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ABSTRACT

The goal of the study was to examine the extent of women's access to agricultural

land in the Nanumba-North District of Northern Ghana. Availability ofland forms

the basis for agricultural production. Literature was extensively reviewed focusing

on access to land, land tenure system, women in agriculture as well as agricultural

and legal land reform policies. Triangulation of research methods were used in

data collection, both quantitative and qualitative. These include: survey

questionnaires, interviews and focus group discussions. Questionnaires were

administered to 204 farmers in four communities in the Nanumba-North District.

The study found that almost half of the farmers had no education at all and

majority of which were women. The system of inheritance was mainly Patrilineal,

with some pockets of bilateral inheritance in the Muslim dominated communities.

Generally, women were seen as non-farmers and therefore had access to small

portions of land between less than an acre and 1-2 acres. Government agricultural

policies targeted large scale farming than subsistence, which intentionally or

unintentionally excluded women since most women farmers are subsistent

farmers. Legal land reform policies did not directly look at women land rights and

as a result, many respondents called for further reforms of the land policies.

In the light of the findings, the study suggested regular symposia for the traditional

authorities by CHRAJ on the rights of women and other fundamental human rights

enshrined in the Constitution of Ghana. The negative consequences of national

land policies and land tenure system on the marginalised, mainly women, call for a

new paradigm shift, where NGOs like Send Foundation should help the

government in land policy and cultural issues affecting the agrarian societies.
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Agriculture is a term used to describe activities like cultivation of food and export

crops, raising of poultry and livestock, fishing, forestry, picking of cola and shea

nuts, among others (Bagania, 2005). In West Africa however, attention of

agricultural activities have been focused on food and cash crop production as well

as animal rearing. This thesis perceives agriculture as the cultivation of food and

cash crops.

The Wold Bank is one of the largest source of funding for agriculture and rural

development in developing countries. In the financial year 2005, the total World

Bank lending to agriculture was $2.1 billion and lending for rural development

was $8.7 billion. About 70% of the Bank's lending to the agricultural sector

supports the production of food and cash crops, irrigation and drainage as well as

the development of technology (World Bank, 2005).

Some important roles of agriculture to the development of the economies of

countries all over the world include: food supply, provision of foreign exchange,

supply of raw materials, employment and Gross Domestic Product

(GDP)(Bagania, 2003).

In discussing food supply, agriculture in West African Countries in particular is a

source of food supply to the ever- increasing populations. The supply of maize,

r
1
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yam, cassava, rice, plantain, cattle, sheep, poultry, fish, among others ensure a

healthy population and a healthy labour force to help in the development of other

sectors and saves foreign exchange that would otherwise have been used for food

imports. Agriculture has been the main source of foreign exchange in most

African Countries. Cote d' Ivoire for instance, receives up to 89% of exports

earnings from agriculture, and in the case of Ghana, cocoa exports alone, accounts

for about 45% of the total foreign exchange earnings (Bagania, 2003). As regards

employment, in Nigeria and SierraLeon for instance, about 70% and 77% of the

population respectively, have been employed by the agricultural sector in 1987

(GSS, 1987). This helped in reducing unemployment and its repercussions on the

economies. The sector contributed not less than 50% to the GDP of Ghana in 1987

(GSS,1987; Bagania, 2003). Finally, agricultural products are used as raw

materials for industries across the world. For instance in Ghana, cotton is used as

raw material for the Akosombo textile Industry, cocoa beans for cocoa processing

industries, both within and outside the country.

The significant of agriculture mentioned above cannot be realised without

agricultural land resources, since land is an integral part of agriculture. Therefore,

easy access to agricultural land resources does not only help in economic

development, but the development of livelihoods of individuals.

1.2 Background to the Study

r
In the World of growing prosperity and agricultural abundance, about 800 million

people still do not get enough to eat (FAO, 2004). As a result, eradicating hunger

2
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r and malnutrition are critical global challenges facing humankind. Eradicating

hunger brings better nutrition in developing countries which will result in healthier

people, capable of contributing economically to the growing economies, thereby

reducing dependency on foreign aid. Also, fewer resources would be expended on

healthcare if the population is healthy. In the light of this, United Nations has set

as a Goal One of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the eradication of

extreme hunger and malnutrition, worldwide by 2015. This is the goal countries

all over the world both developed and developing are thriving to achieve

(Narayan, 2009).

Food availability refers to the supply of food whether at the global, regional and

local levels and the source of supply could be production within the household,

domestic and commercial food production, commercially purchased imports and

food aid. In fact, global food production has more than kept with increasing world

population in recent decades, increasing in per-capita terms by 0.9 percent

annually and even faster in such populous developing countries such as China and

India (UN 2005).

There are however, differences in food production between different regions of the

World. For instance "there is a trend towards greater food imports in many

developing regions, particularly sub-Saharan Africa which reflects the poor

performance of the agricultural sector in the region, where yields for cereals (1 ton

per hectare) are below the World's standard" (UN, 2005, as cited in Narayan,

2009; 155).

3
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r The World Bank Report on African food state in 1981 noted that "total food

production rose by 1.5% per year in the 1970's down from 2% in the previous

decade. But since population was rising rapidly by an annual average of 2.5% in

the 1960s and 2.7% in the 1970s, food production per person was stagnant in the

first decade and actually declined in the next. Import of food grains (wheat, maize

and rice) soared by 9% per year since the early 1960s thereby, reinforcing food

dependency. Food aid also increased substantially. Since, 70% to 90% of the

population earns its income from agriculture, the drop in production in this sector

spelled a real income loss for many of the poorest" (Ninsin, 1989: 186).

r
I

Meanwhile, as the overall food production has tended to stagnate for more than a

decade, growth in food demand has increased with population growth. To address

the deficit problem therefore, the continent has to resort to food imports. Between

1970 and 1980, the volume of total food imports increased by an average annual

rate of 8.4% (Ninsin 1989).

The increasing reliance on food import, even if it can be sustained creates other

problems of structural dependence on other foods like wheat in particular which

cannot be easily grown in the region. To make things worse, "such large food

imports as well as food aid still leaves a large number of people under-nourished

since such food items do not often reach the urban and rural poor" (Ninsin,

1989:187).

1__ r
Indeed, equity of access to property is recognised internationally as a pillar of

social justice especially regarding women. For instance, at the beginning of the

4
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1970s, women in Development (WID) activities within the United Nation System

increased substantially. Members of the UN specialised agencies and all

organisations and agencies within the UN system were invited to cooperate in

achieving WID objectives.

The 1970 resolution of the General Assembly of International Action for

Advancement of Women led to the organisation of an Interregional Meetings of

Experts on the Role of Women in Economic and Social Development by the UN

Division of Social Development in June, 1972. In 1975, the World conference of

the International Women's Year was held in Mexico. The Period 1975 -1985 was

declared the UN Decade for women. The end of the decade conference was the

Nairobi Conference in 1985. The outcome of the Nairobi's Conference was the

publication of a document that treated a number of issues such as legal equality for

women access to economic resources, women's right to control their own bodies

and the achievement of International peace.

In 2003 the protocol to the African Charter on Human and People's Rights was

also adopted in pursuance of women's Social Justice, the rights of women in

Africa, by African Heads of State at Maputu Summit of the African Union held in

Mozambique. This protocol reinforces the status of women's rights that have been

established and elaborated in other international and regional instruments.

Indeed, "agriculture is the most important source of livelihoods and land -is the

single most important source of security against poverty" (Rebecca, 2001: 14).

"Poverty is partly a consequence of interrelated factors, such as inappropriate

5
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policies, especially the neglect of agriculture and the crucial role that women play

in it" Rebecca, 2001: 25). Women contribution to agriculture is enormous as it is

found that in Africa about 70 - 80% of agricultural work is done by African

women (Todaro and Smith, 2006).

In many parts of the developing world, land has been and continues to be the most

significant form of property in rural areas. It remains for many people a critical

determinant of economic wellbeing, social status and political power. "There is

evidence to suggest that, economic resources under the control of male heads of

household do not necessarily translate into wellbeing for women and children.

This independent ownership of such resources by women, especially land can be

critical in promoting the wellbeing of the family and the empowerment of women"

(Rebecca, 2001: 15).

Gender inequalities even in agriculture limit productivity and efficiency which

therefore, undermines development agenda. The failure to put into the lime light

women contribution in agriculture, can result in forgone agricultural output and

incomes, food and nutritional insecurity. It is time to take into consideration, the

role of women in agricultural production and to increase concerted efforts to

support women to move beyond production of subsistence level to commercial

faming (Morna, 1992).

Actions taken by many States to redress the imbalances in the control of land has

rarely addressed the issue of gender imbalances. Land reforms in India and South

6
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Africa initiated by the state have virtually kept women out of the reckoning

(Agarwal, 1994; Meer, 1997, as cited in Rebecca, 2004)

In Ghana and for that matter Northern Region, land policies have not adequately

addressed the concerns of women and gender scholars have called for their

withdrawals ( Benneh et al, 1995). This is attributed to the position that a lot of

women in Ghana still remain without increased access to land, especially

agricultural land. Tsikata (2001) asserted that despite the establishment of Women

in Agricultural Unit in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, the bulk of women

farmers still remain without access to land resources. In Ghana, women's access to

resources whether land, cattle, labour or education have been substantially less

than that of men. This situation is key to understanding women's subordinate

position in society and to explain gender inequality (Tsikata, 2001). Haddad

(1990) indicated that male headed households in Ghana on the average own and

cultivate more acres of land per capita and have more access to credit than female

headed households.

1.3 Statement of the Research Problem

Concerns for food sufficiency and poverty alleviation are high up the development

policy agenda of successive governments in Ghana since independence. Ghana is

basically an agrarian economy as agriculture until recently dominates the economy

in terms of share of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), foreign exchange and

employment. It provides the livelihood for over 70 percent of the population

(MOF A, 2002). In the year 1993, the contribution of the sector to GDP was

7

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



41.4%,40.4% in 1997 and 41.0% in the year 2000 (ISSER, 2001). In 1974, the

sector employed 57% of the labour force and accounted for 35% of GDP (Ninsin,

1989).

From the foregoing analysis therefore, the high volume of food imports into

Ghana is paradoxical and unacceptable. There is a clear manifestation that

something is indeed wrong somewhere. This is more serious when one takes into

consideration the fact that Ghanaian agriculture is a peasant-based as small scale

farming continues to account for the bulk of cocoa and food crop production

(Ninsin, 1989). The importation of food crops especially rice is indeed high in

Ghana, to the extent that in the 2010 budget statement it was indicated that the

government imported 350,000 tons of rice, costing over 600 million US Dollars

(State of Ghanaian Economy, 2010). Joseph Bogner, a Hungarian economist,

recognised the problem decades ago and in 1960 he wrote that: "food imports

amounted 19.18% of all imports in Ghana in 1960. It is obvious that, such

continued high levels of food imports could not be tolerated; assuming unchanged

structure, imports in 1970 would amount to £129.6m. Such high volumes of

imports by Ghana, cannot be balanced by the country's exports" (Ninsin,

1989: 195). Therefore trends like these would significantly affect Ghana's quest to

eradicating extreme hunger and poverty under the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs) by 2015.

,.... To achieve food sufficiency as a country, the success will depend primarily on the

nature of access to and control over agricultural land resources in Ghana in general

8
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and Northern Region, in particular as a host region of the study area, since

farmlands constitute a key factor in any agricultural development programme.

Land is a fundamental factor in development because of its role in the livelihoods

of a majority of the population, in sustainable agricultural development, economic

growth and poverty alleviation. It is a key factor of production and a capital asset.

As a natural resource therefore, land is a livelihood asset from which people drive

their living. The crucial role of land as a natural resource cannot be relegated to

the background. Recent economic research findings point to a positive relationship

between more equitable distribution of land and economic growth (Deininger,

1998).

Land is a particular critical resource for a woman in the event that she becomes a

de- facto household head as a result of migration by men, abandonment, divorce or

death. In both urban and rural settings, independent real property rights under

these circumstances can mean the difference between having to depend on the

natal or husband's family for support and forming a viable, self-reliant women-

headed household.

Rights to land and natural resources increase a woman's bargaining power within

the household, which results in increased allocation of household resources to

children and women as well as increased household welfare (Katz and Chamorro,

2003; Quisumbing and Maluccio,2003). Quisumbing and Maluccio also find a

positive relationship between the amount of assets (including land) that a woman

possesses at the time of marriage and the shares of household expenditures
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devoted to food, education, health care, and children's clothing. Women's rights to

land and natural resources can impact women's empowerment as well, not only

household welfare. "women with land rights are more likely to be active members

of their communities, and as a result, community institutions themselves are more

likely to be responsive to women's needs (Voegele et al, 2009: 126).

IFAD,(1998) recognised that in Ghana as much of the rest of the world, women

are increasing their contribution to the provision of food to the household and

about 75% of women in the Northern Region spend their income on food as a

supplement to the family budget. In terms of labour, women form about 5l. 9% of

agricultural labour force in Ghana (Millar, 2008).

It is clear from above that women's contribution in ensunng Ghana's food

sufficiency and family welfare cannot be over emphasized and will indeed be

more significant if women access to and control over agricultural land is

increased. To ensure gender equality and justice, Ghana is therefore committed to

formulate and implement policies that support women access and control over

land in order to increase women's income and promote household food security.

In consolidating this ambition, Article 17 of the 1992 constitution of the Republic

of Ghana talks about fundamental human rights and freedom for all persons

without discrimination irrespective of colour, gender, among others. Ghana is

thus, required under the constitution to ensure that women are fully integrated into

all spheres of economic activities.
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To obtain land for agricultural purposes, women like men have traditionally

depended on their families to allocate them plots. The terms of tenure however,

differ for men as against women in many parts of Ghana including Northern

Region. Traditionally both men and women have rights to lineage land, but in

practice it is different, as ownership of usufruct are mostly men, partly due to

discriminatory inheritance practice (Nukunya, 1972). It is estimated that in all

three major ecological areas of the Savanna, where the host region is located,

forest and coastal agricultural areas, women farmers cultivate holdings about half

the size of those cultivated by men (Kotey and Tsikata, 1998).

In the Nanumba North District, chiefs, clans and family heads are regarded as

owners of land in which members of the clan or family can have access and

control over, for farming and this is the dominant male group. This is because

women are not considered as part in the use of land in their patrilineal homes, as

they will be leaving their patrilineal homes for marriage. However, in the husband

homes, women are perceived as strangers. Either way, women access to land is

thus limited in the Nanumba north district. Usually, they are only given small

portions of exhausted land by their husbands for farming.

Indeed, in the District apart from the fact that very few women have access to and

control over agricultural land, the type of land women can have access to is

perhaps exhausted, virtually infertile, thereby limiting their abilities to cultivate

crops like yam and rice on commercial bases. Yam in particular, is regarded as a

cash crop among the people which is known to be cultivated and produce good
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harvest only on fertile and virgin lands. Though regarded as the main cash crop,

hardly will you spot a woman undertaking yam production and commercial

farming in general, except legumes like groundnuts and beans and in most cases

okro, since such crops are believed to produce good harvest on exhausted land

than even virgin land. Though majority of women farmers are into legume

production, it is mainly undertaken on subsistence level perhaps only farm for

family supplement as they do not have much access to land, as a result, output and

for that matter economic growth and livelihoods are negatively affected.

Therefore, the limited access to and control over agricultural land by women in the

Nanumba North District is the problem to be addressed.

1.4 Research Questions

The study will therefore, provide answers to the following critical mam and

specific research questions:

1.4.1 Main Research Question

What are the factors that limit women's access to and control over

agricultural/farming land?

1.4.2 Sub-Research Questions

(i) What socio-cultural factors account for the limited access to and control over

farming land by women?

c
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(ii) What is the relationship between the educational level and women's access to

and control over agricultural/farming land?

(iii) What economic factors influence the quality and the size of farm land women

can access and control?

(iv) What is the relationship between agricultural policies and women's access to

farming land?

(v) What is the relationship between the legal land reform policies and the type

and quality of farming land women can access?

1.5 Research Objectives

The main and specific objectives of the study are enumerated as follows:

1.5.1 Main Research Objective

To determine the factors that limit women access to and control over agricultural/

farming land.

1.5.2 Sub-Research Objectives

(i) To establish the socio-cultural factors that account for women's limited access

to and control over agricultural land.

(ii) To determine the relationship between educational level and women's access

to agricultural land.
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(iii) To establish the economic factors that influence the quality and size of farm

land women can access and control.

(iv) To determine the relationship between agricultural policies and women's

access to farming land.

(v) To determine the relationship between legal land reforms and the type and

quality of farming land women can access.

1.6 Justification of the Study

In an era where there are the growing trends in the call for women equality in all

spheres of life including access to productive resources, the rights of African

women to access and control agricultural land resources have been questioned.

The study is expected to bring into bare the assertion of increasing limitation of

women access to and control over agricultural land than their male counterparts.

The role of women in agricultural activities cannot be over emphasized. In

examining Africa's women participation in agricultural work, women were found

to do 70-80% of total agric work. However, they simply produced to meet the

family subsistence requirement, while the men are into large scale cash crop

farming (Esther Boserup, 1998). Although, women supply 80% of labour for farm

activities, they have limited access to and control over land resources (IFAD,

1998). It is thus the desire of this study to make recommendations that contribute

to finding solutions to the constraints faced by women in assessing agricultural

land resources.

14

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



I~
•

The study will be relevant to policy makers on the need for effective participation

of women III commercial food production by formulating policies and

programmes to ensure increased access of women to agricultural land. The

research will also serve as a guide for further research expedition as it adds to the

existing literature of similar topics.

1. 7 Scope ofthe Study

The study contextually, spans specifically on the level of women's access to

agricultural or farming land in the Nanumba North District of the Northern Region

of Ghana. Therefore, the study is not about access to housing or construction land.

The Nanumba North District was carved out of the then Nanumba District with

Bimbilla as both the administrative and traditional capital as it is the seat of the

paramountcy.

The Nanumba-North District is located in the South-Eastern part of Northern

Region.The District shares boundaries with Yendi Municipality to the North, East

Gonja District to the West, Nanumba South District to the South and the Republic

of Togo borders to the East. Finally, the study was conducted in four (4)

communities in the Nanumba-North District, namely: Bimbilla, Kpabi, Lepusi and

Kpalga.
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1.8 Organization of the Report

The study is organized into five chapters. Chapter one gives general introduction

and background of the study, problem statement, research questions and objectives

as well as relevance of the study and scope of the study area.

Chapter two is mainly on relevant literature of the study. Literature is reviewed on

access to land, land tenure system, women in agriculture and government

agricultural policies and legal land reform policies. Theoretical and conceptual

framework was also looked at.

Chapter three explaines into details the methodology employed in the study. It

systematically analyses the research designs and tools used in the sampling

process and in data collection.It enumerates also the features\profile of the

research area. Chapter four contains the presentation and discussion of the data

collected.

Finally, chapter five emphasises on summanes, conclusions and

recommendations of the research findings in terms of policy making for both

traditional and local government levels in order to guarantee women's access to

agricultural land.

16

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This chapter presents a review of relevant literature to the study. The rationale of

any literature review is to find out what has already been done about the study

topic. Some relevant impirical findings regarding women's access to and control

over land generated by many researchers were reviewed around the following

themes: access to land, women in agriculture, land tenure and land rights,

Agricultural policies and their implications on women's access to land as well as

legal land reforms and their implications on women access to land. Equally

important is the type of theoretical framework employed in the study.

2.2 Access to Land

In discussing access to land, some concepts which have been used in various

senses in the literature need clarification and operationalization. The concepts

include: access, ownership, control, rights, usufruct rights which are used in

respect of productive resources. According to Kotey and Tsikata, (1998),

productive resources as used here include material and financial means of

production such as land, labour, capital (fixed and circulatory), social relations and

knowledge.

Access implies the right to use or to benefit from productive resource; control

however, refers to the effective exercise of such rights. The difference is important
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when rights of access are not acted upon or when those claiming the rights are

prevented from exercising them (Berry, 1989).

Access involves being among the category of persons in whom varieties of power

can be vested, while control represents the authority to allocate the powers. Access

is usually connected with membership of some unit of the production, functions in

the division of labour in production and resource management and is maintained

by active participation in production and reproduction. On the other hand, control

implies sovereignty and therefore vested in political authority at different levels to

guarantee access and redistribution of power (Okoth - Ogendo, 1980 as cited in

Kotey and Tsikata, 1989).

Access can be through rights of ownership and use or through informal

concessions granted by individuals to kin or friends or otherwise. In many

Gambian communities for instance, the practice is that, a man may allow his sister

to use a plot of land he owns and out of good-will but the sister cannot claim it as

a right. In the Gambia, there are several ways by which a woman may in theory,

have access to land, but not necessarily ownership rights (Kuenyehia, 1998).

Access is distinct from 'rights' to land as having rights has some implications such

as the ability to dispose or utilize it at any given time. Rights are defined as claims

that are legally and socially recognised and enforced by an external legitimized

authority, be it a village-level, institution or some higher-level judicial or

executive body of the State (Kuenyehia, 1998).
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Rights to land can be in the form of ownership or of usufruct. Usufructuary right

is associated with differing degrees of freedom to lease out, mortgage, bequeath or

sale of land (Kotey and Tsikata,1998). According to Ninsin, (1989), Usufructuary

right operates to vest in the person who is first to clear the virgin forest a

permanent right of occupancy over the place deemed cleared. The right however,

remains solely usufructuary but not proprietary as it terminates with the vacation

of the original owner's family.

Usufruct refers to both the rights of members of a land holding community and the

early and later migrants. Woodman, (1980), as cited in Kotey and Tsikata, (1998),

suggested that usufruct should be restricted to the rights of members of land

holding communities. The rights of ownership as used in the research is distinct

from access in a sense that, ownership necessarily leads to access, but access to

land does not necessarily lead to ownership ofland.

r Access to land refers to the ease by which communities,· households and

individuals acquire land for livelihood activities as well as shelter needs. However,

access to land is influenced by land rights or the 'bundle of rights' held by an

individual or household or a community. When community, household and

individual who used land can get it in sufficient quantity at a desired location, then

it is said that land is accessible. On the other hand, if institutional arrangements,

government land acquisition policies make it relatively difficult for prospective

buyers or leases to obtain land to meet their livelihood, investment and shelter

needs, then land may be described as inaccessible (Agyei, 2007, as cited in HDR,
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2007). Agyei's View of access to land is in congruence with the aim of the

research. Agyei did not however, specify how the vulnerable like women can

have access to agricultural land.

As regards the relationship between population growth and access to land,

literature reveals that population pressures limit access to land as humans have

encroached on pasture lands and farm sizes continue to shrink. According to the

World Bank, (2005) as cited in Morna, (1992) the amount of arable land available

to a person has declined from an average 0.5 hectares in 1965 to 0.3 hectares in

1987. This reflects in the reduced size of household farms. This assertion by the

World Bank does not indicate the sex effect of the perpertual shrinking of the farm

sizes due to population pressures.

Access to land can also be achieved through development and redistributive public

policies. However, in the Gambia household heads are considered male.

Therefore, the distribution of land according to household head in the lahally

pacharr rice project disadvantaged women (Kotey and Tsikata, 1998).

Some researchers even cast doubt on the effectiveness of public policies as regards

access to land. According to Rebbecca, (2001), development planning policies to

meet members economic needs have typically been in the form of providing

income generating activities rather than ensuring for example rights to land and

other productive assets. A comprehensive review of land reforms policies by

Decree and Leon, (2001) for Latin America and Agarwal, (2003) for India

revealed that fewer women than men received land from land reform programs.
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In recent years, there have been negotiations In land transactions between

perspective individuals and land owning families particularly, the land scarce

areas. With this development, inheritance rights over land under customary land

tenure regimes are no longer guaranteed as many people belonging to land owning

families are left to compete for less land (Amanor, 2001, as in HDR, 2007).

Amonor's view is silent on the position of women in the commercialization of

land.

According to Ghana Statistical Service, (2005) it is possible for women to have

access to land in the face of the commercialization of land where the socio-cultural

barriers of women access to land can be overcome, but the situation may not

favour women, as majority of the poor in Ghana are women. Indeed available

evidence point to the feminization of poverty which makes it impossible for

women to purchase land in the face of land commercialization. According to

HDR, (2007), poverty is more prevalent among food crops farmers and informal

sector employees as compared to public and formal sector employees. This has

implication for gender and poverty as more females are into the informal sector

and food crop production.

Access to productive resources, including land can be attained through customary

system. Land rights in the Gambia can stem from inheritance or an individual or

joint family basis, from community membership (eg where a clan or village

community owns or controls land and members have user rights to it), from

transfer by the State, or from tenancy arrangements or outright purchase (Kotey

r
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and Tsikata, 1998). These various ways of accessing land in the Gambia, do not

indicate whether, in all situations both male and female will have equal access to

land.

It is believed that women, other than men, have more access to land in matrilineal

societies where lineage is traced maternally. However, in illustrating the

disadvantage position of women with respect to land rights and access in

matrilineal areas of Ghana, Amanor (2001) pointed out that in today' s world,

women suffer from the consequences of men withdrawing their responsibilities

towards matrilineage and focusing on their own children. Matrilineal land is

becoming scarcer because men are alienating it to their children. As a

consequence, women are suffering declining access to land and have to rely on

husbands for land and where marriage is insecure, women suffer from lack of

access to land. However, this position of Amonor appears to rely heavily on

matrilineal inheritance of land which is in the southern part of Ghana, rather than

patrilineal in the Northern part of Ghana.

Some researchers believe that education has implication for access to land.

Improving women's access to quality and technical education will no doubt

improve their situation. Education can empower women to increase their access to

resources including land as the educated will be able to fight for their rights.

