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ABSTRACT
This study sought to investigate the causes that led to the commercialization of Islamic marriage

in Wa Municipality and assessed it's impact (negative) on Islamic marriages within the Wa

Municipality. Marriage is an institution ordained by God for procreation. This institution has

various processes, procedures and requirements, however in recent times, there have been

observed major change to Islamic marriage worldwide in terms of processes, procedures and

requirements including; the Dowry (Mahr), sermon (Nikah) and Walimah (bridal party or

dinner). These observed changes prompted the researcher to investigate into the causes and its

impact (negative) of the observed changes of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal. The study

focused mainly on four semantic aspects, namely; contracting of Islamic marriage in the Wa

Municipality, essential requirements of Islamic marriage in the Wa Municipality, Changes to the

essential requirement of Islamic marriage in the Wa Municipality and effects of these changes on

Islamic marriage.

•

The data were gathered through self-administered questionnaires. The survey findings were

coded and analyzed using; histograms, bargraghs, percentages, tables and figures to present the

findings .

The observed changes to Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal was seen by the respondents as un-

islamic and called for a total eradication of these observed changes. From the study; some

recommendations were made for minimizing lavish and extravagant spending on Islamic

marriage in the Wa Municipality.
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CHAPTER ONE

.. Introduction

1.0 Background to the Study

Marriage is an institution ordained by God for procreation.

Commercialization is the process or cycle of introducing a new idea into an established

institutional practice.

"Muslims' do not see the house as a static entity. As the environment for the

generation of life, it is itself a living and dynamic entity" Kpienbaya (non-published).

Hence the "waala" people talk of the need to continually build up the house. This task

needs a man and woman in order to be accomplished. As a "waala" saying goes, "it

needs a man and a woman to build a house.', for whilst, the man digs the soil the

woman provides the water without which he cannot make the motar for the building".

Here again, we see how, in a nuanced way, the "waala" refer both to the gender

division of labor in the putting up of a physical house and the cooperation of the sexes

in the generation of children within the social house. In this way, I have the double

reference to the house as a physical and social entity.

Through these statements, "waala" acknowledge the importance of marriage. However

they do not see marriage as establishing a household. The "waala" believe that the

House has already been setup by the forebearers. It is the task of the descendants to

keep the house in existence. Kpienbaya. (Non-published). Marriage is thus a necessary

means of keeping the house alive through history. Hence a young man is said to "take

a wife" (depoga) into his house whilst a young girl "homes a husband" (kulisira). Girls

are destined to marry outside their own patriling into another person's house" and thus

educated to help "build" their husbands' houses even if they are never considered full

members in it. Infact, the remain members of their own patrician are expected to be

responsible and respectable ambassadors of their own families within their husbands'

own. Throughout the world and through out history there have been, and still are, a

variety of matrimonial systems each of which is the fruit of inventiveness and

adaptation to local circumstances. The Islamic" marriage system is one of them; it has

its peculiarities and specific characteristics, carved out by tradition. For the Muslims,

1

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



marriage is the union of a man and a woman, having in mind the reciprocal services of

domestic life and the procreation of children, this union is made possible through the

mutual agreement between the kinship group of the man and that of the woman.

Therefore, marriage is not just the affairs of the man and the woman, for the bond that

unites them as husband and wife unites at the same time their two lineage groups. Man

alone is incomplete and more so the woman, they are like two halves of a "Calabash"

which have to be reunited to have a whole "Calabash". The complete human being is

the couple (man and woman) and it has been like that since the beginning. Kpiebaya,

(non-published).

For the two, it is the accession to their true maturity especially if their union results in

an offspring; Marriage is the fine threshold to cross on earth in the growth to a

childhood. Celibacy always conserves something if childish immaturity in the eyes of

the society. The relation husband-wife is therefore constitutive of the human being and

marriage which creates this relation is thus greatly varied. "And we have created every

thing in pairs, that perhaps you may remember" (Quran 51:49).. According to

Kpiebaya, (unpublished) marriage is the union of a man and a woman, having in mind

the reciprocal services of domestic life and procreation of children.

This union is made possible through groups of the man and women. This indicate that,

marriage is not just about the affair of the man and the women, for the bond that bring

and unite them as husband and wife, unites at the same time, their lineage groups.

Marriage is a social, religious, spiritual or legal union of individuals. It is a legal

relationship between sponsors a legal marriage established by a civil or religious

ceremony.

According to William Haunt, (non-published) "marriage quote which holds" "marriage

is a God planned creation, individually patterned and women together to bring

happiness and warmth to mankind. "marriage is the union of a man and a woman who

make permanent and exclusive commitment to each other of the type that is naturally

fulfilled by bearing and rearing children together and renewed by acts that constitute

the behavioral part of the process of reproduction" Girgis sheriff, et al. (2010).

2
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According to Maggie (2002) every known human society has some form of marriage.

In every complex society governed by law, marriage exists as a public legal act and not

merely a private romantic declaration or religious rite. As Kingsley Davis (2002)

summed up the an theological audience "although the details of getting marriage who

chooses the mates, what are the ceremonies and exchanges, how old principle of

marriage is everywhere embodied in practice.

As a practically universal human idea, marriage is about regulating the reproduction of

children, families society. While marriage systems differ marriage across societies is a

public sexual union that creates kinship obligation and the children their sexual union

may produce marriage Gallagher, Lindaj. (2002).

Nikah is an arabic term used for marriage, it mean "contract" ("agd in Arabic). The

specifically refers to marriage as "Mithaqun Ghalitum" which means "a strong

agreement" "and they have taken a strong pledge (Mithaqum Ghalithum) from you?

(Quran 4:21).

According to Lenkeit (2001), marriage is an event that marks an important change in

both role and status. The change of status is from being single to being part of a couple

with new responsibilities and rights.

Several scholars including some Anthropologists have noted the following features

about marriage in most societies.

a. Marriage includes an exclusive sexual relationship between the partners.

b. Marriage usually involves some degree of economic interdependency - including

property and labour,

c. Marriage legitimizes the couple offspring in the eyes of that group.

"Marriage, a socially accepted sexual and economic union involving a lasting

commitment between two or more people who have parental rights and obligation to

any children of the union" Crapo (2002).

Nikah is an Arabic term used for marriage. It means;

"Contract" (aqd in Arabic). The Quran specifically refer to marriage as "Mithaqun

Ghalithun" which mean "a strong convenient" and they have taken a strong pledge

3
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(Mithagun Ghalithun ) from you" (Quran 4:2,). According to Qaradawi (2003), the

following are some of the definitions of Muslim marriage.

Hedaya- marriage is a legal process by which the several process and procreation and

legitimating of children between men and women is perfectly lawful and valid. In

supporting this idea, the Researcher also seen marriage as a social and legal contract, so

must contain all the ingredients of a valid contract.

Bailie digest - A Nikah in Arabic mean "union of the series" and carries a civil contract

for the purposes of legalizing sexual inter course and legitimate procreation of children.

Ameer Ali, (Ibid) also looked at marriage is an organization for the protection of the

society. This is made to protect the society from foulness and unchastely. Indeed from

the researcher point of view, marriage as an organization, there are a laid down

structures and established pattern in terms of processes, procedures and requirements

Abdul Rahim (Ibid) also indicated ,the Muslim priests regard the institution of marriage

as partaking both the nature of "Ibadat" or devotional acts and a muamlat" or dealings

among men.

'Islam recognizes values of sex and advocates marriage. Islam does not believe in

celibacy. The prophet ofIslam has said "marriage is my sunnah (that is recommended

action of the prophet) and whoever does not follow my sunnah is not true follower

"(Ibn Haiah Basum Nilah) all has commended the Muslims to marry. (Quran 24:33)in

Islam, marriage is considered as one of the essential element of adulthood in Islamic

context. And marriage is also considered essentially a contract. In Islam, both Muslim

men and women must satisfy certain conditions before one can go into marriage. The

conditions include:

~ There must be a clear proposal

~ There must be a clear acceptance

~ There must be at least the competent.

After satisfying the about conditions, the marriage must be witnessed by the competent

persons from both the man's family and the women's family respectively. It IS

necessary to exclude illicit sex and to safeguard legitimacy of progeny. "It IS

recommended that marriage should be widely publicized. The "heart" of marriage is

the "marriage gift", little or more, by the bridegroom to the bride". "Dowry or

4
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marriage gift by bridegroom to the bribe is a symbolic expression of the groom's

cognizance of the economic responsibilities of marriage and of his readiness to assume

all responsibilities subsequent to marriage" Dowry is not any price paid either to wife

or family of the wife. Dowry should be estimated according to the circumstances with

emphasis on moderation. The prophet (P B 0 H.)Peace Be Upon Him is repaved to

have said that "the most blessed marriage" is that which is least costly and most easy".

Marriage is usually a group affair and the ceremony involves, besides the couple and

their immediate relations distant kinsfolk, neighbors and friends. Nor is their

involvement limited to the ceremony. It is necessary during the preliminary

negotiations which culminate in the ceremony. That is why it is said that "Ghanaian

marriage is between families and not individuals. This view has a dolled significance

because in our extended system, the interest of the relatives in the marriage means that

the two families have become affirnal real kin of the two sides". Nukunya (2003).

According to Kpiebaya, (unpublished) "the word "Bride price" instead of the usual

word dowry for a reason. The word dowry is often used to refer to the practice among

many Africans. Peoples of giving some goods in exchange for a wife, but strictly

speaking, dowry is the money, or the property a woman brings to her husband at

marriage. In Africa, in general, it is the boy, not the girl who brings money, money,

property and services to the girl's family." In my candle opinion, the "Bride price or

Bride wealth is the consideration (thus the benefit to the bridegroom. The

consideration paid by the bride should be within the limit of the bride and should be

recommended by Islam advocates and confined within the teaching s of Islam. The

importance of the dowry (bride price bride wealth) can not be overemphasized. The

bride price is never seen traditionally as payment for the girl, but as an indemnity to the

family kpiebaya (unpublished), payment of the dowry (bride price, bride wealth) is a

symbolic of the marriage procedure and finally legalizes the marriage contract. Once

the bride price has been paid by the bride, it confers sexual rights on parties. Since

Islam discourage celibacy.

Payments of the dowry also legitimize the unborn children and also the dowry sexual

rights on both parties. Since Islam discourage celibacy. It serves as a "stabiser to the

marriage for one the girl's people have received it, they are not readily prepared to

return it should a breakdown occur. It is therefore in their interest to maintain the

marriage". Kpiebaaya (unpublished). "Walimah" is a food reception which follows the

5
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consummation of the marriage, to make it public. It is offered by the parents of the

married couple, by their friends, or by the newly married couple themselves. Friends,

relatives, and neighbors are usually invited. This food reception should be within the

means of the couple and recommended by Islam. The companion Anas reputed that

"the prophet (S. A. W.) saw a trace of yellow on Abd Ar - Bahaman Ibn "Awf, and

asked: what is this? He answered: I got married. The prophet (S.A. W.) said: may Allah

make it a blessing for you. Make a Walimah, even with only and Malik). In human

like, every human being go through three (3) importance stages in life and each of these

stages is marked with celebration and other financial commitment. The stages include:

~ Out-dooring ceremony.

~ Adulthood and marriage ceremony.

~ Death and funeral ceremony.

The celebration of these activities should not bring any hardship to those performing

them. Recently, the Islamic marriage institution has turn into a financial institution

where Muslims borrow with "collateral see' and secured with a very hard "

conditions." Those Muslims who has not gotten the said "collateral security" cannot

borrow from the Islamic marriage institution. In conclusion marriage is a religions right

for Muslim brothers and sisters and this has been recommended by the messenger of

Allah Peace Be upon Him (S.A.W.) and His Companions. Emphasis is placed on the

affordability of the "Dowry" (Bride pride).

"Marriage is a basic remedy for the sexual appetite. Alternative solutions are merely to

enable you to bile your time until the prosper circumstance for marriage arrive maturity

adequate financial resource and a virtuous women" Akam (2007). The messenger of

Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace said "0. young men I any of you who

are able to marry should do so. It lowers the eyes and protects the private parts. Any of

you who are unable to do so should fast. Fasting is a protection for you" an Nawawi

said, "my companions consider the term 'young' to cover all those who are between the

age of puberty and thirty years old".

The prophet (peace be upon him) prescribed marriage for these who have the means

should fast and control their desires until the time Allah opens the way for them. The

source of this is in the Nobel Quran where Allah almightily says; "any of you who do

not have the means to marry believing free women may believing slave girls who are

6
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owned by those among you. Allah knows best about your belief you are all equally

believers. Marry them their owners permission and give them lower correctly and

courteously as marriage women not in fornication or taking them as lovers when they

are marriage, if they commit fornication they should receive half the punishment if free

women. This is for those of you who are afraid of committing fornication. But to be

patient would be better for you Allah is all knowing most Merciful' (surah an Nisa;

ayah 25).

According to Abu Ayyub, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the messenger of

Allah may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said pour things are part of the Sunam

of the messengers: henna, perfume, Siwak and marriage the importance of Islamic

marriage can not be over emphasized. The holy Quran says "and marry those among

you who are single and those who are fit among your male slave and your female slave

if they are needy. Allah will make free from want out of the grace and Allah is ample

giving, knowing.

..
The above ayah begins with the words wa wnke hor (and marry ) the

imperative form of the word 'Nikah implies that either it is obligatory or highly

recommended. According to scholars though marriage is a highly recommended act if

becomes obligatory when there is a chance of falling into sin. The prophet says; "no

house has been built in Islam more beloved in the sight "the best people of my nation

(Ummat) are those who get marriage and have chosen their wives, and the worst people

of my nation are those who have kept away from marriage and are passing their lives as

bachelors.

According to Iman Ali exhorts marry because marriage is the tradition of the prophet.

The prophet peace be upon him, also said whoso ever likes, to follows my tradition,

then he should know that marriage is from my tradition. The holy Quran has

categorized the importance of marriage in Islam as;

a. It legalizes sex. In Islam, marriage is not restricted to a platonic relationship between

husband and wife nor is it solely for procreation. The Islam term for marriage "Nikah"

literally means sexual intercourse sex in named life has been openly recommended in

the Quran, " when they i.e. the wives have cleansed themselves (after menstruation)

you go into them as Allah has recommended"

7
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b. Fulfillment of sexual urge. The holy prophet, peace be upon him and the holy Imans

also encouraged their followers to marry and fulfill their sexual urges in lawful ways as

can be seen from the following. The prophet peace be upon him said from following

young men: I recommend marriage to you. According to Iman raza, he said, "three

things are from the tradition if the messenger of God: using perfume, removing the

(excessive hair and visiting one's wife".

c. Various studies prove that marriage people remain healthier, physically and mentally.

Islam as always maintained that marriage is beneficial for as in many ways. Islam also

regards marriage as a way to acquire spiritual perfection.

d. Marriage also enhances the value of prayers the prophet peace be upon him said "two

rakats (cycles) preyed by a marriage person are better then night -vigil and the fast of a

single person?

e. Marriage in Islam also increases sustenance. The holy prophet peace be upon him

remarked "give spoon as to your single (improves it) (under the shoe low of marriage

their ands their sustenance and increase their generosity (human values)"

According to Kpiebaya (unpublished), marnage to the man in Daggo implies an

alliance with women so that she can carry out those domestic chores and menial tasks a

woman should do. He again said that, one important reason for a Daggo who enters into

marriage is to have offspring.

A fertile marriage is what every couple hopes fro, and the lineage looks forward to

children bring joy and hope and are symbol of success in the of a Daggo. "The

function of the family may be listed as;

a. Procreation

b. Socialization and

c. Economic co-operation.

The family provides the generally accepted relationship for the procreation of children

this is needs possible through marriage. If is marriage that days the legal foundations

for the family. Nukuny (2003).

According to Lenkeit, (2001), highlighted some function of marriage they include;

a. Marriage includes an exclusive sexual relationship between the partners

b. Marriage usually involves some degree of economic interference- including property

and labor. And

8
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c. Marriage legitimizes the couple offspring in the eyes of that group

Crapo richly H (2002), also places some importance to marriage. He identified the

following as the function of marriage; marriage channeling sexual behavior into stable

relationship, fulfilling the economic needs of marriage partner perpetuating society's

kinship pro ups and providing an instruction for the care of children until they become

self sufficient.

According to (Quran 30:21), as a meaningful institution, marnage has two mam

purposes;

a. To ensure persecution of the human species and continuation of the human race and

b. To provide spiritual and legal foundation of the family marriage (Nikah) as a sacred

social contract between bride and groom has to go through the following procedure;

i. Payment of Mahr (dowry)- the marriage gift (Mahr) is a divine injunction, but

emphasis is placed on moderation.

ii. Sermon (Nikah), according to Shariah, the wife -to-be recites "an Kahitu Nafsaka a;

61 Mahiril mp loan, meaning, (I have given away myself in Nikah to you, on the agreed

Mahr") this sermon Nikah must done in a mosque by a leader who should be an Iman.

iii.Welling (Dinner), this procedure is highly recommended on the groom. Relations,

friend both poor and rich are invited to this walling. Also emphasis is placed on the

least trouble and expense after the couple have gone the above procedures; it is

incumbent on them to fulfill the marriage requirements.

