field visits, data collection and presentation and analysis of the data collected. 

7. Contact with research supervisor. 

3.3 Study Design 

This study employed a non-experimental design in line with Nzioki's (2007) Consolidation of 

Democracy and Political Culture: An Analysis of Young Elites and the Media, the Case of Kenya 
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because as Nzioki (2007) puts it, behaviour can change in time affecting the measurement of 

variables. Thus, a cross-sectional design also termed as quasi-experimentation or quasi control 

design was preferred. According to Johnson and Josslyn (1995) cited in Nzioki (2007) data analysis 

rather than experimental manipulation is used to draw conclusions about the effect of the 

independent variable; it has the virtues of allowing observation of phenomenon in their natural 

settings. Manheim and Rich (1991) cited in Nzioki (2007) add that cross sectional designs give you 

"a snap shot of a moving target." This study, which is an inquiry into the political culture of men 

and women, entailed the measuring of attitudes and feelings towards Ghana's multiparty democracy, 

political structures, the incumbents and their role in it, explored six factors which are linked to 

political culture based on the literature reviewed on the political behaviour of this population group 

in Nzioki's (2007) view. 

Nzioki (2007) proposed that each of the factors carry a minimum of five questions and a maximum 

of seven some of which can be eliminated during analysis judged on their general contribution to the 

factor as a whole. These factors in my study measured political awareness, attitudes towards future 

developments in Ghana's political leadership and system (i.e. self role in Ghana's democracy), 

attitudes towards participation, attitudes and feelings towards the performance of the past and the 

incumbent political elites, attitudes and feelings towards the structures on which democracy operates 

(political parties, civil society, etc) and attitudes towards strong ethnic identity. 

52 

- 

because as Nzioki (2007) puts it, behaviour can change in time affecting the measurement of 

variables. Thus, a cross-sectional design also termed as quasi-experimentation or quasi control 

design was preferred. According to Johnson and Josslyn (1995) cited in Nzioki (2007) data analysis 

rather than experimental manipulation is used to draw conclusions about the effect of the 

independent variable; it has the virtues of allowing observation of phenomenon in their natural 

settings. Manheim and Rich (1991) cited in Nzioki (2007) add that cross sectional designs give you 

"a snap shot of a moving target." This study, which is an inquiry into the political culture of men 

and women, entailed the measuring of attitudes and feelings towards Ghana's multiparty democracy, 

political structures, the incumbents and their role in it, explored six factors which are linked to 

political culture based on the literature reviewed on the political behaviour of this population group 

in Nzioki's (2007) view. 

Nzioki (2007) proposed that each of the factors carry a minimum of five questions and a maximum 

of seven some of which can be eliminated during analysis judged on their general contribution to the 

factor as a whole. These factors in my study measured political awareness, attitudes towards future 

developments in Ghana's political leadership and system (i.e. self role in Ghana's democracy), 

attitudes towards participation, attitudes and feelings towards the performance of the past and the 

incumbent political elites, attitudes and feelings towards the structures on which democracy operates 

(political parties, civil society, etc) and attitudes towards strong ethnic identity. 

52 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



3.4 Sources and techniques of data collection 

Data was generated from both primary and secondary sources. In the generation of primary data, 

mixed instruments for data collection were necessitated by the combined research method as 

discussed below. 

3.4.1 Questionnaire 

According to Dawson (2002), a questionnaire consists of a set of questions presented to a 

respondent for answers. The respondents read the questions, interpret what is expected and then 

write down the answers themselves. It is called an Interview Schedule when the researcher asks the 

questions (and if necessary, explains them) and records the respondent's reply on the interview 

schedule (Dawson, 2002). One Hundred and Fifty (150) questionnaires comprising both open and 

closed ended questions designed by the researcher were administered to literate respondents who 

were 18 years and above by trained Research Assistants and the Researcher. Each northern regional 

capital had 50 questionnaires (Appendix II) administered to 25 males and 25 females each. 

3.4.2 Focus Group Discussions 

Adebo (2000) in his Training Manual on Participatory Rural Appraisal stated that focus group 

interviews/discussions are useful for obtaining general information about a community. FGDS are a 

useful tool for cross checking information. Group interviews require very careful preparation. The 

ideal group, according to Adebo (2000), should comprise between eight and fifteen people. 
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For Dawson (2002), FGDs are major tool for understanding people's thoughts and feelings. It is 

usually conducted by inviting six to ten people to gather for a few hours with a trained moderator to 

talk about the issue under study. The meeting is held in a pleasant place, and refreshments are served 

to create a relaxed environment. The moderator needs objectivity and knowledge of the subject. The 

moderator starts with a broad question before moving to more specific issues, encouraging open and 

easy discussion to bring out true feelings and thoughts. It is often held to help determine the 

accuracy of the information obtained in the questionnaire interview. Comments are recorded through 

note taking or videotaping and studied later to understand the problem under study (Dawson, 2002). 

This study set up three (3) Focus Group Discussions (Appendix IV) each for men and women in 

each regional capital given a total of 18 Focus Group Discussions. Each Focus Group Discussion 

involved six (6) participants. All the participants were interviewed on the same questions that 

appeared on the questionnaire. This was necessary to ascertain reasons informing restricted 

responses on the questionnaire. These were recorded by writing. 

3.4.3 Key informant interviews 

Chambers (1992) stipulates that key informant interviews involve enquiring who the experts are and 

seeking them out to obtain the desired information from them. In this study, three key informant 

interviews each were conducted for both males and females in the three northern regional capitals. A 

total of 18 Key Informant Interviews were conducted: Six (6) for each capital (three (3) for men and 

three (3) for women). Individual males and females as well as organizations, district, municipal and 

metropolitan assemblies, politicians as well as traditional leaders who I believed had in-depth 
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interviews each were conducted for both males and females in the three northern regional capitals. A 

total of 18 Key Informant Interviews were conducted: Six (6) for each capital (three (3) for men and 

three (3) for women). Individual males and females as well as organizations, district, municipal and 
- 

metropolitan assemblies, politicians as well as traditional leaders who I believed had in-depth 
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knowledge on the political culture of Tamale, Bolgatanga and Wa were interviewed. See Table 3.1 

for details. 

3.5 Population and sampling procedure 

According to Kumepkor (2003) and Yin (1993) the purpose of research is to be able to draw 

inferences or make generalizations based on samples of the parameters of the population from which 

the samples are taken. Sampling is thus a process of selecting a few from a bigger group to become 

the basis for predicting a fact, situation or outcome regarding the bigger group. Millar (2003) argues 

that researchers need to select only a few units from the universe for the purpose of their study in 

order to generalize for the population as this is often better than the whole population. 

3.5.1 Sampling design 

It was important to determine the sampling design for this study. This involves the determination of 

the sample population, sample frame and sample size, as well as the various sampling techniques for 

the selection of the different categories of the respondents in the final sample, including probability 

and non-probability techniques. Sampling ensures representativeness, proportionality in the 

distribution of the sample elements acros§ the study capitals and the reliability of the sources 

(Opoku, 2002 cited in Abagre, 2012). 
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3.5.2 Target Population 

According to Kumar (1999) cited in Abagre (2012) the population is the class/city/electorates from 

which you select a few students/families/electors, to sample. The research population comprised 

peasants, students/intellectuals, market women and men, people from the formal and informal 

sectors of Tamale, Bolgatanga and Wa in Ghana who were eighteen years and above. However, 

because of limited resources (financial), time and accessibility, I was restricted to men and women 

of voting age and only in the three capitals. I determined from my review that this category of 

people had attained some level of development and thus were able to articulate their views on some 

of the issues that fell within the purview of this research. 

Further, the questionnaire administration was restricted to people who had attained at least Senior 

High School level education, given the technical nature of the topic. It was important to administer 

the questionnaire among literates so as to obtain the desired responses to the questions as I presumed 

they had a certain level of academic knowledge about the political system of Ghana. 

3.5.3 Sampling Techniques 

A combination of probability and non-probability sampling techniques were used in this study. 

In probability sampling, every unit of the sample population has an equal chance of being selected 

(Bryman, 2008). It offers a high degree of representativeness and can be used to generalize for the 

entire population as the law of statistical regularity states that if on average, the sample chosen is at 
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random; the sample will have the same composition and characteristics as the universe (Yin. 1993). 

In the light of the above, the simple random sampling technique was applied in this study. 

Non-probability sampling has to do with the decision of the researcher to make informed choices of 

the sample units to employ in the research from the sample frame. In this case, selection of the 

sample is more purposive and does not claim credit for representativeness (Sarantakos, 1996 and 

Kumekpor, 2002). Non-probability sampling does not rule out bias in the sampling process. The 

researcher chooses the sample based on those he or she feels have the experience or can offer 

accurate information regarding the subject matter (Twumasi, 2001; Kumar, 1999). Some examples 

of non-probability sampling are purposive sampling, quota sampling and snowballing. The 

purposive sampling was used. 

3.5.3.1 Simple random sampling 

According to Johnson and Josslyn (1995) and Creswell (1994) all cited in Nzioki (2007) stated that 

simple random sampling is where every individual in the population stands an equal chance of being 

selected. Because random sampling may introduce sampling errors, efforts were made to reduce 

sampling errors, and thus increasing precision, by increasing the sample. 

Twenty five women and men of voting age within the capital cities of the Northern Regions had an 

equal chance of being selected for this study. The respondents were selected randomly that is any 

person who was 1 8 years and above and was a literate was automatically selected for the 
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questionnaire while literate and illiterate men and women of voting age were selected for the key 

informant interviews and focus group discussions. 

3.5.3.2 Stratified Sampling 

For the principal purpose of this study, the simple random sample was further stratified. A stratified 

sample has specific characteristics that may reflect the true characteristics of the population intended 

for the study (Creswell, 1994 cited in Nzioki, 2007). The stratification was done on the level of 

education and gender. To improve the reliability of the findings, the sample was selected from the 

three capital cities: Tamale, Bolgatanga and Wa. To obtain a stratified random sample, the 

population was divided into strata according to the regions. 