Dolphyne, (19991) established that it is ignorance that has made women to accept

the inferior position to which they have been relegated by the society for

years/centuries. Spurious beliefs about women's subordinate position based on
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cultural and religious concepts that cannot stamp up to close scrutiny, as well as

misconceptions about her physiology and her intelligence have made women

accept without question the superiority of men.

r
r

In Ghana, a research conducted by Duncan and Brants, (2004) as cited in (Owusu,

2008) on women and men access to and control over land in seven districts of the

Volta Region of Ghana, in which 60% of 200 respondents were women and 40%

were men. Their findings indeed showed how insignificant women have access to

and control over land. While men had full access rights to land, women often had

partial or conditional access rights. They also noted that, land ownership has

evolved from family ownership (eg. acquisition through inheritance) to individual

or private ownership through purchase and gifts due to increasing population

pressures, commercialization and agricultural intensification.

As to whether access to land alone is enough to achieving higher productivity,

Maxwell et al, (1998) as cited in (HDR, 2007), established that, access to secure

land without accompanying complementary inputs affects land productivity.

Apart from the fact that they did not indicate the level of women access to secure

land, they fail to appreciate that productivity will be severely affected if the inputs

are available and land cannot be easily accessed especially by women.

r
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It is estimated that in addition to the work within the household "women provide

60 - 80% of agricultural labour in Africa and Asia. Women make an important

contribution to the agricultural economy through the labour they supply in the

cultivation of cash crops, though the product and profit from the commercial crops

are generally controlled by men, women are usually responsible for the strenuous

jobs of weeding and transplanting" (Todaro and Smith, 2006:318).

2.3 Women in Agriculture: Implication on Access to Land

r

In the opimon of Esther Boserup, (1998) as cited In (Todaro and Smith,

2006:315), "in examining many studies on Africa's women participation 111

agriculture, found that in nearly all cases recorded, women did most of the

agricultural work and in some cases where found to do 70 - 80% of the total work.

These tasks are performed with most primitive tools and hard labour, simply to

produce enough to meet the family subsistence requirement while the men

involved in cash crop production". Both findings are in line with what the research

seeks to investigate as regards women's access to agricultural land since

commercial farmers use more land than subsistent farmers.

In Africa women farmers often find it difficult to adopt productivity - enhancing

technologies because they have land rights only through men. They are obliged to

provide labour to male controlled activities which sometimes take precedence over

working on the tasks they themselves control and they may have relatively little

technology (Dey Abbas, 1997; Voegele et ai, 2009).
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In Mexico, women own less than 20% of all farm lands (Korinek, 2005 as III

Voegele et al, 2009) and in the year 2000, 56% of women farmers owned less than

2 hectares compared to 35% of male farmers (White, Salas and Gammage, 2003),

as cited in Voegele et al, 2009). Women farmers therefore, face a greater

challenge as they have to produce their food crops in poorer soil, often on smaller

areas.

r

As regards the relationship between women farmers who organized themselves

into groups and access to land, a research conducted in Zimbabwe Zvimba area,

initiated by the Ministry of Community and Cooperative Development and

Women Affairs (MCCDWA), along with Food and Agricultural Organization

(FAO) in 1991, found that group women as group farmers have equal access to

resources including knowledge, land and inputs and learn to exercise new powers

of equality and decision-making (Morna, 1992). Women form 51.9% of the

agricultural labour, producing 70% of the national food crop output. Women also

represent 30% of cocoa farmers. Most women are involved in food crop

production and also playa leading role in post-harvest activities such as storage,

processing and marketing of food crops (GSS, 1987). The findings however, fail

to show whether women in Ghana have increased access to agricultural land or

not.

Women are usually responsible for clearing the under growth, planting, harvesting

storage, transportation and marketing. They are also actively involved in agro-

based industries such as gari-processing, palm oil and shea-nut extraction, fish
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smoking and dawadawa processing (Tsikata, 200 1). For instance, one can talk of

the "Mafi - Kumasi" gari-processing project which is a cluster of 18 villages in

the Mafi Traditional Area in the Volta Region, Esson Oil-Processing project in the

Eastern Region of Ghana, though men own the farm, the women usually dry the

fruits for the men for processing, fish smoking project in the coastal areas of

Ghana and shea nut processing projects in the Northern Region of Ghana.

Though women's contribution in agriculture in terms of provision of labour is

high, in the Upper West and Upper East Regions of Ghana, women are

traditionally not regarded as farmers whatsoever, despite their heavy involvement

in farm activities (Whitehead, 1984; Awumbila, 1996; Benneh et al, 1995).

Though, women are not considered farmers, Benneh et al failed to indicate

whether they have access to land or not if they want to farm.

While men can use the unremunerated labour of their wives (and often all of the

women in the household) the only way a woman can use the labour of household

men is by calling small exchange working parties which are remunerated in the

sense that she provides food and beer. In other words, men only work for women

of the household if this work is conceptually and materially turned into another

form of work (exchange), Kotey and Tsikata (1998), as cited in (Kuenyehia,

1998). Kotey and Tsikata however, failed to show whether women's limited

access to men's labour is translated to limited access to land.

In discussing the low involvement of women in commercial or capitalist farming

which is mainly cash crop farming, Dolphyne (1991), indicates that there are
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women entrepreneurs who do commercial farming, usually of maize or oil palm,

but these are very few. Dolphyne fails to show whether limited access to land by

women is the reason for their low involvement in commercial farming or not.

Further literature on the farming systems indicates that the growth of capitalist

agriculture deprived peasants fully or partially of their land and forced a large

number of those effected to become wage earners (Ninsin, 1989). Ninsin

however, does not show which sex group are mainly peasants. Most of the women

living in rural areas have small farms on which they grow stable foods and

vegetables primarily for feeding the family, but they sell the extra produce to

supplement the family income (Dolphyne, 1991). Though points to women as

peasants farmers, it does not indicate women's limited access to land. Also,

literature revealed that women's access to land has also been affected by

increasing scarcity following the introduction of cash crop production and the

commoditization of land. The rise of agricultural tenancies also introduced the

problem of high agricultural rents. These developments have made women's

access to land inferior to men (Kortey and Tsikata, 1998, as cited in Kuenyehia,

1998).

The National Commission of Women in Development (NCWD), identified access

to land and credit as major problems facing small - scale or peasant women

farmers (Dolphyne, 1991). Country studies in Sub-Saharan Africa show that the

percentage of women obtaining credit from financial institutions for agricultural

purposes especially is less than half of that of men farmers. Due to women being

less mobile compared to men, banks are harder for them to reach; and because
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more women lack land titles as collateral (Saito, 1994). Both Dolphyne and

Saito's findings are in line with the objectives of the research.

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), (1998) as cited in

Owusu (2008), researched into women's access to agricultural land in the Upper

East Region of Ghana. It observed that although women supply 80% of labour for

farm activities, they have limited access to and control over resources such as

land. Decision making on land is left to male village chiefs and elders as well as

heads of clan at the community level. Women obtain temporary use of farm plots

from their husbands. Widows tend to lose access to farm land unless they have

male children. Unmarried women seldom have access to farm land and women

who gain access to farm plots, get the least productive and most distant plots. The

findings ofIFAD are in congruence with the objectives of the research

A research finding in the University of Ghana on the study of agriculture as a

programme, an occupation dominated by women, enrolment is as low as 20% of

all students at the university (University of Ghana Basic Statistics, 2000), as cited

in Tsikata, (2001). This has an implication for women in agriculture and access to

land, since some researchers like Dolphyne (1991) point to a positive correlation

between education and access to land. Therefore, the probability of women who

studied agriculture, developing interest in farming will be high, thereby improving

women's access to agricultural land.
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2.4 Land Tenure System

The term land tenure implies various laws, rules and obligations governing the

land holding and ownership of the rights and interest in land. The term provides a

super structure within which the rights and interest are exercised. The rights and

interest varied widely: legal or customary, temporal or perpetual, big or small,

secure or otherwise (Tsikata, 2001). According to Kuenyehia (1999), tenure

making involves practices such as clearing land, paying customary obligations,

establishing one's own farm on land which customarily belongs to a spouse or a

child and paying rent.

Customary tenancies are contractual arrangements by which a person not entitled

to free use of piece of land acquires specified rights in a land in return for some

form of consideration. It may entail share-cropping in which a portion of the crop

is retained by land lord or the land is shared between the parties after the making

of the farm (Kuenyehia 1998). Kuenyehia does not indicate whether customary

tenancies through share-cropping guarantees land for women. The rights of the

principal land lords mostly men have been recognized, leaving women

disadvantaged in gender land tenure relations (Golan, 1994; plateau, 1996;

Rugdga, Obaikol and Kamusiime, 2004 as cited in Tsikata 2001). This position is

in line with the objective of the research.

According to Adams et al (1999) and Cotula (2006), land tenure is a broad term,

covering all those relationships established among men which determine their

varying rights in the use of land. It deals with the splitting of property rights
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among vanous owners, between owner or occupier and caretaker and between

private owners and the public. Indeed, this position of Rene, from day one does

not include women in land tenure relationships. The emphasis is rather on men

land rights.

In Africa, majority of lands are held under customary regime where local

community norms, customs, laws and rules determine the land holding system. In

Ghana about 80% of land holdings are held under customary land tenure (Amanor,

2001). However, Amanor did not show as to whether both men and women have

equal access and rights to land under the customary land tenure.

To a large extent, land tenure forms the basis not only for agricultural production,

but also for social and economic system. According to Mifsuf (1967), customary

tenure is not only a type of land holding, it has also a wide ramifications for the

social systems, way of life and beliefs of the people. Also, Gaddala, (1970: 173),

postulated that land is valued not for itself alone, its possession is a form of

security, a symbol of prestige and a source of power. Both Mifsuf and Gaddala,

failed to recognize which sex group (male or female) has more access to

agricultural land, and therefore, enjoy all the power and security associated with

land.

It is often suggested that, traditional land tenure system inhibits not only

agricultural production, but development in general. Plateau J-P (2000), asserted

that there are many inhibitions in the path of increasing agricultural productivity,

but the main ones are rooted in the system of land ownership and tenancy which
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limit the opportunities and incentives for cultivators to work harder and

effectively. Cousins B (2006), has observed that, perhaps, the most important

problem of agricultural production in Ghana is that of land tenure arrangement and

before any headway can be made in developing Ghana's agriculture, the problem

of land tenure has to be solved first. Both researchers made general statements

and failed to state which sex group is largely affected by the problem of land

tenancy, so far as access to and control of agricultural land is concerned.

Dadson (1983), however explains that there is adequate supply of land contrary to

the popular belief that land is a major problem. In the village of one's origin, a

native cannot be denied land. Within each community, the traditional system of

land tenure guarantees each member the right to access land for faming and

housing. Dadson's view of adequate supply of land, did not take into

consideration, the increasing population as against the fixed supply of land and

whether, women like men are free to access land for farming without being

hindered by either cultural or social factors.

Although one can talk of land pressure particularly in certain cocoa growing areas

of the Eastern Region, this has been occasioned more by customary land use

practices than land shortage, there is really no land problem as such in Ghana

(Ninsin, 1989). Apart from the fact that Ninsin failed to indicate as to whether

women and men have equal access to the abundant land, he has indeed

contradicted himself, by saying in one breath that there is land pressure 'and in

another, adequate supply of land.
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Kuenyehia, (1998), asserted that given the current abundance of land, there

appears to be no apparent discrimination against women access to agricultural

land. However, there is potential for discrimination against divorcees and single

women in the face of land scarcity and deferential access to good and quality land.

Kuenyehia's view, by implication admit that, whether land is abundant or scarce,

some section of the women population is discriminated against in terms of access

to good and quality land. This is in line with the objectives of the research.

Ghana's agriculture is predominantly rainfed with only 0.07% of cultivated land

being irrigated. Land availability for crop production is not a constraint, except in

localized districts of the forest, transitional and savannah zones where population

pressure reduces fallow periods and changes in weather conditions, leading to

environmental degradation with reduced vegetation cover, lost of soil fertility and

increasing soil erosion (Millar, 2008). However, this position of Millar does not

indicate the sex element (male or female) of agricultural land access as a result of

population pressure, in a sense that population pressure leads to scarcity of land.

r=

Mifsuf (1967) opines that it is not the land tenure situation that is the most urgent

or serious problem demanding attention, there are many direct means of stepping

out agricultural output namely: by improving agricultural methods, the level of

technology, reducing over population, improving the state of the country's

development and even the varying propensity in the taste of the community.

Although, Mifsuf talked about other means of increasing productivity in the
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agricultural sector, he did not consider the issue of land accessibility, let alone the

difficulty of women's access to agriculture land.

Despite these debates about land tenure, some scholars have called for land

reforms including the nationalization of all lands in the country. It has become

increasingly obvious that many of the defects of our traditional land tenure system

could be solved through the mechanism of government intervention and

meaningful land distribution (Bruce J, 1993).

Others have different reasons for State intervention. The sheer volume of

litigations of our stool lands seriously impeded the works of courts and lengthy

court lists and delays in justice delivery (Mpanga, 2011). However,

nationalization or government intervention in land issues does not guarantee that

all cases of land litigation will be resolved. Also, it does not guarantee women's

access to agricultural land or increase in agricultural production .

. Some proponents of land tenure system still believe that customary land tenure

could increase agricultural productivity. For instance, Ofori (1973), proclaimed

that it is valid to postulate that there are correlations between land tenure and

production and income distribution in agriculture in any country. Ofori, however,

failed to establish the direction of correlation or the relationship among the

variables (ie positive or negative). Apart from that land tenure has the ability to

limit women's access to and control over agricultural land which has a negative

impact on agricultural output.
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2.5 Women's Access to Land and Security of Land Rights under the

Customary Law

Customary Law as it applies to Africa in general and Ghana in particular, is about

the body of traditions, morals, social conventions and rules which through long

usage and widespread acceptance direct and govern traditional African society. It

is therefore, as much social convention as it is legal protocol (Jok and Leitch,

2004). Related to Customary Law is custom, since Customary Law is a

manifestation of our customs. According to Kuenyehia (2009), custom is a rule of

conduct, obligatory to those within its scope, established by long usage and that a

valid custom has force of law, certain, reasonable, obligatory and not repugnant to

statute law, though it may derogate from the common law. Dias (1964), postulated

that certain conditions need to be fulfilled for custom to be recognised by a court

of law. Thes are:

• The custom must immemorial antiquity. The onus of its antiquity lies

on the person who asserts the application of the custom. The burden

of rebuilding it lies upon the party against whom the custom is being

applied.

• It must have been enjoyed as of right.

• It must be certain and precise.

It must have been enjoyed continuously.•
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• It must be reasonable. Reasonableness of a custom is judged by its

comformity with justice, equity and good conscience.

In explaining the origin of Customary Law, Dias (1964), pointed out that when a

large section of the populace are in the habit of doing a thing over a very long

period, it may become necessary for the courts to take notice of it. The reaction of

people themselves may manifest itself in a mere unthinking adherence to a

practice which they follow simply because it is done; or again it may show itself in

a conviction that a practice should continue to be observed because they approve

of it as a model of behaviour. John (1988), in explaning sources of custom, stated

that the more people follow a practice the greater pressure against non-

comformity. But it is not the development of practice as such, rather the growth of

the conviction that it ought to be followed that makes it a model for behaviour.

r

Four categories of legal rights to land affect women, namely: the rights women

hold in marriage; the right to land when the marital household changes through

polygamy, divorce, or abandonment; the right to obtain land through inheritance;

and the right to purchase land. Indeed, these are affected by both formal and

customary laws (Agarwal, 2003).

Two main approaches have been taken by scholars to these legal issues, including;

a right-based approach and a more gradual, institution -building approach (Tripp,

2004). The right based approach focuses on formal legal reform as the key to

women's property rights. It gives particular attention to the constraints imposed

by customary laws and practices and to problems 111 implementing
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antidiscrimination laws. The institution-building approach asserts that legal

reforms undermine local systems of adjudication and create rigidity in customary

laws that prevent them from being modified and used flexibly (Gopal, as cited in

Tripp 2004).

The two approaches differ in their starting points only. Each recognises that legal

reforms must be acompanied by legal education for women and those who enforce

laws and customs and the inclusion of women in technical service, access to

resources (Financial and material) and policy making.

From the welfare perspective, women's land rights are promoted in the belief that

they will enable women to have direct access to productive resources in order to

meet their household basic needs (Cummings et al 2001). Indian women's need

for land rights for example have been argued for on grounds of family welfare,

efficient national development, gender equality and women's empowerment

. (Agarwal, 1994). In both cases, they failed to realize that you may have right to

r":
land ownership, but the quality and size of the land, are another issues.

Under the customary law, the major and principal ways by which women can have

access to land is through marriage, inheritance, lineage as well as contractual

arrangements. It is well established under the customary law principle that all

subjects of stool/skin and lineage; both men and women have the fundamental

rights of access to the lands under the jurisdiction of the stool or family (Tsikata

2001).
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Studies have shown however, that women's access to land is affected by a number

of factors including, patterns of marital residence, land scarcity, production

relations and gender bias in the size of land given to women (IFAD, 1998 as cited

in Owusu, 2008).

The security of land rights on the part of women is not all rosy, as they are treated

as secondary rights under the customary law, especially in patrilineal societies like

the Northern Ghana (Nukunya, 1972). The rights of women to land is derived

primarily from membership in households through lineages and marriage, which

tend to be insecure, since women membership in households in not static and

subject to change during the life time of the woman (Plaza, 1999 as cited in

cummings et aI, 200 I). However, in Malaysia for instance, Malay customary law

recognizes women's economic contribution by giving women equal rights to

possess and cultivate land (Kedung, 1992).

In Ghana, customary law recognises the rights of both men and women to lineage

or communal land theoretically. In practice, the rights of women to communal

land are limited. Among the matrilineal southern groups where inheritance is

traced through mother's descent and lineage, women have rights to lineage land,

but lineage heads more often than not, discriminate by giving out land in favour of

men (Manuh, 1984). Among the Patrilineal groups (where inheritance is traced

through the father's descent and lineage) in the south and north, both males and

females of the land holding or kingship group, have rights to the use of land.

However, the authority to decide on the land allocation to individuals is delegated
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to male lineage heads or clan heads, with women's access counting on the good

will of the male members of the lineage (Nukunya, 1972). Among the patrilineal

krobo in the south however, women strictly have no rights to lineage land,

although an unmarried girl in her father's house may be given land as a gift

(Kludze, 1973; as cited in Tsikata, 2001). The positions of Manuh, Nukunya and

Kludze are in congruence with the objective of the research, though, they did not

specify, the type ofland involved, whether housing land or farming land.

The hegemonic masculinity of men as household heads, in Ghanaian traditional

societies, stems from the fact that in practice, men have been regarded as

breadwinners and charged with responsibilities for the welfare of all household

members, as a result, men have control over land and other resources for

discharging these responsibilities (Tskata, 2001). This position of Tsikata implies

that, men rights to lineage land other than women, is because they are bread

winners or family heads.

However, in recent years, the tendency of women being heads of families is on the

ascendency. Not only has the proportion of female headed households increased,

but the marital circumstances' of these heads have also changed over time. Large

proportions of female household heads were widowed, divorce or separated in

1998 as compared to 1960 (GSS, 1998; as cited in Tsikata, 2001). Significant

proportions of women are defector heads of households (Bry don and Chart, 1999;

as cited in Tom, 1999). Therefore, going by household heads and rights over

lineage or communal land, women household heads and men household heads
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should have equal access rights to lineage or communal land. Nevertheless,

women-headed households still face limited access rights to land. Haddad,

(1991), as cited Tsikata, (2000), indicated that male-headed households in Ghana

on the average own and cultivate more acres of land per capita and have more

access to credit than female-headed households.

=

Marriage ideally, is the most important source of land for women under the

customary law. Marriage practices in the customary societies include marital

residence (where the couple live after marriage, which can be patrilocal or

matrilocal) and asset transfer (dowry and bride price). In most patrilineal

societies, residence after marriage is patrilocal where the couple and their children

live in the husband's community, and family land is handed down from father to

son. Women who marry into the community do not have rights to their husband's

family land or community land. On the other hand, a customary marriage based

on matrilineal kinship systems usually, although not always practice matrilocal

residency where the husband lives in the wife's village and he is given land by the

wife's family to farm. A new son-in-law is expected to work in return for the

wife's father, mother or uncle as a bride service. The husband after performing

this task may decide to stay in the wife's community by setting up their own

household where land would be given to them by the wife's father or uncle or he

may move back to his own matrilineal community where he can inherit or acquire

land from his matrilineage. Therefore, women rights for land in marriage, is

secured in matrilocal or matrilineal marriage societies than patrilocal or patrilineal

marriage societies (Voegele et aI, 2009).
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In patrilocal marriages, when a woman has the right to inherit land from her birth

family, the move to her husband's village reduces her ability to manage the

inherited land; that is the reason why daughters give up their inherited rights in

favour of their brothers. Plaza, (1999) as cited in Cummings et ai, (2001), argues

that the main structural factor limiting women's access to land in Mexico has been

patri-and virilocality. Since wives move to their husband's community, they lose

all claims to land. If they receive something of their parent's patrimony, it is

usually much less than what their brothers receive.

r

In the Patrilineal societies in the Northern and some parts of Southern Ghana like

Greater Accra and Volta Regions, many women's major source of land is through

their husbands (Tsikata 2001). Therefore women's access to land through

marriage has a lot of implications for women's land security and land rights.

What it means in practice is that, women who are not married will have little or no

access rights to land in patrilineal societies in particular. Even those who are

married, often security of tenure, ends with the death of the husband or through

divorce. Bench et ai, (1995), established that while married women as wives may

have access to land especially, agricultural land, unmarried women, divorcees and

widows have little access to land, particularly in patrilineal societies.

In the case of the death of a husband, the woman's male children would inherit her

husband among the patrilineal groups and the woman's interest including land on

which she was farming is taken care of by her own children who inherit the

husband property. In a situation where the children are young, the husband's
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brother acts as an administrator till the children become older (Tsikata, 2001).

However, Fafchamps et al, (2002), found in Rural Ethiopia that women's land

rights within marriage will aford them greater claims on the disposition of assets

upon divorce or death of their husband. Fafchamps et al however, failed to

indicate as to whether patrilineal marriage society or matrilineal marriage society

or both.

r

In heritance under the customary law, just like the formal law, is recognized as a

source of access to land. A women might inherit land in two main systems; as a

daughter from a parent or as a wife from a husband. Land inheritance as daughters

or wives is often the principal way by which women obtain ownership rights to

land (voegele et al, 2009).

Customarily, inheritance practices include: Patrilineal, matrilineal and bilateral.

2.5.1 Patrilineal Inheritance System

In patrilineal inheritance, land in all cases is handed down from father to son and

if he has no sorus), usually his brother inherits his property. Women or daughters

do not have right to inherit land from their fathers, though they are of the same

lineage. The belief culturally is that daughters leave from their fathers community

and family to live in their husbands community after marriage and therefore, if

they inherited land it will be under the control of the husband lineage (voegele et

al, 2009). This position is in line with the objective of the research, as it

contradicts the formal law which recognizes equal inheritance rights for women.
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Indeed inheritance of land by spouses is even less likely to happen than that of

daughters in patrilineal and patrilocal societies since ancestral land is closely

guarded and wives with no blood relationship with their husband or his

community are only given user rights, but not rights of ownership or inheritance

and often the user rights exist only if the woman has children with the decease

(Voegele et al 2009; Tsikata 2001).

In the Northern part of Ghana, where inheritance is strictly partilineal, women

cannot inherit land, women may keep land in trust for their sons in case of death of

their husbands (Tsikata, 2001). As regards patrilineal inheritance in the Southern

part of Ghana, Nukunya (1972), as cited in (Tsikata zonal: 42) however stated

that "among the Ga, Dangbe and the Ewe a woman may inherit land, but the

portions allocated to daughters is always smaller than sons". Both findings are in

line with the objectives of the research.

2.5.2 Matrilineal Inheritance System

Regarding matrilineal societies, inheritance practices seem more diverse.

Matrilineal communities in South-East Asia for instance, lineage and landed

property are traced through the mother's line and land is passed from mother to

daughter (Agarwal, 1988; Stevens, 1985). In the case of Malawi and Mozambique

which are also materlineal communities, although lineage and landed property are

traced through the mother's line, the normal practice is that only men can clear

land which gives them control over land resource (Voegele et al, 2009).

Inheritance in other African matrilineal societies, such as those in Ghana, also
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allows women to inherit land. Even though, the family land is usually traced from

uncle to nephew, a woman can also inherit land or acquire it in her own right

within her own matriliny and her community. Often, a woman inherit from her

maternal relative (aunt or mother), but she can also inherit from her father

(Voegele et ai, 2009). Thus, in matrilineal areas of Ghana such as Eastern,

Ashanti, Central, Brong-Ahafo and Western Region, Women can inherit land

(HDR, 2007). All those findings regarding matrilineal inheritance under the

customary law, point to a security of land rights to women.

However, in today's world of structural transformations matrilineal land is

becoming scarcer as men now are alienating land to their own children, leaving

women with declining inheritance and rights (Amanor, 2001 as in HDR, 2007).

Also, lineage heads who are mainly men among the matrilneal Akans, often

discriminate by giving out land in favour of men (Manuh, 1984) .

. 5.2.3 Bilateral Inheritance System

In some societies, both men and women have rights to inherit land. This type of

inheritance is known as bilateral inheritance. Gonzalez, (1992) argued that

inheritance practices are undergoing some transformations. Bilateral inheritance of

land is becoming more common in regions where agriculture is no longer a

primary household activity and has witnessed a structural transformation. Dela

Cadena, (1995), also pointed to the emergence of bilateral inheritance in Peru, by

indicating that inheritance in the highlands tends to be bilateral with both sons and

daughters inheriting land and animals from both parents. Moreover, Castaneda,
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(2000), reported of an increased interest by daughters in inheriting lands for the

security this offers them and that they are beginning to contest land rights.