According to al-Quaradewi (2003), the general essentials or requirement for marriage

under Islam are;

1. Every Muslim of sound mind and having attained puberty can marry.

11. Consent of mutuality of the parties is part mount

111. There must be two male or one male and two female witness

IV. Mahr (dowry) - marriage gift to be paid by the groom to the bride

v. Legal guardian (hplceel) representing the bride

VI. Written marriage contract signed by the bride and the groom and witness by two

adult and some witnesses

vii. Qadi (state appointed Muslim judge) or Ma'zoon (a responsible person officiating

the marriage ceremony)

viii. Khutba-lun-nikah to solemnize the marriage
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1.1 Statement of the Problem/ Problem Situation

Marriage is an institution ordained by God for procreation. This institution has various

processes, procedures and requirement. For instance, Islamic marriage worldwide in

terms of processes, procedures and requirement involves the mahr (dowry), sermon

(Nikah) and now the Walimah (Dinner). In conceptualizing the procedures in Islamic

marriage; Mahr, refers to the marriage gift which is a divine injunction. The amount of

money is not specified, but emphasis is placed on moderation. According to the Shariah

of Islam governing rules about Mahr, no definite amount or a thing of a definite value

is fixed as Mahr. The injunctions of the Quran are silent on this issue. It is narrated by

Amir Bin Rabiah that a woman belonging to Banu Fazarah was married on a pair of

shoes as her Mahr. Sermon (Nikah) is the second procedure in Islamic marriage which

the recitation of the Holy Quran in a confined place preferable in a mosque by a

prominent leader preferable an Iman. Walimah (Dinner) which is the third procedure in

Islamic marriage is highly recommended on the groom. Relatives, neighbors and

friends both poor and rich are invited for the Walimah; lavish spending is not advisable

especially when the same money can be used effectively by the couple.

According to Samiya (2009), these days engagement is not restricted to the family

dinner and a ring and that .now, people have begun to book function halls for the

engagement ceremony too. They spend the same amount of money on betroth of that

of a marriage. The same expensive bridal dress and groom kit make-up gold or

diamond ring, lavishing dinner, hundreds of guests, photo and video shoot, etc, it is no

more an intimate gathering but an announcement of beginning of a new relationship, a

new life.

According to Samiya (2009), now-a-days in Islamic society, brides go to a parlour and

have a get-to-gather with friends in the evening. She further explained that, there is a

dance, music and all types of entertainment before the wedding ceremony which

require a huge sum of money.

In the Upper West Region especially within the Wa Municipality, Islamic marriage

procedure and practices nowadays have created difficulties for those who can not afford

and stand the test of time. This now involves sowing of identical cloths, hiring of

canopies, expensive dowry, hiring of record dance and among others. This practices
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and concepts currently introduced into the Islamic marriage have undermined the

integrity of Islam as a religion.

In a radio discussion on Radio Progress Current Affairs Program, September, 3rd 2010,

Daud lamented on the commercialization of Islamic marriage within the Municipality

and called for a total fight against the alien practices in Islamic marriage. He added

that the traditional days set for marriage ceremonies have shifted from the usually

Thursdays to Sundays with the hope that, the whole day will be spent on the marriage

ceremony. Daud further indicated that the sowing of identical cloths for the marriage

ceremony has brought extra burden to families of both couples.

Also it is noticed that in recent times, especially, in Wa Municipality, friends, families,

who contributed in diverse ways towards the marriage ceremonies (Walimah) are

acknowledged on air especially radio stations to the neglect of those who could not

contribute in cash. This is practice has turned the marriage ceremonies into commercial

ventures where the riches are invited with the hope of getting substantial profit from

their participation.

In a survey conducted by Suleman (2008) within the Wa Municipality indicates that,

75% of the young men and women were not able to marry due to the high cost of

Walimah (dinner) and the bride price (dowry). The situation has brought about an

increase number of unmarried women in the Municipality because young men are not

able to afford due to the high cost of dowries and walimah. In such circumstances,

some women will agree to be a second or third wife and to give up some of their rights.

Some women need to stay in their family home, either because they are the only care

givers for family members, or because the woman has a handicap and her family do

want the husband to be burdened with something he cannot bear, and he stays in touch

with her without having to put too great a burden on himself, or because she has

children and cannot move with them to her husband's house, and other reasons. Source:

(Islam Q. & A.) The Researcher also observed picture taking and video shooting,

engagement and wedding ring and among other practices which are recently introduced

to the essential requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal. All these costs are

borne by the Bridegroom which negatively affects the financial position of the
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Bridegroom. The Researcher also observed that, dress-code also found its way in recent

times of Islamic marriage ceremonies in Wa Municipal. (Ibid)

Consequently, it is imperative to investigate into the essential requirements, processes

and procedures of Islamic marriage in the Wa Municipality. The study would further

delve into the causes and effects of the commercialization of the marriage practices.

1.2 Research Question(s)

Main research question

What account for the commercialization of marriage in the Islamic religion in Wa

Municipality?

1. How is Islamic marriage contracted?

2. What are the essential requirements of Islamic marriage?

3. Are there changes to the essential requirements ofIslamic marriage?

4. What are the impacts of these changes on Islamic marriage?

1.3 Research Objective(s)

To identify what account for the commercialization of marriage in the Islamic religion.

Sub objectives

1. To identify the procedure of Islamic marriage

2. To identify the requirements ofIslamic marriage

3. To determine the changes in procedure and requirements ofIslamic marriage

overtime.

4. To assess the impact of these changes on Islamic marriage.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The study will ultimately provide information on the impact on the commercialization

of Islamic marriage in the Wa Municipality. Likely findings on the impact as Chiefs,

religious leader among other will form the basis for collaborative effort to fight -the

menace ofthe commercialization ofIslamic marriage in the Wa Municipal.

1.5 Organization of the Study

In accordance with the research objectives, the study comprises six chapters. The first

chapter set forth the background to the study, and the overview of the comer.

Commercialization of Islamic marriages, the problem statement and objective of the
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study, among others. Chapter two deals with the review of literature, which discusses

the topics such as the essential requirements of Islamic marriage among others. chapter

three looks at the research methodology. In chapter four, the data collected are

presented and analyzed. The discussion of findings is found in chapter five. The last

chapter deals with the summary, conclusions and the recommendations of the study.

1.6 Scope of the Study

This study is a formative survey of the commercialization of Islamic marriage, a survey

of the impacts in the Wa Municipality. This practice has been in existence for

sometimes now in Ghana. At present, only Wa Municipality has been selected for the

survey. However, the small size of the sample means that the validity of generalization

may be questionable.

Additionally, inadequate funding and limited time made it impossible to extend this

survey to other part of the region not to talk of the nation at large. The conclusion and

findings of the study may not be accepted by some individuals who perceived the

problem statement to be normal. The evidence of impact of the commercialization of

Islamic marriage is therefore limited to respondents of the research questionnaires
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERA TURE REVIEW
2.0 Definition of Marriage

This chapter consists of two (2) thematic areas. Thus theoretical Framework which

comprises prominent scholars, journals textbooks both published and non-published

relating to the following areas ofIslamic Marriage:

• The procedure on Islamic marriage

• The requirements of Islamic marriage

• The changes in procedure and requirement of Islamic marriage

• The impact of the recent changes in procedure and requirement on Islamic

marnage.

"There is well said in Hindu Religion that "Weddings is made in Haven". Crapo

(2002). A Wedding is the beautiful start of a new life. Especially for the Hindu brides,

who enter in to the new life with many dreams in her eyes and leave her all childhood

things behind in her parents' home and make the new world with her life partner. This

is the ceremony where Hindu bride and groom promises to live together as a lifelong

partnership and always support each other in their happiness as well as in sorrows.

Hindu religion has its own rituals and customs like for the Hindu bride red color is

closely associated with weddings. It is an auspicious color that signifies prosperity,

happiness and good destiny. It is to be said that the newlywed Hindu bride brings forth

good destiny along with her as she weds and becomes a precious part of the groom's

family.

Truly it's the joyful and colorful day for a Hindu bride and groom. No doubt, on the

time of the marriage money flows like water of river. A there are lost of ceremonies in

the Hindu marriage. Of course depends upon the ones social and financial status.

Some pre marriage ceremonies are engagement or ring ceremony in the presence of all

family members, then the day before marriage, the 'mechendi' or henna night for the

Hindu bride where her hands and foots will paint with beautiful design of mehendi A

and then turmeric ceremony will be conducted for both Hindu bride and groom. At last

the wedding day comes where Hindu bride and groom following the traditional rituals
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with ceremony of vows and blessed by the elders and priest for successful and

prosperous married life, Crapo (2002).

But ceremonies will not end here. Some post marriage rituals are vidaai ceremony.

Wedding reception party, a part is given to the some close friends and family member

by groom's family. Here only wedding ceremonies were end but the real life of Hindu

bride and groom will begin now as a husband and wife. At last we can say that the

fashion changes time to time but some traditional rituals will remain same". Simon

(2010).

• marriage is defined as a socially accepted sexual and economic union involving a

lasting commitment between two or more people who have parental right and

obligations to any children of the union" Crapo (2002).

"Marriage is an event that marks an important change in both role and status the change

of status is from being single to being "art of a couple with new responsibilities and

right. Some of the responsibilities and right include; an exclusive sexual relationship

between the partners, some degree of economic inter dependency which include

property and labor and legitimizing the couples offspring in the eyes of that groups

Languet R Edward (2001) PS 136-138 Marriage is a universal institution to human

society but the conceptions of it held may differ from society to society reflecting the

economy, ecology religion political organization thus the specific culture of the people

concerned.

According to Awedoba, (2005), he looked at marriage as a union of couple as husband

and wife among other thing the abject of this union is procreation and the legitimating

of the status of the children born to the couple. According to votes and Queries in

Anthropology, the official handbook of the Royal Anthropological institute of Britain

which sees marriage as "a union between a man and a women such that children born to

the women are recognized as legitimate children of both parents. Nunkunya (2003).

According to Lenkeit, (2001), marriage is been defined as inclusive sexual relationship

between the partners" involves some degree of economic interdependency-including

property and labor, it legitimize the couple's offspring in the eyes of that group.
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Marriage is a social, economic and sexual union that takes many forms. The most

common forms of marriage are: monogamy, polygyny, and polyandry and group

marriage. Crapo, (2002).

"Marriage is a universal institution to human society but the conceptions of it held may

differ from society to society reflecting the economy, ecology, religion, political

organization thus the specific culture of the people concerned." Awedoba (2005).

"Marriage is the recognized institution for the establishment and maintenance of family

life all over the would." Nukunya (2003).

According to Tengan Edward, (1997) "the Dagare do not see the house as a static

entity. As the environment for the generation of life, if it is itself a living and dynamic

entity. Hance, Dagare talk of the need to continually build up the house. This task needs

a man and woman in order to be accomplished. As a Dagaare saying goes, "it needs a

man and a woman to build a house; for whist the man digs the soil, the woman provides

the water without which he cannot make the mortar for the building".

Kpiebanya unpublished, also viewed marriage as the union of a man and a woman,

having in mined the reciprocal service of domestic life and the procreation of children.

This union is mode possible through the natural agreement between the kinship groups

of the man and the woman. Therefore, marriage is not just the affair of the man and the

woman, for the bond that unites them a husband and wife unites at the same time their

two lineage groups.

Nikah is an Arabic term used for marriage. It means "contract" ("aqd in Arabic). The

Quran specifically refers to marriage as "Mithaqun Ghalithun," which means "a strong

covenant". "...and they have taken a strong pledge (Mithaqun Ghalithun) from you?"

(Quran 4:21).

The seriousness of this covenant becomes obvious when one finds the same tern i.e.,

Mithaqun Ghalithun, being used for the covenant made between Allah and the Prophet

before granting them the responsibility of the Prophethood (Quran 33:7).

The Quran also uses the Arabic word "Hisn" suggesting "fortress" for marriage.

Marriage is considered the fortress of chastity. Marriage in Islam is recommended as a
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religious requirement. It is stated in Quran that "Marry those among you who are single

and (marry) your slaves, male andfemale, that are righteous" (Quran 24:32).

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) declared that "When the servant of Allah marries, he has

fulfilled half the (responsibilities laid on him by the) faith; so let him be God conscious

with respect to the other half' (Mishkat). Marriage has also been commended as the

way of the prophets. "We indeed sent messengers before you (0 Muhammad), and We

assigned them wives and children". (Quran 13:38). Marriage, in fact, is specifically

considered the tradition (Sunnah) of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) when he declared

"Marriage is my Sunnah, whoever disregards my (Sunnah) path is not from among us".

(Ibn Majah). Islam discourages celibacy and encourages marriage, as Prophet

Muhammad (S.A. W.) recommended "Whoever is able to marry, should marry"

(Bukhari).

Marriage is a sacred social contract between a man and a woman. It is also a religious

institution. From the beginning of human history men and women are bonded in

marriage to have progeny so that human continuity is maintained. This has given rise to

families that form societies and nations. Marriage is fundamental to human society. As

such, all great religions have emphasised on marital life for earthly peace. In Islam it is

treated as 'half-faith' as it is reported that "When a servant of Allah marries, he has

completed half of his religious obligations, and he must fear Allah in order to complete

the second half' (al-Baihaqi). Husbands and wives are compared as garments to each

other (Qur'an 2:187). Marriage gives tranquillity (al-Qur'an 30:21) of mind in the

spouses. Allah has prescribed marriage as the only way for conjugal relationship and

family life in human society (Qur'an 2:221,5:5,24:33).

It is quiet relevant to know whether the Muslim marriage is a sacrament and according

to Al-Qaradawi (2003) the following are some of the definitions of Muslim marriage':

According to Hedaya - Marriage is a legal process by which the several process and

procreation and legitimation of children between man and women is perfectly lawful

and valid. In supporting this idea, the Researcher also seen marriage as a social and

legal contract, so must contain all the ingredients of a valid contract.
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Bailies Digest - A Nikah in Arabic means "Union of the series" and carries a civil

contract for the purposes of legalizing sexual intercourse and legitimate procreation of

children.

Ameer Ali also looked at - Marriage is an organisation for the protection of the society.

This is made to protect the society from foulness and unchestity. Indeed from the

researcher point of view, marriage as an organisation, there are a laid down structures

and established pattern in terms of processes, procedures and requirements.

Abdur Rahim - The Muslim priests regard the institution of marriage as par taking both

the nature of "Ibadat" or devotional arts and "Muamlat" or dealings among.

2.1 The Purpose of Marriage in Islam

Purpose of Marriage

"The apparent universality of marriage is an institution suggests that, it fulfill a variety

of functions in the maintenance and perpetuation of human social life. These functions

include;

i) Channelling sexual behaviour into stable relationship

ii) Fulfilling the economic needs of marriage partners

iii) Perpetuating an society's kinship group and

iv) Providing an institution for the care of the children until they become self-

sufficient". Craps richly it. (2002), fifth edition

The functions or purpose of marriage can not overemphasized regardless of one

religion cultural and political afflation "the functions or purpose of polygny (where a

man has more than one wife) which include;

The opportunity for a man to gain status by having more than one wife and particularly

having many children. Polygny is most common in preindustrial societies where

horticulture or pastoralion is the basis of economic life. More wives also means more

workers. Wives mean more children. More children also means more potential workers.

So there is often an economic advantage to having more than one wives. Political status

can also regained by having more than on wife" Lenkeit R. Edwards (2001) pg 138-

139.

As a meaningful institution, marriage has two main purposes:

1. To ensure preservation of the human species and continuation of the human

race. It is stated that "0 mankind) Be careful of your duty to your Lord, who created
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you from a single soul and from it created its mate and from them has spread abroad a

multitude of men and women" (Quran: 4: 1)

11. To provide spiritual and legal foundation of the family, "And of His Signs is

this: He created for you mates from yourself that you might find rest in them, and He

ordained between you love and mercy. Lo, therein indeed are portents for folk who

reflect" (Quran 30:21).

Through Marriage, the conjugal relationship between a man and a woman becomes

lawful. It provides a legitimate outlet for recreation as well as procreation. Islam

regards sex as natural and good, but restricts it to the partners of marriage so as to

ensure the responsibility for its consequences (Al-Qaradawi, 2003). It is also stated that

"Your women are a tilth for you so go to your tilth as you will, and send (good deeds)

before you for your souls, and fear Allah, and know that you will (one day) meet him.

Give glad tidings to believers, (0 Muhammad)" (Quran 2:223).

Marriage provides spiritual, physical, emotional and psychological companionship.

This companionship generates and sustains love, kindness, compassion, mutual

confidence, Solace and succor (sakinah). It lays a spiritual and legal foundation for

raising a family. The children born of the matrimonial union become legitimate and

mutual rights of inheritance are established (Al-Qaradawi, 2003).