Both men and women were given equal number of 25 each in each regional capital. However, 

literates answered the questionnaire. In order not to leave out illiterates, especially women, the 

researcher gave a similar opportunity: three (3) FGDs and KII each to both men and women in each 

regional capital during the Focus Group Discussions and Key Informant Interviews. Here, illiterates 

were given equal opportunity and much attention during the study because they did not take part in 

answering the questionnaire. 

3.5.3.3 Purposive Sampling 

The use of purposive sampling for selecting Tamale, Bolgatanga and Wa has already been 

described. Purposive sampling was used to select the respondents for the Questionnaire (Appendix 
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II). Only literate people the researcher thought had knowledge on the political culture of Ghana were 

interviewed on the questionnaire. The justification for this technique is that such respondents were 

capable of providing accurate information from their academic and practical experiences from the 

issues that fell within the purview of the study. 

3.5.4 Sample Size 

In all, 150 questionnaires were distributed, 3 focus groups of 6 members each and 18 key informant 

interviews were conducted. This brings to the total, 186 respondents as shown in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1: Number of areas and respondents covered in the sample. 

Region Study location Questionnaire Focus 	Groups 

Discussions 

Key Informant Interviews 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Northern Tamale 

Metropolitan 

25 25 3 3 3 3 

Upper East Bolgatanga 

Municipal 

25 25 3 3 3 3 

Upper West Wa Municipal 25 25 3 3 3 3 

Total 75 75 9 9 9 9 

Source: Researcher's construct, Field Data (2013). 
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3.6 Data Analysis techniques 

Krueger and Neuman (2006) opine that data or information is what one gathers carefully according 

to rules or procedures which can be qualitatively expressed as words, pictures or objects or 

quantitatively expressed as numbers. According to Leedy (1997), data are those facts that any 

particular situation gives information or expressions to an observer. In analyzing data, Yin (1993) 

also concur that a number of closely related operations are performed with the purpose of 

summarizing the data collected and organizing them in a manner that they will answer the research 

questions. Osuala (2005), summits that descriptive research is the basis for all types of research 

assessing the situation as a prerequisite inference and generalization. The research employed largely 

qualitative and interspersed with the quantitative approach in examining the key issues in this 

research. 

3.6.1 Qualitative Data Analysis 

Qualitative data analysis is a very personal process with few rigid rules and procedures. For this 

purpose, the researcher needs to go through a process called Content Analysis. Content Analysis 

means analysis of the contents of an interview in order to identify the main themes that emerge from 

the responses given by the respondents (Davison, 2002). 

The qualitative analysis was largely a descriptive narrative involving discussions on the data 

gathered from the three regional capitals. Percentages and charts were drawn and the descriptions 

thereof. 
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3.6.2 Quantitative Data Analysis 

The quantitative data was analyzed through computer software. The Statistical Package for Social 

Scientists (SPSS) software was used to facilitate the generation of tables and figures. The software 

generated the tables and figures while descriptive explanations were made by the author. The 

justification for this choice is founded on the fact that it ensured a vivid impression of the data using 

pictorial forms such as charts, tables and graphs while at the same time gave the author the 

opportunity to explain the tables and figures generated. 

3.7 Ethical Considerations 

According to the University of Minnesota Center for Bioethics (2003), knowing what constitutes 

ethical research is important for all people who conduct research projects or use and apply the 

results from research findings. All researchers should be familiar with the basic ethical principles 

and have up-to-date knowledge about policies and procedures designed to ensure the safety of 

research subjects and to prevent sloppy or irresponsible research, because ignorance of policies 

designed to protect research subjects is not considered a viable excuse for ethically questionable 

projects. Therefore, the duty lies with the researcher to seek out and fully understand the policies 

and theories designed to guarantee upstanding research practices. Thus, in this study I adopted 

appropriate methodological procedures to avoid bias in the selection of samples and reporting the 

findings of the study. Thus findings were reported as they are, not as the researcher thought they 

should be, regarding the relationship between socio-cultural, religious factors and women's 

participation in politics and decision-making in Ghana. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

4.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents detailed discussions of the findings of the study. Findings from the capitals of 

the three Northern regions were considered and analyzed by cross-tabulation following the themes 

of analysis as derived from the research questions and objectives and the pattern of presentation 

largely directed by the conceptual overview and theoretical framework adopted for the study. The 

analytical approach was largely qualitative with few cases of quantitative analysis. 

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the respondents 

This section presents the background characteristics of the respondents of the three capital areas: 

Tamale, Wa and Bolgatanga using the cross-tabulation approach. The number of respondents was 

equal for each of the three capitals. The questionnaire respondents were (50) 33.3% for Tamale, (50) 

33.3% for Bolgatanga and (50) 33.3% for the Wa, the Key Informant Interviews were six (6) for 

each capital (three (3) for male and three (3) for female) while the Focus Group Discussions were 

also six (6) for each region(three (3) for male and three (3) for female). This was done so as to have 

equal views of the respondents. This was also facilitated by the simple random and stratified 

sampling techniques used. 
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Additionally, the researcher took the pain to acquaint himself with adequate methodological 

procedures that ensured professionalism in the implementation of the research process. 

An Informed Consent form (Appendix I) was administered to the respondents seeking their consent 

and explaining the rationale of the study and the confidentiality of the responses that they would 

give. Each respondent was assure that any information given would only be for the purpose of 

academic work and that their names would not be attached to the responses they give. 

3.8 Challenges of the Study 

Time management was a major issue in gathering the data. My ability to carry out my scheduled 

activities was very hectic because there were instances of completing a single questionnaire in more 

than the stipulated time because the respondents complained that the questionnaire was bulky or the 

questions posed were difficult to understand. 

Financial and material resources constitute an essential component of a research activity. I managed 

to save money just enough for the study. 
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Table 4.1: The Age Distribution of the respondents 

Age Tamale 

Male 	Female 

Bolgatanga 

Male 	Female 

Wa 

Male 	Female 

18-24 5 9 8 8 7 12 

25-34 10 11 13 7 12 7 

35-44 6 5 4 6 6 5 

45-54 4 0 0 2 0 1 

55-64 0 0 0 2 0 0 

65+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Source: Fieldwork (2013) 

Table 4.1 shows that in the Tamale Metropolis, respondents who were between the ages of 18-24 

were five (20%) males and nine (36%) females. Those who were between the ages of 25-34 were 10 

(40%) males and 11 (44%) females. The respondents who were between the ages of 35-44 were six 

(24%) males and five (20%) females; those who were between the ages of 45-54 were four (16%) 

males and no female. Those who were between the ages of 55-64 were none for males and two (8%) 

for females. There were no respondents for the ages above 65. 

In the Bolgatanga Municipality, respondents who were between the ages of 18-24 were eight (8) 

males and eight (32%) females. Those who were between the ages of 25-34 were 13 (52%) males 

and seven (28%) females. The respondents who were between the ages of 35-44 were four (16%) 
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4.1.2 The Sex Distribution of the Respondents 

Each sex (male and female) in the three capitals were given equal representation. The males in each 

capital were 25 while the females in each capitalVere 25 as well. 

4.1.3 The Age Distribution of the respondents 

All the respondents were 18 years and above. This was necessitated because it is at this age in 

Ghana that one is allowed to exercise one's franchise and the study being centred on the political 

culture of the three northern capitals necessitated a concentration on that age bracket. The upper 

limits of 45, 64 and 65+ facilitated the classification of the sample population into youthful, middle 

age but economically active, the aged and dependent groups (Abagre, 2012). The youthful group 

was 142 constituting 95%, the economically active were 8 (5%) while the aged were 0 (0%). 

The researcher primarily sought to find out the political culture of the youth of the three northern 

capitals, who are capable of contributing to Ghana's democracy and national development. Indeed, 

in this 21st  Century and 2nd  Millennium, the youth should be given the opportunity for new 

beginnings in national development since they are the potential leaders of any nation (National 

Youth Policy, 2010). 

64 

- 

4.1.2 The Sex Distribution of the Respondents 

Each sex (male and female) in the three capitals were given equal representation. The males in each 

capital were 25 while the females in each capital "were 25 as well. 

4.1.3 The Age Distribution of the respondents' 

All the respondents were 18 years and above. This was necessitated because it is at this age in 

Ghana that one is allowed to exercise one's franchise and the study being centred on the political 

culture of the three northern capitals necessitated a concentration on that age bracket. The upper 

limits of 45, 64 and 65+ facilitated the classification of the sample population into youthful, middle 

age but economically active, the aged and dependent groups (Abagre, 2012). The youthful group 

was 142 constituting 95%, the economically active were 8 (5%) while the aged were 0 (0%). 

The researcher primarily sought to find out the political culture of the youth of the three northern 

capitals, who are capable of contributing to Ghana's democracy and national development. Indeed, 

in this 21 st Century and 2nd Millennium, the youth should be given the opportunity for new 

beginnings in national development since they are the potential leaders of any nation (National 

Youth Policy, 2010). ., 

64 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



0 

males and six (24%) females; those who were between the ages of 45-54 were none for males and 

two (8%) for females. There were no respondents for the ages 55 to 65+. 

The Wa Municipality has respondents who were between the ages of 18-24 to be seven (28%) males 

and 12 (48%) females. Those who were between the ages of 25-34 were 12 (48%) males and seven 

(28%) females. The respondents who were between the ages of 35-44 were six (24%) males and five 

(40%) females; those who were between the ages of 45-54 were none for males and one (4%) for 

females. There were no respondents for the ages 55 to 65+. 

Table 4.1 shows that majority of the respondents for this study were between the ages of 18 and 54 

indicating that it was the economically active population that was interviewed. None of the 

respondents was 65 years and above. 

4.1.4 The Educational background of the respondents 

Table 4.1 shows that the level of education of the respondents varies among the capitals with 

Tamale having the highest number of respondents with tertiary education 37 (24.7%) followed by 

Wa 36 (24%) and then Bolgatanga 34 (22.7%). Apusigah (2004) attributed the situation in the Upper 

East Region to the low levels of educational enrolments. According to her, although the educational 

situation has improved dramatically in the last decade, qualitatively and quantitatively, there are still 

many challenges regarding rural enrolments, especially female education, staffing and facilities. 
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many challenges regarding rural enrolments, especially female education, staffing and facilities. 
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Again, the Tamale Metropolis had the highest number of male respondents with tertiary education of 

20 (13.3%) out of the total number of respondents, followed by the Bolgantanga Municipal with 19 

(12.3%) and the Wa Municipal with the lowest of 16 (10.7%). 