In reviewing women's share ofland in bilateral inheritance, scholars have reported

a tendency towards greater gender equality in land inheritance in Peru over the

course of the twentieth century (Bourque and Wares, 1981; Lambert, 1997). The

reasons for the egalitarian inheritance practice, besides the growing lack of

viability of peasant farming and increasing awareness of national laws is the

increasing number of female headed households in rural areas. Also, it is socially

acknowledged that female inheritance of land are the best insurance policies in

maintaining some level of security for women and their children in the case of

abandonment, a phenomenon which is on the increase over the course of the

twentieth century (Decree, 1990). Though, the above showed equality in land

inheritance between males and females, but did not indicate, whether for all types

of land including agricultural land.

Some research findings however point to women's land security and land rights

being affected under the bilateral inheritance practices. Bourque and Warren

(1981) study of two rural districts in the department of Lima in Peru, found that

inheritance of land was bilateral. However, sons tended to inherit larger parcels of

land than daughters. In Chile, based on national level field work in rural areas,

Scot (1990) reported that inheritance ofland is formally considered to be bilateral,

with all children having the right to inherit from fathers and mothers, but in

practice women find it difficult to actually claim a share of land.
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In their study of German colonies in the State of Rio Grande de Sui, Carneiro

(1998) and Woortmann (1995) reported that daughters were generally excluded

from the inheritance of land. Inheritance of land was strongly associated with

those who worked it directly and women were not considered to 'work' in

agriculture. Moreover, it was expected that after marriage they would move away

and would be supported by their husbands since they practise patri or virilocality.

Woortmann (1995) notes a growing tendency in recent decades towards daughters

inheriting land, although it is always a smaller parcel than that inherited by her

brothers. Indeed patri-virilocal residence is the most common practice, favouring

inheritance of land by sons (Lambert, 1977).

Moslem inheritance norms are also bilateral, recognizing the rights of both sons

and daughters to inherit family property including land. However, where the

customary tenure is strictly patrilineal, Moslem norm may be ignored and strictly

patrilineal inheritance practice. For example in Burkina Faso, majority of families

are Moslems and in theory, daughters inherit land, this practice is not observed

(Voegele et ai, 2009). A perusal of the literature of bilateral inheritance therefore,

reveals that it does not necessarily lead to equal inheritance of land by sons and

daughters; rather it often favours sons in terms of the Parcel size and quality.

Contractual arrangement is another source of land security for women under the

customary law. The underlying basis for the customary arrangements is share-

cropping arrangements in which a portion of the crop is retained by the land owner

from the tenant. Indeed, in share-cropping land is normally given on the basis of
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the land lord taking a third share of the produce and the tenant two - thirds

(abusa), or a half share (abunu) (HDR, 2007).

In the past, share crop arrangements were mainly transacted between migrant

farmers and citizen land owners. However, as land became increasingly scarce,

few youth have the option of clearing uncultivated forest land to create their own

farms and many of them are obliged to seek share crop land to supplement the

land they gain from their families. (HDR, 2007). This finding does not however

indicate women increasing access to agricultural land. It does not show whether

both male and female sexes are given the same arrangement contracts or not.

Duncan, (1990) as cited in Kuenyehia, (1998) found share-cropping as a source of

land for women was problematic, many share-croppers complained about the

arbitraness of land lords in changing the terms of the tenancy at will, a situation

made easy for them by the verbal nature of many of these arrangements.

Idealy, outright purchase of land might be a major source of land security to

women. Generally, no law under the customary law prevents women from

purchasing land if they have the money to do so. However, in some Asian or

African countries, women are still considered minors and cannot enter into

transactions or initiate official Procedures without an adult man (Walker, 2003).

In Ghana, research has indicated high levels of female poverty which might affect

women's ability to purchase land if the opportunity exists. Studies show that

female headed households accounted disproportionately high levels of food

poverty in Ghana (HDR, 1991).
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Quisumbing et al, (1999) also found in Ghana that women heads of households, as

compared with men heads are significantly less likely to acquire land through

purchase and rental. Quisumbing and his Colleagues failed to provide the reasons

for the limited land purchase by women.

Agricultural land in the Northern Region of Ghana is customanly not for sale.

Even if the opportunity exists, relatively few women can take advantage of it

because of the costs involved and the need for the already accumulated capital.

Women's weak economic and social positions tend to hinder their independent

access to private freehold land (Tsikata, 2001).

It may therefore, be less easier for women to lease land than to purchase land.

Leasing land is less psychological threatening than purchasing land since it

requires fewer financial entry resources. However, leasing land does not create

long -terrn secure property rights in the borrower or lessee and in Burkina Faso,

.the increase and changing market value of land has had the surprise effect of

creating avenues outside the traditional channels for women to lease land over a

long term anonymously (Bruce el al 2006).

Though the long term lease brings longer time user rights land to women than the

short-term lease, it is still less secured as they cannot own the land. Giovarelli,

(2006), indicates that, men landholders with excess land are more than willing to

lease land to women because women cannot claim permanent rights to land- and

that husbands generally support this type of borrowing of land by their wives. As

a result, women are better able cultivate land independently, even though, theyr
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have no ownership rights. Giovarelli position gives women more access to land,

but it ends at user rights and not ownership rights which ensure more land

security.

One important traditional channel for women to own land as a permanent land

security, is the transfer of land as gifts from families or spouses. The important

point here is that women have rights of disposal over such land. However,

evidence on the extent to which families take advantage of this option to give

women control over land is lacking. Furthermore, in practice, it is subject to land

availability and the benefactor's personal wealth (Tsikata 2001). Therefore, it can

be deduced that, the notion of access to land and land rights is not generally

guaranteed to everywoman, it depends on the wealth of the woman.

In some societies however, a woman cannot receive gift of any kind without the

consent of the husband. Giovarelli, (2006) found that under the moslem personal

law in the philippines, a woman must have her husband's consent to acquire any

property by gift, except from her relatives. This assertion by Giovarelli does not

restrict women at all from access to land as a gift since her relatives can decide to

give her land as gift.

2.6 Agricultural Policies and Women's Access to Land

Government policies in the agricultural sector since colonial period have been

dogged by obsession with export crops and the neglect of food crops farmers.

This had a disproportionate adverse effect on women (Kuenyehia, 1998).

Although, Malaysian village women control between 10 - 30 percent of village
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lands, government policies continue to target land development schemes and

provide agricultural training and credit to men, marginalizing women's role in

agriculture. This biases on the part of governments is evident across the region

which might have a lot of implications on women access to land (Kedung, 1992).

The construction of Batany Ai Dam in Sarawak, Malaysia which displaced the

Iban people, a researcher who visited the resettlement colony of 3000 Iban found

that while earlier 90% of families had owned over 10 acres of good rice land, they

now owned no rice land at all and are compelled to work in the government's

rubber and cocoa plantations for low subsistence wages. Customarily Iban woman

had equal rights to rice land and did most of the cultivation, yet compensation was

paid to men (Kedung, 1992).

In most African societies land is allocated according to household heads and most

often than not, women who are household heads do not have equal access to land

as their male counter parts and this disadvantaged position of women household

heads is worsened by the government agricultural policies. According to Morna,

(1992) one in five African households has a woman as its head and more often

than not, does not have title to land or family property. In other parts of Africa the

figure is higher. In Botswana for instance, almost one in two households is headed

by a female. Yet government policies designed to improve agriculture have

consistently ignored the fact that 80% of producers in Africa are women.

According to a United Nations briefing paper, only two to ten percent of the

outreach of agriculture extension schemes is directed to women, credit schemes
r
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and other centralized efforts to Improve agnc have generally tended to Ignore

women (UN, 1990).

In Ghana, colonial and post colonial agricultural policies have a lot of implication

for women's access to farm land. The colonial agricultural policies of the then

Gold Coast were centered mainly on agricultural exports trade and mining

(Tsikata, 2001). The colonial authorities actively developed the cocoa industry as

an export or cash crop by sponsoring selected males for training in cocoa

cultivation, distribution of seedlings, setting up demonstration farms and

providing extension services. Beneficiaries of these were mostly males, since

females were not regarded as proper farmers (Mikel, 1989).

Rubber and oil palm were the earliest exports which laid the foundation for cocoa

as an export crop. The support offered by the colonial authorities made cocoa

rapidly become the most important cash crop. Cocoa production therefore brought

with it, changes in land relations. There was increasing commoditization of land,

especially, agricultural land which was also subject to various tenancy

arrangements. In the cocoa growing areas, cocoa had become a new source of

growing stratification based on creditor/debtor relations and new labour

arrangements (Vellenga, 1986).

Cocoa production as a cash crop also had inherited gender divisions -which

affected lineage and conjugal relations. Since cocoa cultivation requires more

labour than subsistence production, the conjugal family became an important
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source of labour (Mikell, 1989; Vellenga, 1986). The customary law recognizes

that wives had the duty to labour on their husbands farms without reprocity. The

practice of polygamy which ensured a source of labour for males on their cocoa

farms coupled with women's general lack of resources to hire labour, resulted in

many women owning food crop farms or smaller cocoa farms than male farmers

(Vellenga, 1986). Therefore, the colonial agricultural policies which promoted

land commoditization and gender division labour reinforced the discriminatory

customary practices of women's access to land and thus, deepened the social and

economic implications of the already existing gender inequalities.

The colonial agricultural policies were seen as though tilted towards cash crops

like cocoa to the neglect of food crops where more women are involved and

therefore, the policies were not in favour of the female in terms of access to land

and were also seen to be operational in Southern Ghana and not in the Northern

Ghana. Abdulai (1986), as in Bugri (2005), argued that notwithstanding the

recognition that the region is the grain basket of the entire country and a force to

reckon with in livestock production, there was no distinct agricultural policies for

the region for the most part of British colonial rule. Steele (1932) as cited in Bugri

(2005), concluded that even though, mechanized farming was considered by

advisors to the colonial administration as an imperative, if starvation was to be

avoided, only a partial and selective approach was adopted in its introduction.
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On the issue of agricultural extension services, colonial states policy of directing

agricultural training and extension services at male cocoa farmers ensured male

dominance in cocoa production (Tsikata, 2001).

The Post Colonial State in Ghana has been increasingly concerned with the

country's recurring food shortages, high food prices and rising food imports

(Konings, 1981). For instance, the growing gap between local production of rice

and demand which clearly demonstrates a shortage, about 50% - 70% of Ghana's

rice requirements had to be imported between 1960 and 1970, thereby

considerably depleting Ghana's foreign exchange reserves (Akoso-Amaa, 1975).

All post colonial governments have considered the peasantry largely producing for

its own subsistence with "archaic" production tools-incapable of meeting the

increased demand for food. Consequently, they have mostly relied on large-scale

mechanized farming. The social and economic policies of various governments

have centered on an overdependence on primary producers especially on cocoa

with various sectors of the economy underdeveloped and lacking foreign capital in

key sectors, but with a disproportionately large commercial sector (Roth Child,

1991). The colonial states preoccupation with cocoa and other cash crops

continued to the detriment of food production. The practice of supplying male

household heads with extension services and inputs were also carried over

(Tsikata, 2001).

The immediate post independent Ghana was administered by the Nkrumah regime.

This was purely a socialist government and its main agricultural policy was the
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Workers Brigade. For instance, Abdulai, (1986) as cited in Bugri, (2005) stated

that the government established 20 State farms, 9 Workers Brigade and 235

cooperative farms in Northern Ghana. Combined with the ideological commitment

of subsequent governments to the promotion of private enterprise has laid the

foundation for capitalist (rice) production in Northern Ghana (Shephered, 1979;

Konings, 1981). They did not however, indicate which sex group was dominant in

the capitalist farming.

After the overthrow of the Nkrumah's regime, agriculture was denationalized and

came under the control of a few wealthy individuals and a policy of economic

liberalization pursued (Kasanga, 2001, as cited in Bugri 2005). The agricultural

committee of the National Liberation Council (NLC) military government (1966 -

1969) recommended that, the State participation in production was to be limited to

large scale enterprises with operational advantages over peasant farming and

fishing, a policy that put the vast majority of small-scale peasant farmers in

Northern Ghana especially at the receiving end. Indeed, a leading economist of

that Government remarked that the desirable socio-economic policy for rural

development would consist of building up wealthy individual farmers even if

(that) aggravates inequalities of income within the rural population itself (Ofori -

Atta, 1978 as cited in Bugri, 2005). However, agricultural policies, that emphasis

the creation of few individual wealthy farmers, have been criticized for having

limited contribution to reducing unemployment (Killeck 1980, as cited in Bugri,

2005).
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A cautious effort was made by the subsequent civilian government (1969 - 1972),

to create a class of capitalist farmers among the urban-based "better educated and

better paid" petty-bourgeoisies (civil servants and businessman). The post 1966

policy of transforming Ghanaian agriculture through private enterprise enjoyed a

considerable push from the state in the form of soft loans, ,tax holidays, subsidized

inputs like fertilizer and approved seeds as well as subsidized support services

(Ninsin, 1989).

In 1972, the Supreme Military Council (SMC) made large scale intervention in

agriculture (capitalist farming) by both private and State capital as a strategy for

solving the food crises in the country. The government therefore launched

"Operation Feed Yourself (OFY) and industries (OF I) Programme" from 1972 -

1974 with a budget of ¢40m. This increased to ¢65m in 1978/79 financial year

when it was overthrown. At the beginning of the OFY programme, the lending

rate of the Agric Development Bank (ADB) increased from ¢8,622,944 in 1971 to

¢28,468,713 in 1972. The National Investment Bank (NIB) also increased in

similar direction by 83% in 1972. There was also a major irrigation works at

Tano, costing ¢15.5m (Ninsin 1989).

Indeed the OFY programme was regarded as a major agricultural policy by the

Acheampong regime, By way of subsidies, the interventions include; the

provision of foreign exchange to import machinery and imports of highly
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subsidized inputs and agricultural services (subsidies on fertilizer rose from 50%

of cost in 1970 to 81% in 1976, while subsidies on agricultural services increased

from 50% to 74%). This programme whipped up enthusiasm in agriculture by

various segments of the society including; businessmen, politicians, serving and

retired bureaucrats, the army and the police who had taken advantage of such

liberal State support and established themselves as private farmers, especially in

the Northern Savannah lands. While they were encouraged to go into grain

production, using capital intensive method of farming, the peasants were urged to

concentrate on labour-intensive crops like groundnuts, yam and cotton. For the

peasantry, the communal land tenure system would not hold any promise for land

security (Ninsin 1989).

Rice production in the Northern Savannah zone offered a remarkable example of

how the wealthy and influential members of society acquired agricultural land and

transformed themselves into capitalist rice farmers (Ninsin, 1989).

In 1976, according to Shepherd (1981), there were some 800 bank financed

capitalist rice farmers in the Northern Region. Shepherd did not however, indicate

how many of them were women since the capitalist farmers could have access to

large acreage of land.

In July 1977, for instance, the Head of State criticized business firms that had

acquired the best agricultural lands and other services under the pretext of

farming, but had not even set a plough to such lands (Kasanga, (2001) as cited in
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Bugri, 2005). Others have observed that, guaranteed and other price control

policies of that regime were an insult to smallholder farmers and became the

enemies of that programme (Korfker, 1976; Nyanteng, 1978 as cited in Bugri,

2005).

Development in agriculture during the following two decades exposed the fragile

nature of the peasantry rights under communal land law. These are mainly

women, since many of the small-scale farmers are women (Institute of Statistical

Social and Economic Research (ISSER), 1993).

The agricultural policies of the Third Republic had barely taken off when the

government was overthrown and replaced by the Provisional National Defence

Council (PNDC) regime in 1981. The PNDC military regime in 1983 instituted

the Economic Recovery Programme (ERP) to reverse the continuing decline in the

Ghanaian economy and the decline in agricultural production. In this regard, the

Medium Term Agricultural Development Programme (MT ADP) was initiated in

1987. The implementation of the MTADP was aimed at making quick progress

towards sustainable growth and development and consolidating the agricultural

gains of the ERP. There were numerous agricultural projects pursued under the

MTADP in order to strengthen the management of agricultural services and

establish a framework for a more national allocation of public resources to

agricultural development at a time of unfavourable macro-economic conditions.

This led to the withdrawal of agricultural subsidies on fertilizers and other farm
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inputs, which seriously weakened the productive capacity of many small-scale

farmers especially in the already impoverished Northern Ghana (Bugri, 2005).

Since many research findings point to the fact that women are the majority in

terms of small scale-farming, then the ERP agricultural policies had the potential

of driving women out of farming which may affect their access to land.

However, Nyari, (2001) as cited in Bugri (2005), narrated that specific agricultural

interventions under the MTADP such as the two phases of the Land Conservation

and Smallholder Rehabilitation Project (LACOSREP I and II) in the

environmentally degraded Upper East Region of Ghana deserved commendation

for targeting specific agricultural problems in Northern Ghana - LACOSREP I

and II were aimed at the promotion of new agricultural technologies through

focused training, provision of essential rural infrastructure credit support and

irrigation facilities as well as institutional capacity support for the sustenance of

these facilities. Nyari did not indicate how the LACOSREP programme could

favour women in terms of their access of land.

The Structural Adjustment programme (SAP) under the Economic Recovery

Programme (ERP) also concentrated on the promotion of exports crops in Ghana

and ignored domestic agriculture as an engine of growth. The resultant shift of

resources to cocoa and other exports coupled with devaluation and removal of

subsidies on agricultural inputs, progressively turned the terms of trade against

food producers (Loxley, 1988 as in Tsikata 2001). The position of Loxley,
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though, he did not specifically mention women, but by implication it means

women were the worst affected by the negative terms of trade of food crop

production since majority of small-scale farmers are food producers and greater

percentage of which are women.

A research conducted by ISSER, (1993) reports that, government agricultural

policies and practices have often tended to discriminate against small-scale

farmers, many of whom are women, but Ghana's agriculture had relied on small-

scale rural farmers using household labour. Over 90% of food production is by

small-scale farmers and 73% of farms in Ghana are categorised as small-scale.

Therefore, the decision to promote cocoa production, without a similar policy for

food crop under the SAP has implications for women's labour, their access to land

and their income generating activities in the agricultural sector since cash crops

are mostly owned by men thus supporting the gender inequalities that emerged

during the colonial period (Tsikata, 2001).

Capitalist rice farming in the Gbedembilisi Valley in the Upper East Region for

example, indicated how peasant communities/farmers suffered from the allocation

of large tracts of valley lands to capitalist rice farmers. The acreage acquired

generally varied from about 50 to over 1,000 acres, largely determined by the

degree of individual farmers' capitalization. Though, the rice farmers acquisition

of large tracts of land was not immediately resulted in the expropriation of

peasants' land, it blocked the peasants' access to grazing, hunting and fishing
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lands. At the same time, such land appropriation has forestalled the possible entry

of peasants into large-scale rice farming by either joining the ranks of capitalist

rice farmers (a possibility open only to the very few who have been able to

accumulate capital from cattle trade) or by farming co-operative farms (Konnings,

1984).

Bennett and Schork (1979) asserted that many rice farmers being stimulated by

access to cheap land and high state subsidies for agricultural services, practice an

ecological destructive, large-scale shifting cultivation. They cultivate only a part

of the large acreage acquired, with little regard to soil fertility maintenance (no

proper land preparation, fertilizing and weeding which require considerable

investment) and shift to another part of their farms (or to other farms acquired in

the rice villages) when soil fertility is depleted. The effect of this is that local

peasant communities initially ignorant of this ecologically-destructive farming

method had large tracts of land rendered useless over a short period of time.

Though Bennet and Schork did not specifically show the impact of their findings

on women, many research findings however, indicate that, women are the worst

affected in accessing land in terms ofland scarcity and fertility.

c

2.7 Legal Land Reform Policies and Women's Access to Land

Over the years, many nations have reformed their constitutions and civil codes in

order to either, incorporate gender-neutral language or explicitly recognized

women's rights and prohibit discrimination based on gender. Many nations have

modified land and property laws and regulations so as to guarantee women's equal
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property and inheritance rights. Most Latin American nations, Africa and Asia,

have modified land allocation laws and regulations (for example, for agrarian

reform and land titling programmes) in order to recognize and give women equal

land rights explicitly (Voegele et ai, 2009).

However, passmg formal legislation is usually not sufficient. Many laws

recognize and protect women's equal rights to land, but enforcement of these laws

may be lacking and attempts by women to have the law enforced can be painfully

difficult. The reasons for the failure of enforcement include conflicting

legislation, institutional weakness and pervasive influence of gender bias. It is not

uncommon that although formal laws may guarantee gender equality with regard

to access to land, other laws such as family and personal laws may be based on

patriarchal norms which undermine or directly contradict the concept of equal land

rights by not giving wives equal rights to marital property or daughters equal

inheritance rights. Land titling registration programs are good examples of this

type of discrimination. Although, the land titling programs may have no gender

requirements and the national laws uphold gender equality, the "custom" of titling

only household heads effectively discriminates against women and may actually

deprive them of customary access to land (Voegele et at, 2009).

Furthermore, in cases where legislation and State programs specifically address

women's land rights and attempt to address constraints in programs, such as land

reform and land titling, resistance from program implementations and participant
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population can derail the "good intentions" of State programs, which result in

token observance of women's legal rights. For instance, in Bolivia Giovarelli et al,

(2005) and in Nicaragua, Lastarria - Cornhiel et al,( 2003) found that despite the

very positive and specific language in land titling legislation regarding women's

and men's land rights, the implementation of the titling program resulted in the

great majority of the land being titled to men.

In Nigeria, according to Denman (1978), land was no man's creation, but a gift

from God; and that its ownership was rooted on the basis of first occupier and its

use over a long period which sometimes spanned over twenty years without

counter claims. That explained in part why in pre-colonial Africa, the structure of

land ownership and tenurial system were family and communal, though in some

cases, traditional rulers and village heads held land in trust for their people.

Denman's position does not show whether women could have equal access to the

family or communal land without formal legislation.

Upon the invasion by the British, the colonial government adopted vanous

methods and laws to take control of the Nigerian land. After the conquer of the

Sokoto Caliphate Uthman Dan Fodio and by the colonial proclaimation of 1900

and 1910, the power of emirs over all lands in a territory to be known as Northern

protectorate of Nigeria was revoked and vested in the State. However, the State

ownership of land in the Southern protectorate was done through treaties, but not

force. By 1914, the Northern and the Southern protectorates were merged to
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become what is known today as Nigeria. In the same year the Mineral Act was

enacted to consolidate the State ownership of land and Minerals found in the

country (Omoweh, 1996).

After Nigeria political independence in 1960, the Mineral Act of 1914 was

inherited in whole, lands and minerals found therein were vested in the Nigerian

state. The Mineral Act of 1914 was however, changed into the Petroleum Act of

1969 to consolidate its accumulative base. Accordingly, it enacted the Land Use

Decree of 1978 to reaffirm its sole ownership of lands (Omoweh, 1996).

However, many researchers have criticized the land use Act in terms of ensuring

people's access to land. For instance, Omotola, as cited in Omoweh (1996), has

described the Act as alien, ill-conceived and deepening the poverty of the rural

people, particularly those in the oil areas of the Niger Delta, who have been

forcefully evicted from their own land by the State. J. Obaseki (1986) as cited in

Omoweh (1996) a one-time judge of the supreme court of Nigeria, summed up the

status of the land use Act in the country as follows; Land may now be easy for the

government to acquire, but for the average Nigerian or common man, it is a lost

hope or objective. Both Omotola and Obaseki did not show which sex group was

more affected in terms of government control of land through the Land use Act.

In Ghana, governments over the years attempted to influence the communal land

ownership systems to bring them in line with the dictates of emerging modern
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economic and social conditions. Asabere, (1980) as cited in Bugri (1985) has

noted that policies geared towards transferring interests in land from traditional

landholders to the State (nationalization), and a trend towards individualization of

tenures (proprietorship) through title registrations have been embarked upon in

Ghana.

The British colonial administration of the then Gold Coast attempted to

appropriate land to the British crown in the latter part f the 19th century, around

1890s and this led to the dichotomy in land law in Ghana, whereby lands in

Northern Ghana became vested in the Head of State and lands in Southern Ghana

were held by chiefs. The difference in control over land between Southern Ghana

and Northern Ghana stemmed from the fact that lands in the Southern Ghana had

acquired commercial values even before the introduction of colonial rule and as a

result, the successful protest led by the Aborigines Rights Protection Society

CARPS), resulted to the abortive Public Land Rights Bill of the 1897. The

Aborigines Rights Protection Society was in fact a class-based organization of

intellectuals, bureaucrats, chiefs and the rich cash-crop producers which

opposition induced the colonial administration to recognize the alienable rights of

the chiefs and people of the Southern Ghana in their lands (Kimble, 1963). Kimble

however, did not indicate whether the success of the ARPS led to greater access of

agricultural land by women.
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The attempt to assert greater control over Northern lands by the colonial

administration, met with success. As a reservoir for labour, the conditions of the

North prevented the emergence of those factors around which the opposition in

Southern Ghana was centered, namely: the commercialization of land use and the

existence of educated elite capable of mobilizing chiefs and people (Konnings,

1984). In 1927, a Land and Native Rights Ordinance was proposed, declaring all

lands in the North 'public lands', without any prior consultation taken place with

the Northern Chiefs and People (Deer, 1975).

There are vanous reasons why the colonial administration interested to assert

control over lands 111 Northern Ghana after being unsuccessful 111 the South,

including among others:

1. To make it possible to forestall the permanent alienation of Northern lands

to unscrupulous speculators and to preserve the "customary" land tenure

system that had to be respected and upheld under the British colonial

system of "indirect rule".

11. The VISIOnof Governor Guggisberg, espoused in the 1920s to create

railway route to the North to open up that part of the country for

commercial agriculture. Control over Northern lands would enable the

colonial administration to acquire the land needed for the railway project

without the necessity of paying commensurate compensation. However,

the plans for the opening up of the North and building of the railway line

o
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were never implemented as they were clearly in conflict with Northern

Ghana's role as supplier of labour for the export economy of Southern

Ghana. But the special colonial land law for the North was never

abrogated.