The purpose of marriage in Islam also includes:

1. To ensure preservation of the human Species and Continuation of the human

race. It is stated that "0 mankind! Be careful of your duty to your Lord, who created

you from a single soul and from it created its mates and form has spread abroad a

multitude of men and women". (Quran: 4: 1)

11. To provide spiritual and legal foundation of the family. And of his signs is this:

He created for you mates from your self that you might find rest in them, and He

ordained between you and mercy. Lo, therein indeed are portents for folk who reflect".

(Quran 30:21).

Some of the procedures in Islamic marriage include; the payment of Mohamined

(Dowry) - thus the marriage gift is a divine injunction. The amount of money is not

specified seat emphasis is placed on moderation. Sermon (Nikah) is the second

procedure in Islamic marriage which include the recitation of the Holy Quran in a

confined place preferable in mosque by a prominent leader preferable an Iman. The

third procedure is the Walimah (Dinner) which highly recommended on the groom.

Rebalances, neighbors and friend both poor and rich are invited for Walimah, latish
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spending is not advisable especially when the same money can be used effectively by

the couple.

2.2 The Benefits of Marriage

According to Anna Maltby, the benefits may including:

1. Increase your pay- A Virginia Common Wealth University study found that married

men earn 22 percent more than their single colleague.

2. Speed up your next promotion - married men received higher performance ratings

and faster promotions than bachelors, a 2005 study of United State America, Navy

Officers reported.

3. Keep you out of trouble according to a recent us department of justice report male

victims of violent crime are nearly four times more likely to be single than married.

4. Satisfy you in bed. In 2006, British researchers reviewed the sexual habits of a man

in 38 countries and found that in every country married man have more sex.

5. Help you beat cancer. In a Norwegian study, divorced and never married male

cancer patients had 11 and 16 percent higher mortality rates, respectively than married

men.

6. Help you live longer. A University of California, Angeles (ucla) study found

that people in generally excellent health were 88 percent more likely to die over the 8

year study period if they were singles.

Various studies prove that married people remain healthier, physically and mentally.

Islam has always maintained that marriage is beneficial for us in many ways. Islam also

regards marriage as a way to acquire spiritual perfection. Holy Prophet Muhammad

(S.A.W.) said, "One who marries, has already guarded half of his religion, therefore he

should fear Allah for the other half. How true! A person who fulfils his sexual urges

lawfully would rarely be distracted in spiritual pursuits."

Some of the main benefits of marriage are:

1. Fulfillment of deen (the full practice of religion) is accomplished through

marriage. Islam recognizes that marriage is the state to which people aspire - a situation

that supports, in every aspect and attainment of the state that will please the Creator. To

fulfill the role Allah designed specifically for us, marriage is important. It is through..
marriage that these roles are fulfilled. Anas bin Malik reported that the Prophet

(S.A.W.) said, "When a man marries, he indeed perfects half of his religion. Then he

should fear Allah for the remaining half' (Bukhari).
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11. For women, marriage provides support and protection, "Men are the protectors

and maintainers of women, because Allah has given one more (strength) than the other

and because they support them from their means. Therefore, the righteous women are

devoutly obedient and guard in (the husband's) absence what Allah would have them

guard" (Ali Imran: 34-36).

111. Satisfying sexual desires/needs may only be accomplished through marriage. In

Islam sex outside of marriage is forbidden and considered a major sin. Therefore,

Sexual desires may only be satisfied within a marriage. Marriage provides protection

from sin, "They (wives) are like garments for you, and you are like garments for them"

(AI-Baqarah: 187).

IV. Marriage provides companionship, "...the companion by your side (the wife)."

(Al-Nisaa: 36).

For Muslims, it is clear that the trend to delay or skip marriage is prohibited, and with

good reason. Marriage still remains the trend in Muslim communities. This provides for

the safety and security of women and children. It provides a safeguard against sexual

sin for the man as well as for the woman. It provides two-parent homes for children and

strong ethics that will support a lifestyle that is consistent with the practice of Islam. It

provides loving and kind companionship. This is the way of Muslims (Al-Qaradawi,

2003).

Islam provides clear and ideal direction for all aspects of life. This is a perfect example

of those directions. The religion tells Muslims to marry early. It provides clear

guidelines for husbands and wives and, as they become parents, for parenting and for

the behaviour of children. There is no guesswork in the process.

v. Seeking children. Marriage contributes to the building of society, propagation of

the human race, and increasing the numbers of Muslims.

VI. Pleasing the Prophet (pbuh), by increasing the numbers of his followers. As the

Holy Prophet (pbuh) was reported to have said "Marry the loving and child-bearing, for

I shall outnumber the nations by you on the Day of Resurrection. "

Vll. Seeking blessings through a righteous child through his Du'a (prayer) and other

good deeds on the parents' behalf after their death, or should the child die young then

through his intercession. It said that "When the son of Adam dies, his good deeds come

to an end, except from three sources: perennial charity (sadaqah jariyah), knowledge

from which benefit is obtained, and a pious child who prays for him."
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viii. Protection from Satan through legitimate channeling of the sex drive, thereby

saving oneself and one's spouse from related sins.

viii. Peace of mind and companionship, development of love and mercy between the

spouses.

ix. Development of ties between families.

x. Sharing of tasks in the household, such that the overall burden on each person is less.

xi. Inculcation of a sense of responsibility and improvement of one's self through

expending effort and making sacrifices for the protection and welfare of one's family,

taking care of their needs (physical, material, emotional, spiritual), and bearing

inconveniences and each other's faults patiently (Al-Qaradawi, 2003).

t

2.3 The Procedure of Islamic Marriage

Marriage is usually a group affairs and the ceremony involves, besides the couple and

their to immediate relations, distant kinsfolk, neighbors and friends. Nur is their

involvement limited to the ceremony. It is necessary during the preliminary

negotiations which culminate in the ceremony. That is why it is said that Ghanaian

marriage is between families and not individuals. This view has added significance

because in our extended family system, the interest of the relatives in the marriage

means that the two families have become affinal relations and the children from the

marriage become real kin of the two sides. Nukunya (2003).

In selecting and accepting a potential spouse certain qualities and conditions have to be

met. They include;

a. The relative of each party make sure that their potential affinals do not have serious

diseases such as epilepsy lunacy and leprosy are not noted criminals or witches; are not

given to quarrelling and that the projective spouse himself or herself is hardworking

and respectful next is the payment of the Bride price or marriage payment. This differ

society to society culture as well as religion to religion. Marriage payment (bride price)

among the Ashanti are; drink and money. The Ashanti describe family as "Aseda"

(thanking gift). The usually consists of two bottles of gin and agreed equivalent in cash

(Nukunya, 2003: 42- 43). Among the Anlo, the payment are of two types namely the

"Tabianu" (things used in asking) and the "sronu" thus the marriage payment proper.

Tabiaun is given after the grooms proposal of marriage has been accepted by the bride

and her people while the "sroun" is" and around the time of the ceremony usually
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before it essentially ingredients of the "tabianu" are twelve bottle of asserted drinks and

cash while "sronu" comprises among others drinks went cloth, wax print cloth (dumas)

and cash (Nukunya, 1969: 92 - 96). The Ga presentations as listed by A74 include a

series of stage by payment of drinks and cash of which the "wekudaa" (drinks for the

relatives) is the principal one. If drinks are brought the usual number is six bottles but if

money is given the amount I 2/8/0 (N¢4.80) and at least two bottle of drinks should be

added. The acceptance of the "wekudaa" legalizes the marriage and give the man both

rights in genetricem and rights in xorem (A74, 1974:31- 32). The position in the

northern parts of the country is slightly different in that although cash (money or

cowrie) is involved drinks not emphasized. The Gonja payment consists of minimal

amount of 13 shillings and 12kola: it is small by any standard though it is supplemented

by courting and greeting gifts to the future bride and to her parents Among

the lowili, the transaction flow in the same direction; there is small payment of 350

cowries which is said to be all that is needed to "legalize" the union. In additions

payment amounting to some 3 cows, I goat and 20,000 cowries shells should made

during the life time of the marriage the last of these at the forth coming at the right

time, the brides father (or his kin) will try to persuade her to return home until the

husband meets his obligations. Among the Gonja the transactions are non-returnable

(Goody, 1973:3).

b. Ghana Immigration Service, in collaboration with the European Union on Tuesday

organized a workshop for religions leaders on the new standard operating procedures in

marriage registration and certification.

The workshop also aimed at training marriage registrars in document fraud detection

and to identify lapses in current operating procedures in order to produce and adopt a

transparent marriage documentation scheme.

..

Mrs. Vera Bampoe - Addo, principal state Attorney at the register General Department

said there was the need to implement a new standard of operation to check fake

documentation of births marriages and passport used by people to acquire travel

document. She expressed the hope that, the workshop would make useful inputs to

produce a handbook on standard of operation in marriage registration and issuance of

certificate to cut down on fraud, which each to the rejection of such certificates by most

embassies, "though the workshop, we will be able to educate pastors on what they were
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doing wrong in order to connect them as well as to meet the needs of marriage registry

stakeholders" Mrs Bampoe- Addo. Source: general news Tuesday, 28 July, 2009.

Accra.

Marriage (Nikah) is a solemn and sacred social contract between bride and groom. As

started earlier, this contract is a strong covenant (Mithaqun Ghalithun) as expressed in

Quran 4:21). Both parties mutually agree and enter into this contract. Both bride and

groom have the liberty to define various terms and conditions of their liking and make

them a part of this contract.

Payment of Mabr

The marriage-gift (Mahr) is a divine injunction. The giving ofMahr to the bride by the

groom is an essential part of the contract. 'And give the women (on marriage) their

Mahr as a (Nikah) free gift" (Quran 4:4). Mahr is a token commitment of the husband's

responsibility and may be paid in cash, property or movable objects to the bride herself.

The amount of Mahr is not legally specified, however, moderation according to the

existing social norm is recommended. The Mahr may be paid immediately to the bride

at the time of marriage, or deferred to a later date, or a combination of both. The

deferred Mahr however, falls due in case of death or divorce.

One matrimonial party expresses 'Ijab" willing consent to enter into marriage and the

other party expresses 'Qubul" acceptance of the responsibility in the assembly of

marriage ceremony. The contract is written and signed by the bride and the groom and

their two respective witnesses. This written marriage contract (Aqd-Nikah) is then

announced publicly (Al-Qaradawi 2003).

•.

Sermon (Nikab)

According to Shariah, the wife-to-be recites, 'An Kah'tu nafsaka a'lal mah'ril ma'loom'.

("I have given away myself in Nikah to you, on the agreed Mahr. ") Immediately, the

man (bridegroom) says, 'Qabiltun Nikaha'. ("I have accepted the Nikah.") With these

pronouncements, they become husband and wife (Al-Qaradawi 2003). If the marrying

partners are not able to recite the formula in Arabic, one or two persons or priests are

appointed and authorized to officiate. One who represents the bride would first seek her

explicit consent to officiate on her behalf, and so would the other who acts on behalf of
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the groom. Naturally, there would be a slight variation in the pronouncements, because

the persons reciting them are appointees. A person who represents the bride would

initiate by saying, "Ankah'tu muwakkilati muwakkilaka a'lal mah'ril ma'loom. II ("I give

away in Nikah the woman who has thus appointed and authorized me, to the man who

has authorized you, on an agreed Mahr. ") (Al-Qaradawi, 2003).

The groom's representative would respond, "Qabiltunnikaaha limuwakkili a'lal mah'ril

ma'loom. II ("I accept the Nikah on behalf of the one who has appointed me, on the

agreed Mahr. ") (Al-Qaradawi, 2003).

It is must to recite a brief discourse or Khutba before the Nikah formula is enunciated.

In this Khutba, Allah is praised for His Wisdom in regulating the lawful process of

procreation, and then the traditions from Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A. W.) are also

recited.

..

The assembly of Nikah is addressed with a marriage sermon (khutba-tun-nikah) by the

Muslim officiating the marriage. In marriage societies, customarily, a state appointed

Muslim judge (Qadi) officiates the Nikah ceremony and keeps the record of the

marriage contract. However any trust worthy practicing Muslim can conduct the nikah

ceremony, as Islam does not advocate priesthood. The documents of marriage

contract/certificate are filed with the mosque (Masjid) and local government for record

(Al-Qaradawi 2003).

Walima (Dinner)

Walima is highly recommended on the groom. The relatives, neighbours and friends

must be invited for Walima. However, lavish spending is not advisable especially when

the same money can be used effectively by the couple.

After the consummation of the marriage, the groom holds a banquet called a walima.

The relatives, neighbours, and friends are invited in order to make them aware of the

marriage. Both rich and poor of the family and community are invited to the marriage

feasts. Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) said "The worst of the feasts are those marriage

feasts to which the rich are invited and the poor are left out"(Mishkat). It is

recommended that Muslims attend marriage ceremonies and marriage feasts upon
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invitation. Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) said "".and he who refuses to accept an

invitation to a marriage feast, verily disobeys Allah and His Prophet" (Ahmad & Abu

Dawood).

The Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) made it his tradition (Sunnah) to have

marriage sermon delivered in the assembly to solemnize the marriage. The sermon

invites the bride and the groom, as well as the participating guests in the assembly to a

life of piety, mutual love, kindness, and social responsibility.

The Khutbah-tun-Nikah (sermon) begins with the praise of Allah. His help and

guidance is sought. The Muslim confession of faith that "There is none worthy of

worship except Allah and Muhammad is His servant and messenger" is declared. The

three Quranic verses (Quran 4:1, 3:102, 33:70-71) and one Prophetic saying (hadith)

form the main text of the marriage. This hadith is: "By Allahl Among all of you 1am the

most God-fearing, and among you all, 1am the super-most to save myself from the

wrath of Allah, yet my state is that 1observe prayer and sleep too. 1observe fast and

suspend observing them; 1marry woman also. And he who turns away from my Sunnah

has no relation with me" (Bukhari).

The Muslim officiating the marriage ceremony concludes the ceremony with prayer

(Dua) for bride, groom, their respective families, the local Muslim community, and the

Muslim community at large (Ummah). Marriage (Nikah) is considered as an act of

worship (Ibadah). It is virtuous to conduct it in a Mosque keeping the ceremony simple.

The marriage ceremony is a social as well as a religious activity. Islam advocates

simplicity in ceremonies and celebrations Al-Qaradawi (2003). Prophet Muhammad

(S.A.W.) considered simple weddings the best weddings. His is reported to have said

"The best wedding is that upon which the least trouble and expense is bestowed"

(Mishkat).
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2.4 The Requirements of Islamic Marriage

According to Al-Qaradawi (2003) the general essentials for marriage under Islam are as

follows:

i. Every Muslim of sound mind and having attained puberty can marry. Where

there no proof or evidence of puberty the age of puberty is fifteen years. A minor and

insane (lunatic) who have not attained puberty can be validly contracted in marriage is

by their respective guardians.

ii. Consent of party is must. A marriage of a Muslim, who is of sound mind and has

attained puberty, is void, if there is no consent. There should be a proposal made by or

on behalf of one of the parties to the marriage, and an acceptance of the proposal by or

on behalf of the other party. The proposal and acceptance must both be expressed at

once meeting. The consent given must be free consent,. It must not be an outcome of

compulsion, duess, coercion or undue influence. There must be mutual agreement (Ijab-

O-Qubul) by the bride and the groom.

iii. There must be two male or one male & two female witnesses, who must be sane and

adult Muslim present and hearing during the marriage proposal and acceptance.

iv. Mahr (marriage-gift) to be paid by the groom to the bride either immediately

(Muajjal) or deferred (Muakhkhar), or a combination of both.

v. Legal guardian (Wakeel) representing the bride

VI. Written marriage contract ("Aqd-Nikah) signed by the bride and the groom and

witnesses by two adult and sane witnesses

Vll. Qadi (State appointed Muslim judge) or Ma'zoon (a responsible person officiating

the marriage ceremony).

Vlll. Khutba-tun-Nikah to solemnize the marriage

2.5 Changes in Procedure and Requirement of Islamic Marriage

Time is changing and so are the trends. People, by now are realizing the 'ill- effects' of

extravagance and thus, a wave of 'simple marriages' is revolutionizing the society.

Simple marriages are those marriages which are done in an austere way, without any

pomp and show and according to Islamic Shariah. In simple marriages, people are

directed not to spend money lavishly and tie the knot with simplicity, so that marriages

do not become a burden.
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As Islam is a din and modesty is central to it, modesty in clothing is an obvious

component. The discussion on clothing presented here focuses mainly on women's

clothing, and women's clothing in the public sphere (i.e., clothing that is worn in the

company of strangers, non-mahrem). This means that the public sphere is defined here

as 'in the company of strangers' rather than 'outside the home', although often these

two situations coincide. Therefore, the definitions of public space' and 'private space'

in Islam differ from those in a Western paradigm (Tavris 1992:17; E1 Guindi 1999:82).