Comparing the male and female levels of tertiary education, it is clear that in the Tamale Metropolis 

there were more men with tertiary education than women. About 20 (13.3%) of the respondents had 

tertiary education while the female were 17 (11.3%) of the respondents. In the case of the 

Bolgatanga Municipal there were 19 (12.7%) male respondents while the female were 15 of the 

respondents. The situation is however, different in the Wa Municipal. The female respondents were 

20 (13.3%) while the male respondents were 16 (10.7%). 

Among the female respondents, the Wa Municipal had the highest number of female respondents 

than the other two capitals. The Wa Municipal had 20 (13.3%) of female respondents with tertiary 

education; Tamale Metropolis had 17 (11.3%) of the respondents with tertiary education while the 

Bolgatanga Municipal had the lowest of 15 (10%) female respondents with tertiary education. The 

educational situation among women in the Bolgatanga Municipal has been well captured in the 

literature. 

Comparatively, in the three northern capitals, there are more men with tertiary education than 

women. The total number of male respondents in the three capitals is 55 (36.7%) while the female 

respondents were 52 (34.7%) out of the total number. 
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Table 4.2: The Educational background of the respondents 

Education Tamale Bolgatanga Wa 

Sex 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

SHS 0 4 4 5 3 1 

Pre-tertiary 5 4 2 5 6 4 

Tertiary 20 17 19 15 16 20 

Total 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Source: Field work (June, 2013) 

W 
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This sub-section presents the occupation of the respondents. 

Table 4.3: The Occupation of the respondents 

Occupation Tamale Bolgatanga Wa 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Trading 2 1 8 6 4 2 

Salaried worker 22 14 15 19 6 11 

Student 1 10 2 0 15 12 
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Total 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Source: Field work (June, 2013) 

Table 4.3 shows that 2 (8%) males were traders while 1 (4%) female was a trader in the Tamale 

Metropolis. Bolgatanga had 8 (32%) male traders and 6 (24%) female traders while Wa had 4 (16%) 

male traders and 2 (8%) female traders. In terms of trade in the three northern capitals, among the 

male respondents, Bolgatanga had the highest of 8 (32%), followed by Wa 4 (16%) and the last is 

Tamale with only 2 (8%) of the respondents. It is the same for the female respondents. Bolgatanga 

had the highest number of female respondents of 6 (24%) followed by Wa 2 (8%) and the last is 

Tamale 1 (4%). 

The table shows that in terms of men and women in trading activities in the three capitals, the male 

respondents dominated with 14 (56%) out of the total number while 8 (32%) of them were females 

in trade. Salary workers constituted the majority of the respondents with Tamale having the highest 

number of salary workers in the study. Tamale had 22 (88%) male salary workers and 14 (56%) 

female salary workers as respondents. Bolgatanga is the second with 15 (60%) male salary workers 

and 19 (76%) female salary workers while Wa had the least of 6 (24%) male salary workers and 11 

(44%) female salary workers who responded to the questions posed in the questionnaire. 

The number of respondents in Tamale as shown on Table 4.3 who were students was 11 (44%). Of 

this figure, 1 (4%) of them was male while 10 (40%) were female. In Bolgatanga, the respondents 
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who were students were 2 (8%) and these were only male indicating that there were no female 

students involved in answering the questionnaire. Wa had the highest number of students. The male 

respondents were 15 (60%) while the female were 12 (48%). 

Table 4.3 also depicts that in terms of salary workers, the female dominated the male in the three 

capitals. The female in the three capitals who were salary workers were 44 (29.3%) while their male 

counterparts were 43 (28.7%) (out of 150). The situation is the same for the number of respondents 

who were students. The female respondents who were students were 22 (14.7%) out of the 150 

while the male were 18 (12%). 

4.1.5 The Marital status of the respondents 

Table 4.4 below depicts the marital status of the respondents by capital area. The table shows that in 

Tamale, the percentage of male respondents who were single were 11 (44%) while the females who 

were single were 9 (36%). The respondents who were married were 10 (40%) for the male and 16 

(64%) for the female. There were no divorced respondents for both sexes in the capitals. The 

widowed respondents were 3 (12%) for the male and none for the female while the divorced 

respondent was 1(4%) for the male and none for the female. In Bolgatanga 12 (48%) of the male 

respondents were single while the female respondents were 8 (32%)), 7 (28%) of the male 

respondents were married while 6 (24%) of the female respondents were also married. The number 

of divorced and widowed respondents equaled for both sexes. Each category had 3 (12%) male 

respondents and 3 (12%) female respondents. There were only 3 (12%) female respondents who 

were divorced and none for the male respondents. In Wa 15 (60%) of the male respondents were 
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single, the female respondents who were single were 18 (72%), and the married male respondents 

were 7 (28%)) and 7 (28%) as well for the female respondents, 1 (4%) of divorced male respondents 

as well as 1 (4%) of separated male respondents. 

Table 4.4: The Marital status of the respondents 

Marital status Tamale Bolgatanga Wa 

Male 	Female Male 	Female Male 	Female 

Single 11 9 12 8 15 18 

Married 10 16 7 6 7 7 

Divorced 0 0 3 4 1 0 

Widowed 3 0 3 4 1 0 

Separated 1 0 0 3 1 0 

Total 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Source: Field work (June, 2013) 

From the table above, it is realized that the respondents who were single and married for the three 

capitals were higher than the categories of divorced, widowed and separated. Also, the number of 
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respondents who are single numbered more than all the categories shown above because these 

respondents were still young and are therefore, the section of the population that is capable of 

engendering the political system because they were likely to take over the leadership positions of the 

country in the future. 

Wa had the highest number of respondents for both male and female of 33 who were single than 

Tamale and Bolgatanga which had 20 of the respondents each. The information gathered during the 

FGDs indicated that in Wa, there is an educational revolution where every young person seems to 

like to obtain the highest level of education possible. 

4.2 Political Culture and Sustainable Democracy 

This section is solely devoted to the discussion of the major analytical themes of the study carved 

out of the research questions and objectives: to find answers to the various research questions or to 

find measurement for the achievements of each objective as set out at the beginning of the study, 

particularly to conclude whether that has been done by cross-tabulation of the findings from the 

three study capitals: Tamale, Bolgatanga and Wa. 

4.2.1 Political culture and the inclusion of men and women 

This sub-section presents the views of the respondents on the various issues that constituted their 

political culture and their inclusion towards a sustainable democratic system in the capitals. It sets 
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out the basis for the inclusion or exclusion of one group or the other in the democratic process and 

how these inclusions or exclusions can impact on the development processes of the three capitals. 

4.2.1.1 Knowledge of the Political Systems Practiced in Ghana 

In the three capitals, the views of the respondents were sought on their knowledge of any political 

systems practiced in Ghana. This was first, to set the basis for which the respondents were aware of 

any system of administration in Ghana and second, whether they participated in the political systems 

identified. Thirty percent (45) of the respondents out of the total of 150 questionnaires respondents 

in the three capitals knew of the political systems practiced in Ghana. In the Tamale Metropolis, the 

male respondents who knew of the political systems were 23 (92%) while the female were 21(84%). 

In Bolgatanga, the male respondents were 23 (92%) while the female respondents were 22 (88%). 

Wa had 25 (100%) males while the female respondents were 23 (92%). 

Comparing the knowledge of the respondents on the political system practiced in Ghana, it can be 

realized that Wa had the highest number of respondents of 48 (96%), followed by the two other 

capitals (Tamale and Bolgatanga) which all had 45 (90%) respondents each. In terms of the male 

respondents, Wa had the highest number who knew any political system practiced in Ghana, 

followed by Tamale and the lowest is Bol'gatanga. Wa again, had the highest of 23 (46%) of the 

female respondents who knew any political system practiced in the country, followed by Tamale 22 

(44%) and Bolgatanga being the lowest with 21 (42%) of the respondents. 
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In terms of the male and female respondents, it is clear that the male respondents dominated the 

female in terms of their knowledge of any political system practiced in Ghana in all the three 

capitals. The male respondents were 72 (48%) out of 150 while the female respondents were 66 

(44%) out of the total number for the capitals. 

4.2.1.2 Political systems and equal participation of men and women 

Both male and female respondents from the three capitals acknowledge that it is the modern 

democratic system of governance that allows for the equal participation of men and women in 

politics. Eight four percent (42) of the respondents in Tamale stated that it is the modern democratic 

system of governance that allows for the equal participation of men and women in politics. The male 

respondents were 19 (76%) while the female respondents were 23 (92%). In Bolgatanga, 42 (84%) 

of the respondents agreed that it is the modern democratic system of governance that allows for the 

equal participation of both men and women. The male were 17 (68%) while 25 (100%) of the 

female in the region agreed that it is the modern democratic system. Wa had the highest percentage 

of respondents, 45 (90%) who agreed that it is the modern democratic system that allows for equal 

participation of men and women in politics, 20 (80%) for male and 25 (100%) for female. 

Tamale had the highest number of male respondents, 23 (92%) who agreed that the modern 

democratic system allows for the equal participation of both men and women. This could be 

attributed to the more cosmopolitan nature of that capital, followed by Wa of 20 (80%) of the 

respondents and Bolgatanga, 17 (68%). In terms of the female respondents, Bolgatanga and Wa had 

the highest number of respondents of 20 (80%) each in support of the modem democratic system of 
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three capitals and how that can improve on the level of women's political participation in 

democracy. 