111. The fact that the special land law regime for the North was never repealed

may be as a result of the colonial administration's continuing interest in

curbing the growth of a land market which could have given rise to the

development of capitalist relations of production in agriculture and other

sectors of the Northern Ghanaian economy, thus threatening Northern

Ghana's role as labour supplier for the Southern Ghanaian export

economy. (Konings, 1984). The reasons espoused by Koning for colonial

government interest in Northern lands, did not explicitly indicate greater

access to agricultural land by women.

Following the attainment of independence, the post-colonial governments enacted

a series of land legislations. Ghana therefore witnessed a plethora of land laws

including among others: Akim Abuakwa (stool Revenue) Act, 1958; The Ashanti

Stool Lands Act, 1958; Rent act, 1960; Farm Land Protection Act, 1962; Stool

Lands Act, 1960; Administration of Lands Act, 1962; Minerals Act and the State

Lands Act, 1962; Land Development (Protection of purchasers) Act, 1962;, Rents

(Stabilization) Act, 1962; Land Registry Act, 1962; Land Title Registration Law,

1986, PNDC Ll52; Limitation Decree 1972; NRCD 54, Conveyancing Degree
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1973 NRCD 175; Land Commission (Amendment) Decree 1973 NRCD 192;

Article 188:3 of the 1979 Constitution of Ghana and the Ghana National Land

Policy, 1999.

Land rights customarily after independence remains solely usufructuary, but not

proprietory as it terminates when the original owner's family vacates the land.

The usufructuary right in the lands of the communal or landholding group is

restricted to its members alone which cannot be transferred to non-members of the

landholding group. Thus, the rights of transferability or reversionary right of all

communal lands belong to the traditional authority in perpetuity. (Ninsin, 1989).

However, Ninsin did not show whether women were worst affected in terms of

access to land from the non-member landholding group.

To address this problem therefore, the Convention People Party (CPP)

government enacted land laws in order to give the State power over all stool and

other lands and to protect farmers whose titles to land are found to be defective

(Ninsin, 1989). However, the Northern lands, because of the 1931 Native Land

Rights, were still under the control of the State.

The period 1958 - 1962, saw the government move against the powerful chiefs

and other chiefs by enacting Acts to undermine the power base of the chiefs in

order to vest the control of stool and other lands into the State. They included

among others:
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2.7.1 The Akim Abuakwa (Stool Revenue) Act, 1958

The Act provided for the setting up of a department in the Ministry of local

government to be headed by a Receiver of Stool Revenue. To this officer was

transferred the responsibility for collecting all the stool revenue of the Akim

Abuakwa State as well as the functions of managing stool lands and concurring in

transfers of interest in stool lands that had been vested in the local councils of the

State by the Local Government Ordinance of 1957, together with the consenting

function left to the State by the State Council Ordinance of 1952. "Money

accruing from the Stool Land was to be paid into the Stool Revenue Account and

some of the money in the account was to be paid to the urban and local councils

on whose lands the revenues were derived which would by order determined by

the Minister for Local Government. The Minister in making this order was

required to have regard to the needs of the traditional authorities of the Akim

Abuakwa State" (Betsi-Enchill, 1964:67)

2.7.2 The Ashanti Stool Lands Act 1958 (Act 28)

The Act went a step further by substituting the Governor - General (now the

President) for the Asantehene so far as Kumasi Town lands as defined in the

Kumasi Lands Ordinance were concerned. "This enactment transferred to and

vested in the president to be 'held and exercised' by him "in trust for the Golden

Stool all such property, rights and interests as the Asantehene possesses in Kumasi

Town lands, as well as powers exercisable by the Asantehene concerning them"

(Betsi - Enchill, 1964:69). Thus instruments disposing of interests in this land
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were now to be executed by the commissioner of lands in just the same way as

with crown lands. It however provided that "the rents and other sums now

payable to the President by virtue of vesting in him of the Asantehene's interests

and powers there in, were to continue to be used for the support of the Golden

Stool and the benefit of the Kumasi State" (Betsi-Enchill, 1964:69).

It can be deduced from both the Akim Abuakwa (Stool Revenue) Act and the

Ashanti Stool Lands Act, 1958 that generally, there was joint control of stool

lands between the President and the traditional authorities, but such arrangements

did not explicitly guarantee women access to and control of the stool lands. Also

the land use pattern of stool lands in question was not specified, whether for

housing or farming whereby people could purchase land for. Granted that it was

specified, where women could purchase land, this could only happen in the

Southern part of Ghana, since in Northern Ghana, farming land is not for sale .

. Consequently, it was presumably considered desirable that the President should be

able to execute conveyances concerning such Stool lands directly without having

to refer to anyone. Hence the Stool Lands Act of 1960.

2.7.3 The Stool Lands Act, 1960

The Act was to enable stool lands to be vested in the President as trustee if the

public interest so requires. The Act was assented in December 22, 1960. By

interpretation, "Stool Lands Acts means the Akim Abuakwa (Stool Revenue) Act,
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1958 (Act 8), the Ashanti Stool Lands Act, 1958 (Act 28) and the Stool Lands

Control Act, 1959 (Act 79).

The provision for vesting of Stool Land in the President was as follows:

(1) Where it appears to the President that it is in the public interest so to do he

may by executive instrument declare any stool land which is subject to the

provisions of the Stool Lands Act to be vested in him and accordingly it

shall be lawful for the President, on the publication of the instrument, to

execute any deed or do any act as a trustee in respect of the stool land

specified in the instrument.

(2) Any moneys accruing as a result of any deed executed or act done by the

President under the provisions of the preceding subsection shall be paid

into the relevant Stool Lands Account.

Related to the Stool Lands Act, is the Administration of Lands Act, 1962 which

sought to consolidate with amendments, the enactments relating to the

administration of Stool and other Lands.

2.7.4 The Administration of Lands Act, 1962 (Act 123)

The enactment of the Administration of Lands Act came into force on June 14,

1962. As its short title might indicate, the enactments so far discussed have been

repealed by it and their provisions reproduced here with some streamlining.

The management of Stool Lands is now to be exercised by the Minister to whom

functions under this Act are assigned by the President. The President may direct
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the institution or defense of, or intervention in, any proceedings relating to stool

land in the name of the Republic and to the exclusion, of any stool concerned, and

may compromise or settle any such proceedings. Boundary questions between

traditional areas are to be determined by the Minister after consultation with the

traditional councils concerned, and his decision shall be final (Betsi - Enchill,

1964).

The provisions 111 the Stool Lands Act, 1960, noticed above, concermng the

vesting of title to Stool Land in the President is now reproduced in sections 7 and

10 of the Administration of Lands Act (123).

Both the Stool Lands Act, 1960 and the Administration of Land Act, 1962, though

did not restrict women from possessing land, the concentration of government was

on the distribution of the revenue from land use and not a single provision was

made as to how women could have access and control over agricultural land.

Also, the State control of land leads to large scale farming and very few women

are in that category.

2.7.S The Minerals Act and the State Lands Act, 1962

The Mineral Act came into force in June, 1962. The Minerals Act, 1962, was a

general Act of compulsory acquisition. "It vested in the President, on behalf of

the Republic of Ghana in trust for the people of Ghana, the entire property in and

control of all Minerals in under or upon, any lands in Ghana, all rivers, streams

and water courses throughout Ghana and land covered by territorial waters" (Betsi

- Enchill, 1964:289).
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Future licensing for prospecting dredging, mining and also for diverting waters for

mining and other industrial purposes are to be granted by the President after

enquiry and upon such terms as may be prescribed. The President may, some

what as under the State Lands Act, 1962, declare that any land is required for the

purposes of such license if the holder of the license is unable to obtain the use of

such land by private agreement. It provides for adequate compensation to be paid

to persons claiming a right or interest in the land, and specifies the basis of

calculation of such compensation. It safeguards the rights of private land-owners

by providing for a measure of redress to a Tribunal against assessments of

compensation which they regard as unsatisfactory. The Minerals and State Lands

Acts, though recognize private individual interest in land, has the tendency of

depriving farmers from agricultural land, thereby affecting women who are mainly

in food crop farming.

2.7.6 Rent Control Legislation

Historically, rent control legislation in Ghana originated as emergency legislation

made under Emergency Powers Acts of 1939 and 1940. The objective in 1942

and 1943 was to fix rents at the 1939 levels and to restrict eviction of tenants.

The idea was to deal with the housing shortage at the time when war conditions

and requirements practically brought new building to a standstill. The 1947 Rent

Control Ordinance superceded the emergency Regulations, which came into force
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in 1948 and applied only to premises the annual rent of which did not exceed one

hundred pounds. Also, it pegged rents at the 1939 levels. Then came the Rent

Control Ordinance, 1952, which pegged rents at the 1949 levels. The Rent Control

(Amendment) Act, 1960 was next in the series of rent legislations. The idea of the

enactment is to render illegal any rent or other payment charged in excess of the

level or standard at which it stood at 1948 (now July 1, 1960), and at the same

time to give security of tenure to tenants by restricting the powers of landlords to

eject them.

r 2.7.7 Rents (Stablisation) Act, 1962

Related to the Rent control legislation, is the Rents (Stabilization) Act, 1962. This

enactment empowers the Minister to make regulations prescribing rents to be paid

in respect of any interest in land vested in the President or in any land which is

stool land or land within the Northern or Upper Regions, covered by the

Administration of lands Act, 1962. Nobody, notwithstanding any agreement to

the contrary, may demand or take in respect of any interest in land subject to the

enactment made there under any rent other than the rent prescribed in such

regulations. Nor may any person, without prior consent in writing of the Minister,

serve any notice claiming vacant possession from any person in possession of land

subject to the Act.

The Rent control legislation, including the stabilisation Act, would limit women's

access and control to land since it attached payment to land for agricultural
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purposes. The fact remains that in Ghana, women form majority of the poverty

class, especially women in the Northern and Upper Regions of Ghana.

2.7.8 Land Registry Act, 1962

The Act is a facility of registration of instrument relating to interest III land.

Registration consists of filling a duplicate or a copy of the instrument brought for

registration. Where a map or plan is comprised in or annexed to an instrument, a

true copy of the map plan must accompany the instrument when brought for

registration. The consequences of Registration include: Registration necessary for

validity and Registration to be actual notice.

2.7.8.1 Registration necessary for validity;

24 (1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, an instrument other than,

(a) a will, or

(b) ajudge's certificate'

(2) Nothing in this Act shall operate to prevent any instrument which, by

virtue of any enactment, takes effect from a particular date from so taking

effect.

c

2.7.8.2 Registration to be actual notice;

25. (1) The registration of any instrument shall be deemed to constitute actual

notice of the instrument and of the fact of registration to all persons
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and for all purposes, as from the date of registration, unless

otherwise provided in any enactment.

(2) This section does not apply to judge's certificate or a probate.

The land Registry Act, did not include registration of land obtained by will which

is one of the ways by which women in some traditional societies will have access

and control over agricultural land. Also, it did not specifically mention whether

agricultural land can be registered or not. And to add to this is the fact that, it

talked about instrument of registration and not title to the registration.

The 1966 coup d' etat brought the National Liberation Council government into

power. The group was for Liberal Democratic Principles and they believe that

communal property like land has value and status as any private property and

should be treated as such. As a result, they directed their political efforts at

safeguarding communal lands against violations as occurred under the previous

(CPP) government.

In operationalising this position, Article 164: 1 of the 1969 Constitution of Ghana

of the Second Republic provided that:

All stools lands in Ghana shall vest in the appropriate stool on behalf of and in

trust for the subjects of the stool. Subsequent sections of this article provided for

the establishment of Stool Land Account in order to protect the interest of chiefs

against encroachment (Ninsin, 1989).
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However, the importance attached to communal lands by the new regime stands

out conspicuously in Article 18: 1 of the 1969 Constitution which stated that: "No

property of any description shall be compulsorily taken possession of and no

interest in or right over property of any description shall be compulsorily acquired

by the State" (Ninsin 1989: 171).

During a debate by the General Assembly on Article 18:1, in the opinions of

justice Azu Crabbe and Nene Azu Mate-Kole: "the right to property was the

fundamental question before the House because stool lands formed the very basis

of Ghanaian society and embodied the rights of the citizen. They should they

therefore, urged caution in deciding the matter so that its citizens would not be

undermined" (Ninsin, 189: 172).

While the ruling class of the petty bourgeoisie sought to protect stool lands, the

growth in the agricultural sector created opportunity for them to advance their

ideological interest in capitalist farming. This large scale farming which used

large acreage of land became intensified during the regime of the Supreme

Military Council (SMC). It can be deduced from the analysis that, ample

opportunity was provided for those who are willing to take up agriculture to

acquire land for development. The problem however, is the insecurity of title to

land, especially to women.

It is worth noting that, though the 1969 Constitution had vested all stool lands in

the appropriate stools, the communal lands in the North were not affected because

of the 1931 colonial law which had vested those lands in the State. Therefore the

dichotomy in land law of Ghana between the South and the North still persists

75

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



since the colonial era and was not resolved by the 1969 Constitution of the Second

Republic (Konings, 1981).

76

As a result of the growth of the capitalist rice farming during the 1970s, created an

increasing opposition from the enlightened Northern chiefs and intellectuals to

secure a reversion of those lands to the appropriate traditional authorities. The

numerous protests and appeals to the SMC to repeal the 1931 law, resulted in

December 1977 in the State agreeing in principle to the memorandum drawn up by

the Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources to repeal the law. Consequently, R.

L Alhassan Committee was set up to look into the issue. The Committee therefore

recommended the reversion of the Northern and Upper Regions lands to the

appropriate traditional authorities. However, it was the 1979 constitution of

Ghana, that gave legal backing to the reports and finally reverted Northern lands

to the traditional owners.

Article 188:3 of the third Republican Constitution therefore states that "for the

avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that all lands in the Northern and Upper

Regions of Ghana which immediately before the coming into force of this

Constitution were vested in the government of Ghana are not public lands"

(Ninsin, 1989: 173).

From the above analysis, it can be deduced that, the reverting of lands to the

appropriate stool or traditional authorities, attracted the petty Bourgeoisies to

acquire large acreage of lands for commercial or capitalist farming, thereby

reducing the quantity of land available to small scale food growers. Therefore, by
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extension, women access and control over land is threatened by stool or traditional

ownership ofland, since they form majority of the small scale food crop farmers.

r
2.7.9 Land Title Registration Law 1986, PNDC L 152

The security of title to land acquired from traditional authorities for commercial

farming after 1966, proved unsatisfactory by the rising bourgeoisie class,

notwithstanding the 1969 and 1979 Constitutions as well as the Limitation and

Conveyances Decrees.

The Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC) government in a response to

this problem enacted PNDC L152, (1986). In a memorandum attached to this law,

the government stated that: "The object of this law is to provide a machinery for

the registration of title to land and interests in land since systematic tenure

research in Ghana has revealed radical weaknesses in the present system of

registration of instruments affecting land under the Land Registry Act 1962 (Act,

122). The chief among them is litigation, common source of which are the absence

of maps and plans of scientific accuracy to enable identification of parcel and

ascertainment of boundaries; and lack of prescribed forms to be followed in the

case of dealing with affecting land" (Ninsin, 1989: 178).

c
The Chief Registrar of lands espoused the practical reasons behind the PNDC

L 152 and that, under the land Registry Act, 1962, the person who purchased a

parcel of land could register only the instrument covering the transaction and not
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his or her title to the land and the instrument cannot be pleaded in any court of law

to recover the land. Other inadequacies include the fact that purchasers and

mortgages of land are not protected against any liability in case the title of the land

is affected by fraud (Ninsin 1989). Therefore, "these and other defects and the

increasing confusion and insecurity of title led the PNDC to introduce this new

law in order to give certainty to land titles and to facilitate the proof there of and

also to render the dealing with land more simple and economical" (Ninsin,

1989: 179).

As to whether, the law actually had protection for the peasant farmer or not, the

chief Registrar of lands had this to say: "Complete protection would be given to

persons who have limited rights over land, such as those operating under the

abunu or abusa or other share cropping tenancies or arrangements; But if we

would recall, that the bulk of the peasantry are illiterate and above all ignorant of

such avenues of redress; that they are too poor to afford the services of a defense

lawyer and that the procedure for consummating such title registration is such that

would be of more appeal to the literate and enlightened, then the chances that the

mass of the peasantry would benefit from this law is indeed doubtful" (Ninsin,

1989: 180).

From the opinion of the Registrar therefore, women suffer from insecurity of

access to and control over agricultural land more than anybody else. This is

because, in Ghana, majority of the peasant farmers are women and women also

top the illiteracy chart of 50.2% as against 33.6% of men (HDR, 2007).
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2.7.10 National Land Policy, 1999 and its Implication on Women's Access to

Land

The National Land Policy, 1999, is seen as one of the most recent policies and

laws regarding land administration in Ghana. It was approved by the government

of Ghana on 21 st January, 1999. The policy has identified a number of difficulties

relating to land tenure and administration in Ghana. The 1999, National Land

Policy was indeed formulated with the aim of ensuring that citizens have equitable

access to land for the purposes of agriculture, housing, forestry, mining, industrial

development, amenity and environmental conservation and guaranteed land use

rights for all segments of the society in a sustainable manner (National Land

Policy 1999). Some of the specific objectives the land policy as regards

agricultural land resource use are as follows:

1. Harmonizes and streamlines customary practices and enact legislation to

minimize conflicts of interest within the land owning groups and between

the State and traditional authorities.

11. Guarantees equitable access and security of tenure based on registered

titles to promote investment and economic growth.

111. Ensures effective land use planning and development for every SOCIO-

economic activity for beneficiaries to obtain optimum benefits.

r
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IV. Develops effective continuous education on all land matters of the general

public and other needs of the modern Ghanaian society.

v. Minimizes and eliminates where possible through appropriate actions, land

disputes, litigation and landlessness in order to bring the associated

economic costs and socio-economic upheavals under control.

VI. Create and maintain effective institutional capacity at the national,

regional, district and community levels for efficient land delivery services!

VII. Promotes research into all aspects of land ownership, tenure and the

operations of the free market mechanism and land development process.

VIll. Instills order and discipline into the land market to curb the incidence of

land encroachment, unapproved development schemes, multiple and illegal

sale of land.

IX. Promotes community participation and public awareness at all levels in

sustainable land management and development practices to ensure the

highest and best use of land, and guarantee optimum return on land.

The above objectives of the National Policy were formulated in order to address

the specific problems and constraints of the land sector which the previous land

legislations seemed unable to address which might have necessitated the

promulgation of the 1999 National Land Policy.

In assessing whether the 1999 National Land Policy has been able to resolve all

the land problems in Ghana, Kasanga, (2000) as cited in Bugri (2005), has
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identified and espoused that, the success of any progressrve land policy be

evaluated against several criteria as follows:

l. Management of land rights at the lowest feasible level.

11. Multiple land tenure categories and security

111. Rules transition

IV. Equitable access to resources

v. Clarity of relationship between land rights bodies and government

institutions

Vl. Workability ofland registration transactions

VIl. New service orientation (administration serving the land rights owners and

not the other way round).

VIII. Low administrative costs, few administrative procedures and short periods

for documentation.

By interrogating the list of assumptions by Kasanga (2000), the lists are by no

means exhaustive. Conspicuously missing are the interests and rights of small-

scale farmers and vulnerable groups like women are not adequately addressed. It

is against this background that the following weaknesses of the National Land

Policy, 1999 are catalogued:

1. Weak policy process; Rather ironically, the land policy has identified the

lack of consultation with landowners by government in land -use,

management and decision-making as a key problem in land management.

However, it failed to reflect this in arriving at the policy document. Wilyr
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and Hammond (2001), as cited in Bugri, (2005) have argued seriously that in

arriving at the land policy document, a variety of experts were consulted and

that at no time were issues troubling officials passed on to ordinary citizens

and customary land authorities for consultation.

11. Lack of a pro-poor vision, the land policy does not offer a clear pro-poor

vision of enhancing the land rights of the marginalized and disadvantaged in

society for the promotion of growth and gender equity. The land policy has

no specific strategy to address the security of tenure ofland rights of women.

Indeed the marginalized position of women in terms of access to agricultural

land resources has not been identified as a specific problem that the policy

document intends to address. Nor does it have any policy in dealing with the

protection of the land rights of the vast majority of poor small-scale farmers.

lll. Weak Linkages; The Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS, 2000) has a

weak linkage to the National Land Policy. Agricultural and environmental

issues have not also been fully integrated into the national land policy. The

fact remains that land, agricultural, economic and environmental policies are

fragmented and have no strong linkages to each other. No sustainable

development can take place without an integrated and harmonious approach

in land, agricultural, environmental and economic development policy goals.

IV. Lack of comprehensiveness; new phenomena such as the problem of land

guards have not been addressed in the land policy. Katanga, (1994); as cited

in Bugri, (2005) has observed that the Northern conflict of 1994 between the

Dagombas (Chiefly people) and the Konkombas (Chiefless people) was a bid
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by both sides to lay claim to title of "landowner" in which between 20,000 -

35,000 people lost their lives and over 100,000 people made homeless.

Indeed, it was a matter of we own the land, the land belong to us. There are

still potential pockets of such conflicts in the region, but the national land

policy failed to identify this as a threat especially to women land security

and land rights.

As a result of the inability of the various legal land reforms and policies in Ghana

to effectively tackle specifically women's agricultural land rights, some

researchers have suggested that legal land reform are irrelevant and are therefore

not needed at all. Benneh et al, (1995) have espoused that land reforms are not

needed to improve women's rights in land since land relations are evolving in

response to the needs of women and other cultivators.

However, Benneh et al have failed to realize that their position might not be the

whole truth, since most often than not, the problem of women's land rights has to

do with implementation of the law and not the provisions in the law.

2.8 Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework considered for the study include amomg others; social

exclusion framework, behavioural model and antipoverty theoretical approach.

2.8.1 Social Exclusion Framework of Analysis

83

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



In reality social exclusion is a culmination of negative processes of social relations

shaped by gender, spatial, economic, political, socio-economic, environmental and

cultural circumstances and ideologies (Human Development Reports (HDR),

2007). The survival of the excluded especially, when they face hazards related to

age, sex or disability, is threatened when they have low capacities and material

resources and do not enjoy protection from inclusive group.

The history of the idea of social exclusion has its roots in the poverty discourse of

the mid-20th century and is closely tied to the social upheaval of the post-second

World war in Europe in which political efforts of reconciliation and redistribution

could not keep pace with the high levels of dislocation, urbanization and

migration. The Welfare State was adopted throughout Western Europe in the

spirit of collective responsibility for all (Cummings et aI, 2001).

"Rene Lenoir, French Secretary for Social Affairs in the Chirac Government in

France, is credited with the popularization of the social exclusion concept in 1974

publication - Les Exclus: Un Francais surd ix. His list of excluded people

included both the poor and social outcasts based on mental and physical

disabilities as well as racial, sexual and ethnic minorities" (HDR, 2007: 13).

Exclusion occurs when the population on account of certain social, political and

economic reasons, cannot make a claim on their rights and entitlements. For

example, persons with intellectual difficulties cannot make a claim on their rights

and entitlements because of their mental conditions. Women in the same vein,

cannot make claims of their rights in certain cultural set ups. Indeed the excluded
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are persons or group of people who are not recognized as part of the community

(HDR, 2007).

The framework captures the vanous dimensions of the drivers/factors of

exclusion, showing clearly that they include both tangible (material) and

intangible (relational) aspects as the first stage. The material component include;

rural/urban disparities, income poverty and resource degradation. The relational

component on the other hand focuses on discrimination in terms of custom,

gender, age, disability etc. When steps are not taken to arrest the negative

consequences of the factors of exclusion, any of the following may arise as the

manifestation or outcomes of exclusion which represents the second stage as

follows: poverty, vulnerability marginalization, deprivation etc which eventually

leads to social exclusion. None of the manifestations can be described as mutually

exclusive. It is multi-dimensional which calls for multi-intervention programmes

to effect a systemic change.

The third stage suggests the principles that are required to promote social cohesion

or inclusion. This included Rule of law and trust, Constitutional Democracy,

Social Justice and Equity etc. In Ghana for instance, the constitution sets the state

for social inclusion as it aims at achieving the objective of the Directive Principles

of the State Policy as indicated in Chapter Six of the Constitution. The pictorial

view of social exclusion framework can be seen in figure 2.1 below.
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Figure 2.1: Pictorial View of Social Exclusion Framework of Analysis.
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disparities
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Weak coping
Human dignity
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Source: Adopted from Ellen Bortei-Doku Aryeetey, (1997), as cited-in (HDR,

2007: 19).
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The framework however, does not show clearly the possible cyclical nature of the

process when it is not adequately completed. That is, what happens when the

programmes implemented to overcome the exclusion are not effective. This

notwithstanding, the model is adopted because, the disparities of access to land

between women and men, amounts to social exclusion.

2.8.2 Behavioural Model for Vulnerable Population

The Behavioural Model was designed to include domains especially relevant to

understanding the health and health-seeking behavior of vulnerable populations.

Vulnerable populations include minorities; children and adolescents; mentally ill

and disabled persons; women and the elderly; and impoverished and homeless

persons (Aday, 1993). The original model was developed in 1960s in the United

States to assist in understanding why people use health services and over time, the

Behavioural Model has undergone major revivions and updates (Aday and Awe,

1997). The second phase was developed in the 1970s to include the elaboration of

the measures of health services use specific to particular conditions and consumer

satisfaction. The third phase recognised changes in personal practices and the

maintenance and improvement of health status as explicit outcomes such as

enabling resources, need and health behaviours (Andersen, 1995).