There exist several requirements and prohibitions concerning clothing in Islamic

teachings. Fundamentally, the awra' must be covered, but the method or style of

coverage varies greatly from country to country and person to person.

Islam permits, in fact require, that the Muslim be careful about his appearance, dress

decently, maintain his dignity and enjoy what Allah has created for the purpose of

clothing and adornment. From the Islamic point of view, clothing has two purpose: to

cover the body and to beautify the appearance .... .Islam has made it obligatory on

Muslims to cover their private parts ... cleanliness is the essence of good appearance and

the beauty of every adornment .... Beautification and elegance are not merely permitted

but are required by Islam, and in general it repudiates any attempts to prohibit them:

'Say: who has forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has brought forth for His

servants, and the good things of His proving' (surat" Al Araf, The Heights, #7,ayat 32) .

..Islam makes it haram (prohibited) for women to wear clothes that fail to cover the

body and which are transparent, revealing what is underneath. It is likewise haram to

wear tightly fitting cloths which delineate the parts of the body, especially those parts

which are sexually attractive.... The general rule for the enjoyment of the good things

of life, such as food, drink and clothing, is that their use should be without

extravagance or pride. (A1-Qaradawi 1995:79-87).

The word hijab is used several times in the Qur'an, but only once does it refer to

women's clothing. The two items of clothing mentioned for women are khimar (the

head-veil) andjilbab (a long gown), which had not been newly introduced by Islam but

were most likely already part of the wardrobe of the time (E1 Guindi 1999:139).

Surat Al Nur (Qur'an 24:1) opens with the verse:

This is a chapter which we have revealed and made obligatory and in which we have

revealed clear communications that you may be mindful 10.
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This ayat is understood to be referring to the content of the whole surah, which deals

with the conduct of Muslims, especially that between men and women, that is

obligatory (fard). The explanation (tafsir) of this verse is given below. Within Surat

Al Nur is an often quoted Qur'anic verse (meaning in translation!' below), which

specifically refers to the Islamic dress code for Muslisms:

Say to the believing men that they cast down their looks and guard their private parts;

that is purer for them; surely Allah is Aware of what they do,(Qur'an 24:30).

And say to the believing women that they cast down their looks and guard their private

parts and do not display their ornaments except what appears thereof, and let them wear

their head-coverings over their bosoms, and not display their ornaments except to their

husbands or their fathers, or the fathers of their husbands, or their sons, or the sons of

their husbands, or their brothers, or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their

women .... And let them not strike their feet so that what they hide of their ornaments

may be known; and turn to Allah all of you, 0 believers! So that you may be

successful. (Qur'an 24:31).

Another direct mention of suitable dress occurs in Surat Al Ahzab:

Oh prophet! Say to your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers that

they let down upon them their over-garments; this will be more proper; that they may

be known, and thus will not be given trouble; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (Qur'an

33:59).

Many other un-Islamic customs have crept into the marnage ceremony of some

Muslims. These customs are either borrowed from non-Muslim cultures or continue

because they are established in past generations. One of the essential requirements of

Islamic Marriage is the payment ofMahr known as the Bride-price or bride wealth. AI-

Qaradawi (2003) stated that bride-price is used to validate the marriage paid by 'the

groom to the bride. In Islam, the Mahr is the mandated gift from the groom to his wife.

He presents it to her at the time of the Nikah (solemnization of vows) or later, as agreed

between them. The actual gift is also upon agreement between the two, and belongs to

the bride alone. Should she decide to give away her present or share it with her spouse,

she is entitled to do so.
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Holy Quran says, and give women their Mahr as a free gift, but if they of themselves be

pleased to give up to you a portion of it, then eat it with enjoyment and with wholesome

result. (Surah Nisa 4:4).

The following points are worthy of consideration:

1. Mahr must be agreed upon by the marrying partners themselves, not by parents.

11. Mahr is her right, to which her husband remains indebted.

111. It is a free gift and not her price.

The Mahr may be cash, kind or non-material (like training or teaching something). It

can be paid up front or can be in form of promise to pay upon demands decided prior to

the solemnization of marriage. However, it is much recommended to pay it before or at

the time ofNikah itself.

The Mahr varies across cultures. It is not supposed to be a stipulated monetary amount,

but is fast becoming the norm in Muslim countries. Though this is the right of the bride,

Prophet Muhammad advised that the best bride requests for the smallest amount; even

an iron ring would suffice as a Mahr. For obvious reasons, the lesser the amount, the

less burden it would be on the groom. It would also curb materialistic wants that would

overshadow the importance oflove and respect within the marriage (Oguli, 2004).

Increasingly, the practice is changing, so that money and goods are more commonly

given in the form of non-refundable gifts (Oguli, 2004). The practice appears to have

become commercialised and to have lost much of its Islamic value in many instances.

Bride-price can appear to be the 'buying' of a wife as a commodity, which can result in

abuse towards a woman if she does not fulfil her 'value' or if she attempts to leave and

the bride-price cannot be repaid (Matembe, 2004; Ndira, 2004).

Oguli (2004) indicated that in contemporary times, the payment of "Mahr" has become

so commercial now. He said it is like the girl's parents are selling offtheir daughters in

order to become richer or to escape poverty and most parents want their daughters to

get married so they can benefit from them.

A Muslim wedding is a simple and dignified occasion. It enjoins a man and a woman

entitling them husband and wife, a new couple, who are about to embark on a journey

of a lifetime together. Though Prophet Muhammad taught his followers to keep

weddings simple, the infringements of cultures upon Islamic teachings have led
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weddings to become extravagant events, gaudy and sometimes extremely pompous. For

the modem Muslim who looks beyond tradition, there are still several aspects to

consider when planning a wedding in the Islamic faith.

According to Samiya (2009) another practices that have also become problematic in

most Islamic communities of today have to do with planning and organisation of

marriage ceremonies which he believed are characterised by expensive grandeur.

Samiya (2009) stated that in some Islamic communities, right from the search of a

partner to the main marriage ceremony, most parents want everything to be more

lavish, more majestic. Also, Samiya (2009) pointed that a lot of people especially girls

spend entire life planning for their wedding, always dream of a perfect celebration of

wedding that will be etched in the memory forever. She revealed that the Big Day of

the bridegroom should be a special one not only for then but also for the families,

friends, relatives and all knower. The wedding ceremony is celebrated with splendid

grandeur.

Unlike all religions, Muslim wedding is regarded as more traditional. The same rituals

are followed from the time of Prophet Mohammed (S.A.W.). It is said to be more

conventional event for Muslims.

It is stated in the Holy Quran that wedding is the most important act and Sunnah of

Holy Prophet. Moreover man and women are described as "garments of each other"

and Muslims consider the marriage as the ground of society and family life. But

unfortunately oflate societies seems to have become more Western in its values than it

was a few decades ago. There was of a simple and sober occasion of Prophet's wedding

mentioned in habits. There was no wedding feast. It is no much expense too. But as of

now, marriages are highly expensive though traditionally grounded with norms.

:

According to Samiya (2009), these days engagement is not restricted to the family

dinner and a ring and that now, people have begun to book function halls for the

engagement ceremony too. They spend the same amount of money on betroth of that of

a marriage. The same expensive bridal dress and groom kit, make-up, gold or diamond

ring, lavishing dinner, hundreds of guests, photo and video shoot, etc. it is no more an

intimate gathering but an announcement of beginning of a new relationship, a new life
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(Samiya 2009). According to her there is no hard and fast rule; people do it according

to their convenience and pleasure. She revealed that now-a-days in some Islamic

society, brides go to a parlour and have a get-to-gather with friends in the evening.

There is a dance, music and all types of entertainment before the wedding ceremony.

On the wedding day, Nikah is organized and follows with delicious and varieties of

sweet dishes. It is called main event as bridegroom is announced as a husband-wife.

Everything about this day is special and includes large sum. And lastly there is a

reception after a day or two from groom's side which is a big feast. From the

decorations to dinners, for each and everything one needs to spend money along with

the dress, jewellery, make-up and hairstyle, invitation cards, videos and photographs.

Samiya (2009) indicated most people now-a-days want their wedding to be memorable

with a unique mix of traditional and modem object.

..

Notwithstanding the fact that western-styled garments are designed primarily to

emphasize the shape of the female body. What is even more deplorable is the practice

of equipping the bride with several of these immodestly designed suits, and subjecting

her to a most humiliating display on an elaborately prepared stage after clothing her in

an exquisite western wedding gown and obliterating all her natural beauty with western

cosmetics. And to ensure perfection in the scrupulously observed rituals of the west, the

bride is provided with a retinue of bridesmaids, flower-girls and page-boy. Crowds of

people, including fashionably dressed men, are then allowed to queue up to see the

"puppet show" and quench their unholy thirsts whilst trampling under their feet all

Islamic standards of modesty (Samiya, 2009).

It may sound unusual but Muslims sometimes forget that couples are to beautify

themselves for each other and not for everyone else. That is applicable right after the

Nikah. Samiya (2009) noted that it is important for the couple to appear presentable.

She suggested that the presentation should not be traded in for modesty. Both should

observe Hijab (the prescribed Muslim dress code) and behave in a modest manner too.

: Additionally, Maria (2007) identified the following as some of the practices that are

meticulously carried out during matrimonial affairs despite the fact that they are either

expressly forbidden in Shariah, or have no bases in Islam:

1. The engaged couple meet at a public gathering where the bridegroom holds the bride's

hand and slips a ring onto her finger whilst the two look romantically at each other.
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According to Maria (2007) this act is void of modesty and completely foreign to

Islamic culture.

11. The prohibition in Islam of the gathering and free mixing of the sexes is nowhere else

more flagrantly violated than at engagement and wedding feasts. Members of both

sexes, young and old, are accommodated in the same tent or hall without so much as a

curtain partition between them. Maria (2007) suggested that, in general the two genders

should be separated during weddings should there be dancing, singing and socializing.

However if there are none of those and the Nalimaa is only limited to eating, both men

and women should demonstrate appropriate behaviour according to Islamic teaching.

111. Another very indecent practice copied from the west is the appearance on the stage

together of the married couple after the Nikah. Here, the new husband presents his

bride with a wedding ring and kisses her in full view of the hundreds of guests.

According to Maria (2007) this is indeed the total and tragic destruction of Islamic

modesty.

IV. It has become a normal thing at Muslim weddings for the bridegroom to appear before

his mother-in-law to show with confetti and gifts of rings, ties, hankies, etc. in full view

of women guests whose envious eyes and flattering tongues add to the morbidity of the

whole act.

v. Maria (2007) added that most Islamic parents take great pride in making a public

display of the bride's "trousseau", and advertising all the individual items therein, thus

wasting valuable time and effort which could otherwise have been more fruitfully spent

in teaching the bride how to conduct herself with credit in her new responsibilities.

VI. A large number of Nikah are performed in a specially rented hall or tent. The Mosque

as a central pivot of all Muslim religious activity is often ignored. It is no exaggeration

to say that many people regard a Nikah at the Mosques as "inconvenient" simply

because they are well aware that some of their ill-conceived western rituals are too

shameless to be permitted there (Maria 20007). However, according to the Tradition of

the Prophet Peace Be Upon Him (P. B. U .H.) marriages performed in the House of

Allah, immediately preceded and followed by prayers, will attract the maximum of

Allah's Blessings, whereas this is not, and cannot, be the case where alternative venues

are chosen with the express purpose of facilitating the performance of things Un-

Islamic (Maria, 2007). These are most off-flouted maxim of the Holy Prophet(S. A.W.)

thus, "The best of marriage is one over which the least trouble and expense have been

incurred"
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VII. Forgetting to invite the poor to the Walimah. The poor are the noble men and women in

Islam, and not the rich and powerful, politicians, members of the royal family, bosses

and / or sponsors. There is a great reward for inviting the poor, including orphans, to

dine together as they need it more than the wealthy (Maria 2007) .

Maria (2007) concluded that expenses that are imposed by tradition rather than Islam

provide debt and opportunity to rear its head. Popular traditions include the overdone

bridal chamber; expensive presents from one spouse to the other; remuneration to the

bride's parents. Others would also be extravagant "thank you" goody bags for the

guests, cans of new paint to repaint the house, the projector and slide show, the loud

band and horrendous music; the customized dress-code for the entire extended family;

multiple dinners and a lavish dais to show off the bride and groom.

2.6 The Impact of the Changes in Procedure and Requirement on Islamic

Marriage

Today's society has become such that the significance of Islamic marriage has become

a pricey affair. The expensive marriages have almost become a must, even for low-

income families. According to Samiya (2009) today the kind of publicity and massive

wedding people go for is more like of a "Pomp and Show". She thinks marriage is a

private affair and not be stricken to the whole community. She noted that, today's youth

feels much pressurized to get marry when they want it. The cost of organizing the

engagement and wedding is very expensive and they take years to accumulate the

amount for the big day in life. Maria (2007) found that some parents or bride/groom

even end up taking loans for the wedding and that this has become a source of worry to

many young men. She said, as a result many Muslims men end up delaying marriages.

Maria (2007) stated that one of the reasons why some young Muslims commit

fornication is because of delay marriage as a result of lack of money. She stressed that

the concept of getting money before getting married has caused great Fitna and many

problems among young Muslims.

Delay in marriage has its own consequences as identified by Atangana (2008). He

stated that the young Muslims fell into this trap because delaying marriage will

eventually lead to fornication. Abu Hurayrah reported that the messenger of Allah

(peace be upon him )said: "It is a right upon Allah to help one who seeks to marry for

the purpose of avoiding what Allah has prohibited. "

34

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



According to Atangana (2008) the famous excuse for delaying marriage is the financial

situation. He said the older generation of Muslims especially some rich in the society

and parents also have an impact on how the young Muslim is delaying marriage ..'
Atangana (2008) stated that parents are actually the reason why the young Muslims

men end up delaying marriage due to the fact that they have to be financially strong in

order to get married.

Atangana (2008) noted that commercialization of Islamic marriage also leads often to

forced marriage. He said girls are being used as a source of income and that parents

pull their girls out of school early for marriage because they get a good offer from rich

men who want to marry these girls. Atangana (2008) stated that some parents often

times demanded cows and money from these men. He noted that these forced marriages

affect the education and welfare of the girls.

Also, the payment of high bride-price generates negative perception among some

Muslims. According to Oguli (2004), in some Muslim communities there is the

perception that married women can become an article of property in their own home

and that some men perceived their Wives as being 'paid for.' He stated that high bride-

price can give the appearance of commodifying human relationships: "giving out

daughters in marriage for money is like selling a human being fort wealth. 'People

prefer to get wealth at the expense of their daughter's education. "

~ I

Oguli (2004) also noted that these practices could therefore feed into the abuse and

maltreatment of the wives and that it leads to women appearing to be worthless,

belittled, and able to be treated however the man wants. He pointed out that these

practices give the possibility of the virtual enslavement of women in the worst cases. In

his study, a respondent reported that high bride-price paid by her husband affected her

in a bad way and that every time she was given orders by her husband who made her

overworked in the garden and at home and her husband saying that she is the property

which was bought and must do each and everything at home.
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

This chapter covers the methodology of the study and explains in detail the various

techniques, procedures and processes used to gather information from the sampled

population. The information so gathered was all in the view to highlight some

important concepts, essential requirements, changes and the impacts of the changes on

Islamic Marriage.

The research methodology embraces various forms of research techniques so as to

ensure that adequate and unbiased information is obtained. Thus both semi structured

questionnaires and direct observation were adopted for data collection in order to meet

the objectives set in the study.

..

3.1 Study Area

The study area is Wa Municipality with the capital as Wa, it is an urban centre. The

Municipality especially the capital is characterised by radial and concentric growth

pattern. There is heavy concentration of the population in Wa town surrounded by

smaller towns and rural settlements. The total population of the Wa Municipality

according to the 2000 Population and Housing Census, was 224,066.

3.1.1 Location and Communities

The study area is the only Municipality out of the Nine Assemblies in the Upper West

Region. It is boarded to the North by Nadowli District, to the East by Wa East district,

to the West by Wa West district and to the South by both Wa East and Wa West

districts. The municipality covers 23,474 square kilometres.

.
t

3.1.2 Social Structure and Life

The social structure in the area is based on the extended patrilineal family system.

Families constitute lineage and the lineages in turn comprise the clans. The people of

the traditional area practice the patrilineal system of inheritance.

Marriage is practiced on interclan basis. Respect for the elderly, authority, traditions,

custom as well as honesty and hospitality towards strangers are some of the norms and
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values of the people. Power resides in the Chiefs, Elders, family heads and Earths

Priests (who are the spiritual guardians of the land). The study area is predominantly

Moslems According to the 2000 Population and Housing Census, the muslims

constitute 44.4% of the entire Wa Municipality followed by Christians 27.5%,

Traditionl27.1 % No Religion 2.8% and other Religion 0.1%.