4.2.2.1 The Political aspirations of men and women 

Tsikata (2009) argues that the failure of women candidates to win elections discourages other 

women from vying for political office, thereby creating a cycle of disadvantage. This is a true 

reflection of the situation for women in the three northern capitals. Twelve (48%) of the male 

respondents aspired for political positions in Bolgatanga, while 3 (12%) of the female aspired. Wa 

had 10 (40%) of the male respondents while 3 (12%) of the females aspired for political positions in 

that capital. It is only Tamale which had an equal number of male and female respondents, 8 (32%) 

who aspired for a political position in that capital. Tamale had the highest number of female and 

male respondents, 16 (32%) who aspired for political positions, followed by Bolgatanga of 15 (60%) 

and the lowest is Wa of 13 (26%). Comparatively, more men compared to women aspired for 

political positions in the northern capitals. Twenty percent (30) of the men compared to 16 (10.7%) 

women aspired for political positions in the three capitals. 

The political aspirations varied between literate and illiterate men and women. In a Focus Group 

Discussion with women in the Wa Municipality, the women were quick to respond to the question 

on whether "they" as illiterate women aspired for political positions in the capitals as follows: 

"How can we aspire for a political position when we are not educated? It is only the educated ones 

that can vie for political positions in this region. If we do, no one would listen to us" 
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governance as one which allows for the equal participation of men and women. This could be as a 

result of the long years of the vulnerability of women in those regions (see Apusigah's 2004 

arguments on the Upper East Region). 

The total number of female respondents in the three capitals outnumbered that of the male 

respondents. The female respondents in the three capitals who agreed that the modern democratic 

system of governance allows for equal participation of both men and women were 73 (48.7%) while 

the total number for the male was 56 (37.3%). The responses indicated that women have in recent 

times identified that the traditional political system has been a bane to their inclusion in politics and 

public life and are clamoring for the modern democratic system of governance. 

As Rai (1996: 242) has noted, democratization provides "an exciting potential for the lives of 

women." The positions of the women respondents of the three capitals corroborates those put 

forward by Rai (1996) by unanimously agreeing across the board that modern democratic 

governance provides for the equal participation of men and women instead of the traditional 

political system. 

4.2.2 The political culture of men and women and the cultivation of viable democracy 

This section presents the political orientations of both men and women in the three northern capitals 

and how these orientations help or not in the crafting of a viable democratic system in Ghana. It 

particularly looked at the political aspirations of both men and women to political leadership in the 
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However, men were advantageous, because the few wealthy ones could vie for political positions 

within the party hierarchy. In a Focus Group Discussion with men in Tamale, regional party 

executive members spoke to me exclusively after the discussion that: 

"Our modus operandi in the political arena in this area is to marshal all the young people around 

the area and have considerable influence over them. In that way, your party would recognize your 

credibility and vote for you to occupy a party hierarchy position. Otherwise, you are relegated to 

the background because you are an illiterate," 

4.2.2.2 Women's aspirations for political leadership in Northern Ghana 

This sub-section examines the views of the respondents on the aspirations of women for political 

leadership in the three northern capitals. In Tamale, only 3 (12%) of the male respondents stated that 

women aspired for political leadership in the capital, while 8 (32%) of the female respondents 

agreed that women aspired for political leadership. Bolgatanga had only 2 (4%) the male 

respondents who mentioned that women aspired for political leadership in the capital. Nine (36%) of 

the female respondents agreed that they aspired for political leadership in the capital. Wa had 7 

(28%) of the male and 2 (4%) of the female respondents who agreed that women aspired for 

political leadership in that capital. 

All the three regional capital areas had low numbers of women aspiring for political leadership. Out 

of total i.e. 150 respondents for the three capitals, only 33 (22%) of them were of the view that 

women aspired for political leadership. The above situation is confirmed by Amoako (2011) in her 

study titled: The performances of women candidates in the 2010 district level elections in Northern, 
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(28%) of the male and 2 (4%) of the female respondents who agreed that women aspired for 

political leadership in that capital. 

All the three regional capital areas had low numbers of women aspiring for political leadership. Out 

of total i.e. 150 respondents for the three capitals, only 33 (22%) of them were of the view that 

women aspired for political leadership. The above situation is confirmed by Amoako (2011) in her 
- 

study titled: The performances of women candidates in the 2010 district level elections in Northern, 
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Upper East and Upper West regions of Ghana, which she noted that in the three northern regions, 

women were poorly represented at lower levels of government due to negative stereotyping and 

perception about women. It is worth noting that local representation provides a pool of women 

available to serve at the national level. 

In a Key Informant Interview, a female candidate who lost the elections in the Tamale Metropolis in 

the 2010 local government elections, was quick to say that: 

"There were several intimidations from the men folk and lack of support from the community 

because the perception is that a woman must be subjected to a man no matter how influential she 

can be. Women must always come after men and not the other way round. That is the reality we 

have to contend with here." 

The reality is that women have the desire and preparedness to challenge the status quo. In Amoako's 

(2011) study of the three northern regions, she found that in recent time, women readily come out to 

contest district level elections which was not the scenario sometime ago. A Gender Desk Officer in 

Bolgatanga in a Key Informant Interview stated that: 

"Women are now willing to compete with their men counterparts for political positions especially at 

the district level in this capital. I think the issue is for them to learn the antics involved in political 

campaigns and lobbying for political positibns" 

This assertion was confirmed by both men and women in a Focus Group Discussion in the Upper 

East Region: "The past Deputy Regional Minister was a woman. There are others that are also 
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occupying positions at the Municipal Assembly and others are also nurturing interest to vie for 

political office leadership in the region and beyond " 

4.2.2.3 Difference in women's and men's political culture orientations 

This subsection looked at the differences in the orientation of men and women towards political 

participation in the three northern capital areas. It examined, first of all, in terms of men and women 

which of them participate more in voting during elections (both local and national), contest as 

members of Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/Municipal/Metropolitan level elections, 

Parliament, political party hierarchy and any other political position. This examination gave an 

informed view about the different political culture orientations of the men and women of the three 

northern capitals. 

This sub-section further examined the factors/challenges that have militated against the participation 

of men and women in the three northern capitals and which of the two categories are worst affected 

and in which capital. Seminal studies on gender and political participation (ABANTU for 

Development, 2004; Allah-Mensah, 2004; Apusigah, 2004; Tsikata, 2009; Amoako, 2011) have 

rightly accentuated that women's quest to occupy political positions and be involved in the decision-

making structures of the country has been impeded by a number of factors not excluding culture and 

tradition. 

Lastly, the sub-section examined the responses of the respondents on their socialization into the 

decision-making structures of the family, community and Town/Area Council/Unit Committee and 
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District Assembly levels. As argued by Amoako (2011), it is worth noting that local representation 

provides a pool of women available to serve at the national level. 

4.2.3. The Participation of men and women in political activities 

The respondents, male and female, indicated their participation in various political activities in the 

three northern capitals. These activities were: voting in local and national level elections and 

contesting for positions in the Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District Assemblies, Parliament, 

and Political Party hierarchy as well as any other political position. Bolgatanga had the highest 

number of respondents who voted during local and national level elections. It had 48 (96%) of the 

total of 150 of the respondents who voted during such elections. Wa came second with 47 (94%) 

while Tamale had the lowest with 46 (92%) of the total respondents. 

Bolgatanga had the highest number of men who voted during local and national elections. Twenty 

four (96%) of the respondents voted during elections. Tamale came second with 23 (92%) of the 

respondents while Bolgatanga had the lowest of 22 (88%) of the total number of respondents. Wa 

however, had the highest number of women who voted during local and national elections of 25 

(100%) of the total respondents, followed by Bolgatanga 24 (96%) and the lowest from Tamale 23 

(94%). 

In terms of the voting pattern between men and women in the three capitals, women voted often 

during local and national level elections than men. The women respondents constituted 73 of those 

who voted during elections while the men constituted 64 of the total respondents. This confirms 
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Amoako's (2011) study of the three northern regions on the performance of women during the 2010 

District level elections that women readily come out to contest District level elections which was not 

the scenario sometime ago. Her study revealed that a high percentage of 89.7% as opposed to 10.3% 

of women voted in the 2010 District level elections. All the respondents (100%) indicated that they 

voted willingly without any coercion/inducement. 

The participation levels of both the male and female respondents when it comes to contesting for 

Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan level elections remains low. 

Only 1 (4%) of both the male and female respondents in Tamale contested elections at the district 

level, 2 (8%) for Bolgatanga and 1(4%) for Wa. The issue is even worst on the issue of contesting 

for the position of Member of Parliament. Tamale and Wa had 1 (4%) respondent each while 

Bolgatanga had none. 

Respondents contesting for Political Party hierarchy positions in Tamale were 2 (8%) of the total 

respondents for male and female, Bolagatanga 2 (4%) and Wa 1 (1.7%). Bolgatanga had the highest 

number of respondents who contested for any political position of 3 (6%) while Tamale recorded 1 

(4%), Wa had none. 

Comparing the participation levels of men drid women in the three northern capitals on the political 

activities analyzed above, it was realized that more men participated more in those political 

activities than women. The male respondents constituted 12 (8%) of those who contested for 

Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan level position, contested as a 
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Member of Parliament, contested for a Political Party hierarchy position or any other political 

position while the female constituted only 5 (3.3%). 

4.2.3.1 Challenges to men's and women's political participation 

ABANTU for Development posits that traditional prejudices, beliefs and perceptions, gender 

discrimination and low levels of literacy have contributed to the low level of women's participation 

in the policy-making process. There is also evidence of the lack of political will and commitment by 

political parties and the executive arm of various governments to facilitate women's effective 

participation in politics and decision-making (ABANTU for Development, 2004). 

The above assertions by ABANTU for Development were also expressed as factors shaping and 

challenges women faced in the three northern capitals. The women mentioned socio-cultural factors 

120, illiteracy 113, political deceit/lies 128 as well as financial constraints 102 and the last, religious 

factors 60 as the challenges they faced in participating in political activities and in decision-making. 

In a Key Informant Interview with a Gender Activist in Bolgatanga on the perception that she would 

be able to turn issues round as a result of her in-depth knowledge on political and gender issues, she 

retorted: "I do not want to be called a liar. Politics in this region is about lies. You only see 

politicians during electioneering periods and afterwards they are gone after deceiving the people to 

vote for them to continue to be in power." 