A revised and expanded Behavioural Model for Vulnerable Populations is called

for because the factors that make homeless and other populations vulnerable might

also affect their health services and use of other resources (Aday 1994; Gelberg,

1996; Rew, 1996). Gelberg et ai, (2000) used the Behavioural Model to explore
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the interactions between the independent variable, "gender" (male, female), the

dependent variables (access, use, control, ownig land etc) and the intervening

variables such as age, education, income, patrilineal/matrilineal status etc. The

model uses three categories of predictor variables to explain the actions

individuals would take and resultant outcomes. It is proposed that, regardless of

the respondents of this study's vulnerability status or otherwise, the model would

explain the interaction between gender and the factors identified as the intervening

variables to explain access to, use of, and control over land, livelihood and views

on land reforms. The pictorial view of the behaviourial model is depicted in figure

2.2 below:
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Figure 2.2: A pictorial view of the Behavioral Model: - Gender, Determinants

of Land Tenure and Dynamics of Livelihoods.

Independence
Variable

Gender:

Female

Male

Intervention variable

Age

Religion

Ethnicity

Education

Income

Residential

status

Main occupati

Patrilinea I/matril

ineal status

Duration of land

use

Location (Rural,

Urban, pre-

Urban

Dependent
variable

Access

Use

Control

Views on

land

tenure

Livelihood

Owing

land

Source: Adopted from Gelberg et al, (2000) as cited in Journal of Studies in

Gender and Development in Africa, Vol. 2, Sept, (2008: 39 - 40).

Thus, the behavioural model is about how age, income, educational level, marital

status etc influence gender (male or female) access and control of resources and

their effects on livelihood.
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Through this model or framework, the expectation is that, the relationship between

gender (women or men) and depended variables would be mediated by the

intervening variables.

The model does not show the nature of interaction among the variables, only a

lineal relation is depicted. Also the study was done regarding the status of

vulnerability and not access to land.

The framework is however adopted because this study considers how the

intervening factors like age, marital status, education etc can affect gender

(women or men) access and control over land resources. Also, it is a simple model

which is very easy to understand and interprete without much difficulty. It can

apply also, unlike other models to wide variety of social issues in the society.

2.8.3 Antipoverty Theoretical Approach

The Antipoverty Theoretical Approach focuses on low-income women and aims at

increasing women employment and income generating options through better

access to productive resources.

The assumption is that, women inequality with men is attributable to women's

lack of access to private ownership of land and capital and partly to sexual

discrimination in the labour market.

c
The Antipoverty Approach is adopted because it seems to suggest that the

feminization of poverty is as a result of the limited access of women to land.
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2.9 Summary

Most theorists and researchers on gender issues from literature have the conviction

that women have little access to land and that the route to access is through their

husbands if married (Dolphyne, 19991; Amonor, 2001; Tsikata, 2001). Others

such as Dadson (1983) and Morna (1992) indicate that women have more access

to land just like their men counterparts as land is seen as communal property and

as a result belong to every member of the society.

r

Although substantial knowledge exists on the subject matter as captured by

literature, it is however, tilted towards women access to land in general and its

gender implications and not much is done in relation to agricultural land in

particular as well as the prevalence of such research in Northern Region and for

that matter, Nanumba-North District. The study therefore, identifies this as a gap

and pins women access to land to agricultural land and its impact on welfare of the

society. How the data was collected and analysed is discussed in chapter three.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This involves how the targeted sample was selected, the means by which the data

was collected and how the data was analysed and presented. Broudy (1963) as

cited in Tamakloe et al (2005: 123) is of the view that "method refers to the formal

structure of sequence of acts commonly denoted by instruction". Therefore, the act

of applying method is known as methodology. Methodology in research is taught

in many academic disciplines at various levels by people committed to a variety of

research paradigms. According to Festinger and Kartz (1966:4) "although the

basic logic of scientific methodology is the same in all fields its specific

techniques and approaches will vary, depending upon the subject matter."

. 3.2 Profile of the Study Area

The profile of the research area is discussed in terms of location, climatic features,

socio-cultural including religion as well as economic lives of the people as

captured below:

3.2.1 Location and climatic features

L
The Nanumba-North District is located in the south-eastern part of Northern

Region with Bimbilla as both the administrative and traditional capital as it is the

seat of the paramouncy. The District shares boundaries with Yendi Municipality to
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the North, East Gonja District to the West, Nanumba South District to the South

and the Republic of Togo borders to the East.

In terms of climatic features, the District experiences a single rainfall regime from

April to October in a year, with an annual mean rainfall of about 1000mm-

1500mm.

3.2.2 Socio-Cultural Features

In analysing the socio-cultural lives of the people, with reference to ethnicity the

occupants of the area are predominantly Nanumbas with the Konkombas, Basares,

Kabures and the Batoos as settler farmers and fishermen. Others include

Mamprusis, Gonjas, Akans, Ewes and Chokosi. The lack of ethnic homogeneity

tends to constrain socio-cultural organization and development. However, there

are inter-tribal marriages as a symbol of peaceful co-existence and enhancement of

unity in diversity in the area. The Bimbilla Naa is the paramount chief of the area

who enskins some other divisional chiefs including some tendanas (land priests).

The people celebrate a lot of festivals, including Damba, Bugum(fire festival),

yam, kpine(guinea fowl festival) among others.

Religiously, the people are predominantly moslems, as a result, they celebrate Id

Fitr (after Ramadan fast) and Id Adha (during Hajj) festivals as well. Traditional

religion is also widely practised as well as Christianity which is practised mainly

by the settler ethnic groups, including the Konkombas.

The development implication of the socio-cultural lives of the people is enomous.

In the first place, the system of governance is tantamount to that of the formal
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system of governance where the Bimbilla Naa enskinned sub-chiefs to other

communities to see to the smooth administration and peaceful co-existence in the

District as a whole. Also the importance of festivals celebrated by the people

cannot be over emphasized, especially, the Damba festival where the elites from

the District all over the annually gathered after the festivities to deliberate on the

development agender of the District. The yam festival for instance is belief to

bring about bumper harvest of yam after its celebration which leads to food

sufficiency and healthy living conditions.

3.2.3 Economic Features

Economically, agriculture is the District main economic activity which provides

employment to about 80% of the population as a source of livelihood. Majority of

the farmers are small scale farmers, but yam, maize and rice are cultivated on a

large scale. The potential of the district in agriculture is indeed enormous since the

land is suitable for the cultivation of cereals, tubers and rearing of animals such as

cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and poultry for domestic and commercial purposes. Other

economic activities which have engaged a good number of the populace include

weaving of traditional smocks, agro-processing (shea butter and dawadawa

extraction), fish mongering, wholesale and retail of general goods, transport

among others which are undertaken on a medium to large scale basis.

The population of the District, according to the 2010 Population and Housing

Census stood at 141,584. Out of this number, the female population was 71,587,

which is indeed greater than 6l.3 % of the total population. The male population
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was 69,997, representing 38.7%. Most women in the District, apart from being

farmers are also engaged in shea butter extraction and commerce.

The development implication of the economic activities in the District cannot be

over emphasized. The multiplicity of food crops cultivated in the District increases

food supply in the Country at large and hence the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

of the Country since agriculture is a major component of Ghana's GDP. Also

since many hands are engaged in the cultivation of various crops due to the

fertility of the land as well as fishing, then it stands to reason that the rate of

unemployment is reduced in the District and the Country at large.

The District is of interest because apart from the fact that women are more than

men as indicated by the 2000 Population and Housing Census, very few women

are engaged in large scale farming that demands large amount of land resources

and cultivation of commercial crops which use 'virgin' lands, rather greater

number of women farmers are into subsistence farming, mostly for family

supplement demanding smaller amount of land resources where access to land

may not pose too much a problem.

3.3 Research Design

A research design is plan, structure and strategy of investigation so conceived as

to obtain answers to research questions and problems. The plan is the complete

scheme or program of the research. It includes an outline of what the researcher

will do from writing the hypotheses and their operational implications to the final
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analysis of data (Kerlinger, 1986). According to Thyer (1993) a traditional

research design is a blueprint or detailed plan for how a research study is to be

completed, operationalising so that it can be measured, selecting a sample of

interest to study, collecting data to be used and analyzing the results. A research

design is the arrangement of conditions for the collection and analysis of data in a

manner that aims to combine relevance to the research purpose with economy in

procedure (Selltiz et ai, 1962). The researcher for all intent and purposes

employed a cross-sectional study design based on the frequency of contacts with

the study population.

Cross-sectional design is designed to study some phenomenon by taking a cross-

section of it at one time (Babbie, 2005). With this design one decides what one

wants to find out, identify the study population, select sample of respondents to

find out the required information (both women and men farmers). This design

stands tall for this study because it involves only one contact with a cross-section

of the study population being women and men farmers as well as traditional

authorities to get data enough regarding the level of women access to agricultural

land in order to analyse and draw conclusion as compared to longitudinal or trend

analysis as well as before-and-after designs. Therefore, cross-sectional design is

comparatively cheap and easy to undertake and analyse. The design however,

cannot be used to measure change where necessary as in longitudinal and before-

and-after designs, but the measurement of change is not an issue for this study.
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3.4.1 Primary data

3.4 Sources of Data

The research was conducted, relying basically on pnmary and secondary data

sources. The sources of data are discussed as follows:

Primary data was obtained from the following categories of people as respondents

in the research expedition: Women farmers groups: These groups were contacted

to obtain first hand information on the adequacy or otherwise of women access to

agricultural land since they are directly involved in farming as women and to

ascertain whether social groupings have influence on access to agricultural land or

not.

Representatives of traditional authorities as well as officers as key informants

were contacted to get their input on the extent of women access to agricultural

land, regarding especially cultural constraints since they are the owners and

custodians of the land as well as agricultural policies and legal land reforms.

Individual farmers regardless of being male or female with emphasis on women as

the target population were contacted. These people were important to be contacted

in order to ascertain the extent of women access to agricultural land across both

sexes.

Sources of various primary data, unit of data collection, type of data and methods

of data collection are tabulated in Table 3.1 below:
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Table 3.1 Sources, Categories, Types and Methods of Data Collection

Source of Data Categories Type of Data Methods of
Data Collection

Women farmers Women farmers In Both qualitative Focus group discussion
groups groups and quantitative. (FGD) guide and

Questionnaires

Traditional Chiefs and elders, Both qualitative Interview guide,
Authorities and praise singer (' Lug- and quantitative
Titleholding Tendanas and chief guide, FGD guide

farmers. Naa') and best and questionnaires.
farmer awardees.

Officers and title Officers from the Qualitative Interview guide
holding farmers departments of

Agric,CHRAJ,
Women's and
Children Affairs, the
Judiciary and Stool
lands.

Individual Both subsistence Quantitative Questionnaires
and commercial

Farmers
farmers

Source: Field Survey, 2011
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3.4.2 Secondary data

The researcher consulted several sources of secondary materials to gain an insight

into the current practice, theories and findings from researches that could be used

to affirm or dismiss some of the assertions regarding women access to agricultural

land. The materials relied on include text books, magazines, journals and other

materials from departments and agencies.

3.5 Sampling

Sampling is the process of selecting a few (a sample) from a bigger group or

sampling population to become the basis for estimating or predicting the

prevalence of an unknown piece of information, situation or outcome regarding

the bigger group (Babbie, 2005). Therefore, a sample is a subgroup of the

population of interest.

3.5.1 Sampling Units! Participants

=

The sampling elements included women farmer groups, traditional authorities and

officers as key informants as well as individual farmers with emphasis on women

since they are the target population in four (4) communities in the Nanumba-North

District. The communities are: Bimbilla (74 repondents), Kpalga (34 respondents),

Kpabi (45 respondents) and Lepusi the fourth community (50 respondents). This

included the 15 other respondents were selected across the District based on their

expertise and influence (key informants).
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3.5.2 Sample Size

The total sample size was 204 respondents, from 204 farm families or households

that were considered through proportional representation of households in each of

the four communities. The reason for the sample size not being too large had to do

with the triangulation of research methods, both qualitative and quantitative

methods which required a rather sizeable sample size.

3.5.3 Sampling Techniques

Sampling techniques are very important in social research. According to Twumasi,

(2001), the questions that come to mind when an investigator begins to select a

sampling technique are: How wide coverage is considered adequate? What type of

respondents will be able to give answers to the research questions? Will the

selected group of respondents be adequately representative of the community?

What typical groups of respondents are available? And whether a typical

community can be selected? Based on the above, the researcher used both

probability and non-probability sampling methods.

Under the probability sampling, the techniques that were applied included simple

random sampling, systematic randomsampling and in some cases cluster

sampling. The simple random sampling gave every member of the sampling

population an equal chance of being included in the targeted sample. The lottery

method was used in order to avoid bias. The systematic random sampling also
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gives each member of the sample population an equal chance of being part of the

sample. With this approach, the researcher used one (1) out of every ten (10)

household to select a respondent. By the use of cluster sampling, the units were

put into groups for easy access to information and to save time.

The non-probability sampling techniques included purposive sampling, which is a

deliberate or intentional selection of members of the sample size upon meeting

certain criteria like in-depth knowledge, member of a group and education.

3.5.4 Sampling Process

In the sampling process the researcher started by selecting the four communities in

the District through purposive sampling. They included: Bimbilla the seat of the

paramouncy; Kpalga, a community headed by a Queen ("ponaa"); Kpabi, a

community which is predominantly indigene farmers; and Lepusi, a community

which is predominantly settler farmers.

As regards sampling for the focus group, 8 members of two women farmer groups

who belong to farming group and being part of the study were purposively

selected in each community whiles one group of 8 participants from the traditional

authority in each of the four communities who are mainly men.

The District CHRAJ officer, the officer in-charge of Women and Children Affairs,

four community chiefs, four land priests for the four communities, the District

Magistrate, the officer in-charge of the stool lands, the chief District praise singer,

the 1997 National best farmer in the District and one woman District best farmer
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and an Agricultural Extension officer were selected by the use of purposive

sampling for the interview.

With regard to the quantitative survey, the researcher enlisted farm

houses/families in each of the four communities. Bimbilla, the District capital and

seat of paramouncy by virtue of its size was zoned into two clusters for the

enlisting, whiles the other three communities were taken as three clusters, one for

each community. After the enlisting, a systematic random sampling of lout of 10

farm households was applied to 750 farm families in Bimbilla community to get a

maximum of 75 farm houses. From the 340 farm houses in Kpalga community, 34

farm houses were selected. 45 farm families in were selected in Kpabi community

from a total of 450 farm houses enlisted. Finally, 50 farm families in Lepusi

community from a total of 500 farm households. In each of the farm

houses/families, one woman farmer was purposively picked, but where there was

no woman farmer in a household, a male farmer was selected. The rationale for

this approach is that almost all the farm houses in the District are headed by men

who might not have detailed knowledge of the study topic and more importantly

are not necessarily the target population. Therefore, 75 respondents were selected

in Bimbilla community, 34 in Kpalga, 45 in Kpabi and 50 respondents in Lepusi

community. This gives the total of204 sample size respondents. It is worth noting

that in each community, a community entry process was done, where the

Assembly member was contacted to lead the researcher to the chief.
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3.6 Data Collection Instruments

A triangulation of instruments including interview and focus group discussions as

qualitative methods were employed in the collection of data as well as the use of

questionnaire as a quantitative method. Interview generates qualitative information

or data. It is a formal or informal conversation between an interviewer (researcher)

and interviewee (respondent) about the topic under study. It could be in question-

answer form or free-flowing conversation. In this regard the researcher used semi-

structured interview which enabled him to stay focus and allowed for new ideas in

a free-flowing form.

The interview instrument was chosen in order to give the researcher detailed or in-

depth information about women's access to agricultural land in the study area.

Also, it has the advantage of having a higher expected response rate than other

techniques. In addition it records fewer incorrect responses resulting from

respondents misunderstanding some questions, because the interviewer can clarify

misunderstanding when asked to do so.

The focus group discussion also gathers qualitative information. It is a special type

of group interview in which a small group of (6-10) discusses a subject

spontaneously being guided by a facilitator (researcher). Due to the use of

interview technique, it is also referred as "focus group interviewing" (Berg, 1995)

as cited in Sarantakus, (2005).

The method entails selection of people with particular interest and expertise, the

formation of groups by bringing them together in the same venue, the introduction
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of the discussion topic (Women access to agricultural land) by the researcher who

acts as a facilitator and encouraging discussions among members of the group

rather than between the members and the researcher. In focus group, the generality

is that the researcher must have a thematic area, experts in the theme, interest and

good facilitator

The focus group discussion guide was chosen because it enabled the researcher to

gather more and important information within a short period to address the

problem of time and inadequate resources. Also it provided members of the

women groups the opportunity to make their voices heard.

As regards the use of questionnaire as a quantitative instrument, a questionnaire is

seen as a written list of questions the answers to which are recorded by

respondents. In a questionnaire, respondents read the questions, interpret what is

expected and then write down the answers (Tamakloe et ai, 2005; Keller, 2007).

As a result of the knowledge gathered from the views of Tamakloe and Keller, the

researcher blended open-ended and closed-ended questions in the questionnaires

used. The questionnaire as a tool was chosen because the study area as well as the

population was very large. Therefore, there was the need to capture as many

respondents as possible in order to ensure representativeness which can only be

possible through the questionnaire technique.

104

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



3.6.1 Procedure for Data Collection

In social research, there are many methods used in data collection. It is however,

important to note that the selection of a particular method must be decided upon in

the light of one's problem. It is necessary to use more than one method to collect

data (Twumasi, 2001). "There is no protocol to be followed in the use of anyone

of the designs or procedures, the procedure should be adopted to its circumstances

and be guided by judgement of its propriety and its usefulness" (Blumer, 1970) as

cited in (Sarantakos,2006: 152). In the light of the above and the quest to conduct a

perfect research, the researcher used interview guide, focus group and survey

questionnaires in the data collection process.

The quantitative survey questionnaires were first administered to all the 204

respondents in the four communities with the help of research assistants. As a

result of the commitment on the part of the research assistants and the

respondents, the research recorded 100% response rate. In facilitating focus group

discussion in each group of eight of the women group farmers and the traditional

authorities at a suitable venue, the researcher then introduced the topic on

women's access and control of land. As a facilitator, the researcher guided the

discussion so as to address the research topic, encouraged discussion among

members of the group rather than between them and the researcher. The

discussions were also observed and recorded by the use of focus group guide.

The 16 respondents picked because of their expertise, influence and achievements

were interviewed to explain further some of the findings from the quantitative
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1. The data was organized by reading thoroughly the field notes collected and

listened attentively to the recordings made.

11. Themes or categories were created the readings by means of colour coding.

111. The data was analysed and interpreted once the themes or categories had

been identified.

IV. The relationship among categories was then established.

v. Finally, a report was written to give a vivid description of the study

findings.

As regards the quantitative survey questionnaires, the analysis was done by the

used of Statistical Package for Service Solution (SPSS) program. The data was

coded into the computer, taking values from one (1) to five (5) depending on the

number of variables involved for each question. However, pre-coding of the data

was done on some few selected questionnaires in order to ascertain problems in

coding. The data was then processed and analysed into tables and graphs including

cross-tabulation. Finally, a report was written to give a clear description of the

study and findings.

3.8 Summary

The methodology adopted by the researcher regarding women's access to

agricultural land can be looked at from the following themes: research design, data

sources, sampling, data collection techniques as well as the analysis of the data

collected. The detailed presentation and discussion of the data collected is

captured in chapter four.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF DATA

4.1 Introduction

The data results are reported in this section. Data was analysed in the context of

the rationale for the adoption of the mixed methods approach for the study.

Findings from the quantitative methods as well as qualitative methods which

complemented the quantitative were reported. In the quantitative methods,

questionnaire survey was analysed using SPSS version 16 in the form of tables

and diagrams; interviews and focus group discussions for qualitative information

was also analysed. Key to the data presentation and analysis was the consideration

of the critical factors that influence access to, and control over agricultural land

resources across socio-cultural factors, economic and educational factors as well

as agricultural policies and legal land reforms issues. The Socio-demographic

characteristics of respondents are considered as follows:

4.2 Background Characteristics of Respondents

The demographic characteristics of respondents are derived from the quantitative

survey questionnaires administered and presented. The variables involved are sex,

age, education, occupation, marital status, polygamy, number of women in

marriage household who own land, household head, size of farm land as well as

the relationships among sex and size of farm, sex and level of education, level of

education and size of farm, sex and land ownership rights.
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4.2.1 Sex Distribution of Respondents

Sex orientation of an individual is a critical variable in any social research. As a

result, this study assessed the sex distribution of respondents in order to establish

the levels of access to agricultural lands by male and female farmers in the

Nanumba North District of the Northern Region of Ghana. From the total sample

of 204 respondents, 79 of them were males, representing 38.7% whiles 125 of the

respondents were females, constituting 61.3%. This means that female sex was

more than the male sex in this survey and this confirms the feminine nature of the

study as it concerns women as the target population.

4.2.2 Age Distribution of Respondents

Age is as important as one's status with regard to access to land. To become a

chief, tindana or family head, age is a determining factor and these groups of

people are seen as the original owners of land per the study. For the purposes of

this study, ages were grouped as 15 to 25 years, 26 to 36 years, 37 to 47 years, 48

to 58 years and 59 or more years. Field results of the age distribution of

respondents are presented in Table 4.1.
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Table 4.1 Age Distribution of Respondents

Age Range Frequency Percent

15-25 58 28.4

26-36 39 19.2

37-47 36 17.6

48-58 35 17.2

59+ 36 17.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

In analyzing the sample in terms of age in years, the data in table 4.1 shows that

58 of the respondents were within the age brackets of 15-25years which

represented 28.4% as the highest percentage. Next in terms of proportion was the

age range of 26-36years with a frequency of 39 and a percentage of 19.2. The

. remaining age brackets however, showed no significant difference in terms of

percentage. With a frequency of 39 and a percentage of 17.2, the age ranges of 37-

47years and 59 and above years, occurred simultaneously, whiles the age bracket

of 48-58years recorded the least frequency of 35 and a percentage of 17.2. The

implication of this analysis is that majority of the respondents are in their youthful

ages than old ages.

4.2.3 Educational Level of Respondents

Education attainment is another variable that can affect or facilitate farmers

capacity of access to farm lands in every community. Thus, education exposes
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individuals to useful information and a possible acquisition power in society. The

potential influence of the variable was assessed by this study and results presented

in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2 Educational Level of Respondents

Level of Education Frequency Percent

No Education 118 57.8

Primary 4 2.0

JHS/Middle 39 19.1

SHS/Technical 17 8.3

Tertiary 26 12.7

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the table above, it can be seen that more than 50% of the 204 respondents

. were not lettered. This consisted of a frequency of 118 and a percentage of 57.8,

whiles with a frequency of 4 and percentage of 2.0, primary education recorded

the least percentage point. Next from the bottom was Senior Secl Technical

education which recorded a frequency of 17 and a single digit percent of 8.3. The

deductions from the analysis is that apart from the fact that the illiteracy rate in the

District is very high, little attention is also paid on Technical education which

produces the middle level manpower.

111

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



4.2.4 Sex and Educational Level of Respondents

Table 4.3 below is an illustration of the proportion of each male and female to

formal education. The proportions are in both absolute counts and percentages for

easy comparison. What necessitates this approach is the fact that the male female

ratio is not 1:1.

Table 4.3 Educational level of Respondents by Sex

Educational level

Sex No Primar JHS/Midd SHS/Techni Total
Education y Ie cal Tertiary

Male
37 (46.8%)

2
4(5.1%) 27 (34.2%) 9 (11.4%) 79

(2.5%)

Female
81 (64.8%)

22
12 (9.6%) 8 (6.4%) 2 (1.6%) 125

(17.6%)

Total 118 24 16 35 11 204

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The data in Table 4.3 revealed that 46.8% and 64.8% of male and female farmers

respectively had no education. And at the Tertiary level of education, the

percentage of male farmers is greater than female farmers. Whiles the male

educated farmers were 11.4% that of the females were only 1.6%. What this

means is that more females than males are illiterates in the district. This therefore

supported the findings of UN, (2005) that illiteracy rate is higher among women

than men throughout the world.
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4.2.5 Occupation of Respondents

An individual's occupation can affect his/her access to agricultural land, hence the

need for the analyses of respondents' main occupations. Main occupation per this

study is the occupation that contributed most to respondents' source of livelihood

in an economy. The occupations studied in this research include: trading, teaching,

banking, farming and any other occupation. The results of the occupational

distribution of the respondents are presented in Table 4.4.

Table 4.4 Main occupation of Respondents

r-

Occuation Frequency Percent

Trading 36 17.6

Teaching 22 10.8

Banking 5 2.5

Farming 104 51.0

Other(not working) 37 18.1

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.4 in terms of main occupations, though the research was done on

farm families, over half of the respondents were into farming as their main

occupation. This constituted a frequency of 104 and a percentage of 51.0. Whiles a

sum total of 49% of the respondents, were into occupations other than farming.

What this means is that the district is agrarian in nature since majority of

respondents earned their livelihoods directly from farming.
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4.2.6 Marital Status of Respondents

The study took cognizance of the marital status of the respondents. By marital

status, the study looked at it in terms of whether one is married,

divorced/separated from a partner, single and widowed/death of a partner. A total

of 64.7% of the respondents reported that they lived with a partner and therefore,

married, while 4.4% of the respondents had broken marriages and hence divorced.

Table 4.5 Marital Status of Respondents

Marital status Frequency Percent

Married 132 64.7

Divorced 9 4.4

Single 44 2l.6

Widowed 19 9.3

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The data in table 4.5 above indicates that of the 204 respondents, 132 were

married which constitute 64.7%. With a percentage point of 21.6, 44 of the

respondents were not married, 9.3% were widowed whiles 4.4% of them were

divorced. What this implies is that the District is one of those where early

marriages are practiced.
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4.2.7 Number of Marital Partners of Respondents

Marrying more than one wife, though signifies a religious requirement, it is also a

social requirement in most communities in the study area. People who marry more

than one wife are given the greatest respect in their communities. Below gives

detailed breakdown of the polygamy.