With regard to the traditional political system, the paramount chief of each traditional is

the head of the traditional area. He is aided in his day to day administration by his

Linguists and Elders selected from the various sections of the community as well as

various Divisional Chiefs, sub -divisional Chiefs and Sectional heads.

3.1.3 Economic Life of the People
The people of the study area, like in many other localities in the Northern part of Ghana

derive their economic wellbeing from fanning and other agricultural-related activities.

Crops such as millet, guinea com, cassava, yam etc, are grown mainly for feeding the

family. Other crops like groundnut and vegetables are grown to generate income to

cater for the financial needs of the family. Livestock such as goats, cattle, sheep and

pigs and poultry such as guinea fowls, fowls, ducks etc. are also reared and sold to raise

income for the family. The women and the men in some cases buy and store food

crops during harvesting when prices are low and sell them for profit during the lean

season when prices are high. Another notable economic activity within the area is the

picking of sheanuts for sale in the raw state and the processing of the sheanuts into

sheabutter before sales. The sheanut picking season is between April and June each

year. Picking shea-nut in the traditional area used to be the preserve of women only

but nowadays some men also pick sheanuts for sale.

The youth in the area also engaged in petty trading as a source of income. While some

have stores where they sell provisions others commute from one market to the otherto

sell their provisions including foodstuff.

3.2 Research Design
The design used for this study is the descriptive survey. Survey design measures

variables by asking people questions and then examine relationships among those

variables. In most instances, surveys attempt to capture attitude or pattern of past
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behaviour. Questionnaires were used to capture the attitude and behaviour of the

respondents.

."
The research design is also descriptive survey in the sense that data was systematically

collected at a point in time, analysed and presented to give a clear picture about the

state of Islamic marriages in the Wa Municipality. A descriptive research is basically

designed to find out the existing situation of a particular phenomenon of concern. In

other words, a descriptive research is the research which deals with the relationship

among non-manipulated variables. In descriptive research, the events or conditions

either already exist or have occurred and the researcher mainly selects the relevant

variables for an analysis for their relationships (Oredein, 2004).

The rationale for descriptive survey may be seen as: It tells what a situation is in a

systematic manner. It involves collection of accurate data for the purpose of

determining the current nature of the subject of study. It involves hypothesis

formulation and testing or research questions answers describing the situation. It uses

logical methods for inductive-deductive reasoning to arrive at generalizations.

The descriptive survey follows specific procedures and makes possible interpretation of

data collected. Here, research questions are raised and answered in a descriptive way.

Any other person therefore can follow the same procedure and come out with the same

results. The descriptive survey minimizes personality values; beliefs and predisposition

of the researcher since there are laid down procedures to follow. The descriptive survey

also provides the researcher with instruments which are easier for the collection of data

for the study.

Notwithstanding these strengths, descriptive survey has its own weaknesses. The main

weakness of the descriptive survey is that, it is not sufficiently comprehensive to

provide answers. Secondly, the descriptive survey cannot establish cause and effect

relationships. More so, the researcher cannot deduce conclusively the cause of the

phenomena or predict what the future phenomena will be. Furthermore, descriptive

survey is costly when considered in terms of time and money when the target

population is scattered.
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3.3 Population and Sampling

The target population of the study includes: Religious leaders, Traditional authority i.e.

chiefs and elders of the communities within the Wa Municipality, some married men

and women in the Wa Municipality and other key informants such as Imams, Malams

etc who are well versed in Islamic Marriage as pertained in the study area.

The target population of the study will be 224,066 (2000 population and Housing

Census). 40.3% of the study area are Muslims. "The population, universe or aggregate

comprise the totality of units having certain defined characteristics in common" Osuala

(2005). 4,234,193 are people who have a common belief sampling is taking of any

portion of a population or unmerge as representative of the population or universe.

Osuala (2005).

The sampling will be the ages of the population who are within the marriage group.

These groups are; ages less than 18, 18-30 31-40, 41-50 and more than 50 which

represent about 35.2% of the population which represent 1,490. (2000 Population and

Housing Census).

.. 3.3.1 Sampling Procedure

The sampling procedures adopted were purposive and random sampling techniques.

The purposive sampling was aimed to include only respondents who are well versed

with Islamic marriage. These were mostly the religious leaders and key informants who

satisfied the phenomenon under investigation.

Sampling is thus, the process of choosing the units of the target population which are to

be included in the study. The choice of this method among other this things are:

(i) In many cases, a complete coverage of the population is not possible.

(ii) Complete coverage may offer substantial advantage over a sample survey. On the

contrary, it is agreed that sampling provides a better option. Since it addresses the

survey population in a short period of time and produces comparable and equally valid

results.

(iii) Studies based on samples require less time and produce guile results.

(iv) Sampling is less demanding in terms of labor requirement, since it requires a small

portion of the target population.
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(v) It is also economically, since it contains fewer people and it requires less printed

material, fewer general cost thus trawling, accommodation and many move and course

fewer experts.

(vi) Samples are though to offer more detailed information and a high degree of accuracy

because they deal with relatively small numbers of unit. (Becker, 1989: Salltiz et al ...

1976). The limitation of sampling would be; the studies may not be as valid as

saturation surveys, procedures require more administration, planning and programming.

Despite these limitations, sampling offers many advantages, which make it a standard

procedure of social research.

Ramdom Sampling, the probability rules in the selection process: every unit of the

population has an equal, calculable and non-zero probability of being selected for the

sample (Sarantakoss) second Edition.

Purposive Sampling

In this sampling technique also known as judgmental sampling, the research purposely

chooses subjects who, in their opinion, are through to be relevant to the research topic.

In this case, the rudiment of the investigator is more important obtaining a probability

sample. The process of sampling in this case will involve identification of the

informants and arranging times for meeting them. (Sarantakoss) second Edition.

Random sampling was to select a total of 196 married men and women especially those

underwent Islamic marriage practices.

3.3.2 Sampling Size

Several factors were taken into consideration before sampling was employed. The size

of sampling is contingent on the homogeneity or heterogeneity of the population

(Tsumasi, 2001). Again all the due diligence was allowed andrecognition was avoided.

Kumekpor (2002) indicated that a sample size for a particular investigation is normally

fixed, but when there are units which occur more than once, it is necessary to select

more units than the actual size of the sample to enable elimination of repetitions in

order to obtain effective sample size. The effective sample is the actual sample size

used for the investigation and it is void of repeated units. With the above in mind, a

total number of 200 married men and women, singles, devoiced , Imams Islamic

religious leaders, opinion leaders and among other informants especially those

underwent Islamic marriage practices.
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3.4 Instruments

Questionnaires were used to gather data on the impact of commercialisation of

marriage on Islamic marriage including the procedure and essential requirements of the

Islamic marriage within the Wa Municipality.

The questionnaire was prepared on the subject matter. The questionnaire consisted of

both structured and semi-structured. The rationale for using especially the semi-

structured questionnaire was to ensure that the areas that allowed for further probing

were explored. This permitted for further revelation in order to enhance clarification of

certain responses rather than narrow it to only structured questionnaires where

respondents would have been limited in their response. This brings to mind the varied

role that the semi-structured questionnaire plays. This questionnaire was helpful in

soliciting information on the impact of commercialisation of marriage on Islamic

marriage including the procedure and essential requirements of the Islamic marriage. It

also allowed subjects to express themselves and offered distinct opinions on the subject

matter.

3.4.1 Questionnaire

The questionnaire approach was adopted and used on both the formal and non-formal

questions including resource users. Saunders et al, (1997) argued that the choice of

using a questionnaire is influenced by variety of factors as follows;

(a) Characteristics of reaching particular person Respondent

(b) Size of sample you require for your analysis, taking into consideration or account the

likely response rate.

(c) Type of questions you need to ask to collect data and

(d) Number of questions you need to ask to collect your data.

In the light of the above, the choice of using the questionnaire was based on the fact

that: the target Respondents are literate and scattered over the geographical area.

Hence, self-administrated questionnaire were used to elicit information from religious

.• leaders and informants whose characteristics satisfied the phenomenon under

investigation.
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3.5 Secondary Data /Source

Slewart and Kamins (1993) as cited in Saunders et al, (1997) argued that in using

secondary data, you are at an advantage compared to another researcher using primary

data because the data already exist, you can evaluate them prior to use.

They further agued that the time spent evaluating potential secondary data is time well

spent,as rejecting unsuitable data earlier can save much wasted time later.

In the light of this, earlier works done that provides the required information on the

subject matter reviewed. Documents here are used to mean information on the

magazines, books both published and unpublished, journals and the internet among

others. Aside that, information was sought from government agencies that were linked

to the subject matter.

3.6 Data Collection

The approach and methodology involved a consultative and interactive process in

which all respondents were engaged. Key Informants answered the questions presented

to by my competent field Assistants who served as a source used to collect primary data

from the sampled population. These data were collected for specific purposes. The

essence of obtaining such data is to ensure that the exact information wanted for the

study were obtained.

Data for this study was also collected using questionnaires

Three research assistants were involved in the data collection. The choice for the

persons was based on their familiarity to the study area and experience they have

gained in similar exercises. A training session was organized for the assistants to

acquaint with the details of the questionnaires and interview schedules.

3.7 Data Analysis

The primary data collected from questionnaires were coded and analyzed using MS

Excel software and displayed in the form of percentages, bar graphs, and other pictorial

form to make understanding of the facts easier. The outcomes are backed by

explanatory notes and descriptive assessment to enhance clarity of the results and ease

understanding of the study findings. ,
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3.8 Reliability and Validity

To make certain and reliability of the research instruments, the researcher established a

good rapport with the Respondents. This make Respondents open up and express

themselves freely. The researcher also ensured the Respondents of the confidentiality of

their responses, so they were able to come out boldly to criticize some aspects of the

issues they felt did not help them in Islamic Marriage. The Respondents were also

assured that their responses would be only be the purposes for this study. In addition,

none of the questionnaire requested individual names of the Respondents instead serial

numbers were used. Also in order to achieve a fair amount of reliability and validity,

experienced field assistants assessed and administered the questionnaires. The

researcher effected the necessary correcting modifications they. made before

administrating them.

3.9 Limitations of Data Collection

The outcomes and findings of the analyses are cumulated and summarized into

conclusions and recommendations that the researcher believes will be useful to other

researcher and other Muslim communities as well .

..

:

43

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



..

CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

4.0 Introduction

The research is seeks to assess the effects of the changes on requirements, procedures

and processes on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal. Data were solicited from Muslim

men and women, Islamic scholars, opinion leaders, Islamic commentators and among

others.

This chapter analyses the results of the survey conducted under the following headings;

• Demographic characteristics of respondents in Wa Municipality.

• Contracting ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

• Essential requirements ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality

• Changes to the essential requirements ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

• Effects of these changes ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

4.1 .1 Sex of Respondents

The sex of respondents were sought in order to know the male - female ratio to

determine which particular sex was negatively affected by the changes in requirements,

procedures and processes on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

Figure 4.1 : Sex of Respondents

Male I 68%

32 J

I I
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Frequency (%)

Female

I
o

Source; Field data, July, 2011
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From Fl, it indicates that, a greater majority (68%) of the respondents were males

whilst a minority (32%) was females.

.-
4.1.2 Ages of Respondents

It was necessary to know the ages of the respondents who were capable of marrying

and could not do so due to the changes in requirements, procedures and processes on

Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Figure 2 provides the details.

Table 4.1 Age of Respondents

Age Frequency Percentage %

Less 18 14 7.0

18 - 30 124 62.0

31-40 47 23.5

41- 50 07 3.5

More than 50 08 4.0

Total 200 100

Source: Field Data, July, 2011

The age spread in Figure 2 indicates that a majority of respondents were in the age

range of 18 - 30 representing (62%).

4.1.3 Marital Status of Respondents

It was important to know the number of respondents who were married, single,

divorced and widowed before the changes in requirements, procedures and processes

on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. This information is presented in a tabular

form.

Table 4.2 Marital Status of Respondents

Marital status Frequency Percentage%

Single 110 55.0

Married 78 39.0

Divorced 05 2.5

Widowed 07 3.5

Total 200 100

Source: FIeld Data July, 2010.
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From F3, it is imperative that, maj ority of the respondents were single (55%) followed

by married (39%)

•...
4.1.4 Education Background of Respondents .

Undoubtedly, it was necessary to examine the educational background of the

respondents to ascertain their level of thinking (intellectual). Respondents would be

informed about the change in requirements, procedures and processes of Islamic

Marriage in Wa Municipality. Below is the representation of the educational

background in a tabular form.

Table 4.3 Level of Education of Respondents

Educational Level Frequency Percentage%

Not attended 44 22.0

Primary 10 05.0

Secondary 55 27.5

Tertiary 91 45.5

Total 200 100

Sources field data July 2011

It is an evident from the study that, 19% of the respondents had a tertiary education.

4.1.5 Occupation of the Respondents

One of the requirements of Islamic marriage is the ability of the man to finance the

marriage and providing the other requirements. It is therefore imperative to assess the

financial capabilities of the respondents. This information is also presented in a tabular

form.

Table 4.4 Occupation of Respondents

Occupation Frequency Percentage%

Formal public sector 60 30.0

Informal private sector 85 42.5

Unemployed 55 27.5

Total 200 100

Source: Field Data, July, 2011.
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From Figure 5, majority of the respondents were in the informal or private sector

representing 42.5% followed by the formal or public sector (30%) and 27.5% in respect

of occupation were unemployed.

t' 4.2 General Assessment of the Research Questions

4.2.1 Contracting of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality

One of the major issues or research question tackled by the study was to find out how

Islamic marriage is contracted in Wa Municipality. The Respondents were asked to

indicate who consent is paramount in Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. The

responses were shown in a tabular form.

Table 4.5 Indicating whose consent is Paramount in Islamic Marriage in Wa

Municipality

.•

Whose consent is Frequency Percentage%

paramount

Would be couple 73 36.5

Parents 41 20.5

Parents and couple to be 83 41.5

Others 03 1.5

Total 200 100

Source: Field Data, July, 201 I.

From table 4.5 there is every indication that, parents and couple to be is paramount

(41.5%) in contracting Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality followed by would be

couple (36.5%).

Another major issue with regard to contracting of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality

is how does this marriage is contracted. This study further explored the circumstances

under which one is married in Islamic context. Respondents were given options to

choose among. This was displayed in a bar graph below:
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Figure 4.2 How Islamic Marriage is Contracted in Wa Municipality
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Piety (God- Tribal ground Education of Occupation

fearing) Man
Others

Source: Field Data July, 2011.

From the data, piety (God-Fearing) 143 respondents indicated that it is optimum in

contracting Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

4.2.2 Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

It was imperative to ask respondents the requirements, procedures and processes of

Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Again, options were given to respondents to

choose among. Table 4.6 indicates their responses.
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Essential requirement

Table 4.6 Essential requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality

Percentage

Dowry (Mahr)

Frequency

100 50

Walimah (Bridal party)

Nikah (sermon)

40
60

20

30

Dress code

Engagement and wedding ring

Venue of marriage ceremony

Gift to families

Taking of pictures/videos

Other items demanded by the families

Total 200 100

Source: Field data, July, 2011

From the majority point of view, DowrylBridal gift (Mahr) is the most essential

requirement (50%) followed by Sermon (Nikah) 30% and finally Walimah (Bridal

party) 20%.

4.2.3 Changes to the Essential Requirements.

Respondents observed that, the Islamic marriage was going through some changes.

Data gathered from respondents is represented below:

Table 4.7 Are there Changes in Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa

Municipality (YeslNo)

Changes to essential Frequency Percentage

requirement

Yes 150 75

No 50 25

Total 200 100

Source: Field Data, July, 2011

It came to light that, indeed there are changes in essential requirements of Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality. Respondents who strongly agreed (75%) that, Islamic

marriage indeed is going through structural changes. Even those who strongly dis-

agreed (25%).
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One other purpose of this study is to find out which of these essential requirements and

the changed requirements are characterized by extravagance (money - centeredness).

Respondents were again chosen among the essential requirements as well as the

changed requirements. Below is the analysis of the above information.

Table 4.8 Essential and the Changed Requirements that are Characterized by

Extravagance (Money - Centeredness) in Wa Municipality

Venue of marriage ceremony

Frequency Percentage

44 41.1

59 19.0

07 2.3

54 17.4

45 14.5

21 6.8

21 6.8

38 12.2

22 7.1

Total 311 100

Money -centeredness requirements

Dowry (Mahr)

Walimiah (bridal party)

Nikah (sermon)

Dress code

Engagement and wedding ring

Gift to families

Taking of pictures/videos

Other items demanded by the

families

Source: Field Data, July, 2011

The sample size increased in the above table because respondents chose more than one

money-centeredness requirements. Meanwhile, Walimah (bridal party), dress code,

engagement and wedding ring and dowry (Mahr) are the money-centeredness

requirements respectively in Wa Municipality.