Religion affects the participation of women in politics in the three northern capitals. It is particularly 

acute in Tamale than in the other two regions. The respondents mentioned the Islamic religion is 
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especially a major factor. Even in times of prayer, women have to stay behind the men. In a Focus 

Group Discussion with women in the Tamale Metropolis, the women stated that: "Our Religion 

bars us from positions of leadership. A woman has to be subjective to the man. Can't you see the 

way we even pray in the mosque? Have you seen any woman in the front? No. Women stay behind 

for the men to lead. How can we then say we want to be their leaders in the white man's 

environment? That is the domain of our husbands." 

The study of Dolphyne and Ofei-Aboagye (2001) is corroborated by the above finding. They 

identified Christian fundamentalism to prevent women from active participation in politics in 

southern Ghana, while in the northern part, it was Muslim fundamentalism (Dolphyne and Ofei-

Aboagye, 2001). Men on the other hand, traditional and religious assigned the role of household, 

family and communal heads enjoyed the privilege religion gave them to extend the leadership in the 

public political domain. 

In the case of men, male respondents of the three capitals unanimously agreed that the major factor 

that hindered their participation in politics was illiteracy. This particularly came from majority of the 

illiterates captured under the Focus Group Discussions. FAO (2012) captures that the rate of literacy 

in Northern Ghana among men is 67%. It therefore, implies 33% are not literate. This can 

significantly affect the overall participation of men in politics in the three capitals. Illiteracy was 

actually a problem for both men and women; the lack of it and the limited level of attainment. 

However, while the lack of education/literacy hampered women's political careers considerably, the 

same did not apply to men. There were quite a number of regional party chairmen with little or no 
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education (Dolphyne and Ofei-Aboagye, 2001). This was corroborated in the statement by a 

regional party executive member who spoke to me exclusively after the focus group discussion in 

Tamale. 

Undoubtedly, men and women face similar and yet different challenges in the political participation 

in form and scale. 

4.2A Orientation of men and women political activities and decision-making 

This sub-section examines the orientations of men and women towards their participation in political 

activities and in decision-making. The respondents indicated their socialization in three major areas: 

the family, community and Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan 

levels. In Tamale, 10 (40%) of the male respondents said they were socialized into the decision-

making processes of the family while 9 (36%) of the female were socialized in this direction. In 

Bolgatanga both men and women constituted 15 (30%) each out of the total of 150 of the 

respondents. In Wa, the men were 11 (44%) who were socialized into family decision-making 

processes while the women constituted only 6 (24%). 

By capitals, Bolgatanga had the highest nurhber of respondents who had socialization into the family 

decision-making processes of 30 (60%), followed by Tamale 19 (38%) and the lowest being Wa 17 

(68%). In terms of men and women in the three capitals, it was realized that the men were more 

socialized into family decision-making than the women. The men constituted 36 

(24%) while the women constituted 30 (20%). 
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Bolgatanga had the highest number of women who were socialized into family decision-making 

processes of 15 (30%) followed by Tamale of 9 (18%) and the lowest being Wa of 6 (12%). 

At the community level socialization into decision-making, none of the male respondents were 

socialized in this wise in Tamale while 2 (8%) of the females were socialized. Bolgatanga had 3 

(6%) of the male respondents while none of the female respondents were socialized into community 

level decision-making processes. Wa had 4 (16%) of the male respondents and 2 (8%) of the female 

respondents. 

Wa had the highest number of respondents socialized into community level decision-making 

processes of 6 (12%) followed by Bolgatanga of 3 (6%) and the lowest being Tamale of 2 (8%). Wa 

had the highest men socialized into community level decision-making of 4 (16%) followed by 

Bolgatanga and the lowest is Tamale of none. Among the women, Tamale and Wa had the highest 

numbers of female respondents socialized into community level decision-making of two (2) 

followed by Tamale of none. 

In all the capital areas of northern Ghana, the men were more socialized into community level 

decision-making than the women. The men constituted 7 (4.7%) of the total respondents socialized 

into community level decision-making procdsses while the women constituted only 2 (1.3%). 

At the Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan levels, the issue is even 

more problematic. Bolgatanga had only 2 (1.3%) of the respondents socialized into the decision-

making processes of those structures and 1 (0.7%) for Tamale. Wa recorded none. 
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In terms of men and women in the three capitals, again, men were more socialized into Town/Area 

Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan levels of 2 (1.3%) while the women 

constituted only 1 (0.7%) of the total respondents. 

4.2.5 The importance of political culture orientations of women and men to key stakeholders 

This sub-section examined the views of the respondents on the real importance of political culture 

orientations of women and men to the government, civic educators, the Ministry of Gender, 

Children and Social Protections as well as Civil Society Organizations in Ghana. 

The female respondents in the three capitals indicated that the political culture orientations of men 

and women will: (1) enable the government to instill in women the principles of good governance; 

(2) it will enable women have a better understanding of politics and nurture the interest of taking 

part in political issues and decision-making in the country; (3) it will facilitate the work of civic 

educators to reach out to as many as possible women because of their orientations already on 

political issues and (4) it will also enable government to promote all inclusive governance and 

ensure gender parity in the country. 

An interview with a female past member bf the District Assembly asserted in the Bolgatanga 

Municipality that: "It will at least breach the gap between we women and the men. This will 

particularly improve on the number of women at the periphery because most of them do not 

understand what is going on in the political scene. They only know how to vote during elections". 
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The male in the three northern capitals also accepted in the first instance that the political culture 

orientation of men and women will enable government ensure gender equality in the governance 

process. A Key Informant Interview with a male party executive in Tamale indicated that there is an 

increasing recognition of the contributions of women in the development process of this country. He 

asserted that: "For some of us, we have recognized the important role women play in the society and 

more especially in the political arena and so if there is a way of supporting them to occupy political 

leadership positions in this country, I think they will do well. The few ones in political leadership in 

the country are doing well. I think we should give them the chance." 

The male respondents in the three capitals also acknowledged that the political culture orientation of 

men and women in Ghana will enlighten men leadership to create an enabling environment for 

women to take part fully in politics and in decision-making in the country. 

The male respondents concluded that the political culture orientation of men and women will be 

important to NGOs because it will enable them formulate more development oriented projects and 

programmes that will gear towards promoting the participation of all citizens in the governance 

process in Ghana. 

4.2.6 Factors shaping the political orientations of men and women 

This sub-section looks at the factors that have shaped the political orientations of men and women in 

the three northern capitals. The female respondents in the three northern capitals unanimously 
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agreed that culture and tradition have had considerable influence on their level of participation in 

decision-making especially occupying leadership positions. 

In a Focus Group Discussion with women in Wa, the women stated unanimously that: "Let us not 

cut you short because you are only saying these things because you are a man. Here, our culture 

does not even allow us to ask our husbands why they have come back home late at night because in 

the process, we can be beaten for that. We are too vulnerable by the culture here. We only have to 

listen to the men and act accordingly." 

The male respondents in the three capitals on the other hand have been boosted by culture to be 

dominant over the female. In a Focus Group Discussion with men in the Bolgatanga Municipality, 

they were proud that every opportunity for leadership must revolve around them. They stated 

emphatically that: "Historically, men led women and there was peace. How come of late there is 

this glamour for women to occupy leadership positions and be part of decision-making structures. 

Women talk and nag too much. When women lead, we will not have peace in the society. Look at the 

few in the system, watch how pompous they are." 

4.2.7 The different political culture orientations among different categories of women 

This sub-section examined the different political culture orientations of literate and illiterate women 

as well as wealthy and poor women in the three northern capitals of Ghana. 

88 

- 

agreed that culture and tradition have had considerable influence on their level of participation in 

decision-making especially occupying leadership positions. 

In a Focus Group Discussion with women in Wa, the women stated unanimously that: "Let us not 

cut you short because you are only saying these things because you are a man. Here, our culture 

does not even allow us to ask our husbands why they have come back home late at night because in 

the process, we can be beaten for that. We are too vulnerable by the culture here. We only have to 

listen to the men and act accordingly. " 

The male respondents in the three capitals on the other hand have been boosted by culture to be 

dominant over the female. In a Focus Group Discussion with men in the Bolgatanga Municipality, 

they were proud that every opportunity for leadership must revolve around them. They stated 

emphatically that: "Historically, men led women and there was peace. How come of late there is 

this glamour for women to occupy leadership positions and be part of decision-making structures. 

Women talk and nag too much. When women lead, we will not have peace in the society. Look at the 

few in the system, watch how pompous they are. " 

4.2.7 The different political culture orientations among different categories of women 

This sub-section examined the different political culture orientations of literate and illiterate women 

as well as wealthy and poor women in the three northern capitals of Ghana. 

88 

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



4.2.7.1 The political participation of women in political activities 

The responses from the respondents (both male and female indicated that there is marked difference 

between the way literate women participate in political activities and the way illiterate women 

participate. The respondents that agreed that there is difference between the way literate and 

illiterate women participate in political activities were 106 (70.7%) of the total respondents of 150. 

Regionally, Bolgatanga had the highest number of respondents who agreed that there is difference 

between the way literate and illiterate women participated in political activities with 47 (94%) 

followed by Wa with 39 and the lowest being Tamale of 36 (72%). In terms of the male 

respondents, Wa had the highest respondents agreeing that there is difference between literate and 

illiterate women in terms of their political participation with 24 (48%) of the respondents, followed 

by Bolgatanga of 23 (46%) and the lowest being Tamale of 12 (24%) of the respondents. 

Bolgatanga had the highest female respondents who agreed that there is difference between literate 

and illiterate women in their participation in political activities with 24 (8%) followed by Tamale of 

17 (68%) and the lowest being Wa with 15 (60%) of the total respondents. 

Comparing the male and female respondents for the three capitals, it was realized that the female 

respondents outnumbered the male respondents on the issue that there is difference between the way 

literate and illiterate women participate in politics. The female respondents were 56 while the male 

respondents were 50 of the total respondents. 
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4.2.7.2 The differences between wealthy (rich) and poor women's participation in political 

activities 

A Focus Group Discussion with women revealed that level of riches correlated with level of 

influence in political activities. The women stated clearly: "How can you want to have influence in 

politics without money? Money is everything. You can have the most brilliant ideas but ones you do 

not have money, nobody will listen to you. As for us seated here, we do not have money so we are 

not even thinking about politics". 