In analysing the multiplicity of women in marriage, therefore, it was revealed that

121 out of the 204 respondents indicated that they were into polygamy, which

constitutes 59.8% whiles 40.2% of the total respondents were not. This illustrates

that the District is predominantly a typical muslim, traditional or 'free-thinkers'

jurisdiction which practice polygamous marriage system whiles minority are

Christians who are generally, monogamous.

4.2.8 Number of Women in marriage in Respondents household who own land

The level of access of a woman to agricultural land can be enhanced if she is

married. Marriage opens another channel by which women can access land from

their husbands' families. As a result, Table 4.8 illustrates in detail, the number of

women in marriage who own agricultural land.
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Table 4.6 No. of Women in Marriage who own Land in Household

No. of women Frequency Percent

1 28 13.7

2 61 29.9

3 19 9.3

4+ 5 2.5

0 91 44.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The data in table 4.6 indicate that of the 204 sample, 91 of them held the view that

no woman owned land in the household and this constituted 44.6%. A sample

percentage of 29.9 which is a frequency of 61 held the view that only two (2)

women owned farm land in their polygamous households. Indeed as low as 2.5%

of the sample size indicated that four (4) or more women owned farm land in the

polygamous household. This means that women in polygamous homes have less

access to land as the number of women in a polygamous household increases.

4.2.9 Household headship of the Respondents

Household headship is a critical variable in terms of ownership and control over

agricultural land. In most communities family lands are owned and managed by

household heads. The study therefore explores the potentials of household
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headship and access to land. A total of 48.5% of the respondents were household

heads whiles 50.5% were not household heads.

In analyzing the data in terms of household head, the data depicts that 99 of the

204 sample size were household heads through Yes or No reponses, representing

48.5 percent whiles 50.5% of the sample were not household heads. However, one

(J) percent of the sample had not responded and hence missing. The implication of

this analysis is that almost half of the respondents will have increased access to

agricultural land since family lands are managed by household heads in the study

communities.

4.2.10 Size of Farm Lands of Respondents

r

The size of one's farm is a variable that determines whether one is a peasant or

commercial farmer. For the purposes of this study farm lands are categorized as;

less than one (1) acre, one (1) to two (2) acres, three (3) to four (4) acres and five

(5) or more acres. Acreages less than five (5) were considered subsistence farming

whiles five (5) or more acreages were considered commercial. A total of 16.2% of

respondents cultivated less than one (1) acre and 21.1% of them cultivated five (5)

or more acres. A detail analysis of this information is presented in Table 4.7
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Table 4.7 Size of Farm Land of Respondents

Size of farm Frequency Percent

Less than 1 acre 33 16.2

1-2acres 69 33.8

3-4acres 59 28.9

5 acres and above 43 2l.1

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.10 it can be deduced that a sum total of 78.9% of the 204 surveyed

sampled, cultivated acres from less than five. Whiles the remaining 21.1% of the

respondents cultivated farm sizes between up to 5 and above acres. The

implication of the analysis is that majority of the respondents are subsistence

farmers than are commercial farmers who only farm for family upkeep.

4.2.11 Sex and Size of Farm Lands
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Table 4.8 Size of Farm Land of Respondents by Sex

The data in Table 4.8 is expressed in terms of the proportion of each male and female

respondent to size of farm land. Both absolute counts and percentages were employed

to appreciate the extent to which women have limited access to agricultural land.

Size of farm land

Sex less than lacre 1-2acres 3-4acres 5 and Above Total

Male 7 (8.9%) 8(10.1%) 23 (29.1 %) 41 (51.9%) 79

Female 52 (41.6%) 35(28%) 28 (22.4%) 10 (12%) 125

Total 60 42 51 51 204

Source: Field Survey, 2011

In analysing sex of the data and size of farm land, it can be deduced from Table

4.8 above that the number of males increases progressively from 7 to 41 as the

size the acreage increases, whiles that of women reduces from 52 to 10 as the

number of acreage rises. In terms of percentages, whiles smaller percentages of

the male sex 8.9% and 10.1% cultivated less than 1 acre and 1-2 acres

respectively, greater percentages of the female sex 41.6% and 28% cultivated less

than 1 acre and 1-2 acres respectively. As regards commercial farming, 51.9% of

the male sex cultivated more than 5 acres and only 12% of the female sex was in
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this category farming. These findings supported that of Korinek (2005) who

established that women in Mexico owned less than 20% of all farm lands. It

confirmed also, the position of White, Salas and Gammage (2000) that in the year

2000, 56% of women farmers owned less than two (2) hectares as compared to

35% of men farmers.

4.3 Socio-cultural Factors that Limit Women Access to and Control over

farm lands

This section of the study presents study results on the socio-cultural factors that

limit women access and control over farm lands in the Nanumba North District.

The specific variables discussed and assessed by the study covered land

ownership, household head and access to land, customary land tenure and land

security to land owners, customary land tenure and agricultural productivity,

customary land tenure and women access to agricultural land, women land access

.and ownership rights, women access to residential land and farming land,

population pressure threatens women access to agricultural land, the system of

inheritance, equality of access to land between men and women in bilateral

inheritance, women access to land through inheritance, women with children and

access to land, women access to land through gift, women in groups and access to

land, the status of women in terms of farming occupation and women access to

quality agricultural land.
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4.3.1 Views on Land Ownership.

An assessment of the ownership of land in the Nanumba- North District of

Northern Region revealed mixed results from the sampled surveyed respondents

and that of the interviewed focus group respondents. It came out clearly that

respondents' views on who owns land in the district varied mainly between the

Tindana and the chief as the major stakeholders to land ownership in the

traditional settings in the district. Field results of land ownership are presented in

Table 4.9.

Table 4.9 Land Ownership in the Nanumba-North District

Land Owner Frequency Percent

Chief 106 52.0

Tindana 77 37.7

Clan Head 19 9.3

Land Occupier 2 1.0

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.9, it can be deduced that of the 204 surveyed sample covered, 52.0%

recognized the chief as the custodian or owner of community lands. 37.7% of the

sample recognized tindana as the one who holds the highest title to land and hence

the owner of community lands. What is more revealing is the fact that only 9.3%

of the sample recognized the clan head as the owner of the land and an

insignificant percent of 1.0 perceived land user as the owner of the land.
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Therefore, majority of the sample covered seemed to point to either the chief or

tindana as the owner of the community lands, though the chief is slightly ahead.

Those in favour of the tindana had the view that he is the original owner and this

explains his relationship with the land gods. From focus group discussions with

the traditional authorities the following functions performed by the tindana were

captured as an attestation to the fact that the tindana is the pivot around which land

administration and management revolves and therefore the owners of land. They

include:

Custodian of the land or earth gods in the community and

sacrifices to them;

Intermediary between the ancestors and the living and a

repository of tradition;

Cleanses or purifies the land when it is defiled in cases like

murder and an act of sexual intercourse in the bush;

Custodian of the land or earth gods in the community and

sacrifices to them;

Protection of the community from impending calamities

with his spiritual powers;

Enfocement from evictions or banishment from the land;
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Leads the community in ceremonial festivities such as

thanks given to the land or earth god when they is a bumper

harvest, performance of rain rites during drought,

ceremonial occasions etc;

Introduction of newly installed chiefs to the land or earth

gods; and

Sod cutting for the commencement of land developments,

especially construction of houses and government projects.

Those who believed the chief is the land owner held the view that after all, the

chief initiates the tindana and in terms of sacrifice, it is the chief who organises the

sacrifice and asks the tindana to perform the sacrifice. Therefore, the chief owns

the land and the people on the land including the Tindana.

4.3.2 Household headship Effects on Women's Access to Agricultural Land

Being a household head is recognised as one of the variables that can influence

access to land in any traditional setting. As a result, this study tested respondents

levels of agreement on a likert scale from strongly disagree to strongly agree as to

the influence of household headship on people access to land in the Nanumba-

North District. The results are illustrated in Table 4.10.
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Table 4.10 Household headship gurantees access to land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 6 2.9

Disagree 30 14.7

Indifferent 7 3.4

Agree 121 59.3

Strongly Agree 40 19.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.10, it can be inferred that 78.9% of the 204 sample surveyed were of

the view that being a household head ensured easy access to agricultural land.

17.6% of the sample however did not agree with that assertion, whiles 3.4%

assumed a neutral position and therefore indifferent as to whether being a

household head guaranteed more access and ownership to land or not. Indeed, at

the extreme ends of the scale, it was found that more people agreed with the

statement than disagreed. Whiles 40 people with a percentage of 19.6 agreed, 6

out of the 204 respondents with a percentage of 2.9 disagreed. This has a lot of

implication on women's access to agricultural land, since women are largely not

household heads and therefore, their access to land will be limited.

4.3.3 Customary Land Tenure and Security for Land Owners and Users

The customary land tenure system is no doubt significant as it can secure the

security and access of land users to agricultural land resources and enhances
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agricultural production. Arguably, for the vast majority of small-scale farmers

who may never dream of direct ownership of agricultural land under the

customary land tenure system, security of land tenure regarding guaranteed access

to land is important for the purposes of agricultural production. Table 4.11

illustrates respondents' views on the issue that customary land tenure provides

adequate security to land owners and users.

Table 4.11 Customary Land Tenure Provides Adequate Security to Land
Owners

J'_

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 2 1.0

Disagree 40 19.6

Indifferent 13 6.4

Agree 137 67.1

Strongly Agree 12 5.9

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.11, it can be deduced that 73.0% of the 204 sample supported the

position that customary land tenure provides adequate security to land owners and

users. According to them, land for farming is abundant and anybody is free to

acquire it without restrictions. However, 20.6% of the sampled surveyed were in

disposition against the potentials of customary land tenure system in providing
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security for land owners and users. They explained that not everybody especially,

women can easily access and own land. Only 6.4% were undecided and therefore

remained neutral as to the potential of the customary land tenure in providing land

security. Clearly, majority of the surveyed sample were for the potentials of the

customary land tenure in providing security for land owners and users.This

findings supported Dadson, (1983) view of adequate supply of land and that

within each community, the traditional system of land tenure guarantees each

member the right to access land for farming and housing.

4.3.4 Customary Land Tenure and its Effect on Agricultural Production

The research explored the influence of customary land tenure system on

agricultural output. By the use of Likert Scale ranging from strongly disagree to

strongly agree, a total of 7.4% of the respondents strongly disagreed with the view

that customary land tenure is not a constraint to agricultural production whiles

1.5% of the respondents strongly agreed with the view that customary land tenure

is not a constraint to agricultural production. Table 4.12 gives a detailed report on

the issue that customary land tenure is not a constraint to agricultural production in

the Nanumba-North District.
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Table 4.12 Customary Land Tenure is not a Constraint to Agricultural

Production

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 15 7.4

Disagree 88 43.1

Indifferent 25 12.3

Agree 73 35.8

Strongly Agree 3 1.5

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

In Table 4.15, it can be inferred that of the 204 respondents, 35.8% agreed that

customary land tenure is not a constraint to agricultural production, whiles 1.5%

. strongly agreed and 12.3% uncertain about the limitation of customary land tenure

system to agricultural production. However, 43.1% and 7.4% respectively,

disagreed and strongly disagreed that customary land tenure is not a constraint to

agricultural production. In other words they maintained that it is a limitation to

agricultural production. The implication of this finding is that 50.5% of the

respondents did not support the view that customary land tenure is not a constraint

to agricultural production. As regards the negative impacts of the customary land

tenure on agricultural production, the following views were expressed from an

interview with a 66 year old at Bimbilla chief praise singer:
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- Customary land tenure negatively influences agricultural production

because the farmer's tenure is uncertain. The land owner could collect

back his land at any point in time, which is not good for farming. Usually,

vulnerable like us, women are not given the best land. Even if a woman

wants land for farming a man has to negotiate for her.

- Some expressed that what happens is that when people go in for

agricultural land because of the fact that it is not given to them

permanently, they are not committed to its development by way of

application of organic and green manure which improves soil fertility, but

if the land were to be given to them permanently by way of ownership,

there will be seeking to develop such lands.

However, a total of 37.3% of the respondents were in favour of the position that

customary land tenure is not a constraint to agricultural production. Some opinions

regarding the potentials of the customary land tenure in increasing agricultural

production captured from focus group discussion sessions were as follows:

• Customary land tenure is favourable to agricultural production in a sense

that it provides mutual benefits to the farmer and the land owner. Since the

land is offered free to the farmer, in return to the kindness of the

landowner, he reciprocates by making voluntary gift to the landowner or

the chief. As a result, the aged landowners are provided with some means

of livelihood whiles the young farmers without access to land gain access

to farming land.
I
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• Customary land tenure protects the land for the indigenes and ensures the

availability of the land for agricultural purposes. Land is not sold and

therefore, anybody interested in farming can have access to land.

• Customary land tenure influences agricultural production positively

because it easily resolves any land dispute instead of resorting to the law

court and thus pave the way for the land to be put into productive use

quickly. Customary land tenure is not a constraint to agricultural

production at all since anyone can at least afford cola to be given land for

farming in our community. As and when the landowner wants his land

back prior information is normally given to the farmer before the next

farming season. In most cases, the landowner, usually look for an

alternative land for the farmer.

• Without customary land tenure which makes land freely available to

people for farming, agriculture would have been the preserve of the

affluent, mainly men and we the poor women would not have survived?

So to me customary land tenure is good for agricultural production.

• Customary land tenure has a positive influence on agricultural production.

They have the view that land is given out freely to everyone, whether one

is in land holding family or not, female or male, provided you are

interested in farming. They added that they always salute educated people

who are farmers, since it is difficult for them to come out of the air-
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conditioned office in order to farm and this explains why there are not

interested in farming.

• Customary land tenure is people-centrered. Every Tindana knows that land

for agriculture should be given out freely to anyone in need. The process

will eventually lead to many farmers settling in the community to farm

and as the number of farmers increase, food will become abundant for

everybody in the community thereby eliminating hunger.

• Customary land tenure has a positive influence on agricultural production

because, land is at the centre of every agricultural activity and the system

ensures that everybody who is in need of land for farming accessed it at no

cost. Land for agriculture is not sold for money in this community, since

crops from such land provides food to save the lives of people.

• The customary process for land acquisition and farming is very easy and

cheap and as a result beneficial to all farmers, whether stranger or native,

educated or not, male or female. Even community members are willing to

provide the farmer with free labour if he/she asks for their services.

The above views supported the findings of Dadson, (1983) who asserted that in

the village of one's origin, a native cannot be denied land. Within each

community, the traditional system of land tenure guarantees each member the

right to access land for farming and housing. It supported also the position of
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Mifsuf, (1967), who established that to a large extent, customary land tenure forms

the basis not only for agricultural production, but for social and economic system.

The views expressed however, contradicted the position of Myrdal, (1974), who

established that there are many prohibitions in the path of increasing agricultural

production, in which the main ones are rooted in the system of land ownership and

tenancy which limit the opportunities and incentives for cultivators to work harder

and effectively. These findings are contrary also to the position of La Anyane,

(1962), that perhaps, the most important problem of agricultural production in

Ghana is land tenure arrangement and as a result the problem of land tenure has to

be solved before developing Ghana's agriculture.

4.3.5 Customary Land Tenure and Women Access to Agricultural Land

The research explores the relation of the customary land tenure and women access

to agricultural land. From likert scale ranging from strongly disagree to strongly

agree, a total of 2.9% of the respondents strongly agreed with the view that

customary land tenure system limits women to accessing agricultural land whiles

11.8 % of the surveyed respondents strongly agreed with the view that customary

land tenure limits women to accessing agricultural land. A detailed analysis of the

survey results regarding the view that customary land tenure limits women to

accessing agricultural land are presented in Table 4.13 .

•••
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Table 4.13 Customary Land Tenure System Limits Women to Agricultural

Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 6 2.9

Disagree 33 16.2

Indifferent 22 10.8

Agree 119 58.3

Strongly Agree 24 11.8

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.13 it is revealed that 70.1% of the 204 respondents

collectively agreed with the position that women are constricted from accessing

and owning agricultural land through the customary land tenure system. They

explained that women do not have easy access to agricultural land like their male

counterparts and that most women farmers are only given small and infertile lands.

This view of the maj ority of the sampled survey confirmed the positions of Golan,

(1994); Platteau,(1996); Rugda, Obaikol and Kamusiime, (2004) who asserted that

the rights of principal landlords mostly men have been recognized, leaving women

disadvantaged in gender land relations. However, the sum percentage of the

respondents' who did not support the statement was 19.1 whiles 10.8% were

uncertain about the restrictions of the customary land tenure on women access to

agricultural land. The reason given by those who were not in favour of the
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n
restrictions imposed by the customary land tenure on women was that there is

plenty of land and as a result any woman who is capable can access farm land of

any acreage of her choice.

4.3.6 Respondents Views on Women Access and Ownership Rights to Land

Access and ownership rights to land form the basis for agricultural production. In

exploring women access and ownership rights to land, a total of 29.4% of the

respondents perceived women to have both access and ownership rights to land

and 26.5% viewed that women have no access at all to land. Detailed results of

women access and ownership rights to land are presented in Table 4.14.

Table 4.14 Women Access and Ownership Rights to Land

Access and Ownership Frequency Percent

Both access and ownership rights 60 29.4

Access rights 89 43.6

No access 54 26.5

Other 1 .5

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

r

From the data in Table 4.14 it can be inferred that of the total sample of 204

surveyed, 29.4% were of the view that women could both own and have access to

agricultural land resources in their communities. Those of the view that women
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could own and/or have access to agricultural land resources were also of the view

that women could make bequeaths of such land rights to their next of kin. This

position was in line with the findings of Kedung, (1992) who stated that Malay

customary law in Malaysia gave women equal rights to access possess and

cultivate land.

A total of 43.6% of the sample however, had the view that women could only

have access rights to land but not ownership rights. A key opinion from interviews

and focus group discussions as to the reason why women do not own land was

explained as follows:

Women do not own land and therefore, have limited access to agricultural land

unlike their male counterparts, under the customary land tenure because they are

looked after like children. History has it that when you give birth to a woman you

cater for her till the time of marriage and at menopause the woman is sent to the

paternal home; A man is catered for till marriage and after marriage, he has to take

care of parents and therefore has land resources at his disposal to undertake such

responsibility. They believe strongly that such idea deprives women of good and

quality land thereby, affecting agricultural productivity negatively.

However, 26.5% of the respondents held the view that women have no access at

all to land. Indeed only one (1) respondent out of the 204 sample, with a

percentage of 0.5 was uncertain about women's ownership and access rights to

land. It is clear from the data that majority were for access but not ownership

rights to land by women in their communities. They cited inheritance, gift and
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marriage through which women can access land. These findings seem to confirm

the findings of Duncan and Brants, (2004) which showed a significant difference

between men and women access to and control over land in a sense that men had

full access and control over land, whiles women often had partial or conditional

access to land. The relationship between sex and land ownership rights is

presented in Table 4.15.

4.3.7 Sex and Women Land Access/Ownership Rights

Table 4.15 is an analysis of opinions of respondents on women land access and

ownership rights in terms of sex. The proportions are in both absolute terms and

percentages to enable deeper understanding of women land access and ownership

rights.

Table 4.15Land Access and Ownership Rights of Respondents by Sex

Access and ownership rights to land

Access and ownership Access
Sex rights rights No access Other Total

Male 35 (44.3%) 36 (45.6%) 8 (10.1%) 0(0.0%) 79

Female 1
19 (15.2%) 53 (42.4%) 52 (41.6%) 125

(0.008%)

Total 54 89 60 1 204
Source: Field Survey, 2011

r
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From Table 4.15, it can be inferred that greater percent of the male sex (44.3%)

than the female sex (15.2%), held the view that women have both ownership and

access rights to land. However, only 10.1% of the male sex accepted that women

have no access rights to land whiles a greater percent of 41.6% of the female sex

viewed that women have no access rights to land. The implication of the finding is

that fewer females than males perceived that women have both ownership and

access rights, whiles more females than males perceived women to have no access

rights to land. Therefore, men in the District seemed not to know how women

rights to land are limited than men do. Perhaps they explained that it has been so

since their forefathers' time.

4.3.8 Women Access to Residential and Farming Land

Lands for residential and farming purposes in most societies In Ghana have

different conditions regarding access. This research explores the level of women

access to residential and farming lands. From a Likert Scale, ranging from

strongly disagree to strongly agree, a total of 6.9% of the respondents strongly

disagreed with the issue that women have more access to residential land than

farming land and 4.4% of the respondents' strongly agreed with the view that

women have greater access to residential land than farming land. Detailed

analyses of the issue that women have more access to residential than farming land

are presented in Table 4.16.

=
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Table 4.16 Women have access to more Residential Land than Farming

Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 14 6.9

Disagree 39 19.1

Indifferent 10 4.9

Agree 132 64.7

Strongly Agree 9 4.4

Total 204 100.0

Source: FIeld Survey, 2011

The data in Table 4.16 illustrated that of the 204 sample surveyed, 69.1% were in

disposition in favour of the view that women have greater access to residential

land than farming land. They said that women in their communities' only farm on

subsistence basis, based on the benevolence of their husbands, but a lot of women

buy plots for housing purposes as well as owned houses. However, 26.0% of

them were not in support of that position with the view that women have limited

access to both residential and farming land. Only 4.9% of the sample were

however neutral as to whether or not, women have greater access to residential

land than farming land in their communities. The implication of the analysis is that

greater percent of women in District have more access to residential land than

farming land.,....
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4.3.9 Respondents Views on Population Pressure and Women Access to

Agricultural Land

The population as a variable has a lot of economic and social implications as a

result, this research explores the influence of population pressure and women

access to agricultural land. A total of 6.9% of the respondents strongly disagreed

that population pressure threatens women access to agricultural land whiles 12.7%

of the total respondents strongly agreed with the view that population pressure

threatens women access to agricultural land. Table 4.17 shows a detailed

presentation of the Issue that population pressure threatens women access to

agricultural land.

Table 4.17 Population Pressure threatens Women Access to Agricultural

Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strogly Disagree 14 6.9

Disagree 20 9.8

Indifferent 9 4.4

Agree 135 66.2

Strogly Agree 26 12.7

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011
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It can be inferred from Table 4.17 that 78.9% of the 204 respondents were of the

view that population pressure threatens women's access to agricultural land. They

explained that women in the first place, are not obliged to farm in their

communities, therefore if there is scarcity of land due to population pressure

women farmers are the worst affected. On the other hand 16.7% of the sample did

not support the view that population pressure is a threat to women access to land

and that population is a threat to both men and women equally. Only 4.4% of them

were uncertain as to whether population pressure affects women alone in terms of

access to land or not.

4.3.10 Type ofInheritance System in the Study Area

Inheritance is a principal way by which people gain access to resources including

land. In this research, inheritance was looked at as Patrilineal, matrilineal or

bilateral. 86.8% of the respondents asserted that patrilineal system of inheritance

was practised in their communities and no respondent went in for matrilineal

inheritance system. The analyses of the results regarding the type of inheritance

system in the Nanumba-North District are illustrated in Table 4.18.
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Table 4.18 System of Inheritance in the Nanumba-North District

System of Inheritance Frequency Percent

Patrilineal 177 86.8

Matrilineal 0 0.0

Bilateral 27 13.2

Total 204 100.0

c

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the Table 4.18, 177 out of the 204 respondents, representing 86.8% believed

that patrilineal system of inheritance is commonly practice in their communities.

They explained that land and other properties in their communities are handed

down from father to son excluding daughters or the female sex. No respondent in

the survey selected matrilineal inheritance system as being practised in their

communities. However, 13.2% of the sample asserted that bilateral system of

inheritance was practised in their communities where both sons and daughters can

inherit from their fathers, mothers and uncles properties. Those with this view

were in the muslim dominated communities. The emergence of the bilateral

inheritance system supported the findings of Dela Cadena, (1995) who indicated

that in Peru, there is emergence of bilateral inheritance by which inheritance in the

highlands tends to bilateral with both sons and daughters inheriting land and

animals from both parents. Indeed the data lend credence to patrilineal system of

inheritance as the most widely practised inheritance system in the District. These

findings supported the position of Tsikata, (2001) who stated that patrilineal
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system of inheritance is widely practised in the Northern part of Ghana and that

women cannot inherit land. Women may keep land in trust for their sons in case of

death of their husbands.

4.3.11 Levels of Access to Land between Men and Women in Bilateral Inheritance

Bilateral system of inheritance is a system whereby both males and females have

equal access to inherited properties. The views of respondents as to the equality of

access to land in bilateral inheritance by the use of likert scale are presented in

Table 4.19.

Table 4.19 There will be Equality of Access to Land in Bilateral Inheritance

Response Frequency Percent

Striongly Disagree 12 5.9

Disagree 94 46.1

Indifferent 12 5.9

Agree 68 33.3

Stringly Agree 18 8.8

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011
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From the data in Table 4.19 it can be inferred that 42.1 % of the 204 sample were

of the view that in bilateral inheritance, both males and females have equal access

to land. This position confirmed the findings of Bourque and Warren, (1981);

Lambert, (1977) who stated that among the factors that have encouraged more

egalitarian inheritance practices between male and females, besides the increasing

awareness of national laws which is a product of rising illiteracy, has been the

increasing number of female headed households in the rural areas .Also Deere,

(1990) acknowledged that female inheritance of land is one of the best insurance

policies in maintaining some level of security for women and children in the case

of abandonement.

However, 52.0% of the respondents did not support the view about equality of

access to land for males and females in bilateral inheritace. This position appears

to fall in line with the findings of Scott, (1990) where it is difficult for women to

get access to land in bilateral inheritance in Chile. Carneiro, (1998) and

Woortmann, (1995) also had similar findings in the State of Rio de Sui, a German

Colony. It also supported Bourque and Warren, (1981) position that sons tended to

inherit larger parcels ofland than daughters in bilateral inheritance. Only 5.9% of

the sample were however uncertain as to whether or not women have equal access

to land as men in bilateral inheritance system.