In order to measure the casualty of extravagance and lavish spending on Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality as un-Islamic, respondents were asked to state yes or no

whether lavish spending on Islamic marriage is un-Islamic. The responses were shown

below
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Table 4.9 Is lavish spending on Islamic Marriage un-Islamic in Wa Municipality?

Lavish spending on Islamic marriage is Frequency Percentage

un-Islamic

Yes 160 80

No 40 20

Total 200 100

Source: FIeld Data, July, 2011.

From table 4.9 above, majority of the respondents believed that, lavish spending on

Islamic marriage is un-Islamic in Wa Municipality.

4.2.4 Effects of High Bridal Parties, Dress Code and Engagement and Wedding

ring on Islamic Marriage in Wa municipality.

As part of the requirement of this study, it is imperative to ask respondents to identify

some of the negative effects of the changes of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

This information was vividly presented in a tabular form. Table 4.10 showed the

negative effects on Islamic marriage as a results of changes/extravagance and money-

centeredness in Wa Municipality.

Table 4.10 Negative Effects of the Changes of Islamic Marriage in Wa

Municipality

Negative effect Frequency Percentage

Scare/discourage marriage 65 24.4

Severe debt by couples for marriage 64 24.0

Delays in marriage 67 25.2

Put more burdens on the couples 41 15.4

Early/forced marriage 29 11.0

Total 266 100.0

Source: Field Data, July, 2011.

From the table, respondents chose more than one negative effect on Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality due to changes/extravagance/expensive and money-centeredness.

Scare/discourage marriage, delays in marriage and sever debt by couples for marriages

were topped among others which represent 25.2%, 24.4%, and 24.0% respectively.
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It was also necessary to ask respondents whether lavish spending on Islamic marriage

in Wa Municipality is un-Islamic which could have negatively affected the teachings

and principles of marriage in Islam. This information is presented in a form of a

histogram below.

Figure 4.3: A Histogram indicating whether Lavish Spending on Islamic

Marriage in Wa Municipality is un-Islamic

180

160
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140
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40%

1

Source: Field Data, July, 2011

The response indicated that, lavish spending on Islamic mamage In the Wa

Municipality is un-Islamic. Out of a total of 200 respondents (80%) have strongly

believed that lavish spending on Islamic marriage is un-Islamic.

The researcher still wanted to know that, whether lavish, extravagance/expensive

marriage have any negative effect; majority answered affirmative.

52

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



Figure 4.4: Do Extravagance Marriages have Negative effect on Islamic Marriage

in Wa Municipality?
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Source: Field Data, July, 2011

There is every indication that extravagance; lavish spending, expensive and money-

centeredness on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality have a negative effect on Islamic

marriage. 190 respondents representing (95%) attested to this fact.

One effect was identified by respondents as a setback of extravagance and expensive

marriage in Wa Municipality. A delay in marriage was chosen as the major setback.

The result was depicted in a tabular form.

Table 4.11 Delays in Marriage as a result of Expensive Marriage.

Expensive/extravagance spending delay Frequency Percentage

marriage

Yes 160 80

No 40 20

Total 200 100
Source; Field Data, July, 2011.

Sincerely, lavish, extravagance and expensive marriage delays Muslim men and women

in marriage. 80% of the entire sample size again testified.

Fornication was identified as a by-product of delay in marriage due to expensive

marriage and other related extravagance activities. There was reliable information

disclosed to the researcher that, delay in marriage by many Muslims men and women
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leads to fornication. Most respondents strongly agreed that delay in marrying have a

direct relation with fornication. The information was analyzed as:

Table 4.12: Delay in Marriage leads to Fornication
If'

Strongly agree 130

Slightly agree 30

Can't tell 09

Strongly disagree 21

Slightly disagree 10

Total 200

Delay in marriage leads to fornication Frequency Percentage

65.0

15.0

4.5

10.5

5.0

100

Source: Field Data, July, 2011.

From table 4.12, 130 respondents representing (65%) strongly agreed that,

extravagance, lavish and expensive marriage (money-centeredness) ofIslamic marriage

in Wa Municipality leads to fornication. Even 30 respondents also representing (15%)

slightly agreed.

Recommendations suggested by respondents to curb/solve or address these changes on

the requirements; procedures and processes on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality

were collected, gathered and analyzed as:
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Figure 4.5: Histogram indicating the best Wedding is that upon which the least

trouble and expense is bestowed.
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Source: Field Data, July, 2011

From figure 4.5 above, a large number of the respondents 110 representing (55%)

strongly agreed and 38 respondents representing (19%) also slightly agreed that, the

best wedding (marriage) is that upon which the least trouble and expense is bestowed.

An open question (unstructured) was asked by the researcher to allow the respondents

do suggest solving the problem of extravagance/expensive marriages. The suggestions

were displayed in a tabular form indeed; the suggestions were in three fold;

1. Intensify education on Islamic marriage

11. Adhere to Islamic teachings principles and practices ofIslamic marriages

111. Couples to be to cut down cost of marriage

Table 4.13: Suggestions and Recommendations to solve the problem of

Extravagance/Expensive Marriage in Wa Municipality

Suggestions to solve extravagance Frequency Percentage

marriage

Education 63 31.3

Adhere to Islamic teachings/practices 85 42.3

Couples to cut down cost 52 26.4

Total 200 100

Source: FIeld Data, July, 2011
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From the table, adherence to the Islamic teachings principles and practices was the best

solution to put a stop to extravagance/expensive marriage in Wa Municipality.

Education and couples to cut down cost on Marriage are subset of Islamic teachings,

principles and practices on marriage.

Respondents also taught that, expensive marriage give the couples to be prestige in

society. This might be a positive effect of extravagance/expensive, lavish and money-

centeredness on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Majority of the respondents

strongly agreed that, extravagance/expensive marriage give the couples to be prestige in

society. Table 4.14 showcased this information.

Table 4.14 :Expensive Marriage give Prestige to the Couple

Expensive marriage give prestige to Frequency Percentage

the couple

Strongly agree 111 55.5

Slightly agree 36 18.0

Can't tell 06 3.0

Strongly disagree 40 20.0

Slightly disagree 07 3.5

Total 200 100

Source: FIeld Data, July, 2011.

As indicated earlier, 55.5% of the respondents strongly agreed that, expensive marriage

give prestige to the couples to be.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

.-
5.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the results of the survey. The responses on demographic

characteristics of respondents, general assessment of the research, how Islamic

marriage is contracted in Wa Municipality, essential requirements of Islamic marriage

in Wa Municipality, changes to these essential requirement ofIslamic and effects of the

changes to essential requirement of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality are discussed

in detailed.

5.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

5.1.1 Sex of Respondents

A majority of the respondents (68%) were males. This confirmed the dominance of

man over his counterpart (woman) as far as Islamic marriage is concerned. Islam

recognizes values of sex and advocates marriage. Islam does not believe in celibacy.

The prophet of Islam peace be upon Him said "marriage is my Sunnah (thus

recommended action of the prophet) and whoever does not follow my sunnah is not

true follower". This was reported by Ibn Haiah Basum Nilah. According to (Quran

24:33), all has commanded the Muslims to marry. In Islam, marriage is considered as

one of the essential element of adulthood in Islamic context. The above Quranic

quotation has enjoined both the Muslims man and woman to marry.

The prophet of Islam peace be upon him (P B U H) again said "the best people of my

nation (Ummat) are those who get married and have chosen their wives and the worst

people of my nation are those who kept away from marriage and are passing their lives

as bachelors. The prophet of Islam peace be upon him (P B U H) in illustrating the

importance of marriage said "when a servant of Allah marries, he has completed half of

his religious obligations and he must fear Allah in order to complete the second half'. It

is imperative that, males are the most dominant partners in Islamic marriage .

."
All the Quranic quotations and injunctions are making reference to the male's

counterparts in Islamic marriage, until recently, some human right activists and other

women organizations seeking to breach such dominance.
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In addition, any changes in requirements, procedures and processes in Islamic marriage

in Wa Municipality will greatly affect the male's counterparts.

5.1.2 Age of Respondents

The age range (18-30) is when most Muslims men and women get married hence it

dominance in the findings. The study revealed that majority (62%) of the respondents is

aged at which the Holy Quran enjoined them to marry if they have the ability to do so.

There is no a specific Quranic injunction or quotation which clearly state the minimum

age at which Muslims men and women are to marry. The required age for Muslims men

and women to marry vary from one community to community, from one region to

region and from one country to country. For a marriage under the marriage Act, 1961,

parental consent is required for the marriage of a party under the age of majority,

which was formerly 21 years but is now 18 years. Under the civil union Act (2006),

which allows for some-sex or opposite-sex marriages, both parties must be 18 years or

older. In Zimbabwe, the marriage Act (chapter 5:11), under this legislation, a man may

marry at the minimum age of 18 while a woman may marry at the minimum age of 16.

In Yemen "the Yemeni law allows girls of any age to wed, but it forbids sex with them

until the indefinite time they are suitable for sexual intercourse. Following the widely

publicized divorce of a 10 year-old girl in 2008, there have been public and

parliamentary efforts to rise the age to 17 or 18.

The situation is the same in Wa Municipality. The required age for marry within the

Wa Municipality is pledged at puberty. This is a period where both Muslims boys and

girls have developed and physical strong in bodies. These developments goes with

structural, emotional and mentally changes. When such structural emotional and mental

changes are shown by such boys and girls, are symptoms of puberty (majority).

..

Such boys and girls should be the ages between (18-30). Unconfirmed report from the

Wa Regional Hospital revealed that, a 11 year girl reported pregnant when she visited

the facility for a malaria related diseases. This presupposes that, the age range less than

18 is also a likely age for marriage.

According to Mujahid, the age of puberty according to the majority of scholars comes

when the child has a wet dream. In his sunnan, Abu Dawud recorded that "Ali said, "I

58

www.udsspace.uds.edu.gh 

 

 

 

 



memorized these words from the messenger of Allah May His Blesses Memory Be On

Him. "There is no orphan after the age of neither puberty nor vowing to be silent

throughout the day to the night". In other companions that the prophet said "the pen

does not record the deeds of three persons: the child until the age of puberty the

sleeping person until waking up, and the senile until sane". The age of fifteen is

considered the age of adolescence. According to Ibn Umar, that he was prevented from

taking part in the battle of Uhud by the prophet while he was fourteen years of age and

took part in the battle of Al-khadaq (The Trench) when he was fifteen years old.

Narrated by Aisha (Allah be pleased with her" "the prophet, peace be upon him

engaged me when I was a girl of six (years). We went to Medina and stayed at the

home of Ban-al-Harith bin ichazzraj. Then I got ill and my hair fell down. Later on my

hair grew (again) and my mother, Um Ruman, came to me while I was playing in a

swing with some of my girl friends. She called me, and I went to her, not knowing what

she wanted to do to me. She caught me by the hand and made me stand at the door of

the house. I was breathless then, and when my breathing became all right, she took

somewhat and rubbed my face and head with it. Then she took me into the house. There

in the house I saw some Ansari women who said, "Best wishes and Allah blessing and

good luck". Then she entrusted me to them and they prepared me (for the marriage).

Unexpectedly Allah's Apostle came to me in the forenoon and my mother handed me

over to him, and at that time I was a girl of nine years of age. Source: (Sahih AI-Buk-

hari, volume 5, book 58 number 234).

Aisha again narrated that "the prophet, peace be upon him, married her when she was

six years and he consummated his marriage when she was nine years old, and then she

remained with him for nine years till his death. (Sahih al-Bukhari, volume 7, book 62,

number 64; 65 and 88).

•.

From the foregone narrations by Aisha (Alha be pleased with her) and the unconfirmed

report from Wa Regional Hospital indicated that, the puberty age for marriage could be

extended back to less than 18 years. The consequences of the age less than 18 years

could be that, will the girl or boy be physically and mentally fit for the marriage?
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5.1.3 Marital Status of Respondents

A large number of the respondents were single (55%) followed by married (39%). This

is an indication that, the changes to the essential requirement procedures and processes

have a great negative impact on the majority of the respondents (single) these category

of people when attained the age of puberty as seen earlier, are enjoined to marry.

Marriage is considered the fortress of chastity. Marriage in Islam is recommended as a

religious requirement to those who attained the age of puberty. It is stated in the Quran

that "Marry those among you who are single and (Marry) your slaves, male and female,

that are righteous" source; (Quran 24:32). Prophet Muhammad (S. A. W) declared that

"when the servant of Allah marries, he has fulfilled half the responsibilities laid on him

by the) faith; so let him be God conscious with respect to the other half' (Mishkat).

Prophet Muhammad (S. A. W) recommended "whoever able to marry, should marry",

reported by (Bukhari). Allah has prescribed marriage as the only way for conjugal

relationship and family life in human society. (Quran 2:221, 5:5, 24:33). The prophet,

peace be upon him said "the best people of my nation (Ummat) are those who get

marriage and have chosen their wives, and the worst people of my nation are those who

have kept away from marriage and are passing their lives as bachelors. Marriage is

encouraged in Islam, and marriage is seen as the "completion" of every human being as

well as an act that protects modesty.

In general, Muslims regard marriage as an essential up life ..... The family, whether the

extended or the nuclear family, is considered to be the main institution of society,

(Roald 2001:213) "Marriage is worship by which man completes half of his deen'

(Sabiq 1998 wolume 2:8). Two a hadith relating to this are:

Whoever Allah blessed with a righteous woman then he has assisted him with half of

his deen then let him fear Allah with regard to the other half. (Sabiq 1998 volume 2:8).

o young people! Whoever among you can marry, should marry, because it helps him

lower his gaze and guard his modesty, and whoever is not able to marry, should fast, as

fasting diminishes his sexual power sahih Al-Bulchari 7.4).

In Islamic teaching, the only permissible (Halal) intimate physical contact between a

man and a woman occurs within marriage. Any other intimate contact is forbidden

(haram). Obviously, legal marriage comes with responsibilities and right for both
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parties and these are also clearly addressed in the teaching. Source: New Zealand

journal of Asian Studies 8, 2 (December, 2006): 134 - 156.

However, from the study, only 39% of the respondents were followed by the teachings

and practices ofIslam. 2.5% have revoked their covenants and 3.5% of the respondent

terminated their marriage contract in a natural way. Source; Field Data, July, 2011.

5.1.4 Educational Background of Respondents

The study revealed that, majority of the respondent (45.5%) had a tertiary education

while (27.5%) of the respondents had secondary education. (22%) went to those who

did not have any fonnal education and the minority parentage (5%) had primary

education. The respondents clearly understood the concept of questionnaires and

provided exactly what they were asked to do. A person ability of thinking goes in line

with the level of education of such a person.

Once a large chunk of the respondents thus 45.5% and 27.5% respectively could read

and write, they stand a better chance of interpreting the Quranic concepts and

conventions connoting Islamic marnage. Whatever results, findings and

recommendations arrived at from this study is accurate and reliable since a large

number of the respondents are intellectuals. Source: field Data, July 2011.

5.1.5 Occupation of the Respondents

The survey conducted by the researcher revealed that, 42.5% and 30% of the

respondents were in the informal/private sector and formal/public sector respectively.

Only 27.5% were unemployed. 17% of unemployment rate were service personnel's.

"Financial difficulties are a serious impediment to the viability of a conjugal

relationship. Every conjugal family requires a means of livelihood. There has to be

food to feed the couple and their children and money to purchase basic needs. Awedoba

(2007). How the money is generate, who generates, how much and how the money is

disbursed are very important issues that have repercussions on the stability of marriages

and relationships. Awedoba (2007).

After the wedding, supporting one's wife is more paramount. The man is responsible

for providing for his wife, as Allah Says (what means), "Let the wealthy man spend
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according to his means: and let the man whose provisions are restricted spend accurate

according to his means: and let the man whose provisions are restricted spend

according to what Allah has given him. Allah does not burden a soul beyond what he

has given it, and Allah will grant ease after a hardship". (AI-Talag 65 :7). From the

above saying from the Almighty Allah, there is every indication that, occupation plays

a vital role as far as Islamic marriage is concerned in Wa Municipality. The man cannot

provide if the means are not were either working in the public/formal or

private/informal sectors respectively. Field data, July 2011. It is a disputable fact, one

cannot marry if he is jobless even if he attained the age of puberty.

1.

11.

5.2 General Assessment of the Research Questions

5.2.1 Contracting of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality

The research revealed that, a large majority of the respondents 73 (41.5%) indicated

that, parents and couple consent is paramount when contracting an Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality. 36.5% also indicated that, the to be couple consent is paramount.

Parents alone and others is at the minority side representing 20.5% and 1.5%

respectively. According to Al-Qaradawi (2003) the general essentials for marriage

under Islam are as follow:

Every Muslim of sound mind and having attained puberty.

Consent of party is most. A marriage of a Muslim, who is of sound mind and has

attained puberty, is void, if there is no consent. There should be a proposal made by or

on behalf of one of the parties to the marriage, and an acceptance of the proposal by or

on behalf of the other party. The proposal and acceptance must both be expressed at

once meeting. The consent given must be free consent. It must not be an outcome of

compulsion, duress, coercion or undue influence. There must be mutual agreement

(Ijab-Qubul) by the bride and the groom.