In Tamale, 24 (96%) of the male respondents agreed that there were differences between the way 

rich and poor women participated in political activities whilst the females were 19 (76%) In 

Bolgatanga the male respondents were 23 (46%) and the female were 24 (48%). In Wa, the male 

respondents were 24 (96%) while the female were 15 (60%) of the total number of respondents for 

the three capitals. 

Tamale and Wa had the highest number of male respondents who agreed that there were differences 

between the way rich and poor women participated in political activities with 24 (48%) each while 

Bolgatanga had 23 (46%) of the total respondents. 

Bolgatanga had the highest number of female respondents who agreed that there were differences 

between the way rich and poor women participated in political activities with 24 (96%) of the 

respondents followed by Tamale with 19 (76%) and the lowest being Wa with 15 (30%) of the total 

respondents. 
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Regionally, Bolgatanga had the highest number of respondents who agreed that there were 

differences between the way rich and poor women participate in political activities with 50 (100%), 

followed by Tamale with 43 (86%)of the respondents and the lowest being Wa with 39 (78%) of the 

total respondents. 

In terms of male and female in the three capitals, the male respondents dominated with 71 (47.3%) 

of the total respondents while the female constituted 57 (38%) of the respondents. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.0 Introduction 

This Chapter sums up the outcomes of the study by presenting the summary of major findings, 

conclusions and recommendations. It provides direct answers to the research questions, by drawing 

the relevant data from the discussed results to furnish each question. For the purpose of simplicity, 

the concluding section was also arrived at by revisiting and answering the research questions. Since 

this final chapter is a summary of the results of the primary and secondary sources of data, the 

content is devoid of any further references to any materials and information already acknowledged 

in the text. 

5.1 Summary of Major Findings 

The subsections that follow form summaries of the various thematic issues. These are drawn from 

the main research questions and objectives. 
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5.1.1 Revisiting the Specific Research Questions 

This sub-section provides a summary of answers to the specific research questions that this study 

sought to answer. By doing so, it also provide a basis for the measurement of the extent to which the 

specific research objectives were achieved. 

In finding answers to the question: how does Political Culture facilitate the inclusion of Men and 

Women for Sustainable Democracy in Ghana? The views of the respondents were sought on their 

knowledge of any political system practiced in Ghana. This was first, to set the basis for which 

0 

	

	
either the respondents were aware of any system of administration in Ghana and second, whether 

there were opportunities or not for them to participate in the political systems identified. 

It was realized that in terms of the male and female respondents in the three regional capitals, the 

male respondents outnumbered the female in terms of their knowledge of any political system 

practiced in Ghana in all the three capitals. The female respondents in the three capitals recognized 

their low participation in political activities and agreed that it is the modern democratic system of 

governance which allows for equal participation of both men and women. Those who said this were 

73 while the total for the male was 56. The responses indicated that women have in recent times 

identified that the traditional political systerh has been a bane to their inclusion in politics and public 

life and are clamoring for the modem democratic system of governance. 

The answer to the question is therefore, that political culture facilitates democratic governance 

which has one of its tenets, gender equality in political participation and decision-making. 
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The next research question was to find out the effects of emphasizing the political culture of men and 

women of the three northern regional capitals over economic development in the cultivation of a 

viable democracy in Ghana? This section then presented the political orientations of both men and 

women in the northern regional capitals of Ghana and how those orientations can help craft a viable 

democracy in Ghana. It particularly looked at the political aspirations of both men and women to 

political leadership in the three capitals and how that can improve on the level of women's political 

participation in Ghana's democracy. The realization from the study was that more men compared to 

women in the three northern capitals aspired for political positions in their regions. Thirty that is 

20% of the male respondents aspired for political positions in the three capitals while only 16 

representing 10.7% of the women aspired for political positions in the three capitals out of the total 

of 100%. All the three regional capitals had low number of women aspiring to political leadership. 

Out of 100% of the respondents for the three regional capitals, only 33 representing 22% of them 

were of the view that women aspired for political leadership in the three capitals. 

The answer to the research question is that emphasizing/prioritizing political culture (political 

orientations), especially the political culture of men and women of the Northern Regional capitals 

over other factors such as economic development in Northern Ghana will ensure that there is 

equality/equity in Ghana's political spectrum, especially given the fact that women constitute 51% 

of the Ghanaian population. It will ensure equitable development to both sexes (male and female) 

since both will be well represented in political leadership and in decision-making especially in the 

north. 
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The third research question sought to find out whether there is any fundamental difference between 

women and men on their orientation to political participation in the three regions? The subsection 

looked at the differences in the orientation of men and women towards political participation in the 

three northern regional capitals. It examined first of all, in terms of men and women, which of them 

participated more in voting during elections (both local and national), contested as a Member of 

Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/Municipal/Metropolitan level elections, contested as a Member 

of Parliament, contested for a position in political party hierarchy and any other political position. 

This examination gave an informed view about the different political culture orientations of the men 

and women of the three northern capitals. 

5.1.2 Gender differences in Challenges to Political Participation 

Comparing the participation levels of men and women in the three northern regional capitals on the 

political activities analyzed in the section, it was realized that more men participated in those 

political activities than women. The male respondents were 12 who contested for Town/Area 

Council/Unit Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan level position, contested as a Member of 

Parliament, contested for a Political Party hierarchy position or any other political position while the 

female were 5. It was clear from the data that there are fundamental differences between women and 

men's political culture, especially orientation§ towards political participation in Ghana generally and 

specifically the Northern sector of Ghana. 

The reasons for the differences were captured by the female respondents. One Hundred and Twenty 

women constituting 80% mentioned socio-cultural factors, 133 representing 75% mentioned 
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illiteracy, 128 of them mentioned political deceit/lies representing 85% while 120 representing 68% 

mentioned financial constraints as the challenges they faced in participating in political activities. 

The last was religious factors of which 60 respondents representing 40% of the total respondents. 

The male respondents in the three northern regional capitals however, unanimously agreed that the 

factor that hindered their participation in politics was illiteracy. This particularly came from 

majority of the illiterates captured under the Focus Group Discussions. 

5.1.3 Gender Difference in Usefulness of Political Participation 

The study also sought to answer the research question of what use is the political culture of women 

and men to Political Elites, Civic Educators, Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and other 

stakeholders particularly in relation to the development of viable democracy in Ghana? The sub-

section examined the views of the respondents on the real importance of political culture 

orientations of women and men to the government, civic educators, the Ministry of Gender, 

Children and Social Protection as well as Civil Society Organizations in Ghana. 

The female respondents in the three regional capitals indicated that the political culture orientations 

of men and women will first of all enable the government to imbibe on women the principles of 

good governance. In the second place, it will enable women have a better understanding of politics 

and nurture the interest of taking part in political issues and decision making in the country. Thirdly, 

it will facilitate the work of civic educators to reach out to as many as possible women because of 

their orientations already on political issues. It will also enable government to promote all inclusive 

governance and ensure gender parity in the country. 
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The male folks in the three northern regional capitals also accepted in the first instance that the 

political culture orientation of men and women will enable government ensure gender equality in the 

governance process. 

The second but last research question sought answers to the question what factors have shaped the 

political orientations of men and women? This sub-section looked at the factors that have shaped the 

political orientations of men and women in the three northern regional capitals. 

The female respondents in the three northern regional capitals unanimously agreed that culture and 

tradition have had considerable influence on their level of participation in decision-making 

especially occupying leadership positions. The male respondents in the three regional capitals on the 

other hand had been boosted by culture/tradition to be dominant over their female counterparts. 

5.1.4 Factors Shaping Intra-Group Political Participation among Women 

The last research question answered is does political culture differ among different categories of 

women? The sub-section examined the different political culture orientations of literate women on 

the one hand and illiterate women on the other as well as wealthy women and poor women in the 

three northern regional capitals of Ghana. 

The data indicated that in terms of the male and female respondents for the three regional capitals, it 

was realized that the female respondents outnumbered the male respondents on the issue that there 

were differences between the way literate and illiterate women participated in politics. The female 

respondents were 56 representing 37.3% while the male respondents were 50 constituting 33.3% of 
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the total respondents. Putting the two responses together, it is realized that a majority of 101 

representing 67.6% of the respondents agreed that there were differences between the way literate 

women and illiterate women participated in politics in the three regional capitals. 

Regionally, Bolgatanga had the highest number of respondents who agreed that there were 

differences between the way rich and poor women participate in political activities with 47 

constituting 31.3%, followed by Tamale with 43 representing 28.7% of the respondents and the 

lowest being Wa with 39 constituting 26% of the total respondents. Putting the three responses 

together as done above, it was realized that majority of the respondents, 129 representing 86% 

agreed that there were differences between the way rich and poor women participated in political 

activities. 

Answering the question from the above data, it was clear that political culture (orientations) differ 

among different categories of women: literate and illiterate and rich and poor. 

5.2 Conclusions 

The concluding section of this study revisited the major research question: How does Political 

Culture facilitate the inclusion of Men and Women for Sustainable Democracy in Ghana? It then 

followed logically from the summaries made from the various chapters to draw conclusions. 

Ideologically, Political Culture was understood on the view of Chilton (2005). I then argued that 

what was missing in Chilton's (2005) conceptualization was a gender dimension. 
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The findings show that there is more illiteracy among women in the three northern regional capitals 

of Ghana than men. Comparing the ratio of women to men, the women had the highest ratio of 

illiteracy than the men. This is a case for the entire three regional capitals except a little 

improvement in Wa than the other two capitals: Tamale and Bolgatnaga. 

It was realized that the low level of education among women in the three capitals had a correlation 

with their knowledge of the political systems practiced in Ghana. The male respondents dominated 

the female in terms of their knowledge of any political system practiced in Ghana in all the three 

regional capitals. 

All the women in the three Northern regional capitals acknowledged that the modern democratic 

system of governance allows for the equal participation of both men and women as opposed to the 

traditional system of governance as in the three capitals in northern Ghana. 