4.3.12 Women Access to Land through Inheritance

The research made an investigation into the levels of women access to land

through inheritance in terms of equal access as men, greater access than men, less
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access and no access at all. A total of 64.2% of the respondents asserted that

women had less access to inherited land and 3.4% of the respondents viewed

women to have greater access to land through inheritance. Table 4.20 illustrates

respondents' views on the levels of women access to land through inheritance.

Table 4.20 Level of Women Access to Land through Inheritance

Level of Access Frequency Percent

Equal access 42 20.6

Greater access 7 3.4

No access 24 11.8

Less access 131 64.2

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The analysis in Table 4.20 indicated that irrespective of the system of inheritance

practice as in Table 17. 64.2% of the 204 respondents believed that women have

less access to land than their male counterparts in their communities through

inheritance. This position supported the findings of Nukunya, (1972) who stated

that among the Ga, Dangbe and the Ewe in Ghana, women may inherit land, but

the portions allocated to daughters is always smaller than sons. The same can be

said of Woortmann, (1995) findings. 20.6% of them viewed that women have

equal access to inherited land as their male counterparts. The equality is confirmed

by Castaneda, (2004) findings which reported that there is an increased interest by
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daughters inheriting land for the security this offers them and their awareness of

their land rights. 11.8% of the sample had a strong negative opinion about women

access to land through inheritance. This fell in line with the findings of Tsikata

(2001) who stated that in Northen Patrilineal societies of Ghana, women cannot

inherit land. Only 3.4% of the respondents however, perceived women to have

greater access to land than males. Those with this belief seems to practice bilateral

inheritance system. It supports the findings of Voegele et al, (2009); Amonor,(

2001) and Manuh, (1994 ) who established greater access of women to inherit

lands in matrilineal societies.

4.3.13 Women with Children and Access to Agricultural Land

r

In most cultural settings, children are considered valuable to the extent that their

presence can influence access to resources including land resources. In this regard,

the research through likert scale analyses respondents' responses as to whether

women with children have greater access to agricultural land or not. These are

presented in Table 4.21.
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Table 4.21 Women with Children have Greater Access to Agricultural Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 18 8.8

Disagree 15 7.4

Indifferent 18 8.8

Agree 111 54.4

Strongly Agree 42 20.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the Table 4.21, it can be inferred that 75.0% of the 204 respondents were

favourably disposed to the proposition that women with children have greater

access to land than those without children in marriage. They explained that women

with children are seen to be part of the family even if the husband died. However,

16.2% held an opposing view with the reason that whether children or not women

in marriage are treated the same as regards access to land since child bearing is

God's work whiles 8.8% had a neutral stand as regards women with children and

access to land.

4.3.14 Women Access to Land through Gift

r=

Gift is a major source by which people who do not have access to resources can

gain access to resources including land resources. In most traditional societies

women may not accept gift without the consent of their husbands.
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It was revealed that 153 of the 204 respondents, representing 75% as against 25%

agreed with gift as a source of women access to land. The findings supported the

position of Tsikata, (2001) who established that gift is a channel through which

women can own land as a permanent land security. A total of 25.0% however,

believed that women cannot access land through gift. This is in line with the

findings of Giovarelli (2006) who asserted that in the Philippines, a woman cannot

acquire any property, including land as gift except with the consent of the

husband.

4.3.15 Women Groups and Access to Agricultural Land

Group dynamics in any social set up is very influential in the achievement of their

goals. As a result, this research explores the influence of women groups on women

access to agricultural land by the use of likert scale. It was observed that a total of

0.5% of the respondents strongly disagreed with the proposition that women group

farmers have increased access to land and a total of 18.6% of respondents strongly

agreed with the proposition that women group farmers have greater access to

agricultural land. A detailed analysis of the influence of women groups and access

to land is given in Table 4.22.
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Table 4.22 Women in Groups have Greater Access to Agricultural Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 1 .5

Disagree 22 10.8

Indifferent 2 1.0

Agree 141 69.1

Strongly Agree 38 18.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: FieldSurvey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.22, it can be inferred that 87.7% of the 204 sample

accepted the proposition that group farming ensures easy access of women to land.

This confirmed the findings of Morna, (1992) who established that the most

important feature of the group project is that women had equal access to resources

including land, knowledge and inputs and learn to exercise new powers of equality

in decision making. 11.3% of the sample however, opposed the proposition and

explained that a woman remained a woman in any situation, therefore, whether in

groups or individuals they are treated the same with regard to access to

agricultural land. Only one (1) percent took a neutral grounds as to whether group

dynamics influence women's access to land or not. The implication of the findings

are that if women constitute themselves into groups as farmers it will enhance

their access to farm lands than if they remain as individual farmers.
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4.3.16 Status of Women in Terms of Farming Occupation

The role of women in farming occupation is enormous right from the planting

stage to the harvesting stage, but in most traditional societies women have no

place as regards farming as an occupation. As a result, this research discussed the

status of women in terms of farming occupation. A total of 28.9% of respondents

saw women as farmers like men whiles 21.1% of the total respondents regarded

women as non-farmers. A detailed presentation of women position in farming is

captured in Table 4.23.

Table 4.23 Status of Women in Terms of Farming Occupation

r: Status of women

Frequency Percent

Farmers 59 28.9

Assist Husbands 101 49.5

Non-farmers 43 21.1

Other 1 .5

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The data in Table 4.23 analyses how women are regarded in the area of farming.

Out of the sample of 204, 28.9% viewed women as farmers like their male

counterparts. 49.5% held the view that women only assist their husbands, whiles
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21.1 % of the sample regarded women as non -farmers and only 0.5% went for

other options apart from those provided. The implication of these findings is that

70.6% of the total sample held the view that women do not farm. The findings are

in line with that of Whitehead, (1994); Awumbila, (1996) and Benneh et al, (1995)

who stated that while men can use the unremunerated labour of their wives, the

only way women can use the labour of household men is by calling small

exchange working parties which are remunerated in a sense that women are not

regarded as farmers. It however contradicted the findings of Todaro and Smith,

(2006) who saw women as farmers and that they make important contribution in

the cultivation of cash crops and the supply of labour.

4.3.17 Respondents views on Women Access to Quality Agricultural Land

The views of respondents were sought regarding the proposition that women have

access to quality agricultural land. With the use of Likert Scale ranging from

strongly disagree to strongly agree, a total of 12.3% of the respondents strongly

disagreed with the proposition whiles 3.4% of the total respondents strongly

agreed with the proposition. A detailed analysis of the proposition that women

have access to quality agricultural land is presented in Table 4.24.
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Table 4.24 Women have Access to Quality Agricultural Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 25 12.3

Disagree 93 45.6

Indifferent 18 8.8

Agree 61 29.9

Strongly Agree 7 3.4

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.24, 33.1% of the 204 sample surveyed positively

supported the proposition that women have access to quality agricultural land.

They explained that women farmers use the same land as their male partners.

57.9% however, did not support the proposition, whiles 8.8% remained neutral as

to whether women have access to quality land or not. The implication of the

analysis is that greater percentage of the people in the District viewed that women

have no access to quality agricultural land. This confirmed the findings of Voegele

et al, (2009) who postulated that women are affected by declining soil fertility and

that whiles men control the best soil to produce commercial crops, women more

often than not, farm on marginal lands. Also, it supported IFAD, (1998) findings

that women, who get access to farm plots, get the least productive and most

distance plots.
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4.4 Influence of Educational Level on Women Access to Land in Nanumba-

North District

Education is a major variable of improving the economic conditions of people and

gaining access to resources in all spheres of life. This research interrogates the

influence of educational factors on women access to agricultural land. The

propositions include: Literacy level of people and access to land; male educated

farmers are more than female educated farmers and women literate farmers have

more access to agricultural land than illiterate women. The analyses in Tables

4.25 and 4.27 show the influences of educational factors and access to agricultural

land.

4.4.1 Opinions of Respondents on Literacy and Access to Agricultural Land

The views of respondents were sought regarding the proposition that literacy level

influences access to agricultural land through the use of likert scale ranging from

strongly disagree to strongly agree. A total of 3.4% of respondents' strongly

disagreed with the proposition literacy influences access to land and a total of

18.1% of respondents strongly agreed with the proposition. The data in Table 4.25

gives a detailed analysis of the influence ofliteracy on access to land.
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Table 4.25 Literacy Level Influences Access to Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 7 3.4

Disagree 34 16.7

Indifferent 12 5.9

Agree 114 55.9

Strongly Agree 37 18.1

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.25, 74.0% of the 204 sample surveyed, accepted the

proposition that education can influence access to agricultural land. They

.explained that the educated are respected and have the lobbying skills to gain more

access to land. The findings confirmed the position of Dolphyne, (1991) who

asserted that, education can empower women to increase their access to resources

including land as the educated will be able to fight for their rights. A sum total of

20.1% of the respondents however, did not support the proposition with the reason

that literacy has no place in terms of access to land in their communities.
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4.4.2 Women Literate Farmers and Access to Agricultural Land

The views of respondents were sought regarding the proposition that women

literate farmers have more access to agricultural land than illiterate women by the

use of likert scale ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree. A total of

43.1 % of respondents strongly disagreed with the proposition whiles a total of

19.6% of the respondents strongly agreed with the proposition. In-depth

illustrations of these data are captured in Table 4.26.

Table 4.26 Women Literate Farmers than Illiterate have More Access to

Agricultural Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 88 43.1

Disagree 53 26.0

Indifferent 14 6.9

Agree 9 4.4

Strongly Agree 40 19.6

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.26, it can be inferred that a total of 69.1% of the 204 sample

surveyed, overwhelmingly did not support the view that women literate farmers

have increased access to agricultural land than illiterate women farmers. They
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explained that culturally, women in general, whether educated or not have limited

access to agricultural land since they are regarded as non-farmers. 6.9% of the

respondents were uncertain as to whether or not women literacy can influence

access to farming land. However, 24.0% of the sample surveyed, were favourably

disposed to the statement that women literate farmers have an increased access to

agricultural land than illiterate women farmers. Therefore, implications of the

findings are that increase access of the female sex to education will not necessarily

increase women access to agricultural land. Another major variables discussed

were economic factors and access to agricultural land.

4.5 Economic Factors and Women Access to Agricultural Land

Financial or economic Issues are very crucial regarding the acquisition of

properties among individuals. The variable discussed in this session include:

Means of acquiring land, the purchase of agricultural land, the prevalence of

. poverty between men and women and the sale of agricultural land against women

access to land.

4.5.1 Economic Means of Acquiring Land

r

Opinions of respondents were sought regarding the various economic means of

acquiring land, including purchase, lease and renting. A total of 67.6% of

respondents perceived that land can be possessed through purchase whiles 6.9% of

the total respondents viewed renting of land as a principal source of owning land.

An in-depth analysis as regards the various economic means of acquiring land is

presented in Table 4.27
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Table 4.27 Economic Means of Acquiring Land

Means of Land Acquisition Frequency Percent

Purchase 138 67.6

Lease 52 25.5

Rent 14 6.9

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

r
It can be inferred in Table 4.27 that out of the 204 sample surveyed, 67.6% held

the view that land can be purchased in their communities. 25.5% believed that

land generally can be accessed through lease in their communities, whiles only

6.9% were of the view that land can be acquired through rentals. The implication

of this finding is that women's access to land will be restricted in a sense that the

income levels of women are lower than men which will hinder their ability to

acquire land through purchase.

4.5.2 Purchase of Agricultural Land

c;

Opinions of respondents' were sought as regards specifically the purchase of

agricultural land. The import of this is that in some communities, agricultural land

has no money value. By the use of likert scale, ranging from strongly disagree to

strongly agree, a total of 17.2% of respondents strongly disagreed with the

proposition that agricultural land can be purchased whiles 5.4% of the total
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respondents strongly agreed with the proposition. Detailed presentation of the data

regarding the purchase of agricultural land is given in Table 4.28.

Table 4.28 Agricultural Land Can Be Purchased

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 35 17.2

Disagree 105 51.5

Indifferent 3 1.5

Agree 50 24.5

Strongly Agree 11 5.4

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.28, it can be deduced that 29.9% of the sample surveyed,

supported the proposition that agricultural land can be purchased in their

communities. Only 1.5% was uncertain about the commercial value of agricultural

land, whiles majority of the sample, constituting 68.6% were not in favour of the

proposition that agricultural land can be purchased with the view that land for food

production is sacred. The implication of the findings is that agricultural land has

no commercial value in the District, this supported the position of Tsikata, (2001)

who established that land in the Northern Region is customarily agricultural land

is not for sale and that even if the opportunity exists for women to purchase land,

very few women can take advantage of that opportunity due to the cost involved.
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4.5.3 Sexual Distribution of Poverty

The goal of every government is to reduce the poverty levels of its citizenry since

poverty affects the abilities of people to acquire and own resources including

agricultural land resources. This research explores the opinions of respondents on

the prevalence of poverty between males and females in one's community.

Detailed report on the data regarding the prevalence of poverty between males and

females at the community levels are captured in Table 4.29

Table 4.29 Prevalence of Poverty at the Community Level by Sex

Response Frequency Percent

More Female are poor 126 61.8

More Male are poor 14 6.9

Both are equally poor 64 31.4

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.29 above, it can be inferred that female poverty seems to

be high in the District of which 61.7% out of the 204 sample surveyed, asserted

that poverty is prevalent among the female sex. 31.4% however, held the view that

poverty is equally distributed between both sexes and only 6.9% believed that the

male sex is poorer in their communities. The findings are not different from

Ghana's poverty situation as in Human Development Report, (1991) which
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indicates high levels of female poverty which might affect women's ability to

purchase land.

4.5.4 Sale of Agricultural Land and Access to Land

Marketing of land will increase people access to land resources. As a result this

research sought the opinions of respondents on the proposition that the sale of

agricultural land will increase women access to land through a likert scale. A total

of 9.8% of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement whiles 17.2% of

respondents strongly agreed with the statement. Detailed presentation of the data

regarding sale of agricultural land and women access to land are presented in

Table 4.30.

Table 4.30 The Sale of Agricultural Land will Increase Women Access to land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 20 9.8

Disagree 47 23.0

Indifferent 5 2.5

Agree 97 47.5

Strongly Agree 35 17.2

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011
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The data in Table 4.30 shows that out of the 204 sample surveyed, 64.7% of the

respondents agreed with the proposition that if agricultural land were to have

commercial value, women's access to land would have improved. They explained

that the best way for women to overcome the tentacles of cultural restrictions to

land by women is to purchase by those who have money. 2.5% of the sampled

surveyed, were uncertain as to whether sale of agricultural land can increase

women access to land or not. A substantial percentage of 32.8% did not support

the proposition. They related their reasons to women high poverty levels as shown

in Table 31 above, which will make it difficult if not impossible for women to

access land. This view is in line with the findings of Walker, (2003) who

established that in most countries in Africa and Asia, women are considered

minors and cannot enter into any transaction or initiate official procedures without

an adult man. It confirmed also the position of Quisumbing et al, (1999) that

women heads of households as compared with men heads are significantly less

likely to acquire land through purchase and rentals.

4.5.5 Wealthy Women and Access to Land

Opinions of respondents were sought on the statement that wealthy women

farmers have more access to land through the use of likert scale. A total of 2.5% of

the total respondents strongly disagreed with the statement whiles 14.7% of the

total respondents strongly agreed with the statement. In-depth presentation of data

on wealth and women access to land is captured in Table 4.31.
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Table 4.31 Wealthy Women Farmers have More Access to Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 5 2.5

Disagree 53 26.0

Indifferent 11 5.4

Agree 105 51.5

Strongly Agree 30 14.7

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

The above data in Table 4.31 indicates that 66.2% out of the 204 surveyed

sampled supported the proposition that wealthy women farmers have an increase

access to land, especially residential plots since they have commercial value. On

the contrary, 28.4% did not see how wealthy women will have increased access to

land. They explained that irrespective of wealth, women are treated equally with

respect to access to land. 5.4% were however uncertain with regard to women's

wealth and access to land.
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4.6 Government Agricultural Policies and Women Access to Land in

Nanumba-North District

The agricultural policies of most governments especially in Africa have been

tailored towards redistribution to ensure equitable access to land. In this regard

this research considered the effects of government agricultural policies on women

access to land. The areas of interrogation include; Government agricultural

policies and the promotion of commercial farming, the distribution of women

farmers between subsistence and commercial farming, the guarantee of

government agricultural policies on women access to land, the level of benefit of

women from extension services and agricultural policies and access to equipment.

4.6.1 Government Agricultural Policies and the Promotion of Commercial

Farming.

Commercial farming is a system of farming on a large scale to supply the market

in order to make money. This research considered the influence of government

agricultural policies on commercial farming. The quantitative analyses indicated

that 71.6% of the 204 sampled surveyed, accepted that government agricultural

policies favoured commercial farming whiles 28.4% of the respondents did not

agree with the proposition and explained that even the current government block

farming policy, is done on peasantry basis though in blocks.

Key opiruon from interview with a 50 year old Agric Extension Officer In

Bimbilla, revealed that the reason why agricultural policies favoured commercial

farming was explained as follows:
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"Considering the block farming policy, instituted in 2010, people come in their

numbers to our office for farm materials because of what they get from it. Indeed,

it engages majority of people as farmers, especially those who cultivate large

acreages to increase their yield and thereby better positioned to secure more inputs

for their crops and payment for the input is made after harvest. This reduces their

habitual burden of having to pay for inputs as they go in for them, thereby

encouraging commercial farming. I believe that the policy is good, but it does not

deliberately involve women, since little attention is paid on the acquisition of

agricultural and rather concentrates on the supply of inputs. Women form just 5%

of all the block farms in the District."

This supported the findings of Ninsin,(1989), that the policy of transforming

Ghanaian agriculture through private enterprises enjoyed a considerable push from

the State in the form of soft loans, tax holidays, subsidized inputs like fertilizer

and approved seeds and subsidized support services. It supported also the findings

of Tsikata, (2001) who established that even the colonial agricultural policies of

the Gold Coast, were centered mainly on agricultural exports, trade and mining

and that the reliance on cash crop production continued during the post-

independent regimes. In the same vein, Rothchild, (1991) asserted that all the post-

colonial governments in Ghana have considered peasantry as incapable of meeting

the increased demand for food and have mostly relied on large scale mechanised

farming.
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4.6.2 Women Farmers and System of Farming

The VIews of respondents were sought on the distribution of women farmers

between commercial (large scale) farming and subsistence (small scale) farming

as to whether women dominate in subsistence farming or commercial farming or

equally distributed. The data in Table 4.32 gave an in-depth analysis of the

distribution of women farmers regarding commercial and subsistence farming.

Table 4.32 Distribution of Women Farmers between Commercial and

Subsistence Farming

Views Frequency Percent

More women into Subsistence farming 139 68.1

More women into Commercial farming 23 11.3

WomenEqually distributed bin commercial
42 20.6

and subsistence

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

=

From the data in Table 4.32, a total of 68.1% ofthe 204 sampled surveyed held the

view that women farmers in their communities only farm on subsistence level for

family supplement. Only 11.3% believed that women farm on commercial basis,

large scale or capitalized farming, whiles 20.6% perceived that women are equally

distributed between commercial and subsistence farming. The implication of the

findings confirmed the position of Esther Boserup,( 1998) who asserted that
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women perform their agricultural task with most primitive tools and hard labour in

order to produce enough to meet the family subsistence requirement while men

involved in cash crop production. Also Dolphyne, (1991) asserted that there are

women entrepreneurs who do commercial farming, but these are very few. It

confirmed also the findings ofISSER, (1993) that government agricultural policies

and practices often tended to discriminate against small-scale farmers, many of

whom are women.

4.6.3 Agricultural Policies and Security of Women Access to Land.

The opinions of respondents were sought on how agricultural policies guarantee

women access to land though yes or no response. Majority of respondents were for

yes whiles minority went for no option.

r

The analyses indicated that out of the 204 respondents, 34.8% were favourably

disposed to the proposition that agricultural policies of the government promoted

women access to land. A greater proportion of the sample, being 65.2% did not

however, agree with proposition and explained that agricultural policies do not

help women course as regards access to land. This seems logical in a sense that if

majority of the sample believed that agricultural policies are pro-commercial and

majority also viewed women to be subsistence farmers as in Table 4.33, then it

follows that government agricultural policies do not guarantee women access to

land. The findings therefore, supported the position of Kedung, (1992) who

established that in Malaysia, government policies continue to target land

development schemes and provided agricultural training and credit to men,
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marginalizing women's role in agriculture. The biases have a lot of implication of

women access to land. Also, Mikel, (1989) asserted that Colonial authorities

developed the cocoa industry as a cash crop by sponsoring selected males for

training in cocoa cultivation and providing extension services. Beneficiaries were

mainly males, since females were not regarded as proper farmers. It confirmed

also that of Kuenyehia (1998).

4.6.4 Women and Agricultural Extension Services

The importance of extension services to agricultural development cannot be over

emphasized. As a result, governments in Africa ensure that agricultural extension

services get to every farmer. This research made investigation into whether

women get the full benefits of extension services or not. By the use of likert scale

ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree, a total of 4.4% of respondents'

strongly disagreed with the proposition that women do not get the full benefit of

agricultural extension services whiles 16.2% of the total respondents strongly

agreed with the proposition. In-depth analyses of the extent of benefits women get

from extension services are shown in Table 4.33.
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Table 4.33 Women do not get the Full Benefit of Agricultural Extension

Services

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 9 4.4

Disagree 24 11.8

Indifferent 24 11.8

Agree 114 55.9

Strongly Agree 33 16.2

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.33, it can be inferred that 55.9% of the 204 respondents

agreed with the view that women do not get the full benefits of agricultural

extension services, whiles 16.2% of respondents strongly agreed with the

proposition. However, 11.8% and 4.4% respectively disagreed and strongly

disagreed with the proposition that women do not get the full benefit of

agricultural extension services. A total of 24 respondents, representing 11.8%

were however uncertain as to whether women get the full benefits of agricultural

extension services or not. The implication of these findings are that a large number

of the sample constituting 72.1% were in favour of the statement that women

farmers do not get the full benefits of agricultural extension services and only a

sum total of 16.2% of the sample did not support the statement. The majority view
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was that women farmers are discriminated against because almost all of the

extention officers in the District are men and therefore give preference to their

male counterparts. The findings therefore supported the position of Morna, (1992),

who established that according to United Nations briefing paper, only two to ten

percent of the outreach of agriculture extension schemes is directed to women,

credit schemes and other centralized efforts to improve agriculture, most often

than not tended to ignore women.

4.6.5 Policies of Access to Equipment and Access to Land

Governments in taking actions to promote agricultural production initiate policies

to providing equipment to farmers at subsidized prices. Other policies concentrate

on ensuring access to land. This research assesses the proposition that policies of

enhancing access to equipment promote productivity than access to land through

the use of likert scale. A total of 30.9% of respondents' strongly disagreed with

the proposition whiles 21.3% of respondents' strongly agreed with the proposition.

Table 4.34 illustrates in detail agricultural policies of promoting productivity

through access to equipment or access to land.
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Table 4.34 Agric Policies of Access to Equipment Promote Productivity than

Access to Land

Response Frequency Percent

Strongly Disagree 63 30.9

Disagree 88 43.1

Iindifferent 8 3.9

Agree 24 11.8

Strongly Agree 21 10.3

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From the data in Table 4.35, it can be inferred that out of the 204 sample surveyed,

a sum total of 22.1 % were favourably disposed to the proposition that access to

equipment promotes productivity than access to land. However, a total sum of

74.0% with overwhelming majority had completely contrary view to the

proposition and explained that land is the most critical factor in promoting

productivity, whiles 3.9% maintained a neutral position as to whether access to

equipment or access to land is the most prominent in increasing productivity. The

findings therefore, contradicted that of Maxwel et ai, (1998) who established that

access to secure land without accompanying complementary inputs affects land

productivity. It rejected also that of Bugri,(2005) who found that under Economic

Recovery Programme (ERP), the policies which led to the withdrawal of subsidies

168

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



and other farm inputs, seriously weakened the productive capacity of many small-

scale farmers.

4.7 Legal Land Reform Policies and Women Access to Land

Land reform policies are usually implemented to ensure equitable distribution of

land for any purpose without discrimination. This research duels on how land

reform policies ensure women access to land. The variables discussed include;

legal land reforms and women land security and the abandonment of the land

reform processes. The analyses of the data in terms of legal land reforms and

women access to land are discussed as follows.

4.7.1 Legal Land Reforms and Women Land Security

Opinions of respondents were sought regarding the proposition that legal land

reforms guarantee women land security through likert scale. Out of the total

respondents, 10.3% strongly disagreed with the statement whiles 2.0% of

respondents strongly agreed with the proposition. In-depth analysis of the data

concerning legal land reforms and women land security are presented in Table

4.35.
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Table 4.35 Legal Land Reforms Guarantee Women Land Security

Response Frequency Percent

Strogly Disagree 21 10.3

Disagree 88 43.1

Indifferent 41 20.1

Agree 50 24.5

Strongly Agree 4 2.0

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

From Table 4.35, it can be inferred that a sum total of 26.5% of the 204 sampled

surveyed, responded positively to the proposition that legal land reforms guarantee

women land security. They explained that the reforms have made it possible for

women to acquire especially more housing lands. In an interview with a key

informant, a 52 year old District Magistrate the following was captured as regards

legality and women land security:

"The law recognises women land rights and does not discriminate against women

in terms of access to agricultural land. Women in the District do not know how to

exercise their legal land rights. This is evidence of the fact that from the 20 cases

involving ownership of agricultural land this year, the parties are all men". This

supported the position of Ninson (1989), that the chief registrar oflands in Ghana,

in 1986 mentioned a complete protection of the laws for persons who have limited
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rights over land, such as those operating under the abunu and abusa sharecropping

arrangements; but the bulk of the peasantry are illiterate and above all ignorant of

such avenues of redress.