After, the consent of the parties (to be couples) is sought respondents were also-asked

to identify other ways in contracting Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal. Majority of the

respondents 143 out of 200 said, piety (God-fearing). 26 of the respondents said the

occupation of the man is paramount, 15, 8 and 8 of the respondents said; education of

the man, tribal ground and others must also be an important point. The Messenger of

Allah Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam (S. A. W) Said, "when someone with whose religion

and character you satisfied asks to marry your daughter, comply with his request. If you
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do not do so, there will be corruption and great evil on earth". Reported by (Tirmidhi

ibid).

Deducing from the messenger of Allah (S. A. W) saying, He buttressing on piety (God-

fearing). Piety (God fearing) was also attested as an essentially requirement when

contracting Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. 143 and 26 respondents identified

piety and occupation after the couples to be initially agreed. According to Ahmed

(ibid), the first thing we should look for when marrying is how committed the person is

to Islam. Prophet Muhammad (S. A. W) said "A woman is normally sought as a wife

for her wealth, beauty, nobility, or religiousness (adherence to Islam), but choose a

religious and you will proper". Reported by (Muslim) and he said "A woman is married

for four things i.e ..... her wealth, her family status, her beauty and her religion. You

should marry the religious woman (otherwise) you will be a loser" (Bukhari) and he

said, "The world is a provision, and the best object of benefit of the world is the pious

woman" Reported by (Muslim).

I strongly believe that, tribe is also counted as far as Islamic marriage is concerned in

Wa Municipality. A lot of devoices have occurred as a result of different in customary

practices. There is always a strong agreement between the to-be couples and piety (God

fearing) yet difference in culture will nullify the covenant. Tribal sentiment is highly

recommended.

"

5.2.2 Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

A large number of the respondents (100%) cited dowry (Mahr) as the most essential

requirement in Islamic marriage. 60% of the respondents also cited Sermo (Nikah) is

yet another essential requirements and 40% marked Walimah (bridal party) as the last

and the least essential requirement of an Islamic marriage. None of the respondent

neither indicated nor cited; dress code, engagement and wedding ring venue' of

marriage ceremony, gift to families, taking of pictures and videos shot as well as other

items demanded by the families as an essential requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality, yet these requirements crept into the essential requirements of Islamic

marriage. The giving of dowry (Mahr) to bride by the groom is an essential part of the

contract. "And give the woman (on marriage) their as (Nikah) free gift" (Quran 4:4).
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Mahr is a token commitment of the husband's responsibility and may be paid in cash,

property or movable objects to bride herself Mahr is the consideration for the contract

of marriage between the parties. It may be in the form of money and or goods given by

the bride-groom to the bride in consideration for the marriage. It is an essential element

of Muslim marriage and is exclusively reserved for the use of the female partner.

Payment of Mahr could be immediate (prompt), or deferred. Siddique (2008). Allah

says (What means) "and give to the women their dowry with a good heart, but if they

out of their own good pleasure remit any part of it to you, take it and enjoy it without

fear of it to you, take it and enjoy it without fear of any harm" (Al-Nisa 4:4). Prophet

Muhammad once said "look for one even if it was an iron ring" this was reported by

(Bukhari and Muslim). From the above quotation and injunctions, it is imperative that,

dowry (Mahr) is an essential requirement of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality even

beyond.

Sermon (Nikah) which rated second from the data collected is also an essential

requirement of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality and beyond. Nikah is an Arabic

word, which means the Muslim contract of marriage. According to Shariah, the wife-

to-be recites, "An Kah'tu nafsaka a'Ial mah'ril ma'loom" which means "I have given

away myself in Nikah to you, on the agreed Mahr". Immediately, the man (bridegroom)

says, "Qabiltum Nikaha" means "I have accepted the Nikah". With these

pronouncements, they become husband and wife. AI-Qaradawi (2003). It is a must to

recite a brief discourse or lchutba before the Nikah formula is enunciated. In this

lchutba, Allah is praised for his wisdom in regulating the lawful process of procreation,

and then the traditions from Holy prophet Muhammad (S. A. W) are also recited. The

Nikah is addressed with a marriage sermon by the Muslim officiating the marriage. In

my Candle opinion, the sermon (Nikah) is a covenant that sticks them to be couples

together. Dowry is a symbolic gesture while sermon (Nikah) is the theme (subject

matter) of the marriage contract.

Walimah (bridal party) or Dinner; Walimah is highly on the groom. The relatives,

neighbors and friends must be invited for Walimah. However, lavish spending si not

advisable especially when the same money can be used effectively by the couple

publicizing the marriage demonstrates the difference between marriage and immoral

relationships. This is supported by the words of Muhammad (S. A. W) "The differences
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between what is halaal (permitted) and what is haraam (forbidden) is beating the daff

and raising the voice at wedding". This was narrated by Al-Tirmidhii 1088; Al-Nasaa'

i3369i ibn Maajah, 1896. Classed as Hassan by shaykh al-Albaani in lrwa' al-Ghaleel,

1994. According to ibn al-Qayyim, the lawgiver has stipulated for conditions for

marriage in addition to the marriage contract, in order for there to be no suspicion of

immoral conduct: it should be Publicized, there should be a wali (Woman's guardian),

the woman should not do the marriage contract her-self and it is mustahabb to beat the

daff and raise voices (in song) and give a Walimah (wedding feast), because that does a

way with the means that may lead to immoral actions under the guise of being married.

Walimah is also commended as an essential requirement ofIslamic marriage (40%) of

the respondents commended it as an essential requirement. Source: field data, July,

2011. Even though the requirements; dress code, engagement and wedding ring, venue

of marriage ceremony, gift to families, taking of pictures and videos shooting and other

items demanded by the families have never been commended by the respondents as an

essential requirements of Islamic marriage though they find themselves in Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality. In conclusion, the only essential requirements of Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality identified by respondents are; Dowry (Mahr), Sermon

(Nikah) and Walimah (bridal party/wedding feast).

5.2.3 Changes to the Essential Requirement, Procedures and Processes of Islamic

Marriage in Wa Municipality.

Majority of the respondents strongly agreed (62.5%) that the Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality has gone through some changes. 18.5% slightly agreed, 6.5% cannot tell,

9.0% strongly disagreed and 3.5% slightly disagreed that, there are changes in essential

requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Time is changing and so are the

trends. People, by now are realizing the 'ill-effects' of extravagance and thus, a wave of

'simple marriages' is revolutionizing the society. Simple marriages are those marriages

which are done in an austere way, without any pump and show and according to

Islamic Shariah.

Many other un-Islamic customs have crept into the marnage ceremony of some

Muslims. These customs are either borrowed from non-Muslim cultures or continue

because they are established in pest generations. The practice is changing, so that

money and goods are more commonly given in the form of non-refundable gifts (Oguli,
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2004). The practice appears to have become commercialized and to have lost much of

this Islamic value in many instances. Bride-price (Dowry) can appear to be the

"buying" of a wife as a commodity, which can result in abuse towards a woman if she

does not fulfill her 'value' or if she attempts to leave and the bride-price cannot be

repaid (Matembe, 2004; Ndira, 2004). According to shaik Hassan, may the soul rest in

perfect peace; once said in his usual Friday Islamic current affairs said that "there are

strange norms and practices crept into the Muslim marriages especially within the Wa

Municipality" (ibid). He them asked other concerned Muslims to fight vehemently

against this cancer.

Indeed, there are every indication that, there are changes in requirements of Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality.

About 63% of the respondents and 18.5% strongly and slightly agreed. Source: field

data, July, 2011. These changes to the requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality are characterized by extravagance (money-centeredness). A large number

of the respondents (19%) expressed their displeasure on the extravagance and money-

centeredness attached to Walimal (bride/party). 17.4% of the respondents also

identified dress code as an extravagance activities of Islamic in Wa Municipality. High

cost of engagement and wedding ring (14.5%) and high cost dowry (Mahr) (14.1 %)

also brought to the center for discussion. Taking of pictures and videos shotting

(12.2%), other items demanded by the families (7.1 %) venue of marriage ceremony and

gift to families, rated 6.8% and 6.8% respectively and least non-extravagance and

money-centeredness went to Nikah sermon (2.3%). According to Suleman (2008), a

survey conducted in Wa Municipality, indicated that, in recent times, most Muslims

men about 75% could not married due to high cost the bridal price/gift (dowry).

The Mahr varies across cultures. It is not supposed to be stipulated monetary amount,

but is fast becoming the norm in Muslim countries including Ghana. Though this is the

right of the bride, Prophet Muhammad (S. A. W) advised that the best bride requests for

the smallest amount; even an iron ring would suffice as a Mahr. For obvious reasons,

the lesser the amount, the less burden it would be on the groom. It would also curb

materialistic wants that would over shadow the importance of love and respect within

the marriage (Oguli, 2004). Increasingly, the practice is changing, so that money and
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goods are more commonly given in the form of non-refundable gifts (Oguli, 2004). The

practice appears to have become commercialized and to have lost much of its Islamic

value in many instances. Bride-price can appear to be the "buying" of a wife as a

commodity, which can result in abuse towards a woman if she does not fulfill her

'value' or if she attempts to leave and the bride-price cannot be repaid (Matembe, 2004;

Ndira, 2004).

Walimah (bridal party) is also recommended, but modesty is highly recommended in

lavish spending at bridal parties. The modesty recommended by Quranic injunctions,

Hadiths and other calls by scholars and social commentators. Whenever an adherent

Muslim is, he or she will refer to the Islamic sources of guidance, the Quran, Sunnah

(the recorded sayings and behavior of the prophet Muhammad), and scholarly rulings

and act in accordance with them as much as possible (Boulanouar 2006). The prophet

Muhammad (S. A. WO said "the worst of the feast are those marriage feasts to which

the rich are invited and the poor are left out" (Mishkat). Dress code which respondents

rated second was not initial an essential requirement of Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality but crept into the Islamic marriage institution quit recently. Samiya (2009)

Indeed a couple injunctions, Hidith and among others condemned lavish spending on

bridal parties. According to Samiya (2009), another practice that have become

problematic in most Islamic communities which Wa Municipality is not exception of

today have to do with planning and organization of marriage. Ceremonies which he

believed are characterized by expensive grandeur. Samiya (2009) stated that in some

Islamic communities, right from the search of a partner to the main marriage ceremony,

most parents want everything to more lavish, more majestic. In thinking of organization

and planning of the Walimah, dress code is a major issue that normally cropped up.

Muslims especially women are always indebted in acquiring dress-code to grace the

occasion. Other wears approved and unprescribed dresses. According to Boulanouar

(2006), as Islam is a din and modesty is central to it, modesty in clothing is an obvious

component". The discussion on clothing presented here focuses mainly on women

clothing, and women's clothing in the public sphere (bridal parties), thus clothing that

is worn in the company of strangers. The public sphere in this discussion is a simple in

the company of stranger or a large public such as bridal party's ceremonies. There exist

several requirements and prohibitions concerning clothing in Islamic teachings

fundamentally, the 'awra' must be covered, but the method or style of coverage varies
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greatly from country to country, region to region, community to community and person

to person. According the Boulanouar (2006) Islam permits, in fact requires, that the

Muslims be careful about his appearance, dress decently, maintain his or her dignity

and enjoy what Allah has created for the purpose of clothing and adornment.

From Islamic point of view, clothing has two purposes:

1. To cover the body and

11. To beautify the appearance

Islam has made it obligatory on Muslims to cover their private parts cleanliness

is the essence of good appearance and the beauty of every adornment. beautification

and elegance are not merely permitted but are required by Islam, and in general it

repudiates any attempts to prohibit them. (Boulanouar 2006).

Engagement and wedding ring, taking of pictures and video shooting, which dominate

in respect of extravagance and money centeredness (14.5%) and (12.2%) are not

essential requirements of Islamic marriage yet Muslims pay more attention to these un-

Islamic requirements of Islamic marriage and much resources are spent on these

activities. Other items demanded by families and gift to families are social commitment

and solidarity and not an essential requirements of Islamic marriage. These issues also

started in recent time, where parents and other family members asking for gift from the

bridegroom. The bad effect of these requests deters Muslim men from marrying as

enjoined by the Quran.

There is a general conclusion that, lavish spending on Islamic mamage III Wa

Municipality is un-Islamic. 80% of the research findings clearly showed that, lavish

extravagance, money centeredness and expensive marriage are not in line with the

teachings and practices of Islam. Lavish spending on Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality has a severe debt on the couples especially the man. Source: field data,

July 2011.

5.2.4 Negative Effects of Changes to the Essential Requirements of Islamic

Marriage in Wa Municipality.

From the findings, respondents expressed their sentiments and displeasure when asked

about the likely effects (bad) on changes to the essential requirements on Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality. Most of them cited delays in marriage (25.2% in Wa
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Municipality. 24% cited that, lavish spending on Islamic marriage scare or discourage

marriage in Wa Municipality. 24% of the respondents said, the changes to the

requirements of Islamic marriage brought severe debt by couples for marriage

especially, in Wa Municipality. 15.4% and 11% of the respondents cited that, more bur

den is put on the couples to be and early or forced marriage. Source; field data, 2011.

In fact, scare/discourage marriage and also delays in marriage have their own

percussion or social vices (immorality) such as; fornication and adultery. Majority of

the respondents (65%) strongly agreed, delay in marriage as well as scare/discourage

marriage as a result of lavish spending, high cost of bridal gift (dowry), extravagance

bridal parties, taking of pictures and video shooting, dress code and among other things

eventually led to fornication and adultery in Wa Municipality. 15% also slightly agreed

that, these un-Islamic activities lead to fornication and adultery (Zina). 10.5% strongly

disagreed while 4.5% cannot tell and 5% slightly disagreed.

It is imperative that, when Muslims men and women are due for marriage but prevented

from marrying as a result of lavish spending and other un-Islamic activities is likely to

lieu those prevented to commit fornication and adultery (Zina).

Delay in marriage has its own consequences as identified by Atangana (2008). He

stated that the young Muslims fell into trap because delaying marriage will eventually

lead to fornication in Wa Municipality. Abu Hurayrah reported that the messenger of

Allah (S. A. W) said "it is a right upon Allah to help one who seeks to marry for the

purpose of avoiding what Allah has prohibited". Deducing from the saying of the

messenger of Allah (S. A. W), the prohibited act is fornication and adultery (Zina).

According to Atangana (2008) the famous excuse for delaying marriage is the financial

situation. He said the older generation of Muslims especially some rich in the society

and parents also have an impact on how the young Muslim is delaying marriage.

Atangana (2008) stated that parents are actually the reason why the young Muslims

men end up delaying marriage due to the fact that they have to be financially strong in

order to get married. Atangana (2008) noted that commercialization of Islamic marriage

also leads often to forced marriage. He said girls are being used as a source of income

and that parents pull their girls out of school early for marriage because they get a good

offer from rich men who want to marry these girls. He again said that some parents
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often times demanded cows and money from these men. He noted that these forced

marriages affect the education and welfare of the girls.

It is undoubtedly that, the after mouth of these negative impacts to these changes to the

requirements ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality has erupted into other social vices

within the municipality which is a sense of worry to the Muslims community (Ulumah)

in the municipality. Some of the social vices and immoral activities include among

others.

• Arm robbery among Muslims brothers and sisters. Some of the robbery cases reported

are either Muslims or bearing Muslims names. Source: information gathered July 2011.

Most of these victims alleged to have been looking for money and other resources to

enable him or her to go into marriage as a result of high bridal ceremonies and high

cost of bridal gift (Dowry).

• Abortion on the ascending as a result of delay in marriage due to huge sum of money

needed to go into Islamic marriage. Muslims women forced to abort their pregnancies

to avoid shame. Some couples to be waited for long in perform or legalizing their

relationship of the excuse of sourcing funds to solemnizing the marriage. The led to

majority of Muslims women end up in conceiving and immediately aborting these

pregnancies. Source: information gathered from field 2011.

• Indecent dresses/clothing among Muslims men and women especially Muslims women.

Once Muslims going into marriage due to lavish and extravagance spending, the only

way the Muslims women can "catch the eyes" of their counterparts is to dress or cloth

in such a way that, Muslims men will "stimulate" and expose their desires to catch the

grooming nature of these young Muslims women. The only way these Muslims ladies

that do is to dress un-Islamically which causes padamonia and unrest in society.

Source. Information gathered from field, July 2011.

• Encourages inter-religious marriages, Muslims men and women in order to "dodge"

and escape from heavy debts end up in marrying a different religious partner which is

vehemently opposed and discouraged by the principles and Jeadings of Islam. Source;

information gathered by field, July 2011.

Indeed, respondents were given the options to identify other negative effects that might

arose as a results changes to the essential requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa
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Municipality. The foregone social vices and immoral activities were some of their

ceremonies. Source: Field data, July, 2011.