One important inference drawn from the study is that more men in the northern regional capitals 

aspired for political positions in their regions than women. All the three capitals had low women 

political aspiration to political leadership. This exists because there are fundamental differences 

between women and men's political culture, especially orientations towards political participation in 

the three capitals of northern Ghana. Comparing the participation levels of men and women in the 

three northern regional capitals on political activities: Town/Area Council/Unit 

Committee/District/Municipal/Metropolitan, Member of Parliament and Political Party level 

position, it was realized that more men participated in those political activities than women. 
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three northern regional capitals on political activities: Town! Area CouncillUnit 

CommitteelDistrictiMunicipallMetropolitan, Member of Parliament and Political Party level 

position, it was realized that more men participated in those political activities than women. 
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The reasons for the differences were socio-cultural factors, illiteracy, political deceit/lies, financial 

constraints and religious factors as the challenges women faced in participating in political 

activities. The male respondents in the three northern regional capitals were however, hindered in 

their participation in political activities because of only their illiteracy. This was particularly the case 

for the illiterates. 

However, women are now better motivated, willing and prepared than before to take part fully in 

political activities. They are ready to compete with their men folk when given a favourable and 

conducive environment. This calls for a political culture orientation of both men and women in the 

three northern regional capitals and the rest of the country. Political culture orientation of men and 

women enables government to imbibe on women the principles of good governance, enable women 

have a better understanding of politics and nurture the interest of taking part in political issues and 

decision making in the country, facilitate the work of civic educators to reach out to as many as 

possible women because of their orientations already on political issues, enable government to 

promote all inclusive governance and ensure gender parity in the country and finally enable the male 

folks in the three northern regional capitals to accept and promote gender equality 

programmes/policies in the governance process. 

Culture and tradition are a bane to the political aspirations of women in the three capitals of the 

northern regions and has had considerable influence on their level of participation in decision-

making especially occupying leadership positions. This has given men in the three capitals 

dominance over women for so long making it difficult for men to relent on their efforts for women 

to occupy leadership positions in the three regional capitals. 
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Among women themselves, there are considerable differences between the. 	Attgate women 

participate in political activities and the way illiterate women participate 	 the way 

rich/wealthy women participate and the way poor women participate across the three regional 

capitals. More literate women participated in political activities than illiterate women. Also 

rich/wealthy women in the three capitals of northern Ghana participated more in political activities 

than poor women. 

5,3 Recommendations 

The conclusions of the thesis attest to the fact that there are some identified limitations with respect 

to women's participation in politics and in decision-making in the three capitals of northern Ghana. 

It is therefore, important that some actions are identified to promote the political participation of 

women in the three capitals. 

5.3.1 Promoting the education of women in Northern Ghana 

Illiteracy, with its accompanying tenet, ignorance, are the basic contributory factors to social, 

economic and political inequality and underdevelopment among the women folk albeit their male 

counterparts in the three capitals of the northern regions. However, as the study revealed, lack of 

education among men does not hamper their political participation like their female counterparts. 

Since this study revealed that the majority of women in the study area were not only illiterates but 

also lacked adequate knowledge of the political systems practiced in Ghana as well as the 

opportunities for them to participate in political activities, it is recommended that adequate 
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sensitization programmes should be implemented for them by Government, the Ministry of Gender, 

Children and Social Protection, NGOs, academic institutions and other civic educators. 

5.3.2 Strengthening the capacities and confidence levels of women for political participation 

It was revealed in the study that men in the capitals aspired for political positions in their areas than 

women. All the three capitals had low number of women aspiring for political leadership. Majority 

of the women in the capitals lacked interest and confidence in political participation. There is the 

need to formulate and implement programmes and projects to build the capacities of women on 

political issues and to promote their interest in participating in political activities. The need for 

women's participation in politics is necessary because they make up more than half of the 

population of Ghana. As such, decisions that affect the wellbeing of the population would be 

unrepresentative of the people if women's voices are not heard in Ghana. 
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APPENDIX I 

CONSENT FORM 

This research investigates the Gender and Political Culture of the People of the three capitals of 

Northern Ghana and how that can help craft Sustainable Democracy in Ghana. You are therefore 

required to answer the questions as honest as possible. If for any reason, you are not interested in 

participating after knowing what this research is about, you are at liberty to opt out as a participant 

of the study. 

Respondent 	 Researcher 

Sign/Thumbprint 	 Sign/Thumbprint 
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APPENDIX II 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ELITE WOMEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

This questionnaire seeks to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the 

three capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in 

Ghana. This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the 

questions below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region 	Name of community/section 	  

Date 	Time 	Name of Research Assistant 	  

A. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

1. Name of participant: First Name 	Last Name 	 Other Narne(s) 	  

2. Sex: Male 	p 	Female 

3. Age: 18-24 CD 25-34 CI 35-44 I= 45-54 I= 55-64 I= 65+ CI 
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4. Level of education: No education at all =Primary Level = Junior High = Senior High = 

Pre-tertiary r---1  Tertiary p 

5. Are you engaged in a productive work? Yes 1-1 	No 

6. Main occupation: Farming= Trading = Formal salary worker = If other, state. 	 

7. Marital Status: 	Single = 	Married = 	Divorced = Widowed f separated = 

B. Political Culture and the inclusion of Men and Women for Sustainable Democracy in 

Ghana 

8. Do you know any political system practiced in Ghana? Yes I= 	No p 

9. If yes above mention the type(s) you know. 	  

10. If No, have you heard of the traditional and modem democratic political systems? Yes = No = 

11. If yes, are there any difference(s) between the two systems? 	Yes 	= 	No CI 

12. If yes above, what are the differences 	  

13. If No in question 3, why do you think there are no differences? 

14. In your view which type(s) in question 16 allows for the participation of men? 	  

15. In your view which of the above political system(s) allows for the equal participation of men? 

C. The political culture of men and women of the three northern regions which can cultivate a 

viable democracy in Ghana 

16. How do you feel about the political leadership in this Region? 

17. Do you aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? Yes 0 	No 

18. If yes, at what level? 	  

19. If no why? 	  

20. Do you think more women aspire for political leadership in this Region? 	Yes =No Cl 

21. If yes, at what level do you think they aspire more? 	  

22. If no, why? 
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23. What do you envisage Ghana's political leadership and system to be in the future? 	  

24. Democratic governance (as practiced in Ghana) and other political systems, which one will you 

prefer in this Region and why? 

D. The difference(s) between women and men's political culture orientations towards political 

participation in Ghana 

25. Do you aspire/in the future will aspire to hold a political office in this Region or beyond? Yes CI 

No ni  

26. If Yes, what kind of office? 	  

27. What motivates you to aspire? 	  

28. If No, why? 	  

29. What demoralizes you from aspiring? 	  

30. Do you participate in any of the following political activities in this Region? 

a. Vote during elections (both local and national) Yes 1-1 No 1-1 

b. Contest as a Member of Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District Level Yes Q No 

c. Contest as a Member of Parliament Yes CI No I= 

d. Contest for a position in Political Party hierarchy Yes =No 	CI 

e. Any other political position (mention 	 .) 	Yes I—INo 	EE  

31. If yes to any of the above, can you tell the frequency with which you participate for each above? 

a. Frequently CI 	Once in a while 11 	Rarely 	CI 

b. Frequently CI 	Once in a while CI 	Rarely 	= 

c. Frequently EE 	Once in a while = 	Rarely 	CI 

d. Frequently I= 	Once in a while = 	Rarely 	CI 

e. Frequently = 	Once in a while I= 	Rarely 	= 

32. Do you willingly participate or are you influenced by others to do so? 	  
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33. Are there factors/challenges against you from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? Yes p 	No p 

34. If yes, mention these factors/challenges 	  

35. In your opinion do you think you participate more in political activities? 

Yes CI 	No 

36. Are you oriented from childhood to participate in any of the political activities in question 31? 

Yes 	No 

37. What are the reasons for the above? 	  

38. Were you from childhood socialized to take part in decision-making at the family level? 

Yes 0 No 

39. If yes, which aspect(s) of family issue(s)? 	  

40. Since childhood, were you socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

Yes CI 	No CI 

41. If yes, how? 	  

42. Were you from childhood socialized into the decision-making processes of Unit/Town/Area 

councils and the District Assembly? Yes I= No 

43. If yes, which of them? 	  

44. Does the political environment in this Region allow you to be part of the decision-making 

process? 	Yes 1-1 	No 

45. If yes, how? 	  

46. If No, why? 
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E. The importance of political culture orientations of women and men to Political Elites, Civic 

Educators, Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and other stakeholders particularly in 

the development of viable democracy in Ghana 

47. Mention any three past political elites/governments you know in Ghana. 

a 	  

48. Do you know the present political elites/government in Ghana? Yes CI No CI 

49. What are your impressions about the politicians in your Region? 	  

50. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 	  

51. What would you recommend for the improvement in the nature of politics in this Region? 	 

52. What do you think are the importance of the orientation of men towards participation in 

government to political elites, civic educators and other government Agencies? 	  

53. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? Yes 		 

No 1-1 

54. If yes, in which way 	  

F. The factors that have shaped the political orientations of men and women 

55. Are there some factors that have influenced the political participation of men since childhood in 

this Region? Yes n  No 1-1 

56. If yes, mention these factors 	  

57. If No, are there some factors that ha,ve impeded the political participation of men since 

childhood in this Region? Yes I= No I= 

58. If yes above, mention these factors 	  

59. How do men feel towards these factors in this Region? 	  

60. What recommendations will you give to mitigate the factors mentioned in questions 50? 	 

135 

- 
E. The importance of political culture orientations of women and men to Political Elites, Civic 

Educators, Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and other stakeholders particularly in 

the development of viable democracy in Ghana 

47. Mention any three past political elites/governments you know in Ghana. 

a b c . 

48. Do you know the present political elites/government in Ghana? Yes 0 No 0 

49 Wh .. b h 1· ... R·? . at are your impressions a out t e po iticians III your egion . 

50. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? . 

51. What would you recommend for the improvement in the nature of politics in this Region? . 

52. What do you think are the importance of the orientation of men towards participation in 

government to political elites, civic educators and other government Agencies? . 

53. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? Yes 0 

No c:::J 
54. If yes, in which way . 