Majority of the respondents (53.4%) held a contrary view to the statement that

legal land reforms guarantee women land security. 20.1% however maintained a

neutral position. The findings supported the position of Lastarria-Cornhiel et al,

(2003) who established that despite the very positive and specific language in

land titling registration regarding women's and men's land rights, the

implementation of the titling program resulted in the great majority of land being

titled to men.

4.7.2 The Abandonment of Legal Land Reform Processes

,- The legal land reform policies certainly are not panacea to solving all land

problems as regards equitable distribution of land. As a result a question was

posed that should legal land reform processes be abandoned?

It was deduced from the analysis that out of the 204 surveyed sample, 25.0% of

respondents' agreed with the question that legal land reforms do not help the

course of women and should therefore be abandoned. A greater proportion of the

respondents of 75.0% did not however agree with the proposition. They explained

that the reforms were much better than no reforms as regards women's access to

land. The implication of the findings therefore contradicted that of Benneh et al,

(1995) who espoused that land reforms is not needed to improve women's access

to land since land relations are evolving in response to the needs of women.
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4.8 Challenges to Women Access to Agricultural Land

The research assesses the opinions of respondents on the category of factors that

are most challenging as regards women access to agricultural land. The factors

include cultural, economic reasons, literacy/education, land reform policies and

agricultural policies. Detailed analyses of these obstacles of women access to

agricultural land are presented in Table 4.36.

Table 4.36 Challenges to Women Access to Agricultural Land

Challenges Frequency Percent

Cultural factors 117 57.4

Economic factors 48 23.5

Literacy/education 23 11.2

Land reform policies 8 3.9

Agriculture policies 5 2.5

Other 3 1.5

Total 204 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2011

In prioritizing the challenges women face as regards access to agricultural land, it

can be inferred from Table 4.36 that cultural factors were the most challenging of

which 57.4% out of the 204 respondents believed that the limitation of women

access to agricultural land were cultural in nature. Economic problems were the
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next most challenging with a percentage of 23.5%. Illiteracy or low level of

secular education followed suit after cultural and economic reasons with a

proportion of 11.3%. Inadequate land reform policies and inappropriate

agricultural policies with insignificant percentages of 3.9 and 2.5 of respondents'

respectively followed. 1.5% of the surveyed sample did not however, supply

answers to the question. The findings supported that of Voegele et al, (2009) who

established that women especially under the Patrilineal system do not have the

right to inherit land from their fathers. The cultural belief is that daughters leave

their fathers communities and families to live in their husbands communities after

marriage. Therefore, if they inherit land, it will be under the control of their

husbands' lineage.

4.9 Summary

Land tenure as part of the socio-cultural factors is a major determinant of access to

and ownership of land. As many as 41.6% of male respondents perceived that

females and for that matter women had both access and ownership rights to land.

Ironically, only 10.1% of women believed that they had ownership rights to land.

This puts the ownership rights of women to question. In terms of inheritance, the

Patrilineal system is widely practised in the Nanumba-North District which

relegates women to the background when it comes to inheritance of land,

including farms.
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In terms of economic factors, poverty was prevalence among women in the study

communities. That notwithstanding, a total of 64.7% of respondents believed that

the sale of agricultural land will increase women access to land.

Agricultural policies are tilted towards commercial farming as supported by 71.6%

of respondents. What was revealing was the fact that 68.1% of respondents saw

women farmers as subsistence farmers, pointing to the conclusion that women

farmers are not protected in terms of the agricultural policies as supported by

65.2% of respondents that agricultural policies do not guarantee women access to

land.

Finally, legal land reforms implemented to ensure equitable distribution of land

and for that matter access to land are after all not gender sensitive as a total of

53.4% of respondents as against 26.5% were not in support of the proposition that

legal land reforms guarantee women land security. Majority of respondents,

constituting 75.0% however, called for further reformations of the laws instead of

total abandonment of the land reform processes. The main findings and

recommendations are discussed in chapter five.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OFFINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDA TIONS

5.1 Introduction

The previous chapter presented and discussed the results from the fieldwork. This

chapter presents the summary of the main findings, makes conclusions and

recommendations in respect of the objectives of the study. The objectives of the

study therefore, are to examine socio-cultural factors, economic issues as well as

national land and agricultural policies, with regard to women access to agricultural

land and recommend alternative pro-poor policies where there are deficiencies for

easy access to land in order to ensure effective agricultural development.

5.2 Main Findings

The findings of the study are chronologically captured in terms of socio-cultural

issues, issues, educational, agricultural policies and legal land reforms with respect

to women's access to agricultural land. These are presented as follows:

5.2. J Socio-cultural Factors and Access to Agricultural Land

The socio-cultural issues affecting women's access to agricultural land III the

Nanumba-North District are considered below:

1. The occupiers of the customary offices, the chief and the tindana are

predominantly males and decision-making with regard to land matters is
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therefore, male dominated. Indeed, the marginalized position of women in

land matters is originated from the weak position they held in the

cosmovision of their communities. Women chiefs and tendana are the

exception rather than a rule. There is only one woman queen (Kpalga

Ponaa) who presides over a village in the whole study area whiles all the

tindanas are males, partly because of the cultural limitation of women in

their ability to make sacrifices to the land gods.

11. Women playa very significant role in agricultural production by helping

their husbands in farming activities and/ or cultivating their own farm

lands to supplement, the family income, food production and consumption

needs. Yet, women are usually not regarded as farmers and are therefore,

marginalized in terms of access to best agricultural lands as well as large

acreage of land. It is worth noting that the marginalization of women

farmers does not discriminate in terms of marriage with children and

marriage without children.

r

111. The system of inheritance is mainly Patrilineal. Women in the patrilineal

system of inheritance were marginalized in terms of ownership and access

to agricultural land resources. Despite the limitations of women's land

ownership, there exist other opportunities under the customary law for

which women can access and own land. An example of these opportunities

is gift. It should be noted that some form of bi-lateral inheritance system is

practised by some members in their communities especially the moslem
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dominated communities. This does not also guarantee women access to

agricultural land.

IV. It was apparently clear that customary land tenure system limits women to

agricultural land ownership. As a result, women farmers in the community

surveyed, could not have easy access to agricultural land, let alone to claim

ownership rights.

v. Population pressures resulted in an increased sale of agricultural land for

the purposes of residential development, especially the District capital

which possesses urban features. This phenomenon is gradually creeping

into some rural communities surrounding the District capital, resulting in

scarcity of agricultural land. Women are the most affected in that worst

case scenario, since owners of agricultural land are predominantly men .

. 5.2.2 Economic Factors and Women's Access to Agricultural Land

The economic or financial issues concerning women's access to agricultural land

in the Nanumba-North District are summarised as follows:

1. Generally, land can be purchased, leased and rented in the Nanumba-North

District. However, agricultural land is widely regarded as sacred and

therefore cannot be purchased or sold since it is used to produce food to

save people's lives. Therefore, agricultural land has no monetary value and

its access was costless in the communities surveyed.
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11. It was overwhelmingly clear that poverty was more prevalent among the

female sex. Therefore, if agricultural land were to be sold, women farmers

could still not have increased access to agricultural land as a result of the

cost involved.

111. The economic principle of share-cropping, where the tenant farmer and the

land owner share the farm products as done in Southern Ghana, is not

practised in the Nanumba-North District. Rather, the farmer at will, gives

some of their farm products to the chief or the land owner who gave out

the land.

5.2.3 Educational Factors and Women's Access to Agricultural Land

Below are the findings regarding women's access to agricultural land 111 the

Nanumba-North District concerning educational issues:

rr:
'Generally, literacy level of farmers, influence their access to agricultural land. The

more educated one is the easier it is for him to access agricultural land. Ironically,

literacy among women does not influence their access to agricultural land. A

woman level of education does not increase her access to agricultural land, as a

result, both literate and illiterate women farmers are treated the same regarding

women limited access to agricultural land.

5.2.4 Agricultural Policies and Legal Land Reforms as regards Women's Access

to Agricultural Land
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The summary of the findings concerning the impact of agricultural policies and

legal land reforms on women's access to agricultural land in the Nanumba-North

District are enumerated below:

1. Agricultural policies promote productivity through large scale or

commercial farming than small scale or subsistence farming in the District.

Therefore, women farmers needs are neglected directly or indirectly, in a

sense that majority of them are into small- scale food production.

II. Agricultural policies of the government are geared towards providing

equipment and tools like tractors, insecticides and chemical fertilizer at

subsidized prices to farmers in order to increase agricultural output than

ensuring acquisition of land as a way of increasing productivity. This

approach further deepens women land insecurity.

111. Though, agricultural extension services played a very significant role in

promoting output of farmers, women farmers in the District do not get the

full benefits of the agricultural extension services. This is because all the

extension officers in the District are men who will prefer dealing with their

male counterparts to the female sex. Also, the officers themselves are

overcomed by the cultural variables and therefore, do not regard women as

serious farmers.

r

IV. Majority of the respondents were unaware of the existence of the series of

Ghana legal land reforms, including even the 1999 Ghana land policies.

Among those who had the grips of the land laws, the general view was that

the various land reforms do not protect the interest of women farmers since
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land legislations are for the promotion of large-scale farming, whiles

majority of the women farmers are rather small-scale farmers.

v. Land legislations have become out of date/outmoded and need a

comprehensive review for the promotion of national development. The

current national land policy framework aimed at addressing land issues

lacks gender and pro-poor vision, has no strategic focus and is devoid of

connections to other policy objectives. This notwithstanding, majority have

advocated for the need for further legal land reforms, rather than being

abandoned altogether.

5.3 Conclusions

The research provides a better understanding of gender implications of agricultural

land use in the Nanumba-North District in northern Ghana, especially against the

background that the District is witnessing an increasing feminization of agriculture

in a cultural and traditional set up where the system of land inheritance is

Patrilineal. As a result, the livelihoods of women farmers are severely affected and

some potential women farmers are not encouraged to farm since access to and

control over land is a key factor in any agricultural development programme.

Though, women's access right to residential land in the District is not in doubt, but

their access rights to agricultural land are mainly through men. The conduit of

such rights is through their husbands in marriage, benevolence of men as gift and

in some cases through inheritance. The prominent challenges of women's control
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over agricultural land are cultural issues, level of education, economic factors as

well as agricultural and legal land reform policies. However, the cultural

constraints remained the most prominent challenge with regard to women's access

to quality land.

Culturally, the owners of agricultural land are mainly chiefs and tindanas, and in

some cases the family head. Almost all of these people are men, thereby

explaining why women have no ownership rights over land. Even in situations

where women are family/household heads, they still face limited access to farming

land. What makes matters worst is the type of inheritance system practised in the

District, which is predominantly Patrilineal, though there were some pockets of bi-

lateral system of inheritance, it has also deliberately denied women access to

paternal land and have to only depend on their husbands for farming land which

are often infertile/exhausted. Also, the type of land tenure system practised in the

study area does not help the course of women in accessing more agricultural land.

Though, it is inexpensive to acquire agricultural land, women are not recognised

as farmers and therefore, do not have access to the best lands. It is however, worth

noting that one significant thing about the customary land tenure is that regardless

of the fact that customary land tenure limits women access to agricultural land, it

protect the land against being owned by strangers. After all half a loaf is better

than nothing. For it is better for women to have limited access to land than to lose

land completely. Therefore, it helps avoid a situation where we owned the land,

but the land belongs to them.L
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The educational and econorruc constraints are bed fellows as regards women

limited access to agricultural land. The greater proportion of women farmers who

cultivate just between one and two acres are poor or rich. Any of the few women

undertaking commercial farming are either educated or not. Though the

assumption is that women chances of accessing agricultural land are increasingly

being torpedoed by the fact that greater majority of the poor and illiterate 111

society are women.

Finally, agricultural and land reform policies of the government further

strengthened men dominance over ownership and access to agricultural land and

restrict greatly women access to farming land. The agricultural policies are pro-

commercial aimed mainly at the provision of tools and equipment in order to

increase output and ensures food security than emphasising increasing access to

land. The land reforms for all intend and purposes have not adequately catered for

women land needs. Clearly, national land and agricultural policies as well as our

cultural factors have not adequately addressed the issues of access to and control

over agricultural land needs across gender lines

Relating the study to the theoretical framework, it fits therefore, into the Social

Exclusion Framework of Analysis, which looked at the survival of the excluded,

especially when they face hazards related to sex, age or disability and when they

have low capacities and material resources and do not enjoy protection from the

exclusive group. This was adopted from Ellen Bortei-Doku Aryeetey, (1997) and

cited in HDR,(2007). In juxtaposing the social exclusion framework in terms of
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women limited access to agricultural land therefore, the material drivers include

insecure livelihoods and income poverty, whiles the relational drivers is the issue

of discrimination based on gender(against the female sex). The manifestations of

social exclusion include deprivation of access to land, marginalisation, poverty

and lack of stutus and recognition on the part of women. In moving towards

inclusion, there is the need for Social Justice and Equity in both traditional and

political policies and ensuring Human Rights, Empowerment and provision of

capital.

In explaining the research in terms of the Behavioral Model for the Vulnerable

Population, Gelberg et al, (2000). The independent variables would be Gender

(male, female) and the dependent variables would include access, control,

ownership and use of land, whiles the intervening variables would be education,

age, occupation, marital status and household head in determining access to

agricultural land.

Finally, the findings confirm in whole, the Antipoverty theoretical Approach,

which viewed that women inequality with men is attributable to women's lack of

access to private ownership of land and capital and therefore, aimed at increasing

women employment and income-generating options through better access to

productive resources. As a result, the limited access of women to agricultural land

as pointed out in the research, is the reason for the income inequality between men

and women in agriculture. To reduce feminine poverty and ensures income
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equality in the Nanumba-North District, therefore, the Antipoverty Approach will

advocate for increased access of women to agricultural land resources.

5.4 Recommendations

In order to increase women access to agricultural land in the Nanumba-North

District, the suggested recommendations below should be taken on board:

1. Education is one of the surest ways by which women can break the

shackles of cultural restrictions in order to have an increase access and

control over agricultural land. As a result the District oversight committee

in charge of education should institute a deliberate policy to get every

female child of school going age enrolled in school, since the educated

woman can fight for her rights even in the legal parlance to get more

access to farm land.

11. The traditional authorities should be educated by Commission of Human

Rights and Administrave Justice (CHRAJ) and the District Assembly

through regular symposia for them to be abreast with the growing

globalised trends and do away with the outmoded cultural practices that

still restrict women to the kitchen and women are equal to men in their

own rights. Also, the gender desk under the Ministry of Agriculture

should, as a matter of urgency, educate the women in the District on their

rights to own and control agricultural land.
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HI. The current practice of indiscriminate conversion of farm lands to

residential plots, especially around Bimbilla and its surroundings is a

recipe for disaster in terms of food security. This does not in any way

suggest that when agricultural land is earmarked for residential

development should not be undertaken. Rather the arbitrary nature in

which the sale of agricultural land is being done by the traditional

authorities call for concern. Therefore, there is the need for effective

collaboration between the chiefs on one hand and the Town and Country

Planning, including the Survey Departments on the other hand in order to

bring sanity into the indiscriminate sale of agricultural land for residential

plots through proper zoning of residential sites before it can be sold. Also,

the government through the District Assembly as a matter of urgency

should establish Town and Country Planning and Survey Departments in

the District, instead of relying on Yendi offices for zoning of residential

land and only visit the District yearly. Perhaps, this is the genesis for the

indiscriminate conversion of farm land into residential plots.

IV. Land and agricultural policies should strife on continuous investigative

research into local variations in traditional land management practices as a

result of their impact on women as regards to agricultural land. There is

therefore an urgent need for national land policies to be sprung on the

principles of customary land tenure. In this regard, there should be active

participation of customary authorities, especially the chief and the tindana
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in land policy formulation for the effective implementation of land policies

at the community level for national development.

v. Agricultural policies of the government should not only emphasis on the

provision of tractors, fertilizers and chemicals at subsidized prices to

farmers, but should emphasis on land acquisition to enable women get

increased access to agricultural land. This suggestion is important because

the provision of farm equipment alone only without access to agricultural

land benefit male farmers than female farmers due to their limited access

to agricultural land.

VI. The design of the national agricultural policy by the Ministry of

Agriculture with emphasis on Northern Ghana and for that matter the

Nanumba-North District would be effective in the alleviation of poverty

the region is noted for, if such policy should have irrigation farming with

women taking the centre stage as its focus area and be supported by rural

finance schemes to help the poor rural farmer to embark on large scale

farming.

VII. The national land policies should explicitly cater for women interest in

agricultural land and be supported by a comprehensive legislative review if

it is to be effective in its implementation. In order to realize this objective,

a careful study of the inheritance systems of the various ethnic groups

should be undertaken as well as well targeted educational campaigns

towards the promotion of women participation in land use decision
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making, ownership and access to agricultural land resources. The

stakeholders here include: Ministry of Women and Children Affairs,

Ministry of Chieftancy and Culture and National Development Planning

Commission.

Vlll. Finally, considering the negative consequences of national land policies on

the livelihoods of the poor and the marginalized in society, majority of

which are women, NGOs such as Send Foundation, NORSAC and

AGRESS should help by venturing into the land policy and cultural issues

notwithstanding the complex nature of the agrarian societies.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1

SURVEY QUESTIONAIRE FOR FARM FAMILIES

TOPIC: WOMEN'S ACCESS TO AGRICULTURAL LAND IN THE

NANUMBA NORTH DISTRICT OF THE NORTHERN REGION OF

GHANA

Part I: Bio-Data Of The Respondent

1. Sex

a) Male 0 B) Female D

2. Age

a) 15 - 25 years D b) 26 - 36 yearsD c) 37 - 47 D d) 48 -580 e) 58+ 0

3. Educational Attainment

a) No education D b) Primary c) JHS/MiddleO d). Sec/Techo e) Tertiary 0

4. Occupation(s).

a) Business D b) Teaching D c) Banker D d) Farming D

e) Other (specify) .

5. Mari tal status
-- '-

a) Married D b) Divorced D c) Single D d) Widowed D
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6. If married, are you in polygamous Marria,ge?

a) Yes D b) No D

7. If yes to Q6, how many wives are involved?

a) 2 D b) 3 D c)4 D 5) 5+ D

8. How many of your wives own farm lands?

a) 1 D b)2 D c) 3 D d) 4+ D e) 0 D

9. Are you a household head?

a) Yes D b) No D

10. What is the size of your farm land?

a. Less than 1 acre D b. 1 - 2 acres D

c. 3 - 4 acres D d. 5 acres and above D

Part II: Socio-Cultural Factors

11. Who owns land in your community?

a) Chief D b) Tendana (Land priest) D c) Clan/family head D

d) Occupier of the land D e) other (specify) .
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12. Customarily, being a household head guarantees easy access to agricultural

land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

13. Customary land tenure provides adequate security to landowners and users.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

14. Give reasons to your choice in Q 12 above.

204

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



15. Customary land tenure is not a major constraint to agricultural production.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

16. Explain your choice in Q14 above.

17. Customary land tenure limits women to agricultural land resources in your

district.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

18. Give reasons to your choice in Q16 above
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19. Which of the following is applicable to women's agricultural land rights?

a). Both access land ownership rights D Access, but not ownership rights D

c). No access at all D d) Other (please specify) .

20. Women have more access to and control over residential land than farming

land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

21. Population pressure threatens women's access to agricultural land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

22. Explain your choice in Q20 above .

23. What system of inheritance do you practice?

b. Matrilineal 0 c. Bilateral 0a. Patrilineal 0
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24. What is the level of access of women to agricultural land through inheritance?

a. Equal access as men D

access D

b. Greater access D c) No access D d) Less

25. Explain your answer in Q 23 above .

26. What is the level of access of married women to agricultural land in your

community?

a. Equal access as men D

access D

b. Greater access D c. No access D d) Less

27. Give reasons for your choice in Q25 above.

28. Does bilateral inheritance system practice in your community?

a) Yes D b)No D
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29. If inheritance is bilateral, there will be equality of access to land between men

and women.

r Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

30. Give reasons for your choice in Q28 above

31. In marriage, women with children have greater access to land than women

without children.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

32. Give reasons for your answer to Q30 above.
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33. Does women allowed by their husbands to access agricultural land through

gift? a. Yes D b.No D

34. Give reasons for your choice in Q32 above

35. Women organized in groups as farmers have easy access to agricultural land

than individual women farmers.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

36. Give reasons for your answer to Q34 above.

37. How are women regarded in terms of farming occupation?

a. Regarded as farmers D b. Only assist their husbands D

c. Non - farmers D d. Other (please specify) .
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38. Women in your community have access to quality/fertile agricultural land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

39. Explain your choice in Q 38 above .

Part III: Educational Factors

40. Literacy level of people influences their access and control over agricultural

land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

4l. Give reasons for your choice In Q40 above
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42. Males educated farmers are more than female educated farmers.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

43. Women literate farmers have more access to and control over agricultural land

than illiterate women.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

44. Give reasons for your choice in Q43 above

PART IV:ECONOMIC FACTORS

45. Which of the following ways can land be acquired in your community?

a) Purchase D d) other (Please specify)b) Lease D c) Rent D

r

211

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



46. Agricultural land can be purchased in your community.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

47. Explain your choice in Q46 above.

48. The sale of agricultural land can increase women's access to and control over

land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

49. Poverty III your community IS more prevalent among which category of

people?

a. Female sex 0 b. Male sex 0 c. Equal for both sexes 0
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50. Poverty affects women's access to and control over agricultural land and

producti vity.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

51. Wealthy women farmers have increased access and control over large

agricultural land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

52. Feminine poverty threatens women's access to large acreage of agricultural

land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree
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53. The increased use of land for commercial purposes limits women access to

agricultural land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

54. Women limited access to land affects their ability to obtain loans from banks.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

. Part v : Government Agricultural Policies And Legal Land Reform~

55. Government agricultural policies promote agricultural productivity.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree
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56. Government agricultural policies guarantee increasing access of women to

land. a. Yes 0 b.No 0

57. Agricultural policies of the government are pro-commercial farming.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

58. Agricultural policies of enhancing access to equipment promote productivity

than ensuring access to land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

59. Majority of women farmers are into which of the following categories.

a. Subsistence/food crop production 0 b. Commercial/cash crop production 0

c. Equally distributed between commercial and subsistence farming. 0

60. Women farmers do not get the full benefits of the policy of agricultural

extension service.
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Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

61. Are you aware of the existence of any legal land reform policy?

a. Yes D b.No D

62. Legal land reforms do not guarantee women's land security.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

63. Ghana legal land reforms protect the interest of large-scale farmers than small

scale farmers.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

r
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a. Yes D b.No D

64. Does your access to land enhanced under the Ghana legal land reforms?

65. Ifno to Q64, do you ever contest your land rights in the law court?

a. Yes D b.No D

66. The current Ghana land laws need further reforms to ensure women's greater

access to agricultural land.

Strongly Disagree Indifferent Agree Strongly

Disagree Agree

67. Should the legal land reforms processes be abandoned?

a. Yes D b.No D

68. Which of the following constraints is the most challenging as regards women

access to agricultural land?

a. Cultural constraints b. Educational limitations c. Economic constraints

(poverty)

d. Inappropriate agnc policies

Thank You

e. Inappropriate legal reform policies
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APPENDIX 2

INTERVIEW DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR MOFA, OFFICE OF THE

ADMINISTRATION OF STOOL/SKIN LANDS, DEP ARTMENT OF

WOMEN AND CHILDREN AFFAIRS AND CHRAJ

TOPIC: WOMEN'S ACCESS TO AGRICULTURAL LAND IN THE

NANUMBA NORTH DISTRICT OF THE NORTHERN REGION OF

GHANA

A - Bio-Data of the Respondent

(1) Sex

(2) Educational level

(3) Main occupation

(4) Marital status

(5) How many women are in your house hold?

(6) How many years are you?
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B - Socio-Cultural Factors

(7) Who owns and manages land in your community?

(8) What are the benefits threats associated with the Traditional land tenure system

in terms of women access to agricultural land?

(9) What is your understanding about land?

(10) What role does the Tendana plays in land management process?

(11) Do you agree or otherwise with the restriction of the agricultural land use

regarding choice of crop, sale of farm produces, gifting of land, share cropping

etc?

C - Educational Factors

(7) What are your views on women literacy and access to agricultural land?

D - Economic Factors

(8) What is your take on poverty and women access to land?

(9) What can you say about commercialization of land and women access to

agricultural land?

c
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E - Government Agricultural Policies And Legal Land Reforms

(10) To what extend are government agricultural policies promote agricultural

productivity?

(11) What is your take on government agricultural policies under provision of

commercial and subsistence farming?

(12) Do agricultural policies of enhancing access to equipment promote

productivity than ensuring access to land? Explain.

(13) Which type of farming system are women greatly involved?

(14) To what extent do legal land reforms guarantees women's land security?

(15) What are your views on Ghana legal land reform regarding the interest of

large scale farmers and small scale farmers?

(16) To what extent do women contest their land rights in the law court?

(17) Do the current Ghana land laws need further reforms to ensure women's

greater access for agricultural land? Explain.

(18) To what extend do women farmers get the full benefit of the policy of

agricultural extension services.

(19) Should the legal land reform processes be abandoned? Explain.
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APPENDIX 3

FOCUS - GROUP DISCUSSING GUIDE FOR WOMEN GROUPS AND

TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY

TOPIC: WOMEN'S ACCESS TO AGRICULTURAL LAND IN THE

NANUMBA NORTH DISTRICT OF THE NORTHERN REGION OF

GHANA.

1. Socio - cultural factors:

Probe (ownership of land, the advantages and disadvantages associated

with traditional land tenure system, women access to land regarding land

tenure system, how inheritance, marriage and gift affect access to land,

sale of agricultural land etc).

2. Educational factors:

Probe (literacy and access to land)

3. Economic factors:

Probe (wealth and access to land, relationship between access to land and

access to bank loans, relationship between poverty and access to land, etc).
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