.•
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CHAPTER SIX

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

•
6.0 Introduction

This chapter is devoted to the summary, conclusions drawn from the finding and also

contains the recommendations that are offered on the basis of the findings for fighting

and putting a hault to the changes to the essential requirements, procedures and

processes ofIslamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

6.1 Summary

6.1.1 Sex of the Respondents

Majority of the respondents were males 68% and the minority group went to the

females 32%, indicating that the Quranic injunctions enjoining marriage have place

more emphasis on males.

6.1.2 Ages of Respondents

A large number of the respondents were the ages ranging between 18 - 30 (62%)

followed by the ages ranging between 31 - 40 (32%), ages less 18 (7%) ages more than

50 (4%) and ages between 41 - 50 (3.5%). It is imperative that the marriage age is at

18-30 years, 31-40 years and less than 18 years as indicated by many scholars.

6.1.3 Marital Status of Respondents

Respondents who were single occupied the higher percentage (55%) followed by

married representing (39%), widowed (3.5%) and divorced (2.5%).

6.1.4 Educational Background of Respondents

Undoubtly, the largest group of the respondents attained or obtained a tertiary

education, (45.5%), (27%) had a secondary education, 22% had no formal educationat

all, 5% had primary education.

6.1.5 Occupation of the Respondents

42.5% and 30% of the respondents were in the informal/private and formal/public

sectors respectively. 27% of the respondents were either doing a temporal jobs or

unemployed. This shows that majority of the respondents are eligible for marriage.
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6.2 General Assessment of the Research Questions

6.2.1 Contracting of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

In contracting an Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality, majority of the respondents

totally agreed that, the consent of the parents and couple to be is paramount (83%)

which is personal disagreed a little followed by the would be couple which I am in

support (73%). Parents represent 41% and others had 3%.

Infact the mutual agreement between they would be couples which I strongly believed,

piety God-fearing. Occupation, education, tribal ground and others followed in order of

preference. In my discussions and submission, I rated; piety (God fearing), occupation

and tribal ground are the second most factors to be considered when contracting an

Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

6.2.2 Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

Mahr (dowry) was considered as the most essential requirement of Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality rating 50%. Nikah (sermon) was also rated 30% and finally followed

by the Walimah (bride/party).

6.2.3 Changes to the Essential Requirements, Procedures and Processes of Islamic

Marriage in Wa Municipality.

62.5% of the respondents strongly agreed that, the Islamic marriage had through some

changes in the municipality. 18.5% slightly agreed that, Islamic marriage has

transformed in recent times in Wa Municipality. 9% of the respondents strongly

disagreed and 6.5% were remained adornment and 3.5% slightly disagreed.

These changes according to the survey and findings are characterized by extravagance

and lavish spending. The respondents identified bridal party as the most lavish and

money centeredness activities of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. 19% was

accorded to it. Dress-code 17.4%, engagement and wedding ring 14.5%, Bridal gift

(dowry) 14.1%, taking of pictures and video shotting 12%, other items demanded by

the families were identified as the changes in requirements, procedures and processes

of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality that characterized by extravagance and lavish

spending. The respondents believed that, lavish spending on Islamic marriage is un-

Islamic. 80% agreed to this and 20% do not agreed.
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6.2.4. Effects of these Changes on Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

The survey conducted indicated that, lavish and extravagance spending on Islamic

marriage in the Wa Municipality has the following negative effects;

• It delays in marriage among Muslims men and women in Wa Municipality

• Muslims men and women are scare/discourage in marriage

• It imposed severe debt by couples for marriage.

• It also put more burdens on the couples and

• It forces Muslims men and women in early marriage in the Wa Municipality.

The after mouth of these effects especially delay in marriage led to fornication in Wa

Municipality which was strongly agreed by majority of the respondents 65%, 15%

slightly agreed, 10% strongly disagreed. 5% slightly disagreed and 4.5% remain

adornment. Others had the believe that, lavish spending give the couples prestige in

society. About 56% of the respondents taught spending lavishly determine one position

in society which I vehemently opposed in my earlier discussion.

55% of the respondents strongly believed that the best wedding is that upon which the

least trouble and expenses is bestowed. 19% slightly agreed. Education, adherence to

the teaching, principles and practices of marriage and finally, the couples to cut down

the cost and minimize the spending on Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. 42.3%,

31.3% and 26.4% suggested for; adherence to Islamic teaching and practices, intensify

an education on Islamic marriage and couples to cut down cost respectively in Wa

Municipality .

6.3 Conclusion

How is Islamic marriage contracted in Wa Municipality, the findings of the study

indicated, piety (God fearing) is an essential element in contracting Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality. Respondents also indicated, occupation should be one of the essential

elements of contracting Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Tribal ground and others

are not necessary when contracting Islamic marriage.

Who consent is paramount in Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. Information and

data collected, parent and couple to be consent matter most. Others consent is

insignificant. Source: Field data, July, 2011.
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6.3.1 Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

The findings of study showed that, after the initial agreement by the couples to be, the

other essential requirements of Islamic in Wa Municipality include;

• Dowry (Mahr) or bridal gift which is regard as most 50%

• Nikah (sermon) thus the solomisation of the marriage which next after the

agreement of the to be couples and the dowry has been paid.

• Walimah (Bridal party) is yet another essential requirement of Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality. This requirement where the marriage is publicized.

In fact, the findings of the study also indicated, the dowry (Mahr) is very important and

essential Islamic marriage within Wa Municipality. 90% of the respondents supported

that, dowry is most important in Islamic marriage in Wa Municipal. 10% of the

respondents disagreed with the notion that, do Mahr most important in Islamic marriage

today"? Source: field data, July 2011.

The findings of the study also revealed that, the dowry (Mahr) soly owned by the Bride

alone 72.5% of the respondents clearly testified this. 20% of the respondents taught

that, parent owned the dowry (Mahr) and 7.5% taught otherwise. It is imperative that,

the dowry is owned by the bride alone. There Quranic injunction supporting the

ownership of the Dowry (Mahr).

A large number of respondents (75%) solomely agreed that, the amount of money to be

paid as a dowry, should be determined and fixed by they would be couples. Minority

(25%) of the respondents said, the dowry should be determined or fixed by other

persons either than they would-be couple. There is the danger of determining or fixing

the dowry (Mahr) very high.

6.3.2 Changes to the Essential Requirements of Islamic Marriage in Wa

Municipality.

To the changes in the essential requirement of Islamic marriage, the findings of the

study showed that, majority of the respondents (62.5%) strongly agreed that, there are

changes to the essential requirements to Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality as earlier

on perceived by the researcher in his statement of the problem situation analyses.
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Minority (3.5%) slightly disagreed that, there are no changes to essential requirements

of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality. This is every indication that, the perception of

the researcher has gone beyond a mere truth of the situation analysis. The findings also

indicated that, these changes to the essential requirements of Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality are characterized by extravagance (money centeredness).

These changes are either introduced or additions to the traditional essential

requirements. Indeed, Walimah (bridal party) was accorded the highest (20%)

requirement that is mud with extravagance 9money-centeredeness) which is the opinion

of the respondents deviated from the principles and teachings of Islam with regard to

Walimah. The report indicated that, due to lavish spend on Walimah, the consequences

are that; Muslims men and women are discourage from marrying, put severe debts by

the couples to be, put more burdens on the couples and among others. Dress-code was

also fingered out as a new requirement to the existing requirements which also marked

QY lavish spending and also discourage Muslims men and women from marrying.

Dowry (Mahr). It is also revealed that, dowry is compulsory, about 90% of the

respondents have justified. Engagement and wedding ring, taking of pictures and

videos shooting, other items demanded by the families, venue of marriage ceremony

and gift to families were some of the changes to the essential requirements of Islamic

marriage in Wa Municipality which some of them are characterized by extravagance

(money centeredness) requirements. Source: Field data, July, 2011. It was also revealed

that, other un-Islamic custom/culture crept into most marriage ceremonies in Wa

Municipality. These un-Islamic custom/culture that crept into the Islamic marriage

defeated the beauty and purpose of Islamic marriage in Wa Municipality.

6.33 Effects (negative) of these Changes on Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality.

The survey conducted revealed that, changes to the essential requirements of Islamic

marriage have a great negative impact (95%) on Islamic marriage. Some of these

negative impact include;

• Scare/discourage marriage

• Delay in marriage

• Severe debt by couples for marriage

• Put more burden on the couples and early/forced marriage
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• Early/forced marriage

The research findings also showed that, due to expensive marry, Muslim men end up in

delaying marriage. 80% of the respondents supported this. As a results of delay in

marriage eventually led to fornication and adulatory. 65% of the respondents strongly

agree that, delay in marriage by Muslim men and women lead to fornication. 15% of

the respondents slightly agreed that, delay in marriage lead to fornication. The study

revealed that expensive marriage given prestige to the couples. 55% of the respondents

strongly agreed and 20% strongly disagreed.

6.4 Recommendations

Arising out of the study, the following recommendations are proposed;

6.4.1 Maturity Age for Marriage

I recommend that, the age at which Muslims men and women can marry in Wa

Municipality should be the ages less than 18% years and more than 14years. The

marriage ordinance, cap 127 should be enforced. The ordinance categorically stated

that, an infant requires the written consent of the parent or guardian who are of sound

mind, before he or she can enter into a valid contract of marriage under this law.

6.4.2 Whose consent is Paramount in contracting Islamic Marriage in Wa

Municipality

Irecommended that, the consent of the couple-to-be should be paramount instead of the

parents and couple to be. The famous would bring harmony, understanding, unity and

finally prolong their relationship. There would be a conflict of interest in latter. I also

suggested that occupation and tribal background of the couples should also be

considered after piety (God-fearing) when selecting a wife or a husband. The reasons

behind my suggestions are that;

• The bridegroom would able to meet needs of the bride and other miscellaneous expense

within the household.

• With regard to tribal background, the couples practice similar customs and culture

including religion. Since the couples "sing and dance" the same ideology, there is the

livelihood any dispute or misunderstanding would be easily be solved and that will
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foster continuity in their relationships and prevent separation (divorce) which is a

forbidden act in Islam.

6.4.3 Essential Requirement of Islamic Marriage in Wa Municipality

I would advocated that, the traditional requirements quoted by principles and teaching

of Islam namely;

• Dowry (Mahr) / bridal gift but emphasis on moderation and affordability.

• Malimah (Bridal party) but also ask to minimize lavish and extravagance spending on

bridal ceremonies.

• Nikah (sermon) thus the recitation of a portion of the Quran before solomising the

marriage contract. I recommend that, the proper venue and the right people should be

engaged in the Nikah.

Dress-code, engagement and wedding ring, venue of marriage ceremony, gift to

families, taking of pictures and video shotting, other items demanded by the families

should be discouraged and disregarded as essential requirement of Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality. Fund raising, changing of different clothes by the bride should also

be discouraged. Tafsir or adua'h should replace the bridal parties and ceremonies.

The dowry (Mahr) should only be determined by the couples, by this arrangement, the

couples stand a better chance of negotiating a fair and affordable dowry which the

bridegroom is capable of providing.

Lavish and extravagance spending on bridal parties and ceremorues should be

minimized to catch up with the poor in society. The issue of lavish spending on Islamic

marriage gives the couple's prestige in society should also be debunked. The best

wedding is that upon which the least trouble and expenses is bestowed.

Indeed, education would be a very good platform to fight this cancer. Seminars,

symposiums should be organized for Muslims men and women within the municipality.

Airtime should also be given on all the radio stations within the catchment areas for

Islam advocates and commentators to disseminate rules and regulations, essential

requirements of Islamic marriage.
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The re-establishment of Arabic schools within the municipality would help in one way

or the other. With this more Arabic students (Leaner's) would be trained to propagate

principles and practices ofIslamic concepts and conventions.

Adherence to Islamic principles, practices teachings regarding to marriage should also

be enforced to the latter. Formulation of bye-laws on Islamic marriage should also be

initiated and implemented by the appropriate authority to regulate Islamic marriage in

Wa Municipality to go in line with the prescribed norms and practices couple to-be

should cut down cost which include;

• High cost of bridal gift (Dowry)

• Lavish spending on bridal parties (ceremonies) and among other thing.

Parents and other family members should also desist from demanding from the

bridegroom. Finally, parents, couples to-be religious leaders, opinion leader and Islamic

scholars are to "tiedthened the belt" to take the "bull by the horns" and call a "spade a

spade" to implement the principles and practices of Islamic marriage in Wa

Municipality to its fullest.
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APPENDIX 1

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

As part of an academic requirement, I am conducting a research on the topic
"Commercialization of Islamic Marriage and its Impact on Islamic Marriages," I
would be very grateful if you could help give answers to the following questions. You
are hereby assured that all information provided shall be treated strictly confidential and
for academic purpose only.

Thank you.

PLEASE TICK THE APPROPRIATE BOX

Provide information about yourself

1) Gender: Female [ ]Male [ ]

2) Age: Less than 18 years [ 18 - 30 years [ ] 31 - 40 years [ ]

41 - 50 years [ ] More than 50 years [

3) Marital status: Single [ Married [

~ Divorced [ ] Widowed [

4) Number of dependants: Less than 3 [ ] 3-5[

6-9[ ] More than 9 [ ]

5) Current level of education: Not attended school [ ] Primary [ ]

Secondary [ Tertiary [

6) What is your occupation?

Express your views Concerning Islamic Marriages in your Community

7) In your opinion, on what basis should Muslims give out their children (girls) who are

matured for marriage? Which of the following would you consider most?
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Piety (God-fearing) [ ]

Occupation of the man [

Tribal ground [ ] Education of the man [ ]

Other (specify): .

8) Whose consent do you think should be a must/paramount in marriage contracts?

The party concerned (would-be couples) [ ]

Both of the above [ ] Other

(specify): .

9) Do you think that Islamic marriages are going through changes in most communities

Parents [

today? Yes [ ] No[

10) Would you agree that marriages in some Islamic communities of late have been

commercialized (money centered)?

Strongly agree [ ] Slightly agree [ ] Can't tell [ ]

Strongly disagree [ Slightly disagree [

11)Ifyou agreed to question (6), which of the following marriage activities/practices

would you say is/are characterized by extravagance (money-centeredness)?

Dowry/Bride price (Mahr) [ Walimah (Bridal party) [

Nikah (Sermon) [ ] Dress-codes [ ]

Engagement and Wedding rings [ ] Venue of marriage ceremony [ ]

Gift to the families [ ] Taking of pictures/videos [

Other items demanded by the families [ ]

12) Are there others marriage practices you think are characterized by extravagance

(rnoney-centeredness)? (Please

state): .
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13) Which of these and other practices would you consider as un-Islamic? (Please

state): .

14) Would you say that lavish spending on marriages is un-Islamic?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

15)Ifyes, who would you attribute this un-Islamic practice to?

Parents [ ] The couples (bride and bridegroom) [ ] Other family members [ ]

Some religious leaders [ ] Friends and other community members [

16)Is Mahr/bride price most essential in marriages today? Yes [] No [

17) If yes, does Mahr/bride-price give the woman importance and value?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

18) Do you think that the Mahr should be agreed between the two would-be couples?

Yes [ No [ ]

19) Who does the Mahr belong to? Bride alone [ ] Both bride and bridegroom [

Parents [ ]

20)Is Mahr a symbol of appreciation to the wife's parents? Yes [ No [

21) Would you agree that expensive marriages give the couples prestige in the eyes of the

society? Strongly agree [ Slightly agree [ Can't tell [ ]

Strongly disagree [ Slightly disagree [ ]

22) Do other un-Islamic customs/cultures creep into most marriage ceremonies of some

Muslims today? Yes [ No[

23) If yes, does this contribute to extravagance/expensive marriages? Yes [ ] No [ ]

24) Would you agree that marriage provides protection from fornication?

Strongly agree [

Strongly disagree [ ]

Slightly agree [ ]

Slightly disagree [ ]

Can't tell [ ]
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25) Do extravagance/expensive marriages have negative effects? Yes [ ] No [

26) If yes, which of the following could be the effect of extravagance/expensive marriages?

Scare/discourage the un-married from marrying

,.,
The couples go into severe debt to raise money for marriage [

Delays in marriage

Put more burdens on the new couples

Early/forced marriage

27) Do you think that due to expensive marriaies man~ Muslims men end »~Q~layin.~

marriages? Yes [ No [

28) If yes, would you agree that delay in marrying by Muslim men and women leads to

fornication?

Strongly agree [ ] Slightly agree [ ] Can't tell [ ]

Strongly disagree [ ] Slightly disagree [

1 29) Would you advocate for simplicity in marriage ceremonies and celebrations?

Yes [ No [ ],,

30) Do you agree that the best wedding is that upon which the least trouble and expense is

bestowed?

Strongly agree [ Slightly agree [ ] Can't tell [ ]

Strongly disagree [ Slightly disagree [ ]

31) What would you suggest to solve the problem of extravagance/expensive marriages:
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