F. The factors that have shaped the political orientations of men and women 

55. Are there some factors that have influenced the political participation of men since childhood in 

this Region? Yes 0 No 0 

56. If yes, mention these factors . 

57. If No, are there some factors that have impeded the political participation of men since 

childhood in this Region? Yes 0 No 0 

58. If yes above, mention these factors . 

59. How do men feel towards these factors in this Region? . 

60. What recommendations will you give to mitigate the factors mentioned in questions 50? . 
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G. The different political culture orientations among different categories of women 

61. Are there any difference(s) between the way literate women participate in political activities 

and the way illiterate women participate? Yes p No p 

62. If yes, mention the difference(s) 	  

63. In your view, are there differences between the way wealthy (rich) women participate in political 

activities and the way poor women participate? Yes p No p 

64. If yes, mention the difference(s) 	  

65. Do women in this region participate more in political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? Yes p 	No 

66. If yes, state how 	  

67. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 	  
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APPENDIX III 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ELITE MEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

This questionnaire seeks to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the 

three capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in 

Ghana. This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the 

questions below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region 	Name of community/section 	  

Date 	Time 	 Name of Research Assistant 	 

A. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

1. Name of participant: First Name 	 Last Name 	  Other Name(s) 	 

2. Sex: Male 	p 	Female p 

3. Age: 18-24 CI 25-34 CI 35-44 CI 45-54 =55-64 = 65+ I= 
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4. Level of education: No education at all =Primary Level =Junior High = Senior High= 

Pre-tertiary = Tertiary CI 

5. Are you engaged in a productive work? Yes 1-1No 	 

6. Main occupation: Farming ET Trading (-7 Formal salary worker = If other, state 	 

7. Marital Status: Single =Married = Divorced =Widowed =Separated = 

B. Political Culture and the inclusion of Men and Women for Sustainable Democracy in 

Ghana 

8. Do you know any political system practiced in Ghana? Yes r—INo 1-1 

9. If yes above mention the type(s) you know 	  

10, If No, have you heard of the traditional and modern democratic political systems? Yes =slo = 

11. If yes, are there any difference(s) between the two systems? Yes CI No I= 

12. If yes above, what are the 	  

13. If No in question 3, why do you think there are no differences? 	  

14. In your view which type(s) in question 16 allows for the participation of women? 	  

15. In your view which political system(s) allows for the equal participation of women? 	 

C. The political culture of men and women of the three northern regions which can cultivate a 

viable democracy in Ghana 

16. How do you feel about the political leadership in this Region? 	  

17. Do you aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? Yes 1-1 No 1-1 

18. If yes, at what level? 	  

19. If no why? 	  

20. Do you think more women aspire for political leadership in this Region? Yes = No = 

21. If yes, at what level do you think they aspire more? 	  

22. If no, why? 	  
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23. What do you envisage Ghana's political leadership and system to be in the future? 	  

24. Democratic governance (as practiced in Ghana) and other political systems, which one will you 

prefer in this Region and why? 

D. The difference(s) between women and men's political culture orientations towards political 

participation in Ghana 

25. Do you aspire/in the future will aspire to hold a political office in this Region or beyond? 

Yes 0 No 

26. If Yes, what kind of office? 	  

27. What motivates you to aspire? 	  

28. If No, why? 	  

29. What demoralizes you from aspiring? 	  

30. Do you participate in any of the following political activities in this Region? 

a. Vote during elections (both local and national) Yes ni  No 	 

b. Contest as a Member of Town/Area Council/Unit Committee/District Level Yes n No n 

c. Contest as a Member of Parliament 

d. Contest for a position in Political Party hierarchy 

e. Any other political position (mention 	  

Yes CI 

Yes CI 

Yes 

No CI 

No CI 

No 

31. If yes to any of the above, can you tell the frequency with which you participate for each above? 

a. Frequently CI 

b. Frequently =I 

c. Frequently CI 

d. Frequently I= 

e. Frequently 

Once in a while . D 	Rarely 

Once in a while I= 	Rarely 

Once in a while ED 	Rarely 

Once in a while 0 	Rarely 	I= 

Once in a while I= 	Rarely 	El 

32. Do you willingly participate or are you influenced by others to do so? 
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33. Are there factors/challenges against you from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? Yes 1-1 	No 

34. If yes, mention these factors/challenges 	  

35. In your opinion do you think you participate more in political activities? Yes =No = 

36. Are you oriented from childhood to participate in any of the political activities in question 31? 

Yes p No P 

37. What are the reasons for the above? 	  

38. Were you from childhood socialized to take part in decision-making at the family level? 

Yes p No p 

39. If yes, which aspect(s) of family issue(s)? 	  

40. Since childhood, were you socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

Yes No 

41. If yes, how? 	  

42. Were you from childhood socialized into the decision-making processes of Unit/Town/Area 

councils and the District Assembly? Yes p No p 

43. If yes, which of them? 	  

44. Does the political environment in this Region allow you to be part of the decision-making 

process? 	Yes CI No P 

45. If yes, how? 	  

46. If No, why? 	  

E. The importance of political culture orientations of women and men to Political Elites, Civic 

Educators, Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and other stakeholders particularly in 

the development of viable democracy in Ghana 

47. Mention any three past political elites/governments you know in Ghana. 
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a 	  

48. Do you know the present political elites/government in Ghana? Yes I= No I= 

49. What are your impressions about the politicians in your Region? 	  

50. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 	  

51. What would you recommend for the improvement in the nature of politics in this Region? 	 

52. What do you think are the importance of the orientation of women towards participation in 

government to political elites, civic educators and other government Agencies` 	  

53. Can the orientations of women towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? 

Yes 1-1 No 

54. If yes, in which way? 	  

F. The factors that have shaped the political orientations of men and women 

55. Are there some factors that have influenced the political participation of women since childhood 

in this Region? Yes CI No CI 

56. If yes, mention these factors 	  

57. If No, are there some factors that have impeded the political participation of women since 

childhood in this Region? Yes FT  No I—I  

58. If yes above, mention these factors 	  

59. How do women feel towards these factors in this Region? 	  

60. What recommendations will you give to mitigate the factors mentioned in questions 50? 	 

G. The different political culture orientations among different categories of women 

61. Are there any difference(s) between the way literate women participate in political activities 

and the way illiterate women participate? Yes Q 	No I—I 

62. If yes, mention the difference(s) 	  
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63. In your view, are there differences between the way wealthy (rich) women participate in political 

activities and the way poor women participate? Yes I—I No 

64. If yes, mention the difference(s) 	  

65. Do women in this region participate more in political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? Yes CI No CI 

66. If yes, state how 	  

67. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 	  
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APPENDIX IV 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION FOR WOMEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

These questions seek to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the three 

capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in Ghana. 

This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the questions 

below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region• 	  Date 	  

1. What are the opportunities for men of this community to participate in political activities? 

2. What are the opportunities for men to be socialized into political activities? 

3. Do you aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? 

4. What motivates you to aspire? 

5. What demoralizes you from aspiring? 

6. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 
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7. Do you think more men aspire for political leadership in this Region? 

8. Are there factors/challenges against you from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? 

9. Since childhood, were you socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

10. Does the political environment in this Region allow you to be part of the decision-making 

process? 

11. Are women in this Region socialized into political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? 

12. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? 

13. What recommendations will you make to increase the number of women participating in 

political activities? 

14. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 
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APPENDIX V 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION FOR MEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

These questions seek to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the three 

capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in Ghana. 

This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the questions 

below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region• 	  Date 	  

1. What are the opportunities for women of this community to participate in political activities? 

2. What are the opportunities for women to be socialized into political activities? 

3. Do you aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? 

4. What motivates you to aspire? 

5. What demoralizes you from aspiring? 

6. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 
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7. Do you think more men aspire for political leadership in this Region? 

8. Are there factors/challenges against you from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? 

9. Since childhood, were you socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

10. Does the political environment in this Region allow you to be part of the decision-making 

process? 

11. Are women in this Region socialized into political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? 

12. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? 

13. What recommendations will you make to increase the number of women participating in 

political activities? 

14. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 
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APPENDIX VI 

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR WOMEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

These questions seek to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the three 

capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in Ghana. 

This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the questions 

below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region• 	 Date 	  

1. What are the opportunities for men of thiA Region to participate in political activities? 

2. What are the opportunities for men to be socialized into political activities in this Region? 

3. Do men aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? 

4. What motivates them to aspire? 

5. What demoralizes them from aspiring? 

6. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 
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7. Do you think more men aspire for political leadership in this Region? 

8. Are there factors/challenges against men from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? 

9. Since childhood, were men socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

10. Does the political environment in this Region allow men to be part of the decision-making 

process? 

11. Are women in this Region socialized into political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? 

12. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? 

13. What recommendations will you make to increase the number of women participating in 

political activities? 

14. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 
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APPENDIX VII 

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR MEN 

UNIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, GHANA 

GRADUATE SCHOOL, TAMALE 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

TOPIC: GENDER, POLITICAL CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY IN 

GHANA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NORTHERN GHANA 

These questions seek to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the three 

capital cities of the three Northern Regions and how this promotes sustainable democracy in Ghana. 

This study is purely for academic purposes. You are therefore, required to answer the questions 

below as honest as possible. 

Name of Region• 	 Date 	  

1. What are the opportunities for women of 	community to participate in political activities? 

2. What are the opportunities for women to be socialized into political activities in this Region? 

3. Do women aspire to be in political leadership in this Region? 

4. What motivates them to aspire? 

5. What demoralizes them from aspiring? 

6. What do you think about the nature of politics in this Region? 
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These questions seek to obtain information on the political culture of men and women in the three 
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7. Do you think more women aspire for political leadership in this Region? 

8. Are there factors/challenges against you from participating in politics/political activities in this 

Region? 

9. Since childhood, were you socialized into community level decision-making processes? 

10. Does the political environment in this Region allow you to be part of the decision-making 

process? 

11. Are women in this Region socialized into political activities than in the other Regions in 

Northern Ghana? 

12. Can the orientations of men towards political participation deepen democracy in Ghana? 

13. What recommendations will you make to increase the number of women participating in 

political activities? 

14. What recommendations would you make for the equal participation of men and women in this 

Region and Ghana in political activities? 